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PREFACE 


Tuts Book of Worship for Church and Home is published at 
the direction of the General Conference of The Methodist 
Church. It is designed to help people in their worship of God. 
It makes available in one volume not only the historic offices 
and Ritual of The Methodist Church, but also a wealth of 
devotional material in the form of prayers, scriptural readings, 
and orders of worship which may be used as need may require. 
Private worship, with forms to guide the individual and family 
in daily devotion, has been given foremost attention in this 
volume. 

Methodism has never been considered a liturgical church, but 
it always has had fixed forms to guide it in its recurrent acts of 
public worship. During the greater part of John Wesley’s life 
Methodists in England worshiped in their parish churches. 
Methodist meetings were usually held at times that did not 
conflict with the stated services of worship in the churches. 
When the Methodist societies met, they followed a simple pat- 
_ tern, singing hymns—mostly those of Charles and John Wesley 
—reading Scripture, engaging in extempore prayer, and preach- 
ing the Word. It was assumed that members of the societies had 
already shared in public worship according to the order of the 
Book of Common Prayer. 

When the time came for American Methodism to be set off 
from thé parent societies in England, after the American Revo- 
lution, John Wesley sent over to America an abridgment of the 
Book of Common Prayer for the use of Methodists here. This 
abridgment he called The Sunday Service for the Methodists 
of North America. It was a book that contained much of what 
we nowall our Ritual, together with a great many other forms 
and offices of the old Prayer Book. But the Sunday Service was 
never very widely used in America, being supplanted in a few 
years by American Methodism’s own distinctive book, the Dis- 
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cipline. In the Discipline, from 1792 to the present, there have 
always appeared and been preserved the Offices of the Church 
which John Wesley sent to this country. These were: The 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, the offices for Infant and 
Adult Baptism, Matrimony, Burial of the Dead, and forms for 
the Ordination of a Ministry. These offices were together 
termed “The Ritual” and are to be found in an appropriate place 
in this book, as are certain other offices which the later church 
has added to them through the years. 

Methodism has thus a twofold tradition of worship—both 
liturgical and free. It is liturgical in conducting its recurrent 
stated services with reverence according to officially adopted 
forms; it is free in its ability to use extempore prayer, to bend 
each service to the glorifying of God and to the bringing of 
his saving grace unto men. 

During recent years there has developed among Methodist 
people a desire to have more readily available the rich inheritance 
which the Christian Church has preserved in its ancient and 
modern treasures of devotion. Therefore, following the union 
of Methodist churches in 1939, at the first General Conference 
in 1940, there was appointed a Commission on Ritual and 
Orders of Worship. This commission was specifically requested 
to provide forms and orders of worship which would “draw 
upon richer and wider sources than those that have been avail- 
able up to the present time.” 

Pursuant to this mandate a commission was appointed as 
follows: Bishop Ivan Lee Holt (chairman), Bishop Charles 
Wesley Flint (vice-chairman), Oscar Thomas Olson (secre- 
tary), Fred Winslow Adams, Charles Wesley Caldwell, Clar- 
ence T. Craig, W. F. Dunkle, Jr., C. E. Forlines, Luther L. 
Gobbel, Nolan B. Harmon, Jr., Jerome C. Hixson, James R. 
Houghton, Lindsay B. Longacre, Edgar A. Love, Robert G. 
McCutchan, Charles Nelson Pace, Paul W. Quillian, J. N. R. 
Score, J. S. Ladd Thomas, William J. Williams. At the Gen- 
eral Conference of 1944, the following persons were added to 
the commission to replace those who were deceased or retired: 
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A. L. Baner, Fred G. Holloway, Amos Thornburg, Oscar P. 
Bennett, Roy H. McVicker. 

Throughout the better part of four years the members of the 
commission labored, gathering from many sources and putting 
together with earnest care and reverent skill the materials which 
are to be found in this book. The volume was duly presented 
to the General Conference of 1944 and with some slight changes 
was adopted by that body and recommended to all Methodist 
people for optional use. The Ritual which this book contains is 
of course official and is to be invariably used. 

The wealth of devotional acts which is the noble heritage of 
the Universal Church has been freely drawn upon in the making 
of this book. The language of Scripture and Christian devo- 
tion throughout the centuries is used. The characteristic 
expression of evangelical experience which is native to Meth- 
odism is recognized. It is hoped that these aids will inspire 
adoring hearts to worship God in spirit and in truth, will bring a 
sense of real penitence to our day, will arouse a faith that lays 
hold of the life that is eternal, and will result in the dedication 
of men, women, and children to the Kingdom of righteousness, 
peace, and good will of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

If we, a body of people called Methodists, can find for our 
day the resources of God through the disciplined experience of 
common prayer and devoted service, we shall find ourselves at 
the place where we can claim the fulfillment of the gracious 
promise of God: “Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go 
and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall 
seek me? and find me, when ye shall search for me with all 


your heart.” 


August 1, 1945 
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ORDERS OF WORSHIP FOR GENERAL USE 


The Pattern for the Orders of Worship 


An order of worship should move with unity and meaning. 
There is a fourfold aspect to an order of worship. Four atti- 
tudes of the devout worshipper are presented in ascending 
movements—adoration, confession, affirmation, and dedication. 
They imply the divinely descending movements of vision, par- 
don, illumination, and fruition. 

While this pattern allows for wide variety of content, it at 
the same time possesses such unity that, if it is generally fol- 
lowed by our churches, a Methodist will feel at home in any 
Methodist church. This is because the things we are most used 
to always come in the same order. For example, the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Responsive Reading, and the Creed are always 
found in the same place, as are the Call to Worship and the 
Benediction. 

I. THE ADORATION OF GOD 

The congregation should be called to worship at the opening 

of every service by a hymn of praise and adoration. 


PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
HYMN 
INVOCATION 


COLLECT 
II. THE CONFESSION OF SIN 


If through our adoration we come to a vision of God, we 
naturally feel the need of confessing our sins. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

SILENT MEDITATION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
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PRAYER FOR PARDON or WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 


Ill. THE AFFIRMATION. OF FAITH 
The experience of forgiveness should bring a mood of ex- 
altation, in which we can affirm our faith through music, scrip- 
ture, and creed, all moving toward the Pastoral Prayer. 


ANTHEM 

THE RESPONSIVE READING 

GLORIA PATRI 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

THE LESSONS: Old Testament, New Testament 
PASTORAL PRAYER 


IV. THE DEDICATION OF LIFE 

All that follows the Pastoral Prayer, from Offertory to 
Benediction, should be in a mood of dedication, which is cen- 
tralized in the Sermon. The goal of all worship is the dedica- 
tion of ourselves, in the name of Christ, to his Church and 
Kingdom. 

OFFERTORY 

HYMN 

THE SERMON 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

HYMN 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


This order is arranged for regular morning worship. The 
pattern may be considerably varied on Christmas or Easter or 
other festival occasions. 


An Order of Worship 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES, INVOCATION, or PRAYER OF 
CONFESSION 


ANTHEM 


THE RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain 
standing during the singing of the Gloria Patri. 


GLORIA PATRI 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 


PASTORAL PRAYER Followed by the Lord’s Prayer. The people 
seated and bowed or kneeling. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 
THE SERMON 


PRAYER 
AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 


HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 
SILENT PRAYER 
BENEDICTION 

POSTLYDE 


An Order of Worship for Morning I 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that 
hath made us, and not we ourselves. 

People: We are his people, and the sheep of his pas- 
ture. 

Minster: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise. 

People: We give thanks unto him, and bless his name: 
for the Lord is good. Amen. 


HYMN The people standing. If the hymn be a processional, let it precede 
the Call to Worship. 
INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, from whom every good prayer cometh, and 
who pourest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and 
supplication; deliver us, when we draw nigh to thee, from 
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with stead- 
fast thoughts and kindled affections we may worship thee in 
spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION Here let the people unite with the min- 
ister im prayer. 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to. thy lov- 
ingkindness: according to the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out our transgressions. Wash us thorough- 
ly from our iniquities, and cleanse us from our sins. 
For we acknowledge our transgressions, and our sin 
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is ever before us. Create in us clean hearts, O God, and 
renew a right spirit within us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

SILENT MEDITATION 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 

name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

ANTHEM 


THE RESPONSIVE READING Here lef the people stand and remain 
standing during the singing of the Gloria Patri. 


GLORIA PATRI 
THE LESSONS From the Old and New Testament Scriptures. 
PASTORAL PRAYER The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN oe DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 5 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Morning II 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


CALL TO WORSHIP Which may be said or sung. 
Minister: The Lord is in his holy temple. 
People: Let all the earth keep silence before him. 
Minister: He is not far from any one of us. 


People: Let us worship him in spirit and in truth. 
Amen. 


HYMN The people standing. If the hymn be a processional, let it precede 
the Call to Worship. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION Here let the people unite with the min- 
ister in prayer. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred 
and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We 
have left undone those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things which we ought 
not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon 
us. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy 
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and 
sober life; to the glory of thy holy name, Amen. 


SILENT MEDITATION 


WORDS OF ASSURANCE The mimster. 
Hear what assuring words our Saviour Christ saith unto all 
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that truly turn to him: Come unto me, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Hear also the words from St. John’s Gospel: God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


PRAYER FOR PARDON The minister. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their 
offenses, that through thy bountiful goodness we may be 
delivered from the bonds of those sins which by our frailty 
we have committed. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for 
Jesus Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who tres- 
pass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


ANTHEM or CHANT 


THE RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain 
standing until after the Affirmation of Faith. 


GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Here let the people, following the exhorta- 
tion of the minister, unite with him m the creed. 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true 
Church, apostolic and universal, whose holy faith let us now 
reverently and sincerely declare. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven’and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 
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the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I be- 
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur- 
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen, 


THE LESSONS From the Old and New Testament Scriptures. 
PASTORAL PRAYER The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Morning III - 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN The people standing. If there be no pro- 
cessional, let the first hymn follow the Call to Worship. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister: This is the day which the Lord hath made; let us 
rejoice and be glad in it. 
People: This is none other than the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven. 
Minister: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise. 
People: For the hour cometh, and now is, when the 
true worshipers shall worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, author of eternal light; illumine our hearts 
by the light of thy grace, that our lips may praise thee, that 
our lives may bless thee, that our worship may glorify thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT Here let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 
desires, known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse*the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty and eternal God, who searchest the hearts 
of men; we acknowledge and confess that we have 
sinned against thee in thought, word, and deed; that 
we have not loved thee with all our heart and soul, 
with all our mind and strength; and that we have not 
loved our neighbor as ourselves. Forgive us our trans- 
gressions, and help us to amend our ways, and of thine 
eternal goodness direct what we shall be, so that we 
may henceforth walk in the way of thy commandments, 
and do those things which are worthy in thy sight; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


SILENT MEDITATION 


WORDS OF ASSURANCE The minister. 
Rest in the Lorp, and wait patiently for him. Commit 
your ways unto him. Come unto him, all ye that labor and 
are heavy laden, and he will give you rest. 


WORDS OF FORGIVENESS The minister. 

May Almighty God, who caused light to shine out of 
darkness, shine in your hearts, cleansing you from all your 
sins, and restoring you to the light of the knowledge of his 
glory in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us. from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


Minister: QO Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Mimster: Praise ye the Lord. 
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People: The Lord’s name be praised. 
ANTHEM or CHANT 


THE RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain 
standing until after the Affirmation of Faith. 


GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Here let the people, following the exhorta- 
tion of the minister, unite with him in the Affirmation of Faith. 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true 
Church, apostolic and universal, whose holy faith let us now 
reverently and sincerely declare. 

We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, 
power, and love, whose mercy is over all his works, 
and whose will is ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of 
man, the gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, the ground 
of our hope, and the promise of our deliverance from 
sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence 
in our lives, whereby we are kept in perpetual remem- 
brance of the truth of Christ, and find strength and 
help in time of need. 

We believe that this faith should manifest itself in 
the service of love as set forth in the example of our 
blessed Lord, to the end that the Kingdom of God may 
come upon the earth. Amen. 


THE LESSON FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Which may be 
preceded by the Gloria Deo. 

THE LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT Which may be 
followed by the Gratia Tibi. 

CALL T@ PRAYER 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Minister: Let us pray. 
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Here let the people kneel or be seated and bow in prayer. 


Minister: O Lord, show thy mercy upen us. 

People: And grant us thy salvation. 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

People: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
PASTORAL PRAYER Which may be followed by a choral response. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 
THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION Which may be followed by a choral response. 
POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Evening I 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


SENTENCES The minister. 
From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the 
same the Lorp’s nanie is to be praised. 
The day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening are 
stretched out. But it shall come to pass, that at evening time 
it shall be light. 


HYMN The people standing. If the hymn be a processional, let it precede 
the Sentences. 


COLLECT FOR PURITY Here let the people unite with the minister 
mM prayer. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
Search me, O God, and know my heart. 


Try’me, and know my thoughts. 

And see if there be any wicked way in me. 

And lead me in the way everlasting. 

Lorp, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us. 

Out fof the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lorp. 

Lord, hear my voice. 7 

Let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my sup- 
plications. 
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If thou, Lorp, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
shall stand? 

But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest 
be feared. Amen. 


SILENT MEDITATION 


ANIBIIE, AL(OUSID YS) IE NSNNAILR 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. . 


ANTHEM 
THE MAGNIFICAT Which may be sung, or read responsively. If it 
be read responsively, let the people stand. 
My soul doth magnify the Lord. 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: 
for, behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 
blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath done to me great things; 
and holy is his name. 
His mercy is on them that fear him from generation to 
generation. 
He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scat- 
tered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted 
them of low degree. ; 
He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the 
rich he hath sent empty away. 


He hath given help to his servant Israel, in remembrance 
of his mercy; 


FOR EVENING I 15 


As he spake to our fathers, to Abraham, and to his 
seed forever. 
GLORIA PATRI 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 
PASTORAL PRAYER The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


- HYMN 
THE SERMON 


INTERCESSION Gere let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 
O God, with whom there is no darkness, but the night 
shineth as the day; keep and defend us, and all thy 
people, in soul and body during the coming night. May 
we rest in the consciousness of thy favor, in the peace of 
a good conscience, in the hope of a better life, in the 
faith of thy providence, in the love of thy Spirit. May 
we rise up again to labor in our several callings, to do 
thy work while it is day, seeing the night cometh in 
which no man can work. And whether we wake or 
sleep, may we live together with Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN Which may be @ recessional. 

SILENT’ PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


> 


An Order of Worship for Evening II 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


SENTENCES The minister. 


The day goeth away, for the shadows of the evening are 
stretched out. But it shall come to pass, that at evening time 
it shall be light. 

Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the 
lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lorp, my strength, and 
my redeemer. 


INVOCATION The mimister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father; receive us in this 
evening hour as we offer ourselves anew to thee in body, 
soul, and spirit. Let not thy holy day pass except it leave 
its benediction with us. Give to us the still and quiet heart. 


Speak to us thy truth, that we may glorify thee; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


SUPPLICATION Here let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 
Send thy peace into our hearts, O Lord, that we 
may be contented with thy mercies of this day, and 
confident of thy protection for this night; and now, 
having forgiven others, even as thou dost forgive us, 
may we have a pure comfort and a healthful rest within 
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FOR EVENING II 17, 


the shelter of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
AN EVENING HYMN 
RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain 
standing during the singing of the Gloria Patri. 
My heart: shall indite a good matter: I will bless the Lord, 
who giveth me light. 
I will say to the sorrowful, Be comforted, and to 
them that wait for the morning, Be glad of heart. 
For the glory of the Lord is risen upon the earth; the 
day breaketh, and the shadows flee away. 
Lo, the Master calleth his servants; be ready to meet 
him, O my soul; 
Who forgiveth all thy sins, who healeth all thine infirmities, 
Who openeth thy way into the kingdom of heaven, 
who maketh thee heir of eternal life. 
O Lord our God, lift up the light of thy countenance 
upon us. 
In thy light we shall see light; and thou wilt lead 
us to thy holy hill, 
And dwell with us, and be our God; and the days of our 
lamentation shall be ended. 
And all tribes shall be gathered together, and thy 
spirit ppured out upon all flesh. 
The old men shall dream dreams, and the young men shall 
see visions. 
Then shall the earth clothe her in beautiful raiment; 
she shall shine as the daughter of the Great King. 
The houses of mourning shall be full of light, and the 
rod of the oppressor shall be broken forever. 
And men shall rejoice in the work of his hands, and 
the habitations of darkness shall be no more. 
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Be glad, O ye nations, and shout for joy: be strong and 
of a good courage, ye servants of the Lord. 

For the living God is our helper: he.that sitteth above 
the heavens shall bring it to pass. 

Glory to him that hath his throne in the heavens, and 
his kingdom in the heart of his servants. 


His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; of his do- 
minion there shall be no end. 


GLORIA PATRI 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 


Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips. 


People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 
People: The Lord’s name be praised. 


ANTHEM 


EVENING PRAYER The Minister. 


O God, before whose face the generations rise and pass 
away; age after age the living seek thee and find that of 
thy faithfulness there is no end. Our fathers in their pil- 
grimage walked by thy guidance, and rested on thy com- 
passion; still to their children be thou the cloud by day, the 
fire by night. Where but in thee have we a covert from the 
storm, or shadow from the heat of life? In our manifold 
temptations thou alone knowest and art ever nigh; in sor- 
row thy pity reviveth the fainting soul; in our prosperity 
and ease it is thy Spirit only that can wean us from our 
pride and keep us humble. O thou only source of peace and 
righteousness, take now the veil from every heart, and join us 
in one communion with thy prophets and saints, who have 
trusted in thee and were not ashamed. Not of our worthiness 
but of thy tender mercy hear our prayer; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


FOR EVENING II 19 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Evening III 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the peopl 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister: Praise ye the Lord, to whom all praise is due. 
People: Praised be the Lord, to whom all praise i: 
due for ever and ever. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 


Praised be thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the world, b: 
whose law the shadows of evening fall and the gates of mort 
are opened. In wisdom thou hast established the changes o 
times and seasons, and ordered the ways of the stars in thei 
heavenly courses. Creator of heaven and earth, O living Goc 
rule thou over us forever. Praised be thou, O Lord, for th 
day and its work and for the night and its rest. Amen. 

AN EVENING HYMN 
A MEDITATION ON THE ORDERING OF OUR PERSONA 
LIVES To be said responsively by the minster and the people. 

Be ye not shaped to the pattern of this world, but be y 
transformed for the service of the world by the renewin 
of your minds, so that ye may prove what is the good an 
acceptable and perfect will of God. 

Let us examine our lives in the light of those ideals whicl 
according to the teaching of Jesus, belong to the Kingdot 
of God. 
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FOR EVENING III 21 


Jesus said: Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is 
the kingdom of heaven. 


We humbly beseech thee, O Lord, that thou wouldest 
give us the true spirit of detachment in our lives, that 
we may not become enslaved by our possessions, or en- 
tangled in any interests which cannot be consecrated 
to thee. 

That it may please thee to deliver us from pride and 
seif-complacency, and make us ever willing to confess 
that we cannot walk in our own strength, or by our- 
selves live good and useful lives. 

That it may please thee to keep us always awake to 
the vast possibilities of Christian saintship and Chris- 
tian endeavor, lest we should ever feel that we had 
already attained. 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the king- 
dom of heaven. 


Jesus said: Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall 
be comforted. 


Give us, O Lord, sorrow for our sins, and for the 
sins of the world; that through our sorrow there may be 
joy in the presence of the angels of God. 

Give us, O Lord, the spirit of thy Son, that, being 
well and glad and strong, we may never lack sympathy 
for those who suffer and are sad. 

Give us, O Lord, the power when we suffer pain to 
look into thy face, and learn from thee how to bear it 
patiently for thy sake. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be com- 
forted. 

Jesus Said: Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit 
the €arth. 


Teach us, O Lord, to think less of our own im- 
portance; help us to overcome our desire to push our- 
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selves forward at the expense of others; and grant 
that we may never glory in our achievements, but in 
thine. 

Make us, O Lord, willing to learn to be thy servants, 
through whom thou mayest achieve thy perfect will, 
and so fill us with the spirit of service, that we shall not 
merely wait to be called, but be instant to help others. 

Give us, O Lord, such a realization of our sonship to 
thee, that we may look upon all this wonderful world, 
its beauty and its treasures, as thy gift, and so recog- 
nize always that all we have must be used in accordance 
with thy will. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 


Jesus said: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 


Give to each one of us, O Lord, a reverence for the 
truth, a desire both to think and to speak honestly; 
and save us from ever being afraid of that which is just 
and true. 

Increase in us, O Lord, the desire to see justice estab- 
lished among men, and to hasten that day when love 
shall rule in our social and industrial life, and none 
shall enrich hiinself at others’ expense, or live indiffer- 
ent to others’ needs and claims. 

Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after right- 
eousness: for they shall be filled. 


Jesus said: Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy. 


Help us, O Lord, to see the good in others and 
not the evil only, and always to strive to understand 
before we hastily condemn. 

Save us, O Lord, from the spirit of resentment; 
make us quick to forgive, as men.who know how greatly 
we stand in need of others’ forgiveness and of thine. 


FOR EVENING III 23 


Help us, O Lord, to remember how often men do 
wrong through want of thought rather than lack of 
love, and how cunningly are woven the snares that trip 
men’s feet; make us worthy to pray that we may be 
forgiven in the measure in which we forgive. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 


Jesus said: Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall 
see God. 


Teach us to reverence our bodies as temples of the 
Holy Spirit, and grant that we may ever strive to be 
pure in thought, word, and deed. 

Grant, O Lord, that we may think clean, generous, 
humble thoughts, and harbor none which stain the mind 
and dim our vision of thee. 

Help us, O Lord, so to fix our minds on thy love, 
thy purpose, and thy power, that we may be delivered 
from pride and from morbid occupation with ourselves. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 


Jesus said: Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall 
be called the sons of God. 


Help us, O Lord, to keep open the windows of our 
souls to thee in prayer, and renew us ever by thy 
grace; that, through all the restlessness and complexity 
of life, we may possess the peace of those whose minds 
are stayed on thee. 

Keep us, O Lord, from embittering our earthly rela- 
tionships, and give us to reveal a courteous and forbear- 
ing spirit, that so we may be makers of peace. 

Finally, O Lord, grant that we may never rest con- 
tent with a divided and embittered Church; save us 
from factiousness and division, and grant that, in oppos- 
ing evif and maintaining our faith, we may never forget 
the law of love. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called 


the sons of God. 
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O Lord, hear our prayer. 
And let our cry come unto thee. 
SILENT MEDITATION 


Then let the minister and the people wmte in saying: 

Grant, we beseech thee, O Christ, that as we all share 
in one life, being members of thy body, so we may all 
use thy gifts for the perfecting of the saints, unto the 
work of ministering, unto the building up of thy body, 
till we attain unto the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of thee, unto a full-grown man, unto the 
measure of the stature of thy fullness, to whom be all 
praise and glory now and for evermore. Amen. 


HYMN 

THE SERMON Which moy be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
ANTHEM 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 
SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Morning or 
Evening I 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
CALL TO WORSHIP Which may be said or sung. 


HYMN [/f @ processional, the hymn shall precede the Call to Worship, and 
the people shall then rise at the second stanza and join in singing. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION To be said by all, the people seated and 
bowed, or kneeling. The following, or other prayer of confession, may 


be said: 

Our heavenly Father, who by thy love hast made us, 
and through thy love hast kept us, and in thy love 
wouldest make us perfect; we humbly confess that we 
have not loved thee with all our heart and soul and mind 
and strength, and that we have not loved one another 
as Christ hath loved us. Thy life is within our souls, 
but our selfishness hath hindered thee. We have resisted 
thy Spirit. We have neglected thine inspirations. For- 
give what we have been; help us to amend what we 
are; and in thy Spirit direct what we shall be; that 
thou mayest come into the full glory of thy creation, in 
us and’in all men; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


SILENT MEDITATION The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE The minister. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER Which may be said or sung. 

ANTHEM or CHANT Which may be the Venite or the Te Deum. 


THE RESPONSIVE READING The people to stand and remain stand- 
ing until after the Affirmation of Faith. 


GLORIA PATRI 
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH To be said by the minister and people. 


THE LESSON FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES The Old and 
New Testaments. 


PASTORAL PRAYER The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of offerings, with prayer or offertory 
sentences. 


HYMN The people standing. 

THE SERMON 

PRAYER The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 


HYMN or DOXOLOGY @he people standing. The closing hymn may 
be a recessional. 


BENEDICTION The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 
SILENT PRAYER 
POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Morning or 
Evening II 
Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 
PRELUDE 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
INVOCATION 
HYMN 


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the com- 
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 


ANTHEM ” 

THE RESPONSIVE READING 

GLORIA PATRI 

THE LESSON FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES 
SILENT MEDITATION 

PASTORAL PRAYER 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
27 
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OFFERTORY The dedication of offerings, with prayer or offertory 
sentences. 


HYMN 

THE SERMON 

PRAYER 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Morning or 
Evening III 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
CALL TO WORSHIP Which may be said or sung. 


HYMN /f a processional, the hymn shall precede the call to worship, and 
the people shall then rise at the second stanza and join in singing. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION To be said by all, the people seated and 
bowed, or kneeling. The following, or other prayer of confession, may 
be said: 

Almighty God, from whom every good prayer cometh, 
and who pourest out, on all who desire it, the spirit of 
grace and supplication; deliver us, when we draw nigh 
to thee, from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, 
that with steadfast thoughts, and kindled affections, we 
may worship thee in spirit and in truth; through Jesus 

-Christ our Lord. Amen. 


SILENT MEDITATION The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER Which may be said or sung. 
ANTHEM 


THE VESSON FROM THE HOLY SCRIPTURES If a responsive 
reading is used, it should be ead by the Gloria Patri, the people 
standing. 


PASTORAL PRAYER The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 
PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS 

HYMN The people standing. 

THE SERMON 


AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
29 
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HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER ; 

BENEDICTION The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 
BOS MEUM E 


An Order for Morning or Evening 
Prayer 


Adapted from the Sunday Service of 
JOHN WESLEY 
Suggested for Occasional Use 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
SENTENCES One or more of them to be read by the minister, the 
people standing. 

The Lorp is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep 
silence before him. 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lorp, my strength, and 
my redeemer. 

This is the day which the Lorp hath made, we will rejoice 
and be glad in it. 

The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 


HYMN Jf @ processional, the hymn should precede the Sentences, ana , 
the people shall then rise and join in singing. 
CALL TO CONFESSION By the minister, the people standing. 
Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us to acknowledge 
and confess our sins before Almighty God our heavenly 
Father with a humble, lowly, penitent, and obedient heart, 
to the end that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite 
goodness and mercy. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as 
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many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure 
heart and a humble voice unto the throne of the heavenly 
grace. 

Let us pray. 


GENERAL CONFESSION To be said by all, the people seated and 
bowed, or kneeling. 

Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred 
and strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have 
followed too much the devices and desires of our own 
hearts. We have offended against thy holy laws. We 
have left undone those things which we ought to have 
done, and we have done those things which we ought 
not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon 
us. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy 
promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. And grant, O most merciful Father, for his sake, 
that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and sober 
life; to the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR PARDON The minister. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their 
offenses, that through thy bountiful goodness we may be 
delivered from the bonds of those sins which by our frailty 
we have committed. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for 
Jesus Christ's sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen, 

The people shall answer here, and at the end of all other prayers, Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER To be satd by all. 


Mimster: O Lord, open thou our lips. 


People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 
People: The Lord’s name be praised. 


VENITE To be said or sung by all, the people standing. 


MORNING OR EVENING PRAYER OF WESLEY 39 


PSALTER To be said by all, the people standing. 

GLORIA PATRI To be said or sung by all, the people standing. 
THE LESSON FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT 

TE DEUM To be said or sung by all, the people standing. 

THE LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 

JUBILATE DEO To be said or sung by all, the people standing. 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Here shall be said the Apostles’ Creed. 


Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Mimster: Let us pray. 


COLLECT FOR PEACE To be said by all, the people seated and 
bowed, or kneeling. 

O God, who art the author of peace and lover of 
concord, in knowledge of whom standeth our eternal 
life, whose service is perfect freedom; defend us thy 
humble servants in all assaults of our enemies, that we, 
surely trusting in thy defense, may not fear the power 
of any adversaries, through the might of Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT FOR GRACE 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlast- 
ing God, who hast safely brought us to the beginning 
of this day; defend us in the same with thy mighty 
power; and grant that this day we fall into no sin, 
neither run into any kind of danger, but that all our 
doings may be ordered by thy governance, to do always 
that which is righteous in thy sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PKAVER Then may the minister offer a prayer, ending with: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with us all. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY Then may be sung an anthem, and an offering may be 
recewed. 


THE SERMON When the service is followed by a sermon or the Holy 
Communion, the minister shall make use of appropriate hymns and 
prayers. Otherwise, the service may close with a hymn and the fol- 
lowing benediction. 


BENEDICTION 


The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 
God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 


POSTLUDE 


When this order of worship is to be used for Evening Prayer, the fol- 
lowing changes shall be made: 


The Magnificat shall be used in place of the Te Deum. 
The Nunc Dimittis shall be used in place of the Jubilate Deo. 


In place of the Collect for Grace shall be said the following 
collects: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and 
by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and dan- 
gers of this night; for the love of thine only Son, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most 
gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help, 
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in 
thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and finally, by thy 


mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen, 


ORDERS OF WORSHIP FOR OCCASIONAL USE 


Suggested for Festival Observances of the Christian Year! 


THESE orders of worship are intended as guides to point out the variety 
and richness of material that may be used to aid in deepening the spiritual 
life and interpreting the Christian message. 


An Order of Worship for cae 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister: O praise the Lord, all ye nations: praise him, all 
ye people. 
People: His merciful kindness is great toward us. 
Minister: Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


People: Blessed be the name of the Lord for ever- 
more. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 


O God, who hast set before us the great hope that thy 
Kingdom shall come on earth, and hast taught us to pray 
for its coming; make us ever ready to thank thee for the 
signs of its dawning, and to pray and work for that perfect 
day when thy will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COLEECT FOR ADVENT Here let the people unite with the minister 
” in drayer. 
Almighty God, who in thy providence hast made all 


1 For a calendar of the Christian Year see pages 209-12. 


ob) 


36 ORDERS OF WORSHIP FOR OCCASIONAL USE 


ages a preparation for the kingdom of thy Son; we be- 
seech thee to make ready our hearts for the brightness 
of thy glory and the fullness of thy blessing in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who didst cause 
light to shine out of darkness in the advent of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, to take away the sins of the world; 
we humbly confess our transgressions and implore thy 
forgiveness. We are ashamed of that within us which 
maketh neither for good will to others nor for growth 
in goodness in our own lives. We beseech thee that the 
Spirit of Christ may be born anew within us, and that 
we may glorify his nativity with hearts of compassion, 
deeds of kindly service, and the spirit of good will to- 
ward all mankind; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


SILENT MEDITATION 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE The mimster. 
The Lord is at hand. In nothing be anxious; but in every- 
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. And the peace of God, 


which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. 


PRAYER FOR PARDON The minister. 

CG Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their 
offenses, that through thy bountiful goodness we may be 
delivered from the bonds of those sins which by our frailty 
we have committed. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake, our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
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us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


ANTHEM or CHANT 


THE RESPONSIVE READING Here lef the people stand and remain 
standing until after the Affirmation of Faith. 


GLORIA PATRI 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Here let the people, following the exhorta- 


tion of the mimster, unite with him in the creed. 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true 
Church, apostolic and universal, whose holy faith let us now 
reverently and sincerely declare. 


I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible: 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 
of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven, and was incar- 
nate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was 
made man, and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered and was buried, and the third day 
he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again with glory, to judge both the 
quick and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver 
of life, who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 
and glorified, who spake by the prophets. And I be- 
lieve one catholic and apostolic Church. I acknowledge 
one baptism for the remission of sins. And I look for 
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the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 


THE LESSONS From the Old and New Testament Scriptures. 


OUR LORD’S SUMMARY OF THE LAW The responses may be said 
or sung. Let the people be bowed. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first of all the command- 
ments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: 
and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength: this is the first commandment. 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 


A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another ; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy 
laws in our hearts, we beseech thee. Amen, 


PASTORAL PRAYER 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for 
Christmas Sunday 


PRELUDE 


QUIET MOMENTS Let the people kneel or bow in silent prayer upon 
entering the sanctuary and devoutly meditate on the following words. 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 

The Lorp hath made known his salvation: his righteous- 
ness hath he openly showed in the sight of the nations. 

The angel said, Behold, I bring you good tidings of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, be- 
cause that God sent his only-begotten Son into the world, 
that we might live through him. 

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowl- 
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

A PRAYER AT CHRISTMASTIME 
- We beseech thee, O God, let our hearts be graciously en- 
lightened by the radiance of the dayspring from on high, that 
we may escape the darkness of this world, and by thy 
guidance attain to the country of eternal brightness; through 


Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


% 
A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 


As we commemorate the holy nativity of our Lord, let us 
remember : 


His lowly toil and his lonely way, 
The gracious words of his lips and the deep com- 


passion of his heart, 
His friendship for the defeated and his care for 


the outcast, 


ae 


oo 


40 ORDERS OF WORSHIP FOR OCCASIONAL USE 


The crown of thorns and the cruel cross, 

His victory over death and his promised peace to 
all men, 

The presence of his spirit and the assurance of 
eternal life. 


As we celebrate Christmas, let us rejoice: 
For the light that shines on our pathway, 
For the great redemption revealed in the coming 
of Jesus Christ, 
For the fellowship of faith in the beloved com- 
munity of the Church. 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN The people standing. If there be no pro- 


cessional, let the first hymn follow the Call to Worship. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 


Minister: Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 


a Saviour, which-is Christ the Lord. 


People: This child is set for the fall and rising again 


of many. 


Minister: Let us with the wise men, lowly shepherds, and all 


the heavenly host, worship the Holy Babe. 


People: O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 


Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 
INVOCATION The minister. 


Let us pray. 


0 God our Father, who hast brought us again to the glad 
season when we commemorate the birth of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; grant that his Spirit may be born anew in 
our hearts this day and that we may joyfully welcome him 
to reign over us. Open our ears that we may hear again 
the angelic chorus of old; open our lips that we too may 
sing with uplifted hearts, Glory to God in the highest, and 


on earth peace, good will toward men. Amen. 
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COLLECT FOR CHRISTMAS Here let the people unite with the 
minister in prayer. 

O Father, who hast declared thy love to men by the 
birth of the holy Child at Bethlehem; help us to wel- 
come him with gladness and to make room for him in 
our common days, so that we may live at peace with 
one another and in good will with all thy family; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Mimster: Praise ye the Lord. 
People: The Lord’s name be praised. 
ANTHEM 
CHRISTMAS LITANY The minister, the people responding. 
Let us pray. 

Glory to God in the highest. 

And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

O God, thou art our salvation; we will trust, and not be 
afraid. Thou art our strength and our song. 

Therefore with joy shall we draw water out of the 
wells of salvation. 

We thank thee for the birth of Jesus, that thy Spirit was 
upon him, that he was anointed to preach good tidings to 
the poor, to proclaim release to the captives, the recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. 

Help us to make our present time the acceptable year 
of the Lord. 

O God, enable us, as we worship thee, to kindle with the 
joy of simple shepherds long ago at the thought of all that 
came fo the world in the birth of the child Jesus. 

' Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 

Help us, O God, in the light of the shining star to realize 
the wastes and desolations of the world, to feel the weight 
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of the world’s sorrow and need, to be made aware of the 
power of evil, to see what spiritual loss is caused by man’s 
hatred and sins. 

Help us with the spirit of Jesus to build the old 
wastes and to raise up the former desolations. 

Forgive us, O God, for our weariness of heart through 
great conflict and exertion. Suffer us not to become crea- 
tures and nations of selfishness, of narrow, foolish pride; 
marred with hardness of heart, and weakened by fear and 
suspicion. 

Grant unto us that we being delivered out of the hand 
of our enemies may serve thee without fear. 

Over the face of the ancient earth, weary and torn with 
strife, the passing generations have come and are gone, and 
have not seen the triumph of good will among men; yet we 
give thanks for the unceasing renewal of life born to new 
hopes and strong to achieve new victories of good. 


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

In the light of the shining star that giveth happiness to 
little children and cheer to all, help us to renew our zeal for 
that good time when none shall be far off or forgotten, but 
shall live within the circle of the blessed life. 

May the dayspring from on high visit us, to give light 
to them that sit in darkness, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace. Amen. 


GLORIA PATRI 


THE LESSON 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. 
The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lorp, make straight in the desert a highway 
for our God. 
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Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and 
hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough places plain. . 

And the glory of the Lorp shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together : for the mouth of the Lorp hath spoken it. 

Thus saith the Lorp of hosts, Yet once, it is a little while, 
and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and 
the dry land; and I will shake all nations, and the desire of 
all nations shall come. 

The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temm- 
ple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: 
behold, he shall come, saith the Lorp of hosts. 

But who may abide the day of his coming, and who shall 
stand when he arveareth? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire. 

And he shall purify the sons of Levi, that they may offer 
unto the Lorp an offering in righteousness. 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall 
call his name Immanuel, God with us. 

O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion, get thee up into 
the high mountain; O thou that tellest good tidings to Jeru- 
salem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; 
say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God! 

Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lorp is risen upon thee. 

For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people: but the Lorp shall arise upon thee, and 
his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the nations shall come 
to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising. 

The people that “walked in darkness have seen a great 
light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, 
upon them hath the light shined. 

Foreunto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
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There were shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flocks by night. 

And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them; and they were 
sore afraid. 

And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. 

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter 
of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee. 

He is the righteous Saviour, and he shall speak peace unto 
the nations. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears 
of the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing. 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall 
gently lead those that are with young. 

Come unto him, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and he will give you rest. 

Take his yoke upon you, and learn of him; for he is meek 
and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. 

His yoke is easy, and his burden is light. 

Hallelujah! For the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. The 
kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and 
ever. King of kings, and Lord of lords. Hallelujah! 

—From The Messiah: Isa. 40:1-5; Hag. 2:6-7; Mal. 3:1-3; Isa. 

7:14; 40:9; 60:1-3; 9:2, 6; Luke 2:8-11, 13-14; Zech. 9:9; Isa, 

35:5-6; 40:11: Matt. 11:28-30; Rev. 19:6; 11:15; 19:6. 
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CAROLS 


MEDITATION 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand; 
Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in his hand, 
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. Amen. 


PASTORAL PRAYER Which may be followed by a choral response. 
OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. 


ACT OF CONSECRATION Here let the people rise and sing. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


HYMN OF PREPARATION 

THE CHRISTMAS SERMON 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION and CHORAL AMEN 


POSTLUDE 
, 


>» 


The Order of Worship for Such as 
Would Enter into or Renew Their 
Covenant with God 


For Use in a Watch-Night Service or on the 
First Sunday of the New Year 


“On December 25, 1747, John Wesley strongly urged the Methodists to 
renew their Covenant with God. His first Covenant Service was held in 
the French Church at Spitalfields on August 11, 1755, when he recited 
the words of ‘that blessed man Richard Alleine,’ which he published that 
year in the ‘Christian Library.’ Wesley issued this as a pamphlet in 1780, 
and the form was used without alteration for nearly a century. Various 
modifications: were then made, till a form was prepared which gave the 
people a larger share in the devotions. That form has now been revised 
with a deep sense of the importance of a service which has been a fruitful 
source of blessing to Methodism ever since 1755.’—The Book of Offices, 
The Methodist Church of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The covenant hymn, “Come, let us use the grace divine,’ was written 
for this service by Charles Wesley. 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appoimted. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer.upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 

HYMN The people standing. 

COLLECT FOR PURITY Here let the people unite with the minister in 
prayer. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Here may be read John 15:1-8 or the 
responsive reading for Watch Night. 


HYMN The people standing. 


THE INVITATION The mimster. Let the people remain standing. 

Dearly beloved, the Christian life, to which we are called, 
is a life in Christ, redeemed from sin by him, and through 
him consecrated to God. Upon this life we have entered, 
having been admitted into that new covenant of which our 
Lord Jesus Christ is mediator, and which he sealed with his 
own blood, that it might stand forever. 

On one side the covenant is God’s promise that he will 
fulfill in and through us all that he declared in Jesus Christ, 
who is the author and perfecter of our faith. That his prom- 
ise still stands we are sure, for we have known his goodness 
and proved his grace in our lives day by day. 

On the other side we stand pledged to live no more unto 
ourselves, but to him who loved us and gave himself for us 
and cglled us to serve him that the purposes of his coming 
be fulfilled. 

From time to time we renew our vows of consecration, 
especially when we gather at the table of the Lord; but on 
this day we meet expressly, as generations of our fathers 
have met, that we may joyfully and solemnly renew the 
covendnt which bound them and binds us to God. 

Let us then, remembering the mercies of God and the 
hope of his calling, examine ourselves by the light of his 
Spirit, that we may see wherein we have failed or fallen 
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short in faith and practice and, considering all that this cove- 
nant means, may give ourselves anew to God. 


Let us pray. 


THE ACT OF ADORATION The minister, the people responding. 
Here let the people kneel or be seated and bow. 

Let us adore the Father, the God of love who created us; 

Who every moment preserves and sustains us; 

Who has loved us with an everlasting love, and given us 
the light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be 
the Lord. 

Let us glory in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 

Who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor ; 

Who went about doing good and preaching the gospel of 
the kingdom ; 

Who was tempted in all points like as we are, yet without 
sin ; 

Who became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
Cross ; 

Who was dead, and liveth for evermore; 

Who opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers; 

Who sitteth at the right hand of God in the glory of the 
Father. 

Thou art the King of Glory, O Christ. 

Let us rejoice in the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, the 
Lord and Giver of life, by whom we are born into the family 
of God, and made members of the Body of Christ; 

Whose witness confirms us; 

Whose wisdom teaches us; 

Whose power enables us; 

Who waits to do for us exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think. 


All praise to thee, O Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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ANTHEM Gloria in Excelsis. 


Glory be to God on high, and on earth, peace, good will 
toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, 
we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O 
Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty! 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ; O Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the 
sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at 
the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. For 
thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O 
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of 
God the Father. Amen. 


THE ACT OF THANKSGIVING The minister, the people responding. 
Let us rise and give thanks to God for his manifold mercies. 


Here let the people stand. 


O God our Father, the fountain of all goodness, who hast 
been gracious to us through all the years of our life; we 
give thee thanks for thy lovingkindness which hath filled 
our days and brought us to this time and place. 

We praise thy holy name, O Lord. 

Thou hast given us life and reason, and set us in a world 
which is full of thy glory. Thou hast comforted us with kin- 
dred and friends, and ministered to us through the hands 
and nfinds of our fellows. 

We praise thy holy name, O Lord. 

Thou hast set in our hearts a hunger for thee, and given 
us thy peace. Thou hast redeemed us and called us to a high 
calling’ i in Christ Jesus. Thou hast given us a place in the 
fellowship of thy Spirit and the witness of thy Church. 


We praise thy holy name, O Lord. 
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In darkness thou hast been our light, in adversity and 
temptation a rock of strength, in our joys the very spirit of 
joy, in our labors the all-sufficient reward. 

We praise thy holy name, O Lord. 


Thou hast remembered us when we have forgotten thee, 
followed us even when we fled from thee, met us with for- 
giveness when we turned back to thee. For all thy long- 
suffering and the abundance of thy grace, 


We praise thy holy name, O Lord. Amen. 
ANTHEM or HYMN 


THE ACT OF CONFESSION The minister, the people responding. 
Let us now examine ourselves before God, humbly con- 
fessing our sins and watching our hearts, lest by self-deceit 
we shut ourselves out from his presence. 


Let us pray. 
Here let all kneel or bow. 


O God our Father, who hast set forth the way of life for 
us in thy beloved Son; we confess with shame our slowness 
to learn of him, our reluctance to follow him. Thou hast 
spoken and called, and we have not given heed; thy beauty 
hath shone forth, and we have been blind; thou hast stretched 
out thy hands to us through our fellows, and we have passed 
by. We have taken great benefits with little thanks; we have 
been unworthy of thy changeless love. 

Have mercy upon us and forgive us, O Lord. 

Forgive us, we beseech thee, the poverty of our worship, 
the formality and selfishness of our prayers, our inconstancy 
and unbelief, our neglect of fellowship and of the means of 
grace, our hesitating witness for Christ, our false pretences, 
and our willful ignorance of thy ways. 

Have mercy upon us and forgive us, O Lord. 


Forgive us wherein we have wasted our time or misused 
our gifts. Forgive us wherein we have excused our own 
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wrongdoing or evaded our responsibilities. Forgive us that 
we have been unwilling to overcome evil with good, that we 
have drawn back from the cross. 


Have mercy upon us and forgive us, O Lord. 


Forgive us that so little of thy love hath reached others 
through us, and that we have borne so lightly wrongs and 
sufferings that were not our own. Forgive us wherein we 
have cherished the things that divide us from others, and 
wherein we have made it hard for them to live with us, and 
wherein we have been thoughtless in our judgments, hasty 
in condemnation, grudging in forgiveness. 

Have mercy upon us and forgive us, O Lord. 

If we have made no ventures in fellowship, if we have 
kept in our heart a grievance against another, if we have not 
sought reconciliation, if we have been eager for the punish- 
ment of wrongdoers and slow to seek their redemption, 

Have mercy upon us and forgive us, O Lord. 

Let each of us in silence make confession to God. 


SILENT MEDITATION 
Then let the minister and the people unite in saying: 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lov- 
ingkindness; according unto the multitude of thy ten- 
der mercies blot out my transgressions. Wash me thor- 
oughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin. Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a 
right spirit within me. Amen. 

THE WORDS OF ASSURANCE Then, the people still kneeling or 
bowed, let the minister rise and say; 

This is the message which we have heard of him, and declare 
unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
If weewalk in the light, as he isin the light, we have fellow- 
stip dne with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin. If we say that we have no 
sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we 
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confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


COVENANT HYMN 540 “Come let us use the grace divine.” The 
people standing. 


THE COVENANT Let the people remain standing. 

And now, beloved, let us bind ourselves with willing bonds 
to our covenant God, and take the yoke of Christ upon us. 

This taking of his yoke upon us means that we are heartily 
content that he appoint us our place and work, and that he 
alone be our reward. 

Christ has many services to be done; some are easy, others 

-are difficult; some bring honor, others bring reproach; some 
are suitable to our natural inclinations and temporal in- 
terests, others are contrary to both. In some we may please 
Christ and please ourselves; in others we cannot please 
Christ except by denying ourselves. Yet the power to do all 
these things is assuredly given us in Christ, who strength- 
eneth us. 

Therefore let us make the covenant of God our own. Let 
us engage our heart to the Lord, and resolve in his strength 
never to go back. 

Being thus prepared, let us now, in sincere dependence on 
his grace and trusting in his promises, yield ourselves anew 
to him. 

Let us pray. 


THE COVENANT PRAYER Here let the people kneel or bow. 

O Lord God, holy Father, who hast called us through 
Christ to be partakers in this gracious covenant; we take 
upon ourselves with joy the yoke of obedience, and engage 
ourselves, for love of thee, to seek and do thy perfect will. 
We are no longer our own, but thine. 

@ 


Here let the minister and the people unite in saying: 


I am no longer my own, but thine. Put me to what 
thou wilt, rank me with whom thou wilt; put me to 
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doing, put me to suffering; let me be employed for 
thee or laid aside for thee, exalted for thee or brought 
low for thee; let me be fuil, let me be empty; let me 
have all things, let me have nothing; I freely and 
heartily yield all things to thy pleasure and disposal, 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit, thou art mine, and I am thine. So be 
it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it 
be ratified in heaven. Amen. 

THE SURSUM CORDA and SANCTUS Here let the people stand 
and join im singing or saying the responses. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 

It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we 
should at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee, 
O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glo- 

“ rious name, evermore praising thee, and saying: Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are 
full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high! 
Amen. 

HYMN OF DEDICATION Here may follow the Holy Communion, 


beginning with the Prayer of Consecration; or here may follow a 
SeYMOM 


BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 


. 


An Order of Worship for Epiphany 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister: God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
People: If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another. 
Minister: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together. 
People: For with him is the fountain of life: in his 
light shall we see light. Amen. 


RESPONSE 
Father of lights, in whom there is no shadow, 
Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
With one accord we seek thy holy presence, 
Gladly our hearts to thee in praise we lift. Amen. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. . 
From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of 
the same, thy name, O God, shall be great among the Gen- 
tiles; and in every place incense shall be offered unto thy 
name, and a pure offering; for thy name shall be great 
among the nations; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 
COLLECT FOR EPIPHANY Here let the people unite with the 
minster in prayer. 
Father of lights and giver of all good, we praise thee 
that thou callest us to share as thine own sons and 
daughters the life of freedom, truth, and love. Grant, 
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we pray thee, that in purity of heart we may receive 
and manifest the blessings of thy light and life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION Here let the people kneel or be seated 
and with bowed heads unite with the minister in prayer. 

O most merciful Father, we confess before thee that 
we have done little to forward thy Kingdom in the 
world, and to advance thy glory. We would humble our- 
selves before thee for our past neglects, and seek for 
mercy and forgiveness. Pardon our shortcomings. Give 
us greater zeal for thy glory. Make us more ready and 
diligent, by our prayers, by our gifts, and by our exam- 
ples, to spread abroad the knowledge of thy truth and 
to enlarge the boundaries of thy Kingdom. May the love 
of Christ constrain us, and may we do all to thy glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 


SILENT MEDITATION 


WORDS OF ASSURANCE The minister. 

The Lorp is my light and my salvation ; whom shall I fear? 
the Lorp is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid? Wait on the Lorp: be of good courage, and he shall 

~ strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lorp. 


WORDS OF FORGIVENESS The minister. 

May Almighty God, who caused light to shine out of dark- 
ness, shine in your hearts, cleansing you from all your sins, 
anc restoring you to the light of the knowledge of his glory 
in the face of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy, kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
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us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


HYMN 


RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain 
standing during the singing of the Gloria Patri. 


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lorp is risen upon thee. 


For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. 


But the Lorp shall rise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. 


And the nations shall come to thy light, and kings to 
the brightness of thy rising. 


The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee. 


But the LorpD shall be unto thee an everlasting light, 
and thy God thy glory. 


Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself. 


For the Lorp shall be thine everlasting light, and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended. 
GLORIA PATRI 
THE LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT Matthew 2:1-12, 
THE LITANY The minister, the people responding. 
Let us pray. 


Blessed be the Lord God for his tender mercy, whereby 
the dayspring from on high hath visited us, 

To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 


Jesus said: They shall come from the east, and from the 
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west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy holy gospel. 

Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also 
I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall 
be one fold, and one shepherd. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy holy promise. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit: teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy holy word. 

Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy Holy Spirit. 

We beseech thee to hear us, O Lord, that thou wouldest 
stir up the hearts of thy faithful people to greater obedience, 
and unite thy Church to face the world’s great need. That 

- thou wouldest send forth laborers into thy harvest, 

Hear us, we beseech thee. 

That those who have gone forth may be supported by thy 
presence, guided by thy counsel, and filled with thy power, 


Hear us, we beseech thee. 


é Then let the minister and the people unite in saying: 
Accept the devotion of our hearts, till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of thee, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
thy fullness. Amen. 


ee 
OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


ANTHEM 
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HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Lent 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


INTROIT Which may be said or sung. 
Before Jehovah’s awe-full throne, 
Ye nations, bow with sacred joy; 
Know that the Lord is God alone, 
He can create, and he destroy. 


His sov’reign pow’r, without our aid, 
Made us of clay, and form’d us men; 

And, when like wand’ring sheep we stray’d, 
He brought us to his fold again. 


Wide as the world is his: command; 
Vast as eternity his love; 
Firm as a rock his truth shall stand, 
When rolling years shall cease to move. Amen. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister: Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and 
bow myself before the high God? 
People: He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; 
, and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? 
Minister: The hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 
shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 


} truth; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 


Poole: Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his 
name; worship the Lord in the beauty of holi- 


ness. Amen. 
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INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that 
thou hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who 
are penitent; create and make in us new and contrite hearts, 
that we, truly lamenting our sins and acknowledging our 
wickedness, may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, per- 


fect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


HYMN The people standing. If the hymn be @ processional, let it precede 
the Intrott. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION Here let the people kneel or be seated 
and with bowed heads unite with the minister in prayer. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
Maker of all things, Judge of all men; we acknowledge 
our manifold sins and wickedness, which we have com- 
mitted by thought, word, and deed. We do earnestly 
repent, and are heartily sorry for these our misdoings. 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; forgive us 
all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


WORDS OF ASSURANCE The minister. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


WORDS OF FORGIVENESS The minister. 


Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man 
his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lorp, and he will 
have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
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thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


HYMN 
RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain 
standing during the singing of the Gloria Patri. 

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lorp. 

_ Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to 
the voice of my supplications. 

If thou; Lorp, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who 
shall stand? 

But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest 
be feared. 

I wait for the Lorpb, my soul doth wait, and in his word do 
I hope. 

My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that 
watch for the morning: I say, more than they that 
‘watch for the morning. 

Let Israel hope in the Lorp: for with the Lorp there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 


GLORJA PATRI 
THE LESSONS From the Old and New Testament Scriptures. 


PRAYER The minister and the people. 

Almighty God, who hast shown us in the life and 
teaching of thy Son the true way of blessedness; thou 
chast“also showed us in his suffering and death that the 
path of love may lead to the cross, and the reward of 
faithfulness may be a crown of thorns. Give us grace to 
learn these hard lessons. May we take up our cross and 


62 ORDERS OF WORSHIP FOR OCCASIONAL USE 


follow Christ, in the strength and patience and the 
constancy of faith; and may we have such fellowship 
with him in his sorrow that we may know the secret of 
his strength and peace, and see, even in our darkest hour 
of trial and anguish, the shining of the eternal light. 
Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Good Friday 


A Three-Hour Service of Devotion 


Tuts order of worship is for use on Good Friday from twelve o’clock 
noon to three o’clock—the traditional hours for the commemoration of 
the crucifixion of our Lord. 


PRELUDE 


QUIET MOMENTS Let the people kneel or bow im silent prayer upon 
entering the sanctuary and devoutly meditate upon the following words. 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God; and if children, then heirs; heirs 
of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer 
with him, that we may be also glorified together. 

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, 
looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who 
for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, de- 
spising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 

God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were ,yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. For whosover will save his 
life shall lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my 
sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. 


é 


a s PRAYER 


. Help us, Almighty God, to bear with patience whatever 
cross now rests upon our shoulders, knowing that in so do- 
ing we shall, with Christ, overcome the world and vanquish 
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our last enemies; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


12:00 
HYMN 134 “O come and mourn with me awhile.” 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 

People: Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like 
unto his sorrow. 

Minister: God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

People: Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 


O God our Father, we come beseeching thee mercifully 
to guide us in these our meditations, supplications, and 
prayers, and to dispose the minds and hearts of all men to- 
ward the attainment of everlasting salvation; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT FOR GOOD FRIDAY Here let the people unite with the 
minister in prayer. 

Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold 
this thy family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was 
content to be betrayed, and given up into the hands of 
wicked men, and to suffer death upon the cross; who 
now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen, 


Mimster: O Lord, open thou our lips. 

People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 

People: The Lord’s name be praised. 
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ANTHEM “God So Loved the World.” 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world through him might 
be saved. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION The minister, the people responding. 
Let us pray. 

O God, in this hour of solemn remembrance we acknowl- 
edge with sorrow and shame that our sins are such as sent 
our blessed Lord to the cross. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

We confess with penitence that we have been slow to ac- 
cept that forgiveness of sins and cleansing from all unright- 
eousness which, by his death, he sealed for us as the free gift 
of God. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

We have not always entered into the fellowship of his 
sufferings, and have charged thee with indifference to sor- 
row and pain. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. Amen. 


WORDS OF FORGIVENESS The minister. 

May the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the 
world, loose you from all your sins by his blood, for the sake 
of his wounds pardon all your transgressions, and by his 
stripes grant you healing, both of body and of mind. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 
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HYMN 137 “O Love divine, what hast thou done!” 


TZ 


THE FIRST WORD Luke 23:34. 
Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do. 


HYMN 144 “Beneath the cross of Jesus.” 
SILENT MEDITATION 


PRAYERS The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, grant us so to celebrate the 
mysteries of our Lord’s passion, that we, obtaining pardon 
through his precious blood, may come with joy to the com- 
memoration of that sacrifice by which thou hast been pleased 
to redeem us; through the same thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

The minister and the people. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from 
their offenses, that through thy bountiful goodness we 
may be delivered from the bonds of those sins which 
by our frailty we have committed. May all who have 
sinned in ignorance, or are this day sincerely sorry for 
their sins, be given pardon and amendment of life. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


ANTHEM 


12:40 


THE SECOND WORD Luke 23:43. 
Today shalt thou be with me in paradise. 


HYMN 146 “Never further than thy cross.” 
SILENT MEDITATION 
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PRAYERS The minister. 
Let us pray. 

O Lord, we beseech thee, mercifully hear our prayers, and 
spare all those who confess their sins unto thee, that they 
whose consciences by sin are accused, by thy merciful par- 
don may be absolved; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The minister and the people. 

O Thou who art love, and who seest all the suffer- 
ing, injustice, and misery which reign in this world; 
‘have pity, we implore thee, on the work of thy hands. 
Look mercifully upon the poor, the oppressed, and all 
who are heavy laden with error, labor, and sorrow. Fill 
our hearts with deep compassion for those who suffer, 
and hasten the coming of thy kingdom of justice and 
truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


1:00 


THE THIRD WORD John 19:26-27. 
Woman, behold thy son! . . . Behold thy mother! 


HYMN 138 “Near the cross her vigil keeping.” 
SILENT MEDITATION 


PRAYERS The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Infinite and eternal Spirit, our God and our Father, author 
of all good, and never far from any of thy children; we 
dratv near to thee that in fellowship with thee we may re- 
ceive of thy Spirit. May all the bonds of love and ties of 
friendship be made stronger and sweeter through him who 
in his mortal agony was not unforgetful that we need one 
another’s love, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


alte The minister and the people. 
O eternal God, who alone makest men to be of one 
mind in a house; help us, the members of this house- 
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hold, faithfully to fulfill our duties to thee and to each 
other. Put far from us all unkind thoughts, anger, and 
evil speaking. Give us tender hearts, full of affection 
and sympathy toward all. Grant us grace to feel the 
sorrows and trials of others as our own, and to bear 
patiently with their imperfections. Preserve us from 
selfishness, and grant that, day by day, walking in love, 
we may grow up into the likeness of thy Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


1:20 
THE FOURTH WORD Matthew 27:46. 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 


HYMN 274 “In the hour of trial.” 
SILENT MEDITATION 


PRAYERS The minister. 
Let us pray. 

O Almighty God, who art a most strong tower to all those 
who put their trust in thee, to whom all things in heaven, in 
earth, and under the earth do bow and obey; be now and 
evermore our defense, and make us know and feel that there 
is none other name under the heaven given to man, in whom 
and through whom we may receive health and salvation, but 
only the name of thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen, 

The minister and the people. 

Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut 
not thy merciful ears to our prayer; but spare us, Lord 
most holy, O God most mighty, O holy and merciful 
Saviour, thou most worthy Judge eternal, suffer us not, 
at our last hour, for any pains of death, to fall from 
thee. May we not feel forsaken of thee, or shut out 
from thy love; but save us in all our mortal strife; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


ANTHEM 
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1:50 


THE FIFTH WORD John 19:28. 


I thirst. 
HYMN 273 “O Love divine, that stooped to share.” 


SILENT MEDITATION 
PRAYERS The minister. 


Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy 
but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before 
he was crucified; mercifully grant that we, walking in the 
way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of 
life and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The minister and the people. 

O Lord, increase our faith, renew our courage, and 
by thy Spirit make us victors over the things that beset 
us by giving our utmost to the highest. May thy bless- 
ing rest upon all who give cups of cold water to others 
because they belong to Christ. Show us that in every 
woe thou art still with us, that in every sorrow thou 
art still loving us, even unto the uttermost. And may 
our faith stand firm in thy faithfulness; through Jesus - 
Christ our Lord, Amen, 


ZG 


THE SIXTH WORD John 19:30. 


It fs finished. 


HYMN 139 “Ti is finished!” 
SILENT MEDITATION 
PRAYERS The minister. 


w uk Let us pray. 
Thou Forgiver of sin, Healer of sorrow, Vanquisher of 
death; draw us unto thyself, who art our salvation and our 
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all-conquering hope. Make us citizens of thyKingdom, men 
of invincible good will, builders of a world where righteous- 
ness shall reign and the law of love shall triumph over hate 
and strife. Hasten the day when thou shalt take unto thy- 
self thy great power and reign. Increase in us true devotion 
unto thyself; nourish us with all goodness; and of thy great 
mercy keep us steadfast; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


The minister and the people. 

Almighty God, we thank thee for the good examples 
of all those thy servants who, having finished their 
course in faith, do now rest from their labors. And we 
beseech thee that we, with all those who are departed 
in the true faith of thy holy name, may have our per- 
fect consummation and bliss in thy eternal and ever- 
lasting glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


2200 


THE SEVENTH WORD Luke 23:46, 

Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit. 
HYMN 148 “When I survey the wondrous cross.” 
SILENT MEDITATION 
ANTHEM 
PRAYERS The minister. 

Let us pray. 

O Father of mercies, whose beloved Son was, as on this 
day, crucified for us, the just for the unjust, to bring 
us to thee; give grace, we beseech thee, to every mem- 
ber of this family to look in faith upon that cross, and to 
crucify himself upon it to every impure desire and unchris- 
tian temper. May we learn in humble devotion to our Mas- 


ter’s service to deny ourselves daily, for his sake, and for 
one another’s sake, that we may follow him. Remove from 
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us every corrupt and unfaithful affection. May we never be 
afraid to do right and never dare to do wrong. And so out 
of the good treasure of the heart may we ever be bringing 
forth good things to the praise and glory of thy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The minister and the people. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, we offer and present 
unto thee ourselves, our souls and bodies, to be a rea- 
sonable, holy, and living sacrifice unto thee. Take us as 
we are and make us more fit for thy service. Use us for 
thyself and for the edification of thy Church. We are 
not our own, but thine, bought with a price; therefore 
claim us as thy right, keep us as thy charge, and use us 
as thou wilt, to the glory of thy holy name and the good 
of our fellow men; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


HYMN 147 “Ask ye what great thing I know?” 
PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


The offerings for this service may be received in the plates at the door as 
the worshipers leave. 

Those who find it necessary to leave the service before its close should 
leave during the singing of the hymns. 


, 


An Order of Worship for 
Good Friday Evening 


THIS service may be used on any other evening during Holy Week. 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appoimted. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN 144 “Beneath the cross of Jesus.” 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: God so loved the world, that he gave his only-be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 

People: Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God. 

Minister: God spared not his own Son, but delivered him up 
for us all. 

People: Greater love hath no man than this, that a 
man lay down his life for his friends. Amen. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, whose will is that all 
men should be saved, and who didst give thy Son our Lord 
Jesus Christ to be the propitiation for the sins of the whole 
world; we bow in adoration before thy throne and praise thee 
for this thy unspeakable gift. Amen. 


ASCRIPTION Here let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins 

in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests 
unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion 
for ever and ever. Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to 
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receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, 
and honor, and glory, and blessing. Amen. 


ANTHEM 


RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain 
standing during the singing of the Gloria Patri. 


He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with brief. 
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our 
SOrrows. 
He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities. 
The chastisement of our peace was upon him; and 
with his stripes we are healed. 
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way. 
And the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all, 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
his mouth. 
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
‘sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not 
his mouth. 
He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who 
shall declare his generation? 
- For he was cut off out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief. 
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be 
satisfied. 


GLORIA PATRI 
THE LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT 
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ADORATION AT THE CROSS Here let the people kneel or bow in 
prayer, and sing the responses. 

God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, 
and I unto the world. 

Silent Meditation 
Hymn 149 
In the cross of Christ I glory, 
Towering o’er the wrecks of time; 


All the light of sacred story 
Gathers round its head sublime. 


Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the 
tree. 
Silent Meditation 
Aymn 137 
O Love divine, what hast thou done! 
Th’ incarnate God hath died for me! 
The Father’s coeternal Son 
Bore all my sins upon the tree! 
The Soh of God for me hath died: 
My Lord, my Love, is crucified. 


Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without spot. 

Silent Meditation 
Hymn 141 

O sacred Head, now wounded, 

With grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded 

With thorns, thine only crown; 
How pale thou art with anguish, 

With sore abuse and scorn! 
How does that visage languish 

Which ance was bright as morn! 
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Christ hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, 
that he might bring us to God. 


Silent Meditation 
Hymn 148 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet, 
Sorrow and love flow mingled down: 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, 
Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 


We see Jesus, because of the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honor. 
Silent Meditation 
Hymn 147 

Ask ye what great thing I know 
That delights and stirs me so? 
What the high reward I win? 
Whose the name I glory in? 

Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 


Who defeats my fiercest foes? 
Who consoles my saddest woes? 
Who revives my fainting heart, 
Healing all its hidden smart? 
Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 


Who is life in life to me? 
Who the death of death will be? 
Who will place me on his right, 
* With the countless hosts of light? 
Jesus Christ, the Crucified. 


Here let the people stand. 


This is that great thing I know; 
This delights and stirs me so: 
“  * Faith in him who died to save, 
Him who triumphed o’er the grave, 
Jesus Christ, the Crucified. Amen. 
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INTERCESSION Here let the people kneel or be seated and with 
bowed heads join in prayer for the conversion of all men. 


O merciful God, who hast made all men, and hatest 
nothing that thou hast made, and willest not the death 
of a sinner, but rather that he should be converted and 
live; have mercy upon all who have not known thee, or 
who deny the faith of Christ crucified. Take from them 
all ignorance, hardness of heart, and contempt of thy 
word; and so bring them home, blessed Lord, to thy 
fold, that we may be made one flock under one shepherd, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 207 “By thy birth and by tears.” 

THE SERMON 

PRAYER 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN 135 “There is a green hill far away.” 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Easter Day 


PRELUDE 


QUIET MOMENTS Let the people kneel or bow in silent prayer upon 
entering the sanctuary and devoutly meditate on the following words. 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


We look not at the things which are seen, but at the things 
which are not seen: for the things which are seen are 
temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

The ransomed of the Lorp shall return with songs and 
everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. As 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the 
image of the heavenly. 

Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light. If ye then be risen with Christ, 
seek those things which are above. 


MEDITATION 


This festival day celebrates the triumph of the great hope 
of everlasting life that shines through the gospel. As the 
eternal Christ rose triumphant over the bitter pain of the 
cross and the darkness of the tomb, we have the assurance 
that enables us to look beyond the things of earth that pass 
away to find our joy and peace in God’s infinite love. We 
hold this festival of praise in gratitude for the everlasting 
hopes that arise within the human heart, and for the gospel 
which has brought life and immortality to light. 


¢ PRAYER 


‘if : ; 
“ Almighty and everlasting God, who on Easter Day didst 
turn the despair of the disciples into triumph by the resur- 
rection of Christ, who had been crucified; give us faith to 
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believe that every good which hath seemed to be overcome by 
evil, and every love which hath seemed to be buried in dark- 
ness and in death, shall rise again to life immortal; through 
Jesus Christ, who liveth with thee for evermore. Amen. 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN 
A HYMN OF ADORATION 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: He is risen! 

People: The Lord is risen indeed! 

Minister: He shall reign! 

People: | Hallelujah! 

Minister: And he shall reign forever! 

People: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

Minister: And he shall reign, King of kings and Lord of 
lords, for ever and ever! 

People: Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 


O God, our Father in heaven, we consecrate ourselves 
anew to thee this Easter Day. Grant us loyalty to thy Church, 
and gladness in thy service. Fill us with the spirit of rev- 
erence and humility that we are permitted to sing thy praises. 
Keep us in the blessed remembrance that we are thy children 
and in thy presence, and make us faithful in our duty and 
worthy of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT FOR EASTER DAY Here let the people unite with the 
mimster in prayer. 

O God, who for our redemption didst give thine only- 
begotten Son to the death of the cross, and by his 
glorious resurrection hast delivered us from the power 
of our enemy; grant us to die daily from sin, that we 


EASTER DAY 79 


may evermore live with him in the joy of his resur- 
rection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips. 

People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 

People: The Lord’s name be praised. 


ANTHEM 


RESPONSIVE READING FOR EASTER DAY Here let the people 
stand and remain standing until after the Scripture Lesson. 


O Lorp, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise 
thy name. 

For thou hast done wonderful things; thy counsels 
of old are faithfulness and truth. 

For thou hast been a stronghold to the poor, a strength to 
the needy in his distress, 

A refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, 
when the blast of the terrible ones is as a storm against 
the wall. 

And he will destroy in this mountain the covering that is 
cast over the face of the peoples, 

And the veil that is spread over the nations. 

He hhath swallowed up death forever; and the Lord Gop 
will wipe away tears frorh off all faces. 

The reproach of his people shall he take away from 
off the earth: for the Lorp hath spoken it. 
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And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us. 

This is the LoRD; we have waited for him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

Trust ye in the LorpD forever: for in the LorD Je- 
hovah is everlasting strength. Amen. 


GLORIA PATRI 


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Here let the people, following the exhorta- 
tion of the minister, unite with him in the creed. 
Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true 
Church, apostolic and universal, whose holy faith let us now 
reverently and sincerely declare. 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the com- 
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec- 
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON The minister, the people responding. 
Upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 
they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they 
had prepared. And they found the stone rolled away from 
the sepulchre. 
Hallelujah! 
And they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear 
and great joy. And behold, Jesus met them, saying, All hail. 
Hallelujah! 
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But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping. She 
saith, They have taken away my Lord, and I know not where 
they have laid him. And she saw Jesus standing, and knew 
not that it was Jesus, supposing him to be the gardener. 
Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned, and saith unto him, 
Master. 

Hallelujah! 

And, behold, two of them went that same day to Emmaus. 
And while they communed together, Jesus himself drew near, 
and went with them. 

Hallelujah! 

When the doors were shut where the disciples were, came 
Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be 
unto you. And when he had so said, he showed unto them 
his hands and his side. 

Hallelujah! 

Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say 
unto him, We also go with thee. And that night they caught 
nothing. But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood 
on the shore. Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved 
saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. 

Hallelujah! 

I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind 
me a great voice, and I turned to see the voice that spake 
with me. And being turned, I saw one like unto the Son of 
man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about 
the breasts with a golden girdle. And his hairs were as white 
as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; and his feet 
like unto fine brass, and his voice as the sound of many 
waters. And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And 
he laid his right hand upon me, saying, Fear not; I am the 
first and the last ; I am he that liveth and was dead; and, be- 
hald, vam alive for evermore, and have the keys of hell and 
of death. 

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 
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ANTHEM 
SILENT MEDITATION 
PASTORAL PRAYER 


CHORAL RESPONSE 
Through love to light! O wonderful the way 
That leads from darkness to the perfect day; 
From darkness and from sorrow of the night 
To morning that comes singing o’er the sea! 
Through love to light! Through light, O God, to thee, 
Who art the Love of love, th’ eternal Light of light. 


Amen. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. 
DOXOLOGY The people standing. 
HYMN OF PREPARATION 


THE 


EASTER DAY SERMON 


AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Whitsunday 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN The people standing. If there be no pro- 
cessional, let the first hymn follow the Call to Worship. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people. 

People: And he that sitteth upon the throne saith, 
Behold, I make all things new. 

Minister: At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue confess 

People: That Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father. Amen. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and most merciful God, grant, we beseech thee, 
that by the indwelling of thy Holy Spirit we may be en- 
lightened and strengthened for thy service; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unityyof the same Spirit ever, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 


COLLECT FOR PENTECOST Here let the people unite with the 
minister in prayer. 

O God, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of 
thy faithful people by sending to them the light of thy 
Holy Spirit; grant us by the same Spirit to have a right 
judgment in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his 
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holy comfort; through the merits of Christ Jesus our 
Saviour, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity 
of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Spirit of the Lord, Spirit of wisdom and understand- 
ing, Spirit of counsel and might; forgive the narrowness 
which causes us to regard only ourselves and our con- 
cerns. Lead us out of the bondage of fear into the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God, that by thy witness 
with our spirit we may know ourselves to be children of 
God and joint heirs with Christ. Amen. 


SILENT MEDITATION 


WORDS OF ASSURANCE The mimster. 

The Spirit of the Lord hath filled the whole earth: Hallelu- 
jah! The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit, whereby we cry Abba, Father. Let the righteous be 
glad; let them rejoice before God: yea, let them exceedingly 
rejoice. Hallelujah! 


WORDS OF FORGIVENESS The minister. 
With a voice of singing declare ye, tell this, utter it even 
to the end of the earth: Hallelujah! The Lorp hath redeemed 
his servants. Hallelujah! 


AM SUD; ILONAD HS) LEU Nese 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


ANTHEM 
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VENI, CREATOR SPIRITUS Which may be sung or said respow 
sively, the minister and the people uniting in the final couplet. 


Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire. 


Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 


Thy blessed unction from above, 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 


Enable with perpetual light 
The dullness of our blinded sight. 


Anoint and cheer our soiléd face 
With the abundance of thy grace. 


Keep far our foes; give peace at home; 
Where thou art guide, no ill can come. 


Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee, of both, to be but One; 


That through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song: 


Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


THE LESSONS From the Old and New Testament Scriptures. 
PASTORAL PRAYER 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 

IMs 0g SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for Kingdomtide 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


CATES LO MW ORSETE 
Minister: Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, 
People: According as we hope in thee. 
Minister: Show us thy mercy, O Lord. 
People: And grant us thy salvation. 
Minister: I will hear what God the Lord will speak. 


People: For he will speak peace unto his people, and 
to his saints. Amen. 


PRAYER OF CONFESSION Here let the people unite with the min- 
ister in prayer. 

Most merciful Father, we have done little to forward 
thy Kingdom in this world, to foster the brotherhood 
of man, and to establish love as the law of life. We 
have allowed self to blind us, pains to embitter us. We 
have forgotten that whatsoever is done to one of the 
least of thy children is done unto thee. Pardon our 
shortcomings; forgive our neglect; give us a pure heart 
intent on pleasing thee. Help us in all our seeking to 
seek first thy Kingdom and thy righteousness. And 
make us to come, as came thy Son Jesus Christ, not to 
be ministered unto, but to minister. All which we ask 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


PRAYER FOR GRACE The minister. 


O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and 
light riseth up in darkness for the godly; grant us, in all 
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doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou wouldest 
have us to do; that the spirit of wisdom may save us from 
all false choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and 
in thy straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


THEVLORDS PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen, 


ANTHEM 
RESPONSIVE READING Here let the people stand and remain stand: 

ing during the singing of the Gloria Patri. 

O Lorp God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, ta 
whom vengeance belongeth, show thyself. 

Lift up thyself, thou judge of the earth: render a 
reward to the proud. 

Lorp, how long shall the wicked, how long shall the wicked 
‘triumph? 

How long shall they utter and speak hard things? 
and all the workers of iniquity boast themselves? 

They break in pieces thy people; O Lorp, and afflict thine 
heritage. 

They slay the widow and the stranger, and murder 
the fatherless. : 

Yet they say, The Lorp shall not see; neither shall the 
God of Jacob regard it. 

Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye 
foolg, when will ye be wise? 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed 
the eye, shall he not see? 
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He that chastiseth the heathen, shall he not correct? 
he that teacheth man knowledge, shall not he know? 

The Lorp knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are 
vanity. 


But the Lorp is my defense; and my God is the 
rock of my refuge. 


GLORIA PATRI 


THE LESSONS From the Old and New Testament Scriptures. 
LITANY The minister, the people responding. 
Let us pray. 


O Lord, open thou our eyes, that we may see ourselves 
as thou seest us; in thy mercy show us that evil is in us, 
and cleanse us by thy mighty power. Amen. 

From irresolute purpose, from unchastened desires, and 
from a weak and wavering will, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From slackness and indolence, from indifference to éhe 
treasures of knowledge, and a refusal to use the gifts with 
which thou hast endowed us, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From low ideals of life, and from thoughtless disregard of 
the influence of our conduct, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

from pride and vanity and boasting, from self-assertion 
and self-seeking, and blindness to the common weal, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From dislike of criticism and love of popularity, and from 
unreadiness to do our duty at whatever cost, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From hastiness of speech and sullenness of temper, from 
readiness to think the worst of others, and from all un- 
seemly and unworthy conversation, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 


KINGDOMTIDE 89 


Here let the minister and the people unite in saying: 
Heavenly Father, blot out, we beseech thee, our past 
transgressions; forgive us all our negligences and ignor- 
ances; and lift us up to new energy of mind and devo- 
tion of heart, that we may have strength to persevere 
even to the end, through success and failure, through 
good report and evil report. Save us in all time of our 
tribulation, in all of our wealth. Amen. 
OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. 
INTERCESSION Here lei the people unite with the minister in prayer. 
O God, whose Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom, 
and whose dominion endureth from generation to gen- 
eration; dethrone our pride, and shatter our complac- 
ency. Open our eyes to see the vanity of this world’s 
riches and renown; make us to understand that there is 
no wealth but life, that living men are thy glory, and 
our life the vision of thee. Keep us from being terror- 
ized by wealth and influence, beguiled by pleas of cus- 
tom and expediency, or distracted by the glamor of 
prosperity. Keep us securely in thy way of righteous- 
ness and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


HYMN 
THE SERMON 


PRAYER The minister. 

Teach us, gracious God, to serve thee as thou deservest, 
to giye and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed 
the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not 
to ask for any reward, save that of knowing that we do thy 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN Lhe people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for 
Christian Unity 


PRELUDE 


QUIET MOMENTS Let the people kneel or bow in silent prayer upon 
entering the sanctuary and devoutly meditate on the following words. 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Come, and let us return unto the Lorp; and we shall live 
in his sight. His going forth is prepared as the morning; and 
he shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former 
rain unto the earth. 

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will 
dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God him- 
self shall be with them, and be their God. 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lorp. 
Let us lift up our heart with our hands unto God in the 
heavens. | 

There is one God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all. 

Prepare ye the way of the Lorp, make straight in the 
desert a highway for our God. 


MEDITATION 


“We are all united .. . in the use of the Holy Scriptures. 
We are further united in common. prayer, which may be 
expressed in the spoken word, through silence, or by em- 
ployment of the sacred treasures of Christian literature, art, 
and music. In this worship we all stand before God in adora- 
tion of His majesty, bringing to Him our own needs and 
the needs of our fellows. We wait for His grace in the for- 
giveness of our sins and for the restoration of our spirits 
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through renewed communion with Him, and we dedicate our- 
selves to His service and the service of all mankind.” 
—Report of the Second World 
Conference on Faith ard Order 
PRAYER 

Gracious Father, we humbly beseech thee for thy universal 
Church. Fill it with all truth, and in all truth with all peace. 
Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; 
where it is superstitious, rectify it; where anything is amiss, 
reform it; where it is right, strengthen and confirm it; where 
it is in want, furnish it; where it is divided and rent asunder, 
heal the breaches thereof, O thou Holy One of Israel ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


HYMN The people standing. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion: and unto 
thee shall the vow be performed. 

People: O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall 
all flesh come. 

Minister: Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and 
causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell 
in thy courts. 

People: We shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy 
house, even of thy holy temple. Amen. 


Here let the people kneel or be seated and bow in prayer. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

O God, our heavenly Father, we are all thy children, and 
we seek thy blessing. In thy presence may our thoughts be 
lifted to the wide horizon of thy Kingdom and the all- 
embracing purposes of thy love. Unite our spirits in worship 
and fellowship. In this hour may we renew our dedication 
of life, through faith and obedience, to the tasks of thy 
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Church, and thus fulfill the prayer of our Lord that they 
all may be one. Amen. 


COLLECT Here let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 

O God, whose will it is that all thy children should be 
one in Christ, we beseech thee to bless thy Church with 
growing influence and power. We pray that her minis- 
ters may be faithful, her members loyal, her witness to 
the truth a shining light, her proclamation of saving 
grace a joyous mission, that in the face of the un- 
finished task of the world’s redemption we may hear 
again the supreme summons to discipleship and to 
service; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


ANTHEM 


ACT OF PENITENCE The minister, the people responding. Let all 
kneel or bow. 


Let us pray. 


From the sin which is in us, leading us to prefer our will 
to thine, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 

From the prejudice and blindness, in our souls, in our na- 
tion, and in our religious fellowship, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 


From unreadiness to hear thy call, and from slothfulness 
in our obedience, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 

From racial pride and national arrogance, whereby we 
mar the harmony of life in thy great family, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From easy contentment with what is familiar, and from 
hesitation in making adventure for thy Kingdom, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From failure to recognize thy Holy Spirit dispensing to 
others gifts differing from those which we have received, 
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Good Lord, deliver us. 

From love of all that hinders us from conformity to thy 
holy will, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 


Here let the minister and the people unite in saying: 
Almighty God, in whom is calmness, peace, and con- 

cord; heal thou the divisions which separate thy chil- 
dren from one another, and enable them to keep the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace. While there are 
diversities of knowledge and faith, and we cannot all 
be of the same mind, may we be made one in brotherly 
love, and in devotion to thy holy will. Deliver us from 
all blindness and prejudice, from all clamor and evil 
speaking, that, by the charity of our temper and thought 
and life, we may show forth the power and beauty of 
the religion we profess, to the glory of thy holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 

GLORIA PATRI 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 


CALL TO PRAYER 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Minister: Let us pray. 
Here let the people kneel or be seated and bow in prayer. 


Minister: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 

People: And grant us thy salvation. 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
People: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 


INTERGESSORY PRAYER The mimster, the people responding. 
~ Let us pray for a new spirit in the Church: 
By this shall all men know that we are his disciples, if we 
have love one for another. 
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God our Shepherd, give to the Church a new vision 
and a new love, new wisdom and fresh understanding, 
the revival of her brightness and the renewal of her 
unity, that the eternal message of thy Son, undefiled by 
the traditions of men, may be hailed as the good news 
of the new age; through him who maketh all things 
new, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Let us pray for a new spirit in the state: 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; for the 
former things are passed away. 


God our Ruler, give to every state the dawning spirit 
of human brotherhood, a new respect for man and for 
woman, new loyalty in service and charity, new happi- 
ness in work and justice in reward, that our homes 
may be restored in thee, our cities rebuilt, and all the 
world may reflect the radiance of that new Jerusalem 
whose river is the water of life, and whose light is the 
Lamb that was slain and now liveth for evermore. 


Let us pray for a new spirit in the world: 

Unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named. 

God our Father, give to the nations of the world a 
new heart of comradeship, the old man of ignorance 
and cruelty being done away, and the new man put on, 
renewed in knowledge, to strengthen and to serve the 
brethren; that every people may bring its tribute of ex- 
cellence to the common treasury, without fear, and 
without the lust of domination, and all the world may 
go forward in the new and living way which he hath 
consecrated for us, who now liveth and reigneth, with 
thee and the Spirit of truth, one God, world without 
end. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 
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HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 
HYMN The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 
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An Order of Worship for a Service of 
Commemoration 
For Any Who Have Died During the Year 
Especially for Use at an Annual Conference 


PRELUDE 


QUIET MOMENTS Le? the people kneel or bow i silent prayer upon 
entering the sanctuary and devoutly mediiaie om ihe following words. 
SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 

Jesus said, Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build 
my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; that 
he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish. 

The God of our Lord Jesus Christ hath put all things under 
his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the 
church, which is his body, the fuilness of him that filleth 
all in all. 

And he gave some to be apostles; and some, prophets ; 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers: for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, 
for the edifying of the body of Christ. 

And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst, come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely, 


MEDITATION 


We need to call to remembrance the great and good, through 
whom the Lord hath wrought great glory. We need to be 
reminded of the noble army of good ministers of Jesus Christ 
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who have heen the interpreters of f2ith and have given to us 
the heritage of freedom and truth We need to be appre- 
Gative Ah the good example of the men and women who 
have truly loved and served God in creating the fabric of the 
Church that is ours today. 
PEALER 
O God, who makest thine anges spirits and thy ministers 
a flame of fire; vaaxhssic, we besecch thee, to stir up and 
confirm the sacred grace im all stewards of thy mysteries, 
that as ministering spirits they may gather out of thy king- 
dom all things that offend, and may kindle in the hearts of all 
that fire which thea dida send thy Son to ost upon the 
eatth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
PROCESSIONAL HYUN The people standing. If there be no pro- 
cession, It the fast hymn follow the Call ta Worship. 
TALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister: O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good; for 
his mercy endureth forever. 
People: Because thy lovingkindness is better than 
life, my lips shall praise thee. 
Minister: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together 
People: It is of the Lord’s mercies that we are not con- 
; Here \et the people be seated. 


NVOCATION The wisister. 
Let us pray- 

Almighty and everliving God, whose nature it is to purify 
and to bless; in every age our fathers have experienced thy 
mercies and borne witness of thy power to save. To us also 
may the might of thy Spirit be given and the excellence of 
thy glory be made manifest, that, following in the steps of 
thy {zithful servants, and finding our blessedness im the 
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doing of thy will, we may cast our burden on thee and joy- 
fully minister to the needs. of our generation, until the work 
be finished which thou hast 1g us to do; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen 


COLLECT Here let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 

O heavenly Father, thy word is a lamp unto our feet, 
and a light unto our path; we humbly beseech thee 
that thou wouldest be pleased to open and enlighten 
our minds, through Jesus Christ, who is the true light 
of the world, that we may understand thy word in its 
plainness and purity, and frame accordingly the whole 
course of our lives; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen, 


ANTHEM 
A CANTICLE OF THE WORD Here let the people stand and remain 
standing until after the Affirmation of Faith. 
How lovely are thy messengers, O Lord of hosts! My 
soul hath a desire and a longing for thy word. 
Thou sendest forth thy prophets in every age, and thy 
truth runneth swiftly to the ends of the earth. 
The pure in heart have seen thee, O God: the lowly have 
found thee near at hand. 


These tell of thy lovingkindness: from the rising of 
the sun to the going down of the same they keep not 
silence; 


Publishing peace upon the mountains, and ‘bringing good 
tidings of great joy, 

That thou art blessed forever, and in thy will is our 
peace. 


Thou art the everlasting fountain of life, and they that 
drink thereof shall thirst no more; . 


Light of our seeing and soul of our souls, within all 
spirits and beyond all worlds, 
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Who sustainest the heavens with the might of thy power, and 
gladdenest the eyes of all living with the beauty of thy holiness, 

That the children of men may behold thy glory, and 
see thy wonders in the great deeps. 


GLORIA PATRI 


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Here let the people, following the exhorta- 
tion of the minister, unite with him in the creed. 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true 
Church, apostolic and universal, whose holy faith let us now 
reverently and sincerely declare. 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our 
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 

‘in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the com- 
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrec: 
tion of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen, 


THE LESSON Ecclesiasticus 44:1-15. 
Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers that 
begat us; 
In whom the Lord showed forth his glory, his mighty 
power in the days of old; 
Men who bore dominion in the earth, and men famous 
for their might, 
Giving counsel by their wisdom, and speaking with pro- 
phetic power ; 
Statesmen who were as princes of the people, and leaders 
“trusted for their insight; 
Sure were the words of their instruction, and their say- 
ings as wise proverbs; 
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Such as sought our pleasant music, and fashioned songs in 
skillful rhymes ; 

Men of resource and furnished with strength, dwelling 
peaceably in their habitations. 

All these were honored in their generation, and had glory 
in their day. 

There be some of them that have left a name behind them, 
and their praises still continue. 

And some there be that have no memorial, who are for- 
gotten as though they had not been. 

Nevertheless they were men of mercy, and their righteous 
deeds have not been in vain. 

For they left a good inheritance to their seed, and their 
children are their testament. 

Their seed shall remain forever, and their glory shall not 
be blotted out. 

Their bodies were buried in peace, but their name liveth 
to all generations. 

The assembly shall recount their wisdom, and the congre- 
gation shall tell of their praise. 


LITANY OF APPRECIATION The minister, the people responding. - 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, before whom stand the 
spirits of the living and the dead, Light of lights, Fountain 
of wisdom and goodness, who livest in all pure and humble 
and gracious souls; 

For all who have witnessed a good confession for thy 
glory and the welfare of the world, patriarchs, prophets, and 
apostles, the wise of every land and nation, all teachers and 
preachers of thy truth, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For the martyrs of our holy faith, the faithful witnesses 
to Christ of whom the world was not worthy, and for all who 
have resisted falsehood and wrong unto suffering or death, 


We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 
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For all who have labored and suffered for freedom, good 
government, just laws, and the sanctity of the home, and 
for all who have given their lives for their country, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For all who have sought to bless men by their service and 
life, and to lighten the dark places of the earth, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For those who have been tender and true and brave in all 
times and places, for those who have been devoted ministers 
and faithful shepherds of souls in thy holy Church, and for 
all who have been one with thee in the communion of Christ’s 
Spirit and in the strength of his love, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 


Here let the minister and the people unite in saying: 

O Almighty God, who in thy mercy hast redeemed 
the world by the love of thy dear Son; we give thee 
hearty thanks for thy servants who are in the ministry 
of thy Church; endue them richly with the gifts of the 
Holy Spirit, and grant that in all their words and deeds 
they may seek thy glory and the increase of thy king- 
dom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

RECORD OF REMEMBRANCE Here the names of those memorializec 
may be read. 

SILENT MEDITATION 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

THE LORD'= PRAYER 

HYMN OF COMMEMORATION The people standing. 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 

HYMN The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Dedication of 
Seed, Soil, and Sowers 


Let the service of worship begin at time appointed. Let the people kneel 
or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 
CALL TO WORSHIP The minister, the people responding. 

Dearly beloved, as we learn from the Scriptures, in the 
beginning God created the heaven and the earth, and caused 
the sun to shine, the rain to fall, the plants to grow, and the 
earth to give forth her increase. Then God said, Let us make 
man in our image, and let him have dominion over everything 
upon the earth. 

It is meet, right, and our bounden duty to recognize 
God’s ownership and his providence in the fruition of 
the earth and the return of the seasons. He is the giver 
of life in the seed, in the soil, and in the sowers. 

We are therefore now assembled for the purpose of dedi- 
cating the seed that shall be planted, the soil that shall be 
cultivated, and the sowers that labor to the service of God 
and for the good of mankind. 

The earth is the Lorn’s, and the fullness thereof ; the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established 
it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lorp? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 


He shall receive the blessing from the Lorp, and righteous- 
ness from the God of his salvation. 
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This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek 
thy face. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors. 

And the King of glory shall come in, 

Who is this King of glory? 

The LorpD strong and mighty, the LorD mighty in 

battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye ever- 
lasting doors. 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The Lorp of hosts, he is the King of glory. 


GLORIA PATRI 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Luke 8:5-15. 
PASTORAL PRAYER Followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


ANTHEM 
HYMN 
THE SERMON 


THE DEDICATION OF SEED, SOIL, AND SOWERS 
The minister shall say: 

kife is a unity and is a result of the co-operative activity 
of the trinity of God, man, and nature. Without the gift of 
vital life, man and nature would not be able to produce food 
and complete processes whereby man is sustained. Without 
man, God would not bring forth from nature that which 
glorifies himself and brings companionship unto him. With- 
“ out nature, God and man would not have the structural basis 
for growth of human personality. This trinity is ever depend- 
ent one upon the other, and this dependence is here today 
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realized again and recognized for the humility of man and_ 
to the glory of God. Let us now consider our responsibilities. 


Then a person appointed to present seed shall say: 

This seed is symbolic of the various types of seed that shall 
be planted in this community. When sown it shall bring forth 
fruit, food, and fiber, so that little children may eat and be- 
come strong, so that men and women shall be nurtured and 
nourished, so that the wheels of industry may turn, and so 
that life may be maintained among both man and beast. This 
seed is holy, for it contains life, and all seed shall be counted 
as holy in the sight of God. It shall be planted in a spirit of 
reverence, and that which comes of it shall be cultivated and 
harvested in a true spirit of recognition and thankfulness, we 
being fully mindful of its high origin and destiny. 


Then a person appointed to present soil of the earth shall say: 

This soil is symbolic of the earth of this community, in 
which seed shall be planted in hope, and from which the har- 
vest shall be anticipated with joy. This soil, this earth, is the 
result of the creative activity of God. It was created by God 
for man and beast. It contains the minerals, salts, and fer- 
tilizers necessary to nourish the seed and bring forth sturdy 
plants capable of producing food for both man and beast. This 
soil will be watered by the rains of God. It will be warmed by 
the sunshine of God. It will be as a home to the seed, so that 
the seed and plants may develop and bring forth an abundant 
harvest. This soil is holy earth and shall be cultivated and 
cared for as a gift of God. 


ACT OF DEDICATION Then shall the minister receive the seed and 
the soil of the earth, lay them upon the altar, and place the open Bible 
upon them. The people shall stand and join the minister in saying: 

And the Lorp God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul. And out of the 
ground made the Lorp God to grow every tree that is 
pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life 
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also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowl- 
edge of good and evil. 

Thus saith God the Lorp, he that created the heavens, 
and stretched them out; he that spread forth the earth, 
and that which cometh out of it; he that giveth breath 
unto the people upon it, and spirit to them that walk 
therein; I the Lorp have called thee in righteousness, 
and will hold thine hand, and will keep thee, and give 
thee for a covenant of the people, and for a light. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. The same was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made by him; 
and without him was not anything made that was made. 
In him was life; and the life was the light of men. 

I am come that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly. 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION The minister. Here let the people kneel 


or be seated and bow in prayer. 
Let us pray. 


Almighty God, creator of life and sustainer of seed and 
soil, thou who hast by thy mighty arm brought forth this 
world and given it unto us for a heritage and a home, thou 

' who hast given unto us life through thy Son Jesus Christ, 
thou who hast granted unto us the high and holy task of 
propagating thy faith and serving thee in this day and gen- 
eration ; unto thee we come in this act of dedication and bless- 
ing. We recognize that thou art the giver of life. We recog- 
nizé that thou art the sender of rain, sunshine, and fertility. 
Without thee we should not be able to maintain life nor crea- 
ture existence. To thee wé come in this hour seeking to dedi- 
cate all the seed that shall be sown in this community this 
year. We bless it in thy name. We pray that it may fall in 
goog ground, and that it may be cultivated and bring forth 
harvest for a hungry world. Multiply it by thy creative power, 
and let it bring forth manyfold. We recognize in this act our 
dependence upon thee for the life hid within the seed and the 
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soil. As they join in partnership to bring forth fruit, may 
we join in partnership with thee to preserve the soil and 
cultivate the fruit of the seed to thy glory and our good. We 
dedicate and bless this seed in thy name. We dedicate and 
bless this soil in thy name. We dedicate and bless the sowers 
of this seed and cultivators of this soil in thy name. Grant 
unto them strength, wisdom, and power, that they may do 
that which is right in thy sight. This we ask in the name of 
him who was the sower of good seed in the soil of the life of 
mankind, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


ACT OF COMMITMENT The people. 


We are the sowers of the seed and the tillers of the 
soil. We recognize the holiness of the seed and the 
sacredness of the soil. We acknowledge our responsibil- 
ity to plant this seed with reverence and to cultivate this 
soil with care. We will not waste the seed in wanton 
scattering. We will not destroy the soil by allowing 
erosion to wash it off nor weeds to sap its vitality. We 
will husband our resources of seed and soil and guard 
them with our lives. We recognize the sacred task that 
is ours; we recognize the high calling that is ours; we 
recognize the purpose for which we plant the seed and 
till the soil: that man and beast may be fed, and that 
life may be maintained for the glory of God and the 
good of mankind. We commit ourselves to these tasks, 
and to the privilige of working together as children 
in the family of God in the high and holy duty of grow- 
ing food for the distant members of the community of 
the family. We dedicate ourselves, our lives, and our 
sacred honor to the discharging of these duties, know- 
ing that life is of God and that God will never fail those 
who go forth in his name to do his will. 


Here let the minister and the people unite in saying: 
O God, our seed and our soil in this act we have com- 
mitted unto the security of thy providence. While the 
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earth turns, we will be about our tasks, confident of 
thy power to quicken, grow, and make fruitful that 
which shall ultimately be used for the good of mankind 
and to the glory of thy name; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


HYMN The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and 

to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with 
exceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory 
and majesty, dominion and power, both now and evermore. 
Amen. 


POSTLUDE 
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An Order of Thanksgiving for 
Harvest, Land, and Liberty 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow im silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


CALL TO WORSHIP The minister, the people responding. 

We learn from Scriptures that holy men of old took the 
first fruits of the harvest into the temple and presented them 
unto Almighty God in humble thanksgiving for his blessings 
and mercies. By this act of devotion they declared allegiance 
unto him and expressed gratitude for harvests and for lib- 
erty. Our nation’s founding fathers, in similar manner, 
gathered to give thanks unto Almighty God for deliverance 
from famine and for freedom of worship. 

Therefore it is just, right, and our joyful duty that we 
should recognize God’s gracious providence in granting 
unto us this harvest from our labors on lands of his 
creation. 

We are therefore now assembled for the purpose of giving 
thanks unto Almighty God for this harvest, for the land on 
which it was grown, for the liberty of worship which is ours, 
and for the nation in which we live. 

O come, let us sing unto the Lorn: let us make a joyful 
noise to the rock of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, 
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 

For the Lorn is a great God, and a great King above all 
gods. 
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In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the 
strength of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the 
dry land. 

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel 
before the LorD our maker. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lorp, all ye lands. 

Serve the LorpD with gladness: come before his pres- 
ence with singing. 

Know ye that the Lorp he is God: it is he that hath made 
us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep 
of his pasture. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless 
his name. 

For the Lorp is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his 
truth endureth to all generations. 

Praise ye the Lorp. O give thanks unto the Lorp; 
for he is good: for his mercy endureth forever. 


GLORIA PATRI 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON Mark 4:26-32. 

PASTORAL PRAYER Followed by the Lord’s Prayer. 
OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 


may be said or sung. 


ANTHEM 


HYMN 
THE SERMON 
THE THANKSGIVING FOR HARVEST, LAND, AND LIBERTY 


‘ The minister shall say: 
’ In the gracious providence of God this world came into 
being. God is the source of all life: the land was created by 
his might; fertility was developed in the soil by his wisdom; 
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the sun was caused to shine by his power; and the rain was 
given to parched lands by his mercies. Man was created and 
placed in dominion over all things upon the earth. Man has 
at all times and in all places recognized his dependence upon 
God for food, for faith, for fellowship, and for freedom. 
Man the creature is in eternal debt to God the creator. Mortal 
man becomes immortal spirit through the life of God within 
him, and man’s highest privilege and greatest pleasure is to 
work for the good of mankind and to the glory of God. This 
nation, under God, has been granted life that the free spirit 
of man might find a home and the will of God find expression 
in the life of a people. We are here today as a result of God’s 
blessings and mercies. Let us consider God’s goodness and 
give thanks for his providence. 


Then a person appointed to present fruits of the harvest shall say: 
These fruits of the harvest are symbols of the gifts of 
God in response to the labors of man. Whether it be the glint 
of the gold in the grain, the white of the cotton boll, the 
tawny tan of the pumpkin, the brown of the shock of corn, 
or the russet of the leaves in the woods, each reflects the 
handiwork of God. In the spring we plowed the fields with 
hope and planted the seed in expectation. In the summer we 
cultivated our crops by faith. This autumn we reaped our 
harvest in joy. We have not been disappointed in the abun- 
dance of the yield, an evidence of the providence of God. 
In the sowing and the reaping we have known the grace of 
God. To him who is the author of life we give thanks. And 
in humble recognition of his providence we present these 
fruits of the harvest as a symbol of our dependence and 
gratitude. We pray that the harvest from our fields may be 


used for the benefit of man and the growth of God’s 
kingdom. 


Then a person appointed to present soil of the earth shall say: 
This soil is a symbol of the earth from which this harvest 
was gathered; it is a symbol of the land in which we live, 
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and our presence here is evidence of our liberty. Without 
the radiant energies of the sun given, to earth there would be 
no growing crops, no fruitful harvest. Without the fertility 
of the soil, God’s gift of life, there would be no increase from 
planting seed or labor of man. Without land man is homeless, 
and without man the land is desolation. There is an eternal 
partnership of God, man, and land. To the meaning of this 
partnership we have been faithful this year and are grateful 
for the mercies of God. When man is faithful to land he has 
a country, and his nation is secure. Our liberty of life is 
dependent upon our nation, and our nation is dependent 
upon our land. These are dependent upon the love of God 
made manifest in the life of man. We present this soil as a 
symbol of our love of the land, our love of our nation, and 
our love of liberty. 


ACT OF DEDICATION Then shall the minister receive the fruits of 
the harvest and the soil of the earth, lay them upon the altar, and place 
the open Bible upon them. The people shall stand and join. the minister 
m saying: 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth. And God said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have dominion over all 
the earth. And the Lord God took the man, and put him 
into the garden of Eden to dress it and to keep it. Thou 
shalt keep the commandments of the Lord thy God, 
to walk in his ways, and to fear him. Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy strength, and with all 
thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself. 


PRAYER OF DEDICATION The minister. Here let the people kneel 
or be seated and bow in prayer. 


Let us pray. 

Almighty God, creator of the universe and sustainer of the 
laws af seed and soil; unto thee we come with hearts full of 
thanksgiving because of the abundant spiritual and material 
blessings thou hast given us. Thou hast given us the soil; 
thou hast given us feed with life; thou hast given us wisdom 
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to seek scientific knowledge with which to cultivate; thou 
hast crowned our labors with an abundant harvest of food 
and fiber. Thou hast given unto us bountifully for ourselves, 
for our neighbors, and for those dependent upon us. For all 
of these things we humbly thank thee. Thou hast given to us 
providential blessings of freedom, grace, and mercy which 
we this day enjoy. We recognize thy goodness unto us and 
again renew our allegiance unto thee and proclaim our de- 
pendence upon thee. Guide thou us, we pray, in this our 
thanksgiving for harvest, for land, and for liberty; and lead 
this nation to acknowledge its dependence upon thee for 
food, for faith, and for freedom. This we ask in the name of 
him who was the sower of good seed in the soil of the life 
of mankind, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


ACT OF THANKSGIVING The people. 

We are the harvesters of the fields and the gatherers 
of the grain. We are those who live on land and labor 
for liberty. We are thankful for the privilege of toil. 
Our ability to produce food and fiber for man and beast 
gives us a sense of achievement and adds meaning to 
life. We are thankful for the land on which we live. 
We love its slopes and its hills. The mountains speak 
of God, and the valleys tell of his virtues. The green 
of the grass is a reminder of the eternal strength of 
God. The freshness of dawn breathes a promise of life. 
The barrenness of winter is but a silent rest after a 
year of labor, an interlude in the continued symphony 
of life. This land is ours. We have learned to preserve 
its treasures and restore its vitality with returned humus 
and retained rain. We have not allowed our land to be 
lost through erosion or weakened through misuse. We 
are thankful for the harvest of this year, which we 
planted in hope and cultivated in faith. We are thank- 
ful for the nation of which we are a humble part. We 
are proud of its historic past. We rejoice in its glorious 
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present. And we pray for its righteous future. We count 
our liberty a thing to be highly prized and are thank- 
ful to God for the experience of freedom. In recogni- 
tion of his goodness and our dependence upon him we 
now renew our allegiance to him in this order of grati- 
tude and thanksgiving. 


Here let the minister and the people unite in saying: 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glo- 
rious name, evermore praising thee, and saying: Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are 
full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high! 
Amen. 
HYMN The people standing. 
SILENT PRAYER 
BENEDICTION 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of 


God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 
among you, and remain with you always. Amen, 


POSTLUDE 


An Order of Worship for 
Thanksgiving Day 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in. devout meditation. 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN The people standing. If there be no pro- 
cessional, let the first hymn follow the Call to aa 


CATAL) WORSHIP 
Minister: God be merciful unto us, and bless us, 
People: And cause his face to:shine upon us. 
Minister: Let us worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 


People: Let us worship him in spirit and in truth. 
Amen. 


Here let the people kneel or be seated and bow in prayer. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Most gracious God, by whose appointment the seasons 
come and go, and who makest the fruits of the earth to min- 
ister to the needs of men; we offer thee our thanksgivings 
that thou hast brought us through the circuit of another 
year, and that according to thy promise seedtime and harvest 
have not failed. At the remembrance of thy bounty we offer 
unto thee the sacrifices of our thanksgiving, and pray that 
thou wilt feed our souls with the Bread of Life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING Here let the people unite with the 
minister in prayer. 
O God, we praise thee, we give thanks unto thee for 
thy bountiful providence, for all the blessings and all 
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the hopes of life. Above all we praise and adore thee 
for thine unspeakable gift in thine only Son our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Let the memory of thy good- 
ness, we beseech thee, fill our hearts with joy and thank- 
fulness to thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER ; 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


ACT OF PRAISE Here let the people stand and, after the singing of 
each stanza by the choir, unite im singing the response. 
For the beauty of the earth, 
For the glory of the skies, 
For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies: 


Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 


For the beauty of each hour, 
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon, and stars of light: 


Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 


For the joy of ear and eye; 
For the heart and mind’s delight; 
For the mystic harmony 
yee? Linking sense to sound and sight: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 
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For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth, and friends above; 
For all gentle thoughts anf mild: 

Lord of all, to thee we raise 

This our hymn of grateful praise. 


For thy Church, that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 
Offering up on every shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. 


For thyself, best Gift Divine! 
To our race so freely given; 
For that great, great love of thine, 
Peace on earth, and joy in heaven: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our hymn of grateful praise. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


LITANY OF THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION The min- 
ister, the people responding. 


Let ‘us pray. 

We thank thee, O God, for thy blessings. 

For all thy blessings in creation, for the beauty of earth 
and sea and sky, for thy manifold works, and. the wisdom 
with which thou hast made them all, 

We thank thee, O God. 


For the happiness of our earthly life, for peaceful homes 
and healthful days, for our powers of mind and body, for 
faithful friends, for the joy of loving and being loved, 

We thank thee, O God. 
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For the revelation of thy love and for newness of life in 
our Saviour, for the blessings brought to us by thy holy 
Church, and for our fellowship with thee in Christ, 

We thank thee, O God. 

That it may please thee to bless with wisdom and courage 
thy servant the President of the United States, and all who 
bear with him the responsibility of the nation, and to give 
thy guidance and blessing to all the councils of the people, 

We humbly beseech thee, our Father. 

That it may please thee to strengthen and encourage all 
those who by reason of temptation, hardness of circum- 
stances, or personal loss find it difficult to be thankful and 
to praise thy holy name, 

We humbly beseech thee, our Father. 

That it may please thee to inspire all who are seeking to 
improve the conditions of our industrial life, and to give 
courage and devotion to all who do the work of every day, 
and to restore ordered prosperity and peace to our world, 

We humbly beseech thee, our Father. 

That it may please thee to solace all who have lost those 
whom they most loved, to uphold all who are sick and 
suffering, to protect such as have lost the kindly light of 
reason, and to supply the needs of the blind, the deaf, and 
the dumb, 

We humbly beseech thee, our Father. Amen. 


ASCRIPTION OF PRAISE The minister, the people standing. 

May the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the splendor of the 
eternal light, remove from our hearts all darkness. Unto 
thee, O God, do we give thanks; unto thee do we give thanks 
for thy great mercy toward us: for our creation, preserva- 
tion, and redemption; for the pardon of sin; for the mani- 
fold gifts of thy love; and for the promise of eternal life in 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
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RESPONSE The people. 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all 
the company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glo- 
rious name, evermore praising thee, and saying: Holy, 
holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are 
full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high! 
Amen. 


THE RESPONSIVE READING 

GLORIA PATRI 

THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

PASTORAL PRAYER The people seated and bowed, or kneeling. 
ANTHEM OF PRAISE 

THANKSGIVING OFFERING 


RESPONSE The people standing. 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


HYMN OF PREPARATION 

THE THANKSGIVING SERMON 

AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN The people standing. 

SILENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order of Morning Worship for a 
Family or Other Small Group 


To be said responsively, one person acting as leader. 


The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof: the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 


Praise ye the Lord. 
The Lord’s name be praised. 


Then shall be said or sung the following ancient morning hymn: 
Now that the daylight fills the sky, 
We make our prayer to God on high, 
That he in all we do or say, 
Would keep us free from harm this day; 


Would guard our hearts and thoughts from shame, 
Our tongues from strife, our lips from blame, 
From evil sights defend our eyes, 

And turn them from all vanities; 


Sioa keep our inmost conscience pure, 
Our souls from folly would secure, 
The passion and the pride of sense 
Restrain by prayer and abstinence. 


o So we, when this new day is gone, 
And night once more is drawing on, 
With conscience by the world unstained, 
May praise his name for victory gained. 
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All praise to God the Father be, 
All praise, eternal Son, to thee, 
Whom with the Spirit we adore, 
For ever and for evermore. Amen. 
Then shall the leader say: 
Let us pray. 


All shall unite with him in the Lord’s Prayer, after which shall be said: 

Unto thee, O Lord, have I cried. 

And in the morning shall my prayer come before thee. 

Let my mouth be filled with thy praise; 

That I may sing of thy glory and of thy greatness all 
the day long. 

Hide thy face from my sins. 

And blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God. 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

O Lord, let thy mercy light upon us, 

As our trust is in thee. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
who hast safely brought us to the beginning of this day; defend 
us in the same with thy mighty power; and grant that this day 
we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger; but 
that all our doings, being ordered by thy governance, may be 
righteous in thy sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


All shall then join in the benediction: 
The Lorp bless us, and keep us: the Lorp make his 
face shine upon us, and be gracious unto us: the Lorp 
lift up his countenance upon us, and give us peace. Amen. 


An Order of Evening Worship for a 
Family or Other Small Group 


To be said responsively, one person acting as leader. 


Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: 
he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have 
the light of life. Do thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Thanks be to God. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord; 

Who made heaven and earth. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord’s name be praised. 


Then shall be said or sung the following ancient evening hymn: 


Before the ending of the day, 

Creator of the world, we pray 

That with thy wonted favor thou 
Would’st be our guard and keeper now. 


From all ill dreams defend our eyes, 
From nightly fears and fantasies ; 
Tread under foot our ghostly foe 
That no pollution we may know. 


> 


_ «  O Father, that we ask be done, 

Through Jesus Christ thine only Son, 
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee, 
Doth live and reign eternally. Amen. 
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Then shall the leader say: 
Let us pray. 
All shall unite with him in the Lord’s Prayer, after which shall be said: 

Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our Fathers; 

And worthy to be praised and glorious forever. 

Let us bless the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Let us praise and exalt him above all forever. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven ; 

And worthy to be praised, and glorious and exalted 
above all forever. 

The almighty and merciful Lord bless us and guard us. 

Amen. 

O Lord, let thy mercy light upon us, 

As our trust is in thee. 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy 
great mercy defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; 
for the love of thine only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O Lord, support us all the day long of this troublous life, 
until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the 
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our 
work is done. Then of thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, and 
a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 

And with thy spirit. 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 


All shall then join in the benediction: 


The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. Amen, 
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Aids for General Use 


PRAYERS FOR USE UPON ENTERING 
CHURCH 


For Purity of Heart 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all desires 
known, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse the thoughts 
of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Grace and Guidance 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, who hast safely brought us to 
the beginning of this day; defend us with thy mighty power; 
and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into 
any kind of danger, but that all our doings may be ordered by 
thy governance, to do always that which is righteous in thy 
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


For God’s Continued Help 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify thy 
holy nafne, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Preparation for Worship 

O God our Father, may the meditations of our hearts, in 
this-hour, be acceptable in thy sight; may we strive for a new 
understanding of thy word and will; may we here resolve upon 
a more complete obedience to thy commands, a richer ministry 
to thy people and purpose. Through thy Spirit lift us up into a 


es 


124 AIDS IN THE ORDERING OF WORSHIP 


greater steadfastness, a finer courage, a fuller loyalty, a devo- 
tion worthy of those who name themselves after thee; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 


Almighty God, who hast given us grace, at this time, with 
one accord to make our common supplications unto thee, and 
dost promise that, when two or three are gathered together in 
thy name, thou wilt grant their requests; fulfill now, O Lord, 
the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most ex- 
pedient for them, granting us in this world knowledge of thy 
truth, and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 


The Lord’s Prayer 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the king- 
dom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 


INVOCATIONS 


Almighty God, from whom every good prayer cometh, and 
who pourest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and 
supplication; deliver us, when we draw nigh to thee, from 
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that .with steadfast 
thoughts, and kindled affections, we may worship thee in 
spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, purify our hearts from every vain and sinful 
thought; prepare our souls to worship thee this day acceptably, 
with reverence and godly fear. Set our affection on things above, 
and give us grace to receive thy word into good and honest 
hearts, so that we may rise to newness of life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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O God our Father, who hast bidden the light to shine out of 
darkness, who hast again wakened us to praise thy goodness and 
ask for thy grace; accept now the sacrifice of our worship and 
thanksgiving. Make us to be children of the light and of the 
day, and heirs of thy everlasting inheritance. Remember, O 
God, thy whole Church, all our brethren by land or sea who 
stand in need of thy grace. Pour out the riches of thy mercy, 
so that we, being redeemed, and steadfast in faith, may ever 
praise thy wonderful and holy name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who hast given a day of rest to thy people, 
and, through thy Spirit in the Church, hast consecrated the 
first day of the week to be a perpetual memorial of thy Son’s 
resurrection; grant that-we may so use thy gift that, refreshed 
and strengthened in soul and body, we may serve thee faithfully 
all the days of our life; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that all who worship within this place may 
present their bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
thee; and that they may themselves be temples of the Holy 
Spirit wherein thou wilt dwell for evermore. Amen. 


Regard, O Lord, the supplication of thy servants, and grant 
that thy word, which shall be read and preached in this place, 
may have such acceptance that it may never be spoken in vain. 
Grant glso that the people may have grace to hear and receive 
what shall be delivered out of thy most holy word as the 
means of their salvation, that in all their words and deeds they 
may seek thy glory and the increase of thy kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


‘ 

Q Ged, to whom belong adoration and praise; prepare us, 
through the active presence of thy Spirit, to come before thee 
worthily and to ask of thee rightly; enlighten our understand- 
ing; purify our every desire; quicken our wills unto instant 
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obedience to thy word; strengthen every right purpose; direct 
this hour of worship to the magnifying of thy name, and to 
the enduring good of us thy children and servants; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


Almighty God, author of eternal light; illumine our hearts 
by the light of thy grace, that our lips may praise thee, that 
our lives may bless thee, that our worship may glorify thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Evening 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father; receive us in this 
evening hour as we offer ourselves anew to thee in body, soul, 
and spirit. Let not thy holy day pass except it leave its bene- 
diction with us. Give to us the still and quiet heart. Speak to us 
thy truth, that we may glorify thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Praised be thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the world, by 
whose law the shadows of evening fall and the gates of morn 
are opened. In wisdom thou hast established the changes of 
times and seasons, and ordered the ways of the stars in their 
heavenly courses. Creator of heaven and earth, O living God, 
rule thou over us forever. Praised be thou, O Lord, for the day 
and its work and for the night and its rest, Amen, 


PRAYERS OF CONFESSION : 


Have mercy upon us, O God, according to thy lovingkindness ; 
according to the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out our 
transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquities, and 
cleanse us from our sins. For we acknowledge our transgres- 
sions, and our sin is ever before us. Create in us clean hearts, 
O God, and renew a right spirit within us; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and 
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep. We have followed too 
much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have 
offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things 
which we ought to have done, and we have done those things 
which we ought not to have done. But thou, O Lord, have mercy 
upon us. Spare thou those, O God, who confess their faults. 
Restore thou those who are penitent, according to thy promises 
declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And grant, 
O most merciful Father, for his sake, that we may hereafter 
live a godly, righteous, and sober life; to the glory of thy 
holy name. Amen. 


O holy and merciful God, we confess that we have not always 
taken upon ourselves with joy the yoke of obedience, nor been 
willing to seek and to do thy perfect will. We have not loved 
thee with all our heart and mind and soul and strength, neither 
have we loved our neighbors as ourselves. Thou hast called to 
us in the need of our fellows, and we have passed unheeding on 
our way. In the pride of our hearts, and our unwillingness to 
repent, we have turned away from the cross of Christ, and have 
grieved thy Holy Spirit. Amen. 


O God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against thee 
and are not worthy to be called thy children. We have for- 
saken thy way, and walked in the light of our own eyes. We 
have not loved thee with our whole heart. We have not loved 
our neighbor as ourselves. We have not had in us the mind of 
Christ. We have grieved thy Holy Spirit. We have been con- 
formed to this world which passeth away. We have not endured 
as seeing him who is invisible. Forgive us, we beseech thee, 
most merciful Father, and renew us again in the strength of 
thy grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Atmighty and most merciful God, who knowest the thoughts 
of our hearts, we confess that we have sinned against thee and 
done evil in thy sight. Forgive us, O Lord, we beseech thee, and 


128 AIDS IN THE ORDERING OF WORSHIP 


cleanse us from the defilement of our sin. Give us grace and 
power, and put away all hurtful things, that, being delivered 
from evil, we may persevere in the way of thy righteousness all 
the days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Our heavenly Father, who by thy love hast made us, and 
through thy love hast kept us, and in thy love wouldest make us 
perfect; we humbly confess that we have not loved thee with 
all our heart and soul and mind and strength, and that we have 
not loved one another as Christ hath loved us. Thy life is within 
our souls, but our selfishness hath hindered thee. We have not 
lived by faith. We have resisted thy Spirit. We have neglected 
thine inspirations. Forgive what we have been; help us to amend 
what we are; and in thy Spirit direct what we shall be; that 
thou mayest come into the full glory of thy creation, in us and 
in all men; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of 
all things, Judge of all men; we acknowledge and bewail our 
manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time to time 
most grievously have committed, by thought, word, and deed, 
against thy divine majesty. We do earnestly repent, and are 
heartily sorry for these our misdoings; the remembrance of 
them is grievous unto us. Have mercy upon us, have mercy 
upon us, most merciful Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus 
Christ’s sake, forgive us all that is past; and grant that we may 
ever hereafter serve and please thee in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Almighty and eternal God, who searchest the hearts of men; 
we acknowledge and confess that we have sinned against thee 
in thought, word, and deed; that we have not loved thee with 
all our heart and soul, with all our mind and strength; and 
that we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. Forgive us 
our transgressions, and help us to amend our ways, and of 
thine eternal goodness direct what we shall be, so that we 
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may henceforth walk in the way of thy commandments, and 
do those things which are worthy in thy sight; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who art of purer eyes than to behold evil, if thou 
shouldest mark iniquities, who should stand? Enter not into 
judgment with thy servants, for in thy sight shall no man 
living be justified; for thou knowest our foolishness, and our 
sins are not hid from thee. But thou, O Lord, art full of com- 
passion and gracious, slow to anger and plenteous in mercy; 
there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be obeyed. 
Cleanse us from secret faults; keep back thy servants also from 
presumptuous sins; deliver us from all our transgressions ; draw 
nigh unto our souls and redeem them, and purge away our 
sins; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and merciful God, the fountain of all goodness, 
who knowest the thoughts of our hearts; we confess that we 
have sinned against thee, and done evil in thy sight. Cleanse us 
from sin; give us grace and power to put away all hurtful 
things; that, being delivered from the bondage of sin, we may 
bring forth fruits worthy of repentance, and, following in the 
footsteps of thy blessed Son, obtain thy mercy, and enter into 
thy promised joy. Amen. 


Most merciful Father, we have done little to forward thy 
Kingdom in this world, to foster the brotherhood of man, and 
to establish love as the law of life. We have allowed self to 
blind us? pains to embitter us. We have forgotten that what- 
soever is done to one of the least of thy children is done unto 
thee. Pardon our shortcomings; forgive our neglect; give us a 
pure heart intent on pleasing thee. Help us in all our seeking 
to seek first thy kingdom and thy righteousness. And make us to 
come, asscame thy Son Jesus Christ, not to be ministered unto, 
but to minister, All which we ask through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 
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WORDS OF ASSURANCE 


Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto 
all that truly turn to him: Come unto me, all ye that labor 
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 

Hear also the words from St. John’s Gospel: God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Hear also these words of Scripture: The Lorp is gracious, 
and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a 
contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 


As the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy 
toward them that fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed 
our transgressions from us. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lorn pitieth them 
that fear him. 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 


This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit. 


This is the message which we have heard of him, and.de- 
clare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin. 


The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
the Lorp is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

In the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the 
secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me. 
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Wait on the Lorn: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lorn. 


The Lorp is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

The Lorp redeemeth the soul of his servants: and none of 
them that trust in him shall be desolate. 

Trust in the Lorp wait patiently for him; and he shall give 
thee the desires of thine heart. 


Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you: for everyone that asketh re- 
ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh 
it.shall be opened. 


Jesus said: Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 


My God shall supply all your need according to his riches in 
glory by Christ Jesus. 


PRAYERS FOR PARDON AND 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 


“May the almighty and merciful God grant us pardon, for- 
giveness, and remission of our sins; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


May Almighty God have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 
and bring us to everlasting life. Amen. 


May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us remission of 
all our sins, true repentance, amendment of life, and the grace 
and consolation of his Holy Spirit. Amen. 


O Lérd, we beseech thee, mercifully hear our prayers, and 
spare all those who confess their sins unto thee, that they whose 
consciences by sin are accused, by thy merciful pardon may be 
absolved; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


XN 
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May Almighty God, who caused light to shine out of dark- 
ness, shine in our hearts, cleansing us from all our sins, and 
restoring us to the light of the knowledge of his glory in the 
face of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


May God, whose mercy droppeth as the gentle rain from 
heaven, forgive your sins, strengthen you in all goodness, and 
bring you to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


O God, forgive those who repent of their sins, that returning 
from the path of error to the way of righteousness they may 
retain in fullness what thy grace hath given, and may enjoy 
forever what thy mercy hath restored; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Who is like unto God, that pardoneth iniquity and passeth 
by the transgression of his heritage * He retaineth not his anger 
forever, because he delighteth in mercy. He will turn again and 
have compassion upon us; he will tread our iniquities under 
foot, and cast all our sins into the depths of the sea. Amen. 


O Lord, we beseech thee, forgive thy people their offenses, 
that through thy bountiful goodness we may be delivered from 
the bonds of those sins which by our frailty we have com- 
mitted. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, 
our blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we who are bur- 
dened with the consciousness of our guilt may by thy mercy 
be forgiven, that being cleansed from sin we may be clothed in 
thy righteousness, and worthily rejoice in the joy of thy saints; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of .thy great 
mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn unto thee; have mercy 
upon us; pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm and 
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strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord God, there is none like unto thee, in the heavens or 
upon the earth; yet hast thou promised to hear the cry of those 
who call upon thee; wherefore have respect unto the supplica- 
tions of thy servants, and hearken unto the prayer that they 
make before thee; and, howsoever they may have sinned, yet 
hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place; and when thou hearest, 
Lord, forgive. Amen. 


Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
desirest not the death of a sinner, but rather that he may turn 
from his wickedness and live; thou dost pardon and absolve 
all them that truly repent and unfeignedly believe thy holy 
gospel. Wherefore we beseech thee to grant us true repentance, 
and thy Holy Spirit, that those things may please thee which 
we do at this present, and that the rest of our living hereafter 
may be pure and holy, so that at the last we may come to eter- 
nal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 


GENERAL PRAYERS 


For Ali Conditions of Men 

O God, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind; we humbly 
beseech thee for all sorts and conditions of men, that thou 
wouldest be pleased to make thy ways known unto them, thy 
saving health unto all nations. More especially we pray for thy 
holy Church universal, that it may be so guided and governed 
by thy good Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith 
in unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, and in righteousness of 
life. Firtally, we commend to thy fatherly goodness all those 
who aré in any way afflicted or distressed in mind, body, or 
estate, that it may please thee to comfort and relieve them ac- 
cording to their several necessities, giving them patience under 
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their suffering, and a happy issue out of all their afflictions. 
And this we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


General Intercession 

O God, at whose word man goeth forth unto his work and to 
his labor until the evening; be merciful to all whose duties are 
difficult or burdensome, and comfort them concerning their toil. 
Shield from bodily accident and harm the workmen at their 
work. Protect the efforts of sober and honest industry, and 
suffer not the hire of the laborers to be kept back. Incline the 
hearts of employers and of those whom they employ to mutual 
forbearance, fairness, and good will. Give the spirit of grace 
and of a sound mind to all in places of authority. Bless all 
those who labor in works of mercy and schools of good learning. 
Care for all aged persons, and all little children, the sick and 
the afflicted, and those who travel by land, by sea, or by air. 
Remember all who by reason of weakness are overtasked, or 
because of poverty are forgotten. Let the sorrowful sighing of 
the prisoners come before thee, and according to the greatness of 
thy power preserve thou those that draw nigh unto death. Give 
ear unto our prayer, O merciful and gracious Father, for the 
love of thy dear Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


General Thanksgiving 


Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy 
servants do give thee most humble and hearty thanks for all 
thy goodness and lovingkindness to us, and to all men. We bless 
thee for our creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this 
life; but above all for thine inestimable love in the redemption 
of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ, for the means of grace, 
and for the hope of glory. And we beseech thee, give us that 
due sense of all thy mercies, that our hearts may be unfeignedly 
thankful, and that we may show forth thy praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, by giving up ourselves to thy service, 
and by walking before thee in holiness and righteousness all our 
days ; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 


AIDS FOR GENERAL USE 135 


For the Church 


O God, we pray for thy Church, which is set today amid the 
perplexities of a changing order, face to face with a great new 
task. We remember with love the nurture she gave to our 
spiritual life in its infancy, the tasks she set for our growing 
strength, the influence of the devoted hearts she gathers, the 
steadfast power for good she has exerted. When we compare 
her with all human institutions, we rejoice, for there is none like 
her. But when we judge her by the mind of her Master, we 
bow in contrition. Oh, baptize her afresh in the life-giving spirit 
of Jesus! Put upon her lips the ancient gospel of her Lord. 
Fill her with the prophets’ scorn of tyranny, and with a Christ- 
like tenderness for the heavy-laden and downtrodden. Bid her 
cease from seeking her own life, lest she lose it. Make her val- 
jant to give up her life to humanity, that, like her crucified 
Lord, she may mount the path of the cross to a higher glory. 
Amen, 


For the Unity of the Church 


Almighty and most merciful God, our heavenly Father; we 
confess that we have grievously sinned against thee in thought, 
in word, and in deed. We have come short of thy glory; we 
have broken the unity of thy holy Church; and we have turned 
every one of us aside from the way of life. Yet do thou, O 
most merciful Father, hear us when we call upon thee with 
penitent hearts. Pardon our sins, and grant us thy peace. Con- 
firm us in all goodness, that we may serve thee with a quiet 
mind ;’and bring us to the life everlasting ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


For Missions 

O Thou who art the light and the life of the world, have 
compassion, we pray thee, upon those who are sitting in dark- 
ness and in the shadow of death; and, as thou didst at the first, 
by the preaching of thine apostles, cause the light of thy gospel 
to shine throughout the world, be pleased to make thy ways 
known upon earth, thy saving health unto all nations. Bless thy 
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servants who have gone into hard fields and unto distant lands 
to proclaim the message of salvation. Endue them with thy 
Holy Spirit, enrich them with thy heavenly grace, prosper them 
in all their labors, and give them souls as their reward. And, O 
thou Lord of the harvest, we pray thee to send forth more 
laborers into thy harvest. May they both sow the seed and reap 
the fruit of their labors! And give us grace to do our part in the 
great field of this world in sowing and in reaping; through the 
grace of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


For Evangelism 


Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal of all thy people, that 
they may more earnestly desire, and more diligently seek, the 
salvation of their fellow men, through the message of thy 
love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Send forth a mighty call unto 
thy servants who labor in the gospel, granting unto them a 
heart of love, sincerity of speech, and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, that they may be able to persuade men to forsake sin 
and return unto thee. And so bless and favor the work of thine 
evangelists, that multitudes may be brought from the kingdom 
of evil into the Kingdom of thy dear Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 


For Social Service 


O Lord, our heavenly Father, who by thy blessed Son hast 
taught us that thou art love; we beseech thee graciously to bless 
all those who, following his steps, give themselves to the service 
of their fellow men. Grant unto them clear vision to perceive 
those things which in our social order are amiss; give them true 
judgment, courage, and perseverance to help those that suffer 
wrong, and endue them with unfailing love to minister to the 
poor, the suffering, and the friendless. Make us sensible of our 
union one with another as thy children, that we may strive 
wisely to order all things among us according to thy will; for 
the sake of him who laid down his own life for us, thy Son 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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For the President and Others in Authority 

O God, who art the hope of all the ends of the earth; re- 
member us in love, and guide us by thine infinite wisdom. Most 
heartily we beseech thee to grant thy blessing upon thy servants, 
the President of the United States, the Governor of this state, 
and all others in authority. Imbue them with the spirit of wis- 
dom, goodness, and truth; and so rule their hearts, and bless 
their endeavors, that law and order, justice and peace, may 
everywhere prevail, to the honor of thy holy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For the Country 

Almighty God, who in the former time didst lead our fathers 
forth into a wealthy place; give thy grace, we humbly beseech 
thee, to us their children, that we may always approve ourselves 
a people inindful of thy favor, and glad to do thy will. Bless our 
land with honorable industry, sound learning, and pure reli- 
gion. Defend our liberties; preserve our unity. Save us from 
violence, discord, and confusion, from pride and arrogance, 
and from every evil way. Fashion into one happy people the 
multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. 
Endue with the spirit of wisdom those whom we entrust in thy 
name with the authority of governance, to the end that there be 
peace at home, and that we keep a place among the nations of 
the earth. In the time of prosperity fill our hearts with thank- 
fulness, and in the day of trouble suffer not our trust in thee 
to fail ; all of which we ask for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Grant us peace, thy most precious gift, O thou eternal source 
of peace. Bless our country, that it may ever be a stronghold 
of peace, and the advocate of peace in the councils of nations. 
May contentment reign within its borders, health and happi- 
ness within its homes. Strengthen the bonds of friendship and 
fellowship between all the inhabitants of our land. Plant virtue 
in every soul; and may the love of thy name hallow every home 
and every heart. Praised be thou, O Lord, giver of peace. Amen. 
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Introduction to an Affirmation of Faith 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is the one true Church, 
apostolic and universal, whose holy faith let us now reverently 
and sincerely declare. 


The Apostles Creed 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third 
day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he 
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 

or 


I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was 
conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third 
day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty ; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe 
in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic Church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 


The Nicene Creed 


I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth, and of all things visible and invisible: — 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of 
God, begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, 


AIDS FOR GENERAL USE 139 


being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things’ 
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the 
Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was crucified also for 
us under Pontius Pilate; he suffered and was buried, and the 
third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, and ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; and 
he shall come again with glory, to judge both the quick and 
the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who 
spake by the prophets. And I believe one catholic and apostolic 
Church. I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. 
And I look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 


A Modern Affirmation 


We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom, power, 
and love, whose mercy is over all his works, and whose will is 
ever directed to his children’s good. 

We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the 
gift of the Father’s unfailing grace, the ground of our hope, 
and the promise of our deliverance from sin and death. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our 
lives, whereby we are kept in perpetual remembrance of the 
truth of Christ, and find strength and help in time of need. 

We bélieve that this faith should manifest itself in the service 
of love as set forth in the example of our blessed Lord, to the 
end that the Kingdom of God may come upon the earth. 
Amen. 


The Korgan Creed 

We believe in the one God, Maker and Ruler of all things, 
Father of all men, the source of all goodness and beauty, all 
truth and love. 
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We believe in Jesus Christ, God manifest in the flesh, our 
teacher, example, and redeemer, the Saviour of the world. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, God present with us for 
guidance, for comfort, and for strength. 

We believe in the forgiveness of sins, in the life of love and 
prayer, and in grace equal to every need. 

We believe in the Word of God contained in the Old and 
New Testaments as the sufficient rule both of faith and of 
practice. 

We believe in the Church as the fellowship for worship and 
for service of all who are united to the living Lord. 

We believe in the Kingdom of God as the divine rule in human 
society, and in the brotherhood of man under the fatherhood 
of God. 

We believe in the final triumph of righteousness, and in the 
life everlasting. Amen. 


A Creed in the Words of St.John 


We believe that God is Spirit, and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth. 

We believe that God is Light, and that if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another. 

We believe that God is Love, and that everyone that loveth 
is born of God and knoweth God. 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, and that 
God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 

We believe that he is the Resurrection and the Life, and that 
whosoever believeth on him, though he were dead, yet shall 
he live. 

We believe that we are children of God, and that he hath 
given us of his Spirit. 

We believe that if we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all uncleanness. 

We believe that the world passeth away and the lust thereof, 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever, Amen, 
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OFFERTORY SENTENCES AND PRAYERS 


All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we 
given thee. Amen. 


We give thee but thine own, 
Whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is thine alone, 
A trust, O Lord, from thee. Amen. 


Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought; 
Bless thou the work our hearts have planned; 
Ours is the faith, the will, the thought; 
The rest, O God, is in thy hand. Amen. 


All things are thine; no gift have we, 
Lord of all gifts, to offer thee; 

And hence with grateful hearts today, 
Thine own before thy feet we lay. Amen. 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Accept, O Lord, these offerings thy people make unto thee, 
and grant that the cause to which they are devoted may prosper 
under thy guidance, to the glory of thy name; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 


Accept these offerings, we beseech thee, O Lord, and merci- 
fully direct and enable us by thy Holy Spirit, that all things 
which we do in thy name may be truly wrought in thee ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


4.4 ; 
“Heavenly Father, giver of all good things, who hast taught 
us that it is more blessed to give than to receive; we dedicate 
these our offerings to the service of thy Church, humbly be- 
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seeching thee that all our gifts and energies may be consecrated 
to the extension of thy Kingdom on earth; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. . 


O God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have 
all received; accept this offering of thy people. Remember in 
thy love those who have brought it, and those for whom it is 
given, and so follow it with thy blessing that it may promote 
peace and good will among men, and advance the Kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Thine, O Lorp, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lorn, 
and thou art exalted as head above all. Amen. 


RESPONSES 


Opening Sentences 


The Lorp is in his holy temple: let all the earth keep silence 
before him. Amen. 


Father of lights, in whom there is no shadow, 
Giver of every good and perfect gift, 

With one accord we seek thy holy presence, 
Gladly our hearts to thee in praise we lift. Amen. 


Jesus, stand among us 
In thy risen power ; 
Let this’ time of worship 
Be a hallowed hour. 


Breathe the Holy Spirit 
Into every heart; 

Bid the fears and sorrows 
From each soul depart. 
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Thus with quickened footsteps 
We pursue our way, 
Watching for the dawning 
Of eternal day. Amen. 


Let all mortal flesh keep silence, 
And with fear and trembling stand; 

Ponder nothing earthly minded, 
For with blessing in his hand, 

Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
Our full homage to demand. Amen. 


O worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness: serve him 
with gladness, all the earth. Amen. 


Responses After Prayer 


Hear our prayer, O Lord; incline thine ear to us, and grant 
us thy peace. Amen. 


Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
be acceptable in thy sight, O Lorp, my strength, and my re- 
deemer. Amen. 


Almighty Father, hear our prayer, and bless all souls that 
wait before thee. Amen. 


Saviour, hear us, we pray: 
Keep us safe through this day; 
Keep our lives free from sin 
And our hearts pure within. 


Jesus, Lord, hear our prayer ; 
May we rest in thy care. 


‘ Be our Guardian and Guide; 
May we walk by thy side 
Till the evening shades fall 
Over us—over all. 
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Through love to light! O wonderful the way 
That leads from darkness to the perfect day; 
From darkness and from sorrow of the night 
To morning that comes singing o’er the sea! 
Through love to light! Through light, O God, to thee 
Who art the Love of love, th’ eternal Light of light. Amen. 


Hear thou in love, O Lord, our cry, 
In heaven, thy dwelling place on high. Amen. 


Responses After Scripture 
Hosanna in the highest! 


God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to 
shine upon us; that thy way may be known upon earth, thy 
saving health among all nations. Amen. 


Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine 
house, O Lorp, forever. Amen. 


O Lord, open thou our eyes, that we may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. Amen. 


VERSICLES 


VERSICLES are commonly used to introduce certain acts of worship. 


To Introduce an Anthem 
Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 
People: The Lord’s name be praised. 


To Introduce a Prayer, Intercession, or Litany 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
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Mimster: Let us pray. 
Here let the people kneel or be seated and bow in prayer. 


Minister: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 

People: And grant us thy salvation. 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
People: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 


To Introduce a Prayer, Intercession, or Litany 
Minister: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with thy spirit. 
Mimster: Let us pray. 


Here let the people kneel or be seated and bow in prayer. 


Minister: O Lord, show thy mercy upon us. 

People: And grant us thy salvation. 

Minister: O Lord, save the nation. 

People: And mercifully hear us when we call upon 
thee. 

Minister: Endue thy ministers with righteousness. 

People: And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Minister: O Lord, save thy people. 

People: And bless thine inheritance. 

Minister: Give peace in our time, O Lord; 

Peoples Because there is none other that fighteth for 
us, but only thou, O God. 

Minister: O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

People: And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

To Introduce a Responsive Reading 
Minister: O magnify the Lord with me. 
People: And let us exalt his name together. 
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Here let the people stand. 


Minister: Let the people praise thee, O God. 
People: Yea, let all the people praise thee. 


To Introduce a Prayer 
Mimister: Glory to God in the highest. 
People: On earth peace, good will toward men. 
Minster: May God order our days and our times in his 
peace. 
People: May God grant us his peace and eternal life. 


Kyrie Eleison 
Minister: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
People: Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Mimster: Lord, have mercy upon us. 


SALUTATIONS 


In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 


Peace be to this house, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
that ye may abound in hope, through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 


Grace be unto you, and peace, from God the Father, and 
from our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Peace be to this house, and to all that dwell in it. Amen. 
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ASCRIPTIONS 


Thine, O Lorp, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lorp, 
and thou art exalted as head above all. Amen. 


Now unto him who is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus 
throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 


Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only 
wise God, be honor and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


Now unto the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his 
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen. 


Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and 
his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 


Amen. 


Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto him that 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever. 


Amen. 


Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 

, ; : 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and evermore. Amen. 


big BENEDICTIONS 


The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen. 
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The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 


And now may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, be among you and abide with you, now and 
evermore. Amen. 


The Lorp bless you, and keep you: the Lorp make his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious unto you: the Lorp lift up his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 


Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the 
blood of the everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every 
good work to do his will, working in you that which is well- 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


Unto God’s gracious mercy and protection we commit you; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you always. Amen. 


PRAYERS FOR USE UPON LEAVING 
CHURCH 


Let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our 
hearts be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord, our strength, and 
our redeemer. Amen. 


May that which hath been performed by our humble minis- 
trations be fulfilled by thy effectual power; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O most gracious and merciful God, grant that what hath 


AIDS FOR GENERAL USE 149 


been done by our devotion and service may be confirmed by 
thy benediction; through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Dismiss us now, O Lord, with thy blessing, and accompany 
us ever with thy grace, that we may henceforth live in peace, 
love, and holiness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord God, Father Almighty, bless and sanctify this sacri- 
fice of praise which has been offered unto thee to the honor 
and glory of thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that what hath been said with our lips we 
may believe in our hearts, and that what we believe in our 
hearts we may practice in our lives; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, grant that the aspira- 
tions of mind and heart that have come to us this hour be trans- 
formed into a Christlike way of living through the effectual 
power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace, at this time, with one 
accord to make our common supplications unto thee, and dost 
promise that, when two or three are gathered together in thy 
name, thou wilt grant their requests; fulfill now, O Lord, the 
desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most expedient 
for them, granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, 
and in the world to come life everlasting. Amen. 


The Christian Year’ 


Scripture Sentences, Calls to Worship, and Prayers 


ADVENT 
Season of Expectancy—Always 4 Sundays 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlast- 
ing doors; and the King of glory shall come in. 


Prepare ye the way of the Lorp, make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God. 


The glory of the Lorp shall be revealed, and all flesh shall 
see it together: for the mouth of the Lorp hath spoken it. 


For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 


And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we 
have waited for him, and he will save us; this is the Lorp; we 
have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 


Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for lo, I come, and I 
will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the Lorp. And many na- 
tions shall be joined to the Lorp in that day, and shall be my 
people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt 
know that the Lorp of hosts hath sent me unto thee. 


Now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, 
the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of dark- 
ness, and let us put on the armor of light. 

1 For a calendar of the Christian Year see pages 209-12. 
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Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 
, 
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CALLS TO WORSHIP 


Praise be to God 

Blessed be the Lord God; for he hath visited 
and redeemed his people. 

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Blessed be the name of the Lord. Amen. 


How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, 

That publisheth peace; that bringeth good 
tidings of good, 

That publisheth salvation ; 

That saith unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! 


The Lord is in his holy temple. 

Let all the earth keep silence before him. 

Be still, and know that I am God. 

I will be exalted among the nations, I will be 
exalted in the earth. Amen. 


Sing unto the Lord a new song, and his praise 
from the end of the earth. 

Show us thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us 
thy salvation. 

The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him 
in truth. 

O Lord, thou art our help and our deliverer: 
we bow down and worship thee. Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


Almighty God, who in thy providence hast made all ages a 
preparation for the kingdom of thy Son; we beseech thee to 
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make ready our hearts for the brightness of thy glory and the 
fullness of thy blessing in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who art the source of all existence and the light of 
all seeing ; we remember with joy and awe that the world is thy 
creation, and that life is thy gift..Uplift our thoughts from the 
littleness of our own works to the greatness, the majesty, and 
the wonder of thine, and teach us so to behold thy glory that 
we may grow into thy likeness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


O God, who in the days of old didst make thyself known to 
prophets and poets, and in the fullness of time didst reveal 
thyself in thy Son Jesus Christ; help us so to meditate upon 
the revelation of thyself which thou hast given, that thy con- 
stant love may become known to us, and we may feel thy 


presence always with us; through the same Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O God, who hast taught us that the night is far spent and the 
day is at hand; grant that we may ever be found watching for 
the coming of thy Son; save us from undue love of the world, 
that we may wait with patient hope for the day of the Lord, 
and so abide in him that, when he shall appear, we may not be 
ashamed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


O God, who hast set before us the great hope that thy 
Kingdom shall come on earth, and hast taught us to pray for its 
coming; make us ever ready to thank thee for the signs of its 
dawning, and to pray and work for that perfect day when thy 
will shall be done on earth as it is in heaven; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Most merciful God, who so loved the world as to give thine 
only-begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life; grant unto us, we humbly 
pray thee, the precious gift of faith, whereby we may know that 
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the Son of God is come, and may have power to overcome the 
world and gain a blessed immortality; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who hast made of one blood all nations of men for 
to dwell on the face of the earth, and didst send thy blessed 
Son Jesus Christ to preach peace to them that are afar off and 
to them that are nigh; grant that all the peoples of the world 
may feel after thee and find thee; and hasten, O Lord, the 
fulfillment of thy promise to pour out thy Spirit upon all flesh; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


Bible Sunday 


O Lord God, heavenly Father, we beseech thee so to rule and 
guide us by thy Holy Spirit, that we may hear and receive thy 
holy word with our whole heart, in order that through thy word 
we also may be sanctified, and may learn to place all our trust 
and hope in Jesus Christ thy Son, and following him may be 
led safely through all evil, until through thy grace we come to 
everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ thy Son our 
Lord. Amen. 


Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning; grant that we may in such wise hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by 
patience, and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou 
hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


CHRISTMASTIDE 


Season of the Nativity—Usually 2 Sundays 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


The ggace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men. 
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God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 


Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is burn this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. And the Word was made flesh, 
and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 


CALLS TO WORSHIP 


Minister: Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 


People: This child is set for the fall and rising again 
of many. 


Minister: Let us with wise men, lowly shepherds, and all the 
heavenly host, worship the holy Babe. 


People: O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
Amen. 


Minister: The Lord hath made known his salvation. 


People: His righteousness hath he openly showed in 
the sight of the nations. 


Minister: Light shall shine out of darkness; he hath shined 
in our hearts. 


People: We have the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


© God our Father, who hast brought us again to the glad 
season when we commemorate the birth of thy Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord; grant that his Spirit may be born anew in our hearts 
this day and that we may joyfully welcome him to reign over 
us. Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus 
of old; open our lips that we too may sing with uplifted hearts, 
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. Amen. 


O Father, who hast declared thy love to men by the birth 
of the holy Child at Bethlehem; help us to welcome him with 
gladness and to make room for him in our common days, so 
that we may live at peace with one another and in good will 
with all thy family; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Eternal Father, who by the birth of thy beloved Son Jesus 
Christ didst give thyself to mankind; grant that, being born 
in our hearts, he may save us from all our sins, and restore 
within us the image and likeness of our Creator, to whom be 
everlasting praise and glory, world without end. Amen. 


O Lord God, whose chosen dwelling is the heart of the 
lowly ; we give thee thanks that thou didst reveal thyself in the 
holy Child Jesus, and that all childhood has been sanctified in 
him. We beseech thee to make us humble in faith and love, that 
we may know the joy of the gospel that is hidden from the wise 
and prudent and revealed unto babes. And this we ask in his 
name, who, wearing our mortal flesh, grew in wisdom and in 


favor with God and man. Amen. 
p 
O God, who hast given us grace at this time to celebrate the 


birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ; we laud and magnify thy 
glorious name for the countless blessings which he hath brought 
unto us, and we beseech thee to grant that we may ever set 
forth thy {praise in joyful obedience to thy will; through the 
same“Jestus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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O Lord our God, most merciful and mighty; fill our hearts 
with joy and our tongues with praise as this day we keep the 
festival of our Saviour’s birth. Let the Holy Spirit come upon 
us as we approach the mystery of his appearing in the flesh of 
a little child. Stir up in our hearts the precious gift of faith, 
that he may be born anew in us, and that his presence may shed 
abroad in our hearts the light of heavenly joy and peace. Grant 
this, O God, we beseech thee, for the love of Christ thy Son, 
our only Saviour. Amen, 


The Closing Year: Watch Night 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Lorp, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 
Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 


The heavens shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of 
them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change 
them, and they shall be changed: but thou art the same, and 
thy years shall have no end. 


Beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is 
with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day. 


God will be our guide even unto death. 


Let the beauty of the Lorp our God be upon us: and establish 
thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our 
hands establish thou it. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 


Minister: The Lord hath been mindful of us: and he will 
bestow his mercy upon us. 

People: He will bless them that fear the Lord, both 
small and great. 
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Minister: Oh that men would praise the Lorp for his good- 
ness, 

People: And for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


O Almighty God, our refuge and strength; keep us, we 
beseech thee, under thy watchful providence during the com- 
ing year. Protect our country, guard our homes, and sanctify 
our lives. So guide our hearts, we pray thee, that we may use 
and not abuse the liberty wherewith thy Son Jesus Christ hath 
made us free. In times of prosperity kindle in us a spirit of 
grateful service; and in adversity endue us with courage, faith, 
and sympathy for others. May truth, purity, and charity dwell 
among us this year and from generation to generation. Hasten, 
Lord, we pray thee, the coming of thy kingdom on this earth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who hast been the dwelling place of thy people 
in all generations, and who in thy mercy hast brought us to the 
close of another year; we praise thee for all the way by which 
thou hast led us, and we humbly beseech thee to continue to us 
thy lovingkindness. Help us to cast our weakness on thy strength, 
that amid all the changes of time we may rest ourselves on thy 
unchanging love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Father, as the old year ends and the new year begins, for- 
give us for the failures of the vanished days, and bless us in 
whatever we have truly striven for in days that do not die. 
Keep tis from vain regrets, and let us face forward in the light 
of the best that we have learned. Purge our hearts both of 
shallow self-confidence and of cowardly fears, so that we may 
know that without thee we can do nothing, but that in thee all 
things are possible; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

+ a 
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The Opening Year 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things 


new. 


Be strong and of a good courage. 


Behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can 


shut it. 


So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 
unto wisdom. 


Cast away from you all your transgressions, whereby ye 
have transgressed ; and make you a new heart and a new spirit. 


I will be with thee: I will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 


Minister 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minster: 


CALLS TO WORSHIP 
O sing unto the Lord a new song: sing unto the 
Lord, all the earth. 


Sing unto the Lord, bless his name; show 
forth his salvation from day to day. 

Declare his glory among the nations, his wonders 
among all people. 


Honor and majesty are before him; strength 
and beauty are in his sanctuary. Amen. 


He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make 
all things new. 


Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 


Days should speak, and multitude of years should 
teach wisdom. 


THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 159 


People: The counsel of the Lord standeth forever, 
the thoughts of his heart to all generations. 
Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


O thou eternal Father, who art ever the same; grant us so 
to pass through the coming year with faithful hearts that we 
may be able in all things to please thee; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O Almighty God, who alone art without variableness or 
shadow of turning, and hast safely brought us through the 
changes of time to the beginning of another year; we beseech 
thee to pardon the sins we have committed in the year which is 
past, and to give us grace that we may spend the remainder 
of our days to thy honor and glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Eternal God, who makest all things new, and abidest forever 
the same; grant us to begin this year in thy faith, and to con- 
tinue it in thy favor; that, being guided in all our doings and 
guarded all our days, we may spend our lives in thy service, 
and finally by thy grace attain the glory of everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


EPIPHANY 
Season of the Evangel—From 4 to 9 Sundays 


Fa SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Nations shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness 
of thy rising. They shall bring gold and incense; and they shall 
show forth the praises of the Lorp. 


The jLorp hath made known his salvation; his righteousness 
hath he openly showed in the sight of the nations. 
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We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto 
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in 
your hearts. 


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lorp 
is risen upon thee. Nations shall come to thy light, and kings 
to the brightness of thy rising. 


And they shall come from the east, and from the west, and 
from the north and from the south, and shall sit down in the 
kingdom of God. 


Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be 
one fold, and one shepherd. 


Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest. 


CALLS TO WORSHIP 


Minister: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together. 

People: With him is the fountain of life; in his light 
shall we see light. 

Minister: Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for 
the upright in heart. 

People: From the rising of the sun unto the going 
down of the same the Lord’s name is to be 
praised. Amen. 


Minister: It is good that a man should both hope and quietly 
wait for the salvation of the Lord. 

People: The secret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him; and he will show them his covenant. 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minster: 


- People: 


Minister: 


People: 
, 


Minister: 


People: 
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God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. 

We will lift up our voices in praise unto God, 
our strength and our redeemer. Amen. 


Blessed be the name of God, for ever and ever: 
for wisdom and might are his. 

He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowl- 
edge to them that know understanding. 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised. Amen. 


The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him. 
He will fulfill the desire of them that fear 
him. 

The Lord hath made known his salvation. 

Our help is in the name of the Lord. Amen. 


Praise waiteth for thee, O God, and unto thee 
shall a vow be performed. 

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us 
go into the house of the Lord. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise. 


For the Lord is good; his mercy is ever- 
lasting; and his truth endureth to all genera- 
tions. Amen. 


The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the 
soul. 

The testimony of the Lord is sure, making 
wise the simple. 
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Minister: The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart. 


People: The commandment of the Lord is pure, en- 
lightening the eyes. Amen. 


Minister: O Lord, open thou our eyes, 

People: That we may see the beauty of goodness. 
Minster: O Lord, open thou our ears, 

People: That we may hear the appeal of truth, 
Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips. 


People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise, 
Amen, 


Minister: God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

People: Send out thy light and thy truth; let them 
lead me. 

Minister: Sing unto the Lord, all the earth; show forth his 
salvation from day to day. 

People: Declare his glory among the nations, his 
marvelous works among all peoples. Amen. 


Minister: How shall we be able to magnify the Lord? for 
he is great above all his works. 

People: The Lord is very great, and marvelous is his 
power. 

Minister: When ye glorify the Lord, put forth all your 
strength, and be not weary. 

People: For the Lord hath made all things; and to the 


godly hath he given wisdom. Amen. 
PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


O Thou who art the true sun of the world, ever rising, and 
never going down, who by thy most wholesome appearing and 
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light dost nourish and make joyful all things in heaven and 
in earth; we beseech thee mercifully to shine into our hearts, 
that the night and darkness of sin and the mists of error on 
every side may be driven away, and that all our life long we 
may walk without stumbling as children of the light and the 
day. Amen. 


Everlasting Father, the radiance of faithful souls, who 
didst bring the nations to thy light and kings to the brightness 
of thy rising; fill, we beseech thee, the world with thy glory, and 
show thyself unto all the nations; through him who is the true 
light and the bright and morning star, Jesus Christ thy Son 
our Lord. Amen. 


O God, whose blessed Son came not to do his own will but 
thine alone; open our hearts to every call from thee, and over 
all worldly fears let thy plans for us prevail, that in full sur- 
render to thy purpose we may find our reward as the ministers 
of thy grace and the messengers of thy love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O our God, we believe in thee, we hope in thee, and we love 
thee because thou hast created us, redeemed us, and dost 
sanctify us. Increase our faith, strengthen our hope, and deepen 
our love, that, giving ourselves up wholly to thy will, we may 
serve thee faithfully all the rest of our life. And we pray that 
finally we may be found worthy through thy grace to inherit 
life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Teach us, gracious God, to serve thee as thou deservest, to 
give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the 
wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask 
for any reward, save that of knowing that we do thy will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, from whom every good prayer cometh, and 
who notirest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and 


\ 
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supplication; deliver us, when we draw nigh to thee, from 
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind; that with stead- 
fast thoughts, and kindled affections, we may worship thee 
in spirit and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who didst command thine apostles to go into all the 
world, and to preach the gospel to every creature; let thy name 
be great among the nations from the rising up of the sun unto 
the going down of the same. Amen. 


O Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings without 
charity are nothing worth; send thy Holy Spirit, and pour 
into our hearts that most excellent gift of charity, the very 
bond of peace and of all virtues, without which whosoever 
liveth is counted dead before thee. Grant this for thine only 
Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


O Almighty God, who hast built thy Church upon the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the head cornerstone; grant us so to be joined together 
in unity of spirit by their doctrine, that we may’ be made a holy 
temple acceptable unto thee; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


We beseech thee, O God, to pour thy holy light into our 
souls, that we may ever be devoted to thee, by whose un- 
searchable wisdom we were created, and by whose loving prov- 
idence we are governed; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God our Father, give to the Church a new vision and a new 
charity, new wisdom and fresh understanding, the revival of 
her brightness and the renewal of her unity; that the eternal 
message of thy Son, undefiled by the traditions of men, may be 
hailed as the good news of the new age; through him who 
maketh all things new, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God our heavenly Father, who didst manifest thy love by 
sending thine only-begotten Son into the world that all might 
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live through him; pour thy Spirit upon thy Church, that it may 
fulfill his command to preach the gospel to every creature; 
send forth, we beseech thee, laborers into thy harvest; defend 
them in all dangers and temptations; give them grace to bear 
faithful witness unto thee; endue them with zeal and love, that 
they may turn many to righteousness; through the same thy 
Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who willest that all men should be saved and come to 
the knowledge of the truth; prosper, we pray thee, our brethren 
who labor in distant lands [especially those for whom our 
prayers are desired]. Protect them in all perils by land and 
sea; support them in loneliness and in the hour of trial; give 
them grace to bear faithful witness unto thee; and endue them 
with burning zeal and love, that they may turn many to right- 
eousness, and finally obtain a crown of glory; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Missionary Day 

Almighty God our heavenly Father, who through thy Son 
Jesus Christ hast given commandment unto thy people to go 
into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature; 
grant us a ready will to obey thy word; and as we have entered 
into the labors of other men, help us to serve thee, that others 
may enter into our labors, and that we with them, and they 
with us, may attain unto everlasting life; through the same 
Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


Race Relations Day 

Almighty and everliving God, who hast made of one blood 
all nations of men, for to dwell on all the face of the earth, 
and hast taught us by thy holy prophets that thou art our 
Father and all men our brethren; move upon the heart of thy 
Church, we beseech thee, that it may obey thy high command to 
proclaifn the gospel of Jesus to every race and nation, until all 
peoples shall hear the wonders of thy love for the children 
of men; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


\ 
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Lord of the nations, who in Christ hast broken down the 
wall of partition between Jew and Gentile, bond and free; unite 
the people of different races in bonds of true brotherhood, that 
East and West, North and South, made one in thee, may 
together labor for the bringing in of thy kingdom of righteous- 
ness and peace; through Jesus Christ our Jord. Amen. 


Day of Prayer for Students 


O thou only: wise God, in whom are all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge; we beseech thee to illuminate all uni- 
versities, colleges, and schools with the light that cometh from 
above, that those who teach may be taught of thee, and those 
who learn may be led by thy Spirit, and by the increase of 
knowledge thy truth may be confirmed, and thy glory mani- 
fested; through Jesus Christ the living Word. Amen. 


O God, who didst reveal thy Son Jesus Christ to wise men of 
old; grant us to welcome the revelation of wisdom and science 
through which in our own day thou dost make thy works known 
among men. Reveal thyself again to men of learning, that 
through their work the world may come to know thee anew, 
and may offer new gifts and treasures to the glory of thy name, 
who art evermore revealed in thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Brotherhood Day 


O God, we pray for thy Church, which is set today amid the 
perplexities of a changing order, and face to face with a great 
new task. Baptize her afresh in the life-giving spirit of Jesus. 
Put upon ter lips the ancient gospel of her Lord. Fill her with 
the prophets’ scorn of tyranny, and with a Christlike tenderness 
for the heavy-laden and downtrodden. Bid her cease from seek- 
ing her own life, lest she lose it. Make her valiant to mount by 
the path of the cross to a higher glory; through Christ the 
Lord, Amen. 
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LENT AND HOLY WEEK 


Season of Penitence and Renewal—Always 6 Sundays 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Come ye, and let us walk in the light of the Lorn. He will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths. 


Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Humble 
yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up. 


Rend your heart and not your garments, and turn unto the 
Lorp your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and of great kindness. 


In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in 
confidence shall be your strength. 


Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit 
indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. 


Beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 


Let thy mind be upon the ordinances of the Lord, and 
meditate continually in his commandments: he shall establish 
thine heart, and give thee wisdom at thine own desire. 


How great is the lovingkindness of the Lord our God, and 
his compassion unto such as turn unto him in holiness! 
, 


For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with 
him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 


TO CALLS TO WORSHIP 


Minister: Let us search and try our ways, and turn again 
to the Lord. 
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God shall bless us; and all the ends of the 
earth shall fear him. 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near: let the wicked forsake 
his way and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him return unto the Lord. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a 
broken and a contrite heart he will not despise. 
Amen. 


O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together. 

Blessed be the Lord God, who only doeth 
wondrous things. Blessed be his glorious name 
forever; and let the whole earth be filled with 
his glory. 

Come and let us return unto the Lord; and we 
shall live in his sight. 

Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, 
and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. Amen. 


The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 
and plenteous in mercy. 


He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor 
rewarded us according to our iniquities. 
What shall we render unto the Lord for all his 
benefits toward us? 


We will take the cup of salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord. Amen. 


Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. 


The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him in truth, 
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Minister: Let not mercy and truth forsake thee; write them 
upon the table of thine heart. 

People: God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 
If we walk in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another. Amen. 


Minister: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together. 

People: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 

Minister: Let us lift up our hearts with our voices unto 
God our Father. 

People: We lift them up unto God, our strength and 
our redeemer. Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou 
hast made, and dost forgive the sins of all those who are peni- 
tent; create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that we, 
truly lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wickedness, 
may obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who by thy Word dost marvelously work out the 
reconciliation of mankind; grant, we beseech thee, that follow- 
ing the example of our blessed Lord, and walking in such a 
way as thou dost choose, we may be subjected to thee with all 
our hearts, and united to each other in holy love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God our Father, who hast led us apart from the busy 
world into the quiet of thy house; grant us grace to worship 
thee in spirit and in truth, to the comfort of our souls and the 
upbuilding of every good purpose and holy desire. Enable us 
to do more perfectly the work to which thou hast called us, that 
we may not fear the coming of night, when we shall resign into 
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thy hands the tasks which thou hast committed to us. So may 
we worship thee not with our lips only at this hour, but in 
word and deed all the days of our lives; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who through thy Son dost continually prompt 
us to conform our wills to thine; grant that we may love the 
thing which thou desirest for us, and find thy commandments 
in the purified wishes of our hearts; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Grant us, O Lord, in all our ways of life thy help, in all our 
perplexities of thought thy counsel, in all our dangers of temp- 
tations thy protection, and in all our sorrows of heart thy peace ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves 
to help ourselves; keep us, both outwardly in our bodies and 
inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all ad- 
versities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Stewardship Sunday 


Almighty God, grant us thy gift of loyalty. For our homes 
give us love and obedience; for our country, sacrifice and 
service; for our church, reverence and devotion; and in every- 
thing make us true to thee; through thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who in thine infinite love didst send thy Son to 
bring light to all that are in darkness; fill us with thine own 
love for men; and, since thou hast entrusted to us both the 
knowledge of thy truth and the gifts of thy bounty, help us to 
use them as good stewards, giving liberally, praying instantly, 
and working diligently, that we may be sharers in bringing all 
men to thy light and hastening the coming of thy kingdom. 
Amen. 
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Passion Sunday 

Almighty God, help us when we are tempted that we sin not. 
Strengthen us, we pray thee, with the power of thy Holy 
Spirit. Let us never forget that thou art with us, and that both 
our souls and bodies are thine. Fill us with the love of thee, 
that we may have strength to persevere in the work which thou 
hast given to us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, to whom alone is known the meaning of the mystery 
of suffering; we beseech thee in behalf of the many who are 
afflicted in mind and body. May they have faith to claim the 
healing of the Great Physician. May those about them continue 
in that prayer of faith which will save the sick; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Palm Sunday 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 
The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of 
the righteous. 


Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


God hath highly exalted him, and given him a name which 
is above every name. 


Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom 
my soul delighteth; I have put my spirit upon him. 
, 


The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our 
Lord, and of his Christ. 


CALLS TO WORSHIP 
Minster: I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into 
the house of the Lord. 
People: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise. 
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Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh 
unto thee. 

He shall have dominion from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
Amen. 


Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; behold, thy 
King cometh unto thee. 


In his days shall the righteous flourish; and 
abundance of peace so long as the moon en- 
dureth. 


He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and 
from the river unto the ends of the earth. 


Blessed be the King that cometh in the name 
of the Lord; peace in heaven, and glory in 
the highest. Amen. 


And the disciples began to rejoice and praise God; 
saying, Hosanna! 


Hosanna to the son of David! 


Blessed be the King that cometh in the name of 
the Lord. 


Blessed be the kingdom of our father David, 
that cometh in the name of the Lord. 


Hosanna! 
Hosanna in the highest! 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


Our Father, as on this day we keep the special memory of 
our Redeemer’s entry into Jerusalem, so grant, O Lord, that 
now and ever he may triumph in our hearts. Let the King of 
grace and glory enter in, and let us lay ourselves and all we 
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are in full and joyful homage Joa him ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O God, we praise thee for the Master, who rode in triumph 
into the city of his fathers. We thank thee that he came not 
as a conqueror to destroy, but as a Messiah to save, and that 
he appealed to human hearts with the glory of love. In the 
spirit of praise and worship we ask that every knee shall bow, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. Amen. 


Come, O Christ, and reign among us, in love and joy and 
peace ; extend thine empire over human hearts; let the burning 
vision of thy beauty shine out before the eyes of the world; 
hasten the consummation of thy kingdom in which love shall 
be the only king. Amen. 


O King of men, Master of our lives, entering into thy glory 
by the cross, to whom all authority is given, both in heaven 
and on earth; we acknowledge thy sovereignty over every realm 
of life. Come, O Lord; enter into thy kingdom; subdue the 
world by the might of thy love. Amen. 


Holy Week 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we 
are the children of God: and if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be also glorified together. 


Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, look- 
ing unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; whe for 
thé joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of ‘ie throne of 


God. 
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Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow. 


If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever will save his 
life shall lose it; but whosvever shall lose his life for my sake 
and the gospel’s, the same shall save it. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 


Minister: Christ his own self bore our sin in his own body 
on the tree, 

People: That we, being dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness. Amen. 


PRAYERS 
Monday in Holy Week , 


Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we who in so 
many occasions of adversity, by reason of our frailty, are 
found wanting, may yet, through the passion and intercession of 
thine only-begotten Son, be continually refreshed; who liveth 
and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, world 
without end. Amen. 


Tuesday in Holy Week 


Almighty, everlasting God, grant us so perfectly to follow 
the passion of our Lord, that we may obtain the help and 
pardon of his all-sufficient grace; through him who liveth and 
reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, world with- 
out end. Amen. 


Wednesday in Holy Week 


Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God of our 
salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the meditation of 
those mighty acts through which thou hast given unto us life 
and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Thursday in Holy Week, or Maundy Thursday 

O God, who by the example of thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ hast taught us the greatness of true humility, and dost 
call us to watch with him in his passion; give us grace to serve 
one another in all lowliness, and to enter into the fellowship 
of his sufferings; in his name and for his sake. Amen. 


Good Friday 


Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy 
family, for which our Lord Jesus Christ was content to be 
betrayed and given into the hands of wicked men, and to suffer 
death upon the cross ; who now liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen. 


Holy Saturday, or Easter Even 


Grant us, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death of 
thy blessed Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, so by continual 
mortifying of our corrupt affections we may be buried with him, 
and that through the grave and gate of death we may pass to 
our joyful resurrection; for his merits who died, and was 
buried, and rose again for us, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

EASTERTIDE 


Season of Resurrection—Always 7 Sundays 


Easter Day 
SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Christ is risen! Hallelujah! 


Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits gf them that slept. 


Break forth into joy, sing together, ye waste places of 
Jerusalem: for the Lorp hath comforted his people. 
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CALLS TO WORSHIP 
Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excellent 
things! 
Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; for 
the Lord hath comforted his people. 
Thanks be to God, who giveth us the victory. 
Hallelujah: for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth. The kingdoms of this world are be- 
come the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. 
King of kings, and Lord of lords. Hallelujah! 
Amen. 


Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

He 1s: fisen. 

He is risen indeed. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 


‘Christ, who according to his abundant mercy hath 


begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 


We have an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away. Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


O God, who for our redemption didst give thine only-begot- 
ten Son to the death of the cross, and by his glorious resur- 
rection hast delivered us from the power of our enemy; grant 
us so to die daily to sin that we may evermore live with him 
in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


O God, our Father in heaven, we consecrate ourselves anew 
to thee this Easter Day. Grant us loyalty to thy Church, and 
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gladness in thy service. Fill us with the spirit of reverence and 
humility that we are permitted to sing thy praises. Keep us in 
the blessed remembrance that we are thy children and in thy 
presence, and make us faithful in our duty, and worthier of thy 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son hast 
overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; 
grant us, we beseech thee, that we who celebrate our Lord’s 
resurrection may by the renewing of thy Spirit arise from the 
death of sin to the life of righteousness ; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, who didst turn the despair of 
the disciples into triumph by the resurrection of Christ; give 
us faith to believe that every good which hath seemed to be 
overcome by evil, and every love which hath seemed to be buried 
in darkness and in death, shall rise again to life immortal; 
through the same Jesus Christ, who liveth with thee for ever- 
more. Amen. 


Six Sundays After Easter Day 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth 
into singing, O mountains: for the Lorp hath comforted his 


people. 
, 
The ransomed of the Lorp shall return with songs and ever- 


lasting joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 


Lay hold upon the hope set before us: which hope we have as 
an’anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which en- 
tereth into that within the veil; whither the forerunner is for 


us entered, even Jesus. 
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There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. As we 
have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image 
of the heavenly. 


Praise ye the Lorp. Praise ye the Lorp from the heavens: 
praise him in the heights. His glory is above the earth and 
heaven. 


If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 


Trust in the Lorp at all times; ye people, pour out your heart 
before him. 


Set your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth. 


Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 


Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed 
into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our 
profession. 


It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lorp, and to sing 
praises unto thy name, O most high; to show forth thy loving- 
kindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night. 


CALLS TO WORSHIP 


Mimster: There is one God and Father of all, who is above 
all, and through all, and in you all. 


People: For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God. 


Minister: Come, walk in the way of the Lord with songs 
of gladness and joy. 


People: The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon 
him, to all that call upon him in truth. Amen. 


Minister 
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O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together. 

Sing praises to God; sing praises unto the 
Lord. 

According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise 
unto the ends of the earth. 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: 
he will be our guide. Amen. 


Honor and majesty are before the Lord: strength 
and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn 
again to the Lord. Let us lift up our heart 
with our hands unto God in the heavens. 
Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: 
bring an offering, and come into his courts. 
Blessed be the Lord God; for he hath visited 
and redeemed his people, and hath raised up 
an horn of salvation for us. Amen. 


Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us worship and give thanks unto him. 


He is the way, the truth, and the life; both 
now and for evermore. Amen. 


I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go 
into the house of the Lord. 

I will hear what God the Lord will speak: for 
we will speak peace unto his people. 

Peace, peace to him that is far off, and to him 
that is near, saith the Lord. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall 
be called the children of God. Amen. 
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Minister: Seeing that we have a great high priest, that is 
passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, 

People: We come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to 
help in time of need. 

Minister: Give unto the Lord glory and strength. 

People: Blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and 
unto the Lamb for ever and ever. Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


O God, who art the source of all true joy; grant us a vision 
of our risen Lord, that we may know the peace which passeth 
understanding, which the world can neither give nor take 
away, and that pure joy which shall make radiant all our duty 
and our toil; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who hast ordered this wondrous world, who knowest 
all things in earth and heaven; so fill our hearts with trust in 
thee that by night and by day, at all times and in all seasons, 
we may without fear commit all that we have and hope to be 
to thy never-failing love, for this life and the life tc come; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who through the resurrection of Jesus Christ hast 
freed us from the power of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of thy love; grant, we beseech thee, that, as by his 
death he has recalled us into life, so by his abiding presence he 
may bring us to the joys eternal; through him who for our 
sakes died and rose again, and is ever with us in power, the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God our Father, renew our spirits and draw our hearts 
to thyself, that our work may not be to us a burden, but a 
delight ; and give us such love to thee as may sweeten all our 
obedience. Help us that we may serve thee with the cheer- 
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fulness and gladness of children, delighting ourselves in thee 
and rejoicing in all that is to the honor of thy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Lord of life and love, help us to worship thee in the holiness 
of beauty, that some beauty of holiness may appear in us. 
Quiet our souls in thy presence with the stillness of a wise 
trust. Lift us above dark moods and the shadow of sin, that 
we may find thy will for our lives; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Most gracious God, to know and love whose will is righteous- 
ness; enlighten our souls with the brightness of thy presence, 
that we may both know thy will and be enabled to perform it; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who through the grace of thy Holy Spirit dost pour 
the gift of love into the hearts of thy faithful people; grant 
us health, both of mind and body, that we may love thee with 
our whole strength and with glad hearts may perform those 
things which are pleasing unto thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O Lord our God, who art always more ready to bestow thy 
good gifts upon us than we are to seek them, and art willing 
to give more than we desire or deserve; help us so to seek that 
we may truly find, so to ask that we may joyfully receive, so to 
knock that the door of thy mercy may be opened unto us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things 
in heaven and earth; mercifully hear the supplications of thy 
people, and grant us thy peace all the days of our life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Festival of the Christian Home 


O God our Father, we pray thee to regard with thy loving- 
kindness the homes of our country, that marriage may be held 
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in due honor, and that husbands and wives may live faithfully 
together, in honor preferring one another. We pray that the 
members of every family may be rich in mutual understanding 
and forbearance, in courtesy and kindness, bearing one an- 
other’s burdens, and so fulfilling the law of thy blessed Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


Church Loyalty Day 


Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift; teach 
us to render unto thee all that we have and all that we are, 
that we may praise thee not with our lips only, but with our 
whole lives, turning the duties, the sorrows, and the joys of 
all our days into a living sacrifice unto thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Memorial Day 


Almighty .and everlasting God, by whose mercy we come to 
this high hour in the story of the Church; regard us with thy 
favor, and further us with thy continual help, as with devoted 
minds we consecrate our fellowship of faith to thee and thy 
kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Ascension Day 


O God our Father, the Father of our ascended Lord and of 
all created spirits; even as our Lord Jesus Christ ascended into 
the heavens, so may we also in heart and mind ascend into 
the heavenly realm of thy Spirit, and with him continually 
dwell, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 
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WHITSUNTIDE 


Season of Expansion and Growth of the Church— 
From 11 to 16 Sundays 


Whitsunday, or Pentecost 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


It shall come to pass, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your 
old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visions: 
and also upon the servants and upon the handmaids will I 
pour out my spirit. 


God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind. 


The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit which is given unto us. 


Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and 
everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 


CALLS TO WORSHIP 


Minister: This is the day which the Lord hath made. 

People: We will rejoice and be glad in it. 

Minister: This is that which was spoken by the prophet 
Joel; I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh. 

People: And your sons and your daughters shall 
prophesy, and your young men shall see vi- 
sions, and your old men shall dream dreams: 
and whosoever shall call on the name of the 

, Lord shall be saved. 

Minister: This is the day of which Jesus declared: Ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you. 
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People: And ye shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 
Amen. 


Minister: Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

People: There are diversities of gifts, but the same 
Spirit. 

Minister: As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they 
are the sons of God. 


People: The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God. Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


Grant, we beseech thee, merciful God, that thy Church, 
being gathered together in unity by thy Holy Spirit, may 
manifest thy power among all peoples, to the glory of thy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with 
thee and the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 


O gracious Father, we humbly beseech thee for thy holy 
Church universal that thou wouldest be pleased to fill it with 
all truth, in all peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it 
is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it. 
Where it is right, establish it; where it is in want, provide for 
it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of him who 
died and rose again and ever liveth to make intercession for 
us, Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who didst send the Holy Spirit to enkindle the zeal 
of Christ’s followers waiting in Jerusalem for his promised 
gift; we beseech thee to pour the same inspiration.on thy peo- 
ple here assembled, and on the Church of Christ throughout 
the. world. Revive the power of the gospel in our hearts, that 
it may be to us a sacred trust for the blessing of mankind. 
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Enable thy Church to spread the good news of salvation, so 
that all nations may hear it in their own tongue, and welcome 
it into their own life. Protect, encourage, and bless all mission- 
aries of the cross, and prosper their word and work, so that 
Jesus, being lifted up, may draw all men unto him, and the 
kingdoms of the world may become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Christ. Amen. 


Almighty God our Father, send, we beseech thee, thy Holy 
Spirit into our hearts, that we may be directed and controlled 
according to thy will, led into all truth, defended from all 
sin, and enriched in all grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Trinity Sunday 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


Canst thou by searching find out God? canst thou find out 
the Almighty unto perfection? 


No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, 
God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us. God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in 
him. 

Strive for the truth unto death, and the Lord shall fight for 
thee. 

CALLS TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that 

hath made us, and not we ourselves. 

People: We are his people, and the sheep of his pas- 

ture. 

Minister: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 

~ “ his courts with praise. 

People: We give thanks unto him, and bless his name: 

for the Lord is good. Amen. 
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Minister: O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
fear before him, all the earth. 

People: Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts: the 
whole earth is full of his glory. 

Minister: Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, which was, 
and is, and is to come. 

People: O Lord God, great and mighty is thy name, 
and to thee we ascribe all honor and glory, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


Almighty God, whose glory the heavens are telling, whose 
power the earth and sea declare, and whose greatness is re- 
vealed in all feeling and thinking creatures everywhere; to 
thee belong glory, honor, dominion, and power, now and for- 
ever, world without end. Amen. 


O eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, grant that in 
the majesty of all creation we may behold thy power that up- 
holds us, in the face of Jesus Christ thy love that seeks and 
saves us, and in new life within our souls thy Spirit kindling 
in us; that so even to our littleness thine infinite wonder may 
be revealed, O blessed Triune God. Amen. 


O God, grant us thy children strength for the work thou 
hast givén us to do; make us strong of body, strong of mind, 
strong of will, that we may be effective laborers in thy vine- 
yard, valiant against the evil of the world, a power for good 
among our fellow men; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in thee; 
mercifully accept our prayers; and because through the weak- 
ness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without 
thee, grant us the help of thy grace, that in keeping thy com- 
mandments we may please thee, both in will and in deed; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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O Thou who art the light of the minds that know thee, the 
life of the souls that love thee, and the strength of the hearts 
that serve thee; help us so to know thee that we may truly 
love thee, so to love thee that we may fully serve thee, whom 
to serve is perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 


Sundays After Pentecost and Trinity 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


The hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshipers 
shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that 
worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth. 


Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because 
he hath given us of his Spirit. 


The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither 
it goeth: so is everyone that is born of the Spirit. 


‘ The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Spirit which is given unto us. 


Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plen- 
teous, but the laborers are few; pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest, that he will send forth laborers into his harvest. 


And they shall come from the east, and from the west, 
and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit down in 


the kingdom of God. 


at ig of the Lorp’s mercies that we are not consumed, be- 
cause his compassions fail not. They are new every morning; 
great is thy faithfulness. The Lorp is my portion, saith my 
soul; therefore will I hope in him. 
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Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee 
from thy presence? If I take the wings of the morning, and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; even there shall thy 
hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 


Acquaint now thyself with God, and be at peace; thereby 
good shall come unto thee; the Almighty shall be thy defense. 
For then shalt thou have thy delight in the Almighty, and 
shalt lift up thy face. 


It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: 
the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are 
life. The letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. 


Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but 
he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever- 
lasting. 

CALLS TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Come and see the works of God: the works of 

the Lord are great. 

People: His work is honorable and glorious: and his 

righteousness endureth foréver. 

Minister: Let us search and try our ways, and turn again 

to the Lord. 


People: We will lift up our heart unto God in the 
heavens. Amen. 


Minister: I will bless the Lord at all times: his praise shall 
continually be in my mouth. 

People: My soul shall make her boast in the Lord: the 
humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 

Minister: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together. 

People: For with him is the fountain of life: in his 
light shall we see light. Amen. 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


$ 
Minister: 


People: 


M inister ¢ 


People: 
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This is the day which the Lord hath made; let 
us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Surely this is none other but the house of 
God, and this is the gate of heaven. 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his couits with praise. 

The hour cometh, and now is, when the true 
worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit 
and in truth. Amen. 


The Lord hath made known his salvation. 

His righteousness hath he openly showed in 
the sight of the nations. 

Let the people praise thee, O God. 

God shall bless us; and all the ends of the 
earth shall fear him. Amen. 


God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 

If we walk in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another. 

O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his 
name together ; 

For with him is the fountain of life: in his 
light shall we see light. Amen. 


I will praise the Lord with my. whole heart in the 
congregation. _ 

Rejoice in the Lord and give thanks at the 
remembrance of his holiness. 

I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will 
bless thy name for ever and ever. 


Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 
and his greatness is unsearchable. Amen. 
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Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minster: 


People: 


Munster: 


People: 
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The Lord reigneth; let the earth rejoice. 

We will be glad and rejoice in thee: we will 
sing praise to thy name, O thou most High. 
Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, 
and the glory, and the victory. 


Because thy lovingkindness is better than 
life, our lips shall praise thee. Amen. 


It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High: 


To show forth thy lovingkindness in the 
morning, and thy faithfulness every night. 


O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice 
of his praise to be heard. 


Our lips shall greatly rejoice when we sing 
unto thee; and our souls, which thou hast re- 
deemed, Amen. 


The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him, 
to all that call upon him in truth. 


We will call upon the Lord, who is worthy 
to be praised; so shall we be saved. 


O thou that hearest prayer, unto thee shall all 
flesh come. 


He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, 
and from the river unto the ends of the earth. 
Amen, 


The Lord is in his holy temple. 
Let all the earth keep silence before him. 
O come, let us worship and bow down. 


Let us worship him in spirit and in truth. 
Amen. 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 
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Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful works to the children 
of men! 

The Lord is good to all: and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works. 

Blessed be the Lord God, who only doeth won- 
drous things. 

Blessed be his glorious name forever: and let 
the whole earth be filled with his glory. Amen. 


Let such as love thy salvation say continually, 
The Lord be magnified. 

Our heart shall rejoice in him, because we 
have trusted in his holy name. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth: 
rejoice, and sing praise. 

We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee 
to be the Lord. Amen. 


Student Day 


Minister: 


People: 


, 
Minister: 


People: 


One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will 
I seek after; that I may behold the beauty of the 
Lord, and inquire in his temple. 

Send out thy light and thy truth: let them 
lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill. 
Let us worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 
Let us worship him in spirit and in truth. 
Amen. 


Independence Day 


Minister: 


The Lord thy God bringeth thee into a good land. 
Thou shalt bless the Lord thy God for the good 
land which he hath given thee. 
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People: Our soul waiteth for the Lord: he is our help 
and our shield. 


Minister: Blessed is the nation. whose God is the Lord; and 
the people whom he hath chosen for his own in- 
heritance. 


People: Righteousness exalteth a nation: but sin is a 
reproach to any people. Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


Almighty God, author of eternal light; illumine our hearts 
by the light of thy grace, that our lips may praise thee, that 
our lives may bless thee, that our worship may glorify thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy heavenly com- 
mandments by loving thee and our neighbor; grant us the 
spirit of peace and grace, that we may be both devoted to thee 
with our whole heart and united to each other with a pure 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Our heavenly Father, we thy humble children invoke thy 
blessing for this hour of worship. We adore thee, whose name 
is love, whose nature is compassion, whose presence is joy, 
whose word is truth, whose spirit is goodness, whose holiness 
is beauty, whose will is peace, whose service is perfect free- 
dom, and in knowledge of whom standeth our. eternal life. 
Unto thee be all honor and all glory; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and move 
and have our being, who hast created us for thyself, so that 
our hearts are restless until they find rest in thee; grant unto 
us purity of heart and strength of purpose, so that no selfish 
passion may hinder us from knowing thy will, and no weak- 
ness from doing it. In thy light may we see life clearly, and in 
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thy service find perfect freedom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O thou eternal God, speak to each of us the word that we 
need, and let thy word abide with us until it hath wrought in 
us thy holy will. Cleanse, quicken, and refresh our hearts; 
direct and increase our faith; and grant that we, by our worship 
at this time, may be enabled to see thee more clearly, to love 
thee more fully, and to serve thee more perfectly; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, whose mercy is over all thy works; we 
praise thee for the blessings which have been brought to man- 
kind by thy holy Church throughout all the world. We bless 
thee for thy grace, for our fellowship in Christ with thee and 
with one another, for the teaching of the Scriptures and for 
the preaching of thy word. We thank thee for the example of 
thy people in all ages, for thy servants departed this life in thy 
faith and fear, and for the memory and example of all that 
has been true and good in their lives. And we humbly beseech 
thee that we may be numbered with them in thy fellowship of 
love and service here and hereafter; through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 


Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send thy heavenly 
blessings upon this thy Church, that all its members may dwell 
together in unity and brotherly love. Keep far from us all self- 
will and discord. Endue thy ministers with righteousness, and 
enable them faithfully to fulfill their ministry, to bring again 
the outcasts, and to seek the lost. And grant to us so to receive 
their ministrations, and to use thy means of grace, that in all 
our words and deeds we may seek thy glory and the advance- 
ment of thy kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord our God, grant us grace to desire thee with our 
whole heart. that so desiring we may find thee, and so finding 
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thee we may love thee, and so loving thee we may rejoice in 
thee forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, in whom alone we find rest from our weariness and 
comfort for our sorrow, and from whom alone comes all true 
joy; keep our hearts, we beseech thee, ever fixed on thee 
through life and death, waiting patiently for that glorious day 
when we shall rejoice in the fullness of thy love for evermore; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who art the source of all true peace and joy; grant 
us so perfectly to do thy will that we may find both that in- 
ward peace which the world can neither give nor take away, 
and that pure joy which shall make radiant all our duty and 
our toil; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord our God, great, eternal, wonderful in glory, who 
keepest covenant and promise for those that love thee with 
their whole hearts, who art the life of all, the help of those 
who flee unto thee, the hope of those who cry unto thee; 
cleanse us from our sins, and from every thought displeasing 
to thy goodness, that with a pure heart and a clean mind, with 
perfect love and calm hope, we may venture confidently and 
fearlessly to pray unto thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


O God, who art a hiding-place from the wind and shelter 
from the storm; help us to turn from the tumult and clamor 
of the world to the calm of thy great assurance; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, unite thy servants that they 
may seek thee with their whole heart, serve thee with sub- 
missive mind, humbly implore thy mercy, and perpetually re- 
joice in thy blessings; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, who hast built thy Church 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
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himself being the chief cornerstone; we pray thee to inspire 
the Church universal with the spirit of truth, unity, and con- 
cord; and grant that all who confess thy holy name may abide 
in the truth and live in unity and godly love; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Lord, we beseech thee to keep thy household the Church in 
continual godliness, that through thy protection it may be 
free from all adversities, and devoutly given to serve thee 
in good works, to the glory of thy name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, we pray for the universal Church, for all sections 
of thy Church throughout the world, for their truth, unity, and 
stability, that love may abound and truth flourish in them all; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; make us 
aware, in our communion with thee, of our fellowship with all 
faithful and devout souls in thy holy Church throughout all 
ages and in all the world. Especially may we realize our com- 
munion with all thy servants who have finished their course in 
faith and are with thee; grant us to serve thee in unbroken 
féllowship through the same Jesus Christ our Saviour, who is 
the author and finisher of our faith. Amen. 


Student Day 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hast committed to 
thy holy Church the care and nurture of thy children; en- 
lighten with thy wisdom those who teach and those who learn, 
that, rejoicing in the knowledge of thy truth, they may wor- 
ship thee and serve thee all the days of their life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God of truth, we pray thee for the people of our day, that 
there may be found from them teachers who love thee with 
understanding, who, being both reverent and enlightened, shall 
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be able to show their learners an ever clearer vision of eter- 
nal truth. Thou who guidest the wisdom of the scholar, be 
thyself the shepherd of those who feed thy sheep, that their 
thoughts and words may come from thee; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Nature Sunday 


O God, who hast placed us as thy children in a world thou 
hast created for us; give us thankful hearts as we work and 
as we pray. We praise thee for the day of light and life, for 
the night which brings rest and sleep, and for the ordered course 
of nature, seedtime and harvest, which thou hast given us. 
We bless thee that thou hast given us the joy of children, the 
wisdom of old men. We thank thee for all holy and humble 
men of heart, for the love of God and man which shines forth 
in commonplace lives, and above all for the vision of thy- 
self, in loneliness and in fellowship, in sacrament and in prayer ; 
for these and all other benefits we praise and glorify thy name, 
now and for evermore. Amen. 


God of all beauty, who dost make the sun to rise in splendor, 
and in glory set, and the stars to march in quiet radiance 
across the sky; open our eyes until we see thy beauty on the 
face of the earth, that we may more fully know thee and may 
love all beauty because it speaks to us of thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with beauty; 
open, we beseech thee, our eyes to behold thy gracious hand in 
all thy works, that rejoicing in thy whole creation we may 
learn to serve thee with gladness; for the sake of him by whom 
all things were made, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Independence Day 


O Lord, God of our fathers, keep this day ever in the 
thought of thy people, and prepare our heart unto thee, to 
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keep thy commandments, thy testimonies, and thy statutes, 
throughout all generations; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


KINGDOMTIDE 
Season of the Kingdom of God on Earth—13 or 14 Sundays 


SCRIPTURE SENTENCES 


The kingdom of God is righteousness, and peace, and joy. 


O sing unto the Lorp a new song: sing unto the Lor», all 
the earth; for he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth: he 
shall judge the world with righteousness, and the people with 
his truth. 


Let judgment run down as waters, and righteousness as a 
mighty stream. 


Choose you this day whom ye will serve; but as for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lorp. The Lorp our God will we 
serve, and his voice will we obey. 


Thus saith the Lorn, Let not the wise man glory in his wis- 
dom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the 
rich man glory in his riches: but let him that glorieth glory in 
this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lorp 
which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, 
in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lorp. 


Blessed are they who do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled. 


Ail souls are mine, saith the Lord Gop; as the soul of the 
father, so also the soul of the son is mine. 


‘All thy works shall praise thee, O Lorp; and thy saints shall 
bless thee. They shall speak of the glory of thy kingdom, and 
talk of thy power. 
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Seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which 
doth so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the race 
that is set before us. 


They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma- 
ment; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars 
for ever and ever. 


The earth is the Lorn’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 


Oh that men would praise the Lorp for his goodness, and for 
his wonderful works to the children of men! 


Thou crownest the year with thy goodness. The pastures are 
clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with 
corn; they shout for joy, they also sing. 


I will cause the shower to come down in his season; there 
shall be showers of blessing. And the tree of the field shall 
yield her fruit, and the earth shall yield her increase, and they 
shall be safe in their land, and shall know that I am the Lord. 


CALLS TO WORSHIP 


Atimister: Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands. 
Serve the Lord with gladness; come before his 
presence with singing. 

People: Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he 
that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we 
are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

Vinister: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and 
bless his name. ; 

People: For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlast- 
ing; and his truth endureth to all generations. 
Amen, 


Minister: 


People: 


Mimtster: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Mimster: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 199 


Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord. 

Let us lift up our heart unto God. 
Wherewith shail I come before the Lord, and 
bow myself before the high God? 

He hath showed thee, O man, what is good; 
and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with thy God? Amen. 


Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in. 
Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. 

The hour cometh, and now is, when the true wor- 


-shipers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 


truth. 
For the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
Amen. 


Blessed be the name of God for ever and ever: for 
wisdom and might are his. 

He giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowl- 
edge to them that know understanding. 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised. Amen. 


Trust ye in the Lord. 
The Lord God is everlasting strength. 
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 


Blessed be the Lord God, who turneth not 
our prayer away, nor his mercy from us. Amen. 
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Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Mimster: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Mimster: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 
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Trust in the Lord, and do good. 

The Lord will give strength unto his people. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good. 

God is our refuge and strength. Amen. 


Let us go into the house of the Lord; let us take 
counsel together. 

Let our feet stand within his gates, and heart 
and voice give thanks unto the Lord. 

Blessed be the temple hallowed by his name; pray 
for peace within its walls. 

Peace to young and old that enter here, peace 
to every soul abiding herein. Amen. 


O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together. 

Our help is in. the name of the Lord, who 
made heaven and earth. 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again 
to the Lord. 


Let us lift up our hearts and sing praises unto 
our God. Amen. 


Come, and let us return unto the Lord: and we 
shall live in his sight. 


His going forth is prepared as the morning; 
and he shall come unto us as the rain. 
Let us search and try our ways, and turn again 


to the Lord. Let us lift up our heart with our 
hands unto God. 


The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; 
slow to anger, and of great mercy. The Lord 


is good to all: and his tender mercies are over 
all his works. Amen. 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


fey; 
Minister: 


People: 


Minister: 


People: 


THE CHRISTIAN YEAR 201 


It is good that we should both hope and quietly 
wait for the salvation of the Lord. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very pres- 
ent help in trouble. 

Let us lift up our hearts with our voices unto 
God, our strength and redeemer. 


We will lift them up unto God, who is our 
strength and our salvation. Amen. 


O come, let us sing unto the Lord: 

Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiv- 
ing, 

And make a joyful noise unto him with 
psalms. Amen. 


O come, let us worship and bow down; let us 
kneel before the Lord our maker. 

O Lord, open thou our lips; and our mouth 
shall show forth thy praise. 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found, call ye 
upon him while he is near. 

For great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised. Amen. 


I will praise thee, O Lord, with my whole heart; 
I will show forth all thy marvelous works. 

The Lord is King for ever and ever. 

I will be glad and rejoice in thee, I will sing praise 
to thy name, O thou most High. 

We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the 
name of our God we will set up our banners. 
Amen. 
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Thanksgiving Sunday 


Minister: Oh that men would praise the Lord for his good- 
ness, and for his wonderful works to the chil- 
dren of men! 

People: Blessed be his glorious name forever: and 
let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 


Minister: Lord, thou hast been favorable unto thy land: 
the earth is full of thy riches. 


People: Sing unto the Lord; for he hath done excel- 
lent things: this is known in all the earth. 
Amen. 


PRAYERS AND COLLECTS 


O Thou who art the light of the world, the desire of all 
nations, and the shepherd of our souls; let thy light shine in 
the darkness, that all the ends of the earth may see the 
salvation of our God; by the lifting up of thy cross gather 
the peoples to thine obedience, so that there may be one flock, 
one shepherd, one holy kingdom of righteousness and peace, 
one God and Father of us all, above all, and through all, and 
in all. Amen. 


Almighty God, stir the hearts of thy people, that by their 
prayers, their gifts, and their labors they may have part in 
the spreading of thy gospel over all the earth; and hasten the 
time when all the ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto thee, and all kindreds of the nations shall worship thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who hast joined together divers nations in the con- 
fession of thy name; grant us both to will and to do what thou 
commandest, that thy people, being called to an eternal in- 
heritance, may hold the same faith in their hearts, and show 
the same godliness in their lives; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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O Holy Spirit of God, abide with us; inspire all our 
thoughts; pervade our imaginations; suggest all our decisions; 
order all our doings. Be with us in our silence and in our 
speech, in our haste and in our leisure, in company and in soli- 
tude, in the freshness of the morning and in the weariness of 
the evening; and give us grace at all times humbly to rejoice 
in thy mysterious companionship; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, open thou our lips and purify our hearts, that we 
may worthily magnify thy holy name; and help us to be rev- 
erent in thought, word, and act, and to worship thee now and 
always in the filial faith and spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Our heavenly Father, we adore thee, whose name is love, 
whose nature is compassion, whose presence is joy, whose word 
is truth, whose spirit is goodness, whose holiness is beauty, 
whose will is peace, whose service is perfect freedom, and in 
knowledge of whom standeth our eternal life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord our God, make thy people one. Whatever be our 
differences, may we ever realize that we are all one in Christ 
Jesus; and may the blessed bond of union between believers 
be increasingly strengthened; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who hast created man in thine own image; 
grant us grace fearlessly to contend against evil, and to make 
no peace with oppression; and, that we may reverently use our 
freedom, help us to employ it in the maintenance of justice 
among men and nations, to the glory of thy holy name; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


‘Almighty God, who hast given unto thy Son Jesus Christ a 
kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve 
him; make us loyal followers of our living Lord, that we may 
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always hear his word, obey his commands, and live in his 
Spirit; and hasten the day when every knee shall bow and 
every tongue confess that he is the Lord; to thine eternal glory. 
Amen. 


O heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our 
being; we humbly pray thee so to guide and govern us by thy 
Holy Spirit that in all the cares and occupations of our daily 
life we may remember that we are ever walking in thy sight; 
for thine own name’s sake. Amen. 


Great art thou, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is 
thy power, and thy wisdom is infinite. Thee would we praise 
without ceasing, for thou callest us to delight in thy praise. 
Thou hast made us for thyself, and restless is our heart until 
it finds rest in thee. Amen. 


O God, who by thy Spirit in our hearts dost lead men to 
desire thy perfection, to seek for truth, and to rejoice in 
beauty; enlighten and inspire, we beseech thee, all thinkers, 
writers, artists, craftsmen, that in whatsoever is true and pure 
and lovely thy name may be hallowed and thy kingdom come 
on earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who art the author of truth, of beauty, and of 
goodness ; inspire, we pray thee, all who enrich the lives of the 
people, all artists and poets, dramatists and musicians, that 
our common life may be made radiant with the beauty of him 
in whom thy fullness dwelt, even Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, our Father, grant, we beseech thee, a great 
outpouring of thy Holy Spirit upon thy people, so as to cause a 
deep and widespread revival of a living faith in Christ, work- 
ing by love, and bringing forth the fruits of the Spirit, love of 
humanity, joy in sacrifice, and fraternity in righteousness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty God, who of thy great mercy hast gathered us into 
thy Church; grant that we may. so honor thee, both in spirit 
and in outward form, that thy name may be glorified, and we 
may be true members of thy living fellowship; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O thou Holy One who inhabitest eternity, visit us with the 
inward vision of thy glory, that we may bow our hearts before 
thee, and obtain that grace which thou hast promised to the 
lowly; through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 


O Lord, who, though thou wast rich, yet for our sake didst 
become poor, and hast promised in thy gospel that whatsoever 
is done unto the least of thy brethren thou wilt receive as done 
unto thee; give us grace, we humbly beseech thee, to be ever 
willing and ready to minister, as thou dost enable us, to the 
necessities of our fellow men; in thine own name we pray. 


Amen. 


Almighty God, who in a world of change hast placed eter- 
nity in our hearts and hast given us power to discern good 
from evil; grant us sincerity that we may persistently seek the 
things that endure, refusing those which perish, and that, amid 
things vanishing and deceptive, we may see the truth steadily, 
follow the light faithfully, and grow ever richer in that love 
which is the life of men; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Labor Sunday 


O God our Father, renew our spirits and draw our hearts 
unto thyself, that our work may not be to us a burden but a 
delight; and give us such a mighty love for thee as may 
gladden all our obedience. Let us serve thee, not with the 
spirit of bondage as slaves, but with the cheerfulness and glad- 
ness“of children, delighting ourselves in thee and rejoicing in 
thy work; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who declarest thy glory 
and showest forth thy handiwork in the heavens and-in the 
earth; deliver us, we beseech thee, in our several callings from 
the service of mammon, that we may do the work which thou 
givest us to do in truth, in beauty, and in righteousness, with 
singleness of heart as thy servants, and to the benefit of our 
fellow men; for the sake of him who came among us as one 
that serveth, thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, the King of righteousness, lead us, we pray thee, in 
ways of justice and peace; inspire us to break down all tyranny 
and oppression, to gain for every man his due reward, and 
from every man his due service; that each may live for all and 
all inay care for each; in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Opening of School 


Almighty God, we beseech thee that knowledge may be in- 
creased among us, and all good learning flourish and abound. 
Bless all who teach and all who learn; and grant that in hu- 
mility of heart they may ever look unto thee, who art the 
fountain of all wisdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Church-School Rally Day 


O thou Teacher of all who come to thee for light and guid- 
ance, give us the faithfulness of learners and the courage of 
believers in thee; give us boldness to examine, and faith to 
trust, all truth; give us patience and insight to master difficulty, 
and stability to hold fast to that which is good; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


International Temperance Sunday 


Accept us, O God, we beseech thee, and draw us to thyself, 
that we who are already all thine own as thy creatures may 
henceforth be thine by self-control, obedience, and faith; even 


thine, O Lord, who livest and reignest for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, may we ever be aware 
that thou hast created us in thine own image, that these bodies 
are the temple of thy Spirit and the instruments of thy service. 
May we never permit the desecration of those talents divinely 
given us or profane thy dwelling place within through indul- 
gence or lust. Stay the powers of evil that feed on the weak- 
nesses of humanity and degrade society. May thy Church be 
aroused by a militant zeal against all evil and endued with 
power to establish thy kingdom of righteousness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Eternal God, who hast taught us that our bodies are temples 
of thy Spirit; keep us, we most humbly beseech thee, temperate 
and holy in thought, word, and deed, that we, with all the pure 
in heart, may see thee and be made like unto thee; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


All Saints Day 


Almighty God, who holdest in thy hand the souls of the 
righteous; we give thee thanks and praise for all the genera- 
tions of the faithful who have served thee here in godliness 
and love, and who dwell forever in thy presence. We bless thee 
for all who have enriched the world with truth and beauty, 
who have labored in the service of their fellows, who have 
done great things for thee and for thy Church, and have handed 
on to us our gracious heritage. We bless thee for all near and 
dear to us, for our fathers and mothers, our brothers and sis- 
ters, fog those who have helped and defended and loved and 
cherished us. Grant that all the good we have seen and known 
in them may continue to inspire and guide us, that we may 
always love them and hallow their memory, and that when we 
have fulfilled our time on earth we may have part with them 
in thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. © 


O King eternal, immortal, invisible, who in the righteous- 
ness of thy saints hast given us an example of godly life, and 
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in their blessedness a glorious pledge of the hope of our 
calling; we beseech thee that, being compassed about with so 
great a cloud of witnesses, we may run with patience the 
race that is set before us, and with them receive the crown of 
glory that fadeth not away; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


National or Civic Celebration 


Almighty Lord, deepen the root of our national life in ever- 
lasting righteousness; and let not the crown of our life be 
as a fading flower. Make us equal to our high trusts, reverent 
in our use of freedom, just in the exercise of power, generous 
in the protection of weakness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


World Peace Sunday 


Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace 
proceed; kindle, we pray thee, in the hearts of all men the 
true love of peace, and guide with thy pure and peaceable 
wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, 
that in tranquillity thy Kingdom may go forward, till the earth 
be filled with the knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who through thy prophets of old hast foretold a 
day when the armaments of war shall be beaten into the im- 
plements of peace; hasten, we beseech thee, the fulfillment of 
thy most sure promise. Still the tumult of the nations, and set 
at naught the peoples that delight in war, that we may be 
speedily delivered from our present confusion into the order 
and righteousness of thy kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 


Lord, Amen. 
Thanksgiving Day, or Harvest-Home Festival 


Almighty God and heavenly Father, we glorify thee that we 
are once more permitted to enjoy the fulfillment of thy gra- 
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cious promise, that, while the earth remaineth, seedtime and 
harvest shall not fail. Blessed be thou, who hast given us the 
fruits of the earth in their season. Teach us to remember that 
it is not by bread alone that man doth live; but grant that we 
may feed on him who is the true bread which cometh down 
from heaven, even Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour; to 
whom, with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Spirit, be honor 
and glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 


O God, Father of mercies and author of all good, whose 
providence for thy children never faileth, and whose continual 
blessings are unnumbered; grant that with devotion and grati- 
tude we may live in the fellowship of work and the brotherhood 
of thy family, enjoying thy bounty with rejoicing hearts; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


A CALENDAR AND LECTIONARY FOR THE 
CHRISTIAN YEAR 


Tue number of Sundays in Christmastide, Epiphany, Whitsuntide, and 
Kingdomtide varies. In the following table the maximum number ot 
Sundays in each season is listed, and the Sundays which sometimes do 
not occur are indicated by an asterisk ( * ). 


ADVENT 
First Sunday in Advent (Sunday near- 
est November 30) Isa. 35 John 4:34-38 
Second Sunday in Advent Isa. 40:25-31 Luke 20:9-18 
Third Sunday in Advent Gal. 6:1-10 John 3:11-21 
Fourth Synday in Advent Isa. 52:7-10 Luke 4:16-22 
CHRISTMASTIDE 

Christmas Day (December 25) ~~ Heb. 1:1-12 John 1:1-14 
Sunday after Christmas Gal. -4:1-7 Matt. 1:18-25 
The New Year (January 1) or 
*Second Sunday after Christmas Rey. 21:1-7 Luke 2:15-21 

¢ é 

EPIPHANY 
Epiphany (January 6) II. Cor. 3:18- Matt. 2:1-12 


4:6 
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First Sunday after Epiphany 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 


*Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 


*Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
*Seventh Sunday after Epiphany 
*Kighth Sunday after Epiphany 
*Ninth Sunday after Epiphany 


LENT 


Ash Wednesday, or Day of Fasting 
and Prayer (forty-sixth day before 
Easter ) 

First Sunday in Lent 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Fifth Sunday in Lent, or Passion Sun- 


John 1:1-9 
Rom. 10:8-15 
John 3:1-11 
I Cor. 14:8-12, 
23-25) 
II Cor. 
6:10 
Acts 9:10-16 
Rom. 8:12-25 
Heb. 2:5-10 
LACorels 


5 :20- 


Mic. 6:6-8 
Isa. 58 :6-12 
Rev. 19:5-10 
Rom. 12:1-5 
Acts 10:23-33 


day Heb. 9:11-15 
Sixth Sunday in Lent, or Palm Sunday Phil. 2:5-11 
Holy Week: 

Monday Rom. 5:1-8 

Tuesday Eph. 2 :13-22 

Wednesday John 4:7-11 

Maundy Thursday I Cor, 11:23-29 

Good Friday Heb. 10:4-25 

Easter Even Heb. 13:20-21 

EASTERTIDE 

Easter Day (see table on page 212) Colf3si-il 
First Sunday after Easter Rom. 6:2-11 
Second Sunday after Easter T Pet. 2:21-25 
Third Sunday after Easter - Eph. 3:14-21 
Fourth Sunday after Easter Rev. 22:1-5 
Fifth Sunday after Easter I Cor. 12:12- 

15826027; 
Ascension Day (Thursday, fortieth 

day of Eastertide) Rev. 5 
Sixth Sunday after Easter Eph. 4:1-13 
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Matt. 5:1-12 

Matt. .28 :16-20 

Matt. 6:19-24 

Matt. 6:1-8, 
14-18 

Luke 12 :49-53 


John 15 :13-20 
John 5:17-21 
Luke 10:21-24 
John 14:1-10 


Mark 12 :28-34 
Matt. 4:1-11 

Mark 11:15-18 
Luke 14:16-24 
Luke 10 :38-42 


Mark 10:32-45 
Mark 11:1-11 


Mark 14:1-16 

Mark 14:17-42 

Mark 14:43-65 

Mark 14:66—- 
ibyeilis 

Mark 15:16-41 

Mark 15 :42-47 


John 20:1-10 

Luke 24 :13-35 

John 10:1-16 

John 6 :27-40 

John 15:1-12 

John 17:11, 14- 
26 


Luke 24:44-53 
John 14:12-21 
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WHITSUNTIDE 
Whitsunday, or Pentecost (seventh 
Sunday after Easter Day) Gal. 5:13-26 
Trinity Sunday (first Sunday after 
Pentecost) Rev. 4 
Second Sunday after Pentecost Col. 1:9-20 
Third Sunday after Pentecost Eph, 3:1-13 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost Heb. 11:13-16 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost Rev. 21:21-27 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost Zech. 8:3-5 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost Phil. 4:8-9 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Jase o eal 722 
25 


Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
*Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 


*Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 


T Cor, 12:14-27 


Joel 2:21-29 


I Thess. 5 :16-24 


Eph. 5:1-14 


II Thess. 3 :6-12 


*Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Acts 4:32-35 
*Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost Eph. 5:25-6:4 
*Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost Rom. 14:7-14 
KINGDOM TIDE 

First Sunday in Kingdomtide, or Fes- 

tival of Christ the King (last Sun- 

day in August) I Pet. 5:5-11 
Second Sunday in Kingdomtide TE, Cor. 514-21 
Third Sunday in Kingdomtide Phil. 3:7-16 
Fourth Sunday in Kingdomtide Rom. 8 :26-28 
Fifth Sunday in Kingdomtide Acts 8 :26-39 
Sixth Sunday in Kingdomtide Phil. 4:4-7 
Seventh Sunday in Kingdomtide I Pet. 1:3-9 
Eighth Sunday in Kingdomtide II Cor. 3:2-11 
Ninth Sunday in Kingdomtide Heb. 4:14-16 


Tenth Sunday in Kingdomtide 


Rom. 8:24, 25, 


31-39 


8 


John 16:5-16 


John 4:19-26 

Matt. 13:31-33, 
44-49 

Matt. 9:35— 
10:1 

Mark 12:13-17 

Matt. 5 :43-48 

Matt. 7 :21-27 

Luke 2:40-51 

Matt. 6 :26-30 


Luke 12:15, 22, 
23, 29-34. 

Mark 6:30-43 

Mark 1:29-39 

Matt. 5:13-16, 
20 

Matt. 25 :14-30 

Luke 12:13, 14, 
16-21 

John 13:3-7, 
12-17 

Luke 16:19-31 


Luke 15:3-10 
Luke 15:11-32 
Mark 4:26-29 
Luke 11:1-13 
John 6 :47-58 

John 14:23-31 
Luke 17:11-19 
John 5:39-47 

Luke 22 :24-34, 

39-46 
Matt, 4:12-17 


\ 


212 AIDS IN THE ORDERING OF WORSHIP 


All Saints Day (November 1) Rev. 7 :9-17 Matt. 11:25-30 
Eleventh Sunday in Kingdomtide Phil. 1:3-11 Matt. 18:21-35 
Twelfth Sunday in Kingdomtide Phil. 3:17-21 Matt. 22 :15-22 
Thirteenth Sunday in Kingdomtide Eph. 5:15-21 Luke 10 :23-37 
*Fourteenth Sunday in Kingdomtide~ Jer, 23:5-8 Matt. 9 :9-13 


Thanksgiving Day (set by civil proc- 
lamation, a Thursday in November) II Cor. 9:6-11 Matt. 7:7-12 


OTHER OBSERVANCES 


Bible Sunday—second Sunday in Advent 

Watch Night, or New Year’s Eve—December 31 

Missionary Day—second Sunday after Epiphany 

Race Relations Day—second Sunday in February 

Day of Prayer for Students—third Sunday in February 

Brotherhood Day—Sunday nearest February 22 (Washington’s Birthday) 

Stewardship Sunday—fourth Sunday in Lent 

Festival of the Christian Home (Mother’s Day)—second Sunday in May 

Church Loyalty Day—set by local church, usually just before or after 
Annual Conference 

Memorial Day—set by state law, in most states May 30 

Student Day—set by Board of Education, usually second Sunday in June 

Nature Sunday—last Sunday in June 

Independence Day—July 4 

Labor Sunday—Sunday preceding Labor Day (first Monday in Sep- 
tember ) 

Church-School Rally Day—set by Board of Education, usually mid- 
September or early October 

International Temperance Sunday—last Sunday in October 

World Peace Sunday—Sunday nearest November 11 


DATES OF EASTER DAY 


1945...April +1 1958...April 6 1971...April 11  1984...April 22 
1946...April 21  1959.:March 29 1972...April 2 1985...April 7 
1947...April 6 1960...April 17  1973...April 22 *.1986..March 30 
1948..March 28 1961...April 2 1974... April 14 1987...April 19 
1949...April 17 1962...April 22 1975..March 30 1988...April 3 
1950...April 9 1963...April 14 1976...April 18 1989..March 26 
1951..March 25 1964..March 29 1977...April 10 1990...April 15 
1952...April 13 1965...April 18 1978..March 26 1991..March 31 
1953...April 5 1966...April 10 1979...April 15 1992... April 19 
1954...April 18 1967..March 26 1980...April 6  1993...April 11 
1955...April 10 1968...April 14 1981...April 19 1994...April 3 
1956...April 1  1969...April 6 1982...April 11 1995...April 16 
1957...April 21 1970..March 29 1983...April 3 1996...April 7 


Special Acts of Worship 


RESPONSES to be said by the people are printed in bold-faced type. Sen- 
tences to be said or sung by the minister and the people together are 
printed in italic bold-faced type. 


A THANKSGIVING I 


Let us pray. 

Almighty God, we lift up our hearts in gratitude to thee, and 
for all thy lovingkindness we bless thy holy name. 

For life and health, for love and friendship, and for the 
goodness and mercy that have followed us all the days of our 
life, 

We praise thee, O God. 

For the wonder and beauty of the world, and for all things 
true and honest, just and pure, lovely and of good report, 

We praise thee, O God. 

For the gift of Jesus Christ, thine only-begotten Son, for 
the grace and truth which came by him, and for his obedience 
unto death, even the death of the cross, 

We praise thee, O God. 

For his glorious resurrection and ascension to thy right hand, 
and for his kingdom and glory and everlasting dominion, 

We praise thee, O God. 

For tHe Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the Lord and Giver of 
life, for thy holy Church throughout the world, for thy word 
and sacraments and all the means of grace, and for the fellow- 
ship of the redeemed in heaven and on earth, 

We praise thee, O God. 

Glory,thanksgiving, and praise be unto thee, O Father Al- 
mighty, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
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A THANKSGIVING II 


Let us pray. 


O God our Father, merciful and gracious, hear the thanks- 
givings with which we come before thy throne, in the name of 
Jesus Christ thy Son. 

For the wonder of thy beauty, manifest in the world, for 
thy wisdom inspiring the works of men, and for thy fatherly 
love shown forth to us in Christ Jesus, 

Praise be to thee, O God. 


For the happiness of our earthly life, for home and friends, 
and for the joy of loving and being loved, 


Praise be to thee, O God. 


For the power to love thee, for the right to pray to thee, and 
for thine answers to our prayers, 

Praise be to thee, O God. 

For thy love in stooping to our race throughout the ages, 
revealing the fullness of thy grace and truth, and for all 
prophets, saints, benefactors, and lovers of God and men, who 
- have seen the vision of thy glory, 

Praise be to thee, O God. 


But above all for Jesus Christ thy Son, the Word Incarnate, 
who came to end the reign of sin and death, and to bring in the 
reign of righteousness and life, 


Praise be to thee, O God. Amen. 


AN INTERCESSION I 


We pray, O blessed God, for thy holy and universal Church, 
that thou wouldest deepen her life, and increase and perfect her 
witness to thee in the world. 

We pray for all nations, that to each may be given the 
blessings of Christian light and truth, a right mind, and just 
counsels. Grant peace on earth and good will among men, that 
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all may employ thy good gifts of order and liberty to the welfare 
of mankind and to thy glory. Guide and strengthen the Presi- 
dent and all others in authority, and continue thy favor to our 
beloved land. 

Let thy blessing rest, O Lord, upon our common life, that 
our spirit be disciplined and earnest. Grant that our homes be 
holy, our work honorable, and our pleasures and enjoyments 
pure. Guard and save us from every selfish use of the liberty 
in which we stand. Bless our just and lawful undertakings, and 
grant that in time of prosperity we may not forget thee, nor in 
time of adversity think ourselves forgotten of thee. 

Into thy hands, O Father, we commit the sick, the sorrowful, 
the lonely, the tempted, that they may know thy healing and 
sanctifying power, and obtain the victory of faith; through 
Jesus Christ thy Son. Amen. 


AN INTERCESSION II 


Father of all, who hast declared thy love to all men; hear us 
as we bring their needs to thee in prayer. 

We pray for thy Church throughout the world. Enlighten her 
ministers with the knowledge and understanding of thy word. 
Send down the healthful dew of thy grace upon all her con- 
gregations. Deliver her from false doctrine. Manifest more and 
more her unity, and clothe her with the beauty of holiness and 
peace. [Especially we ask thy blessing upon . . . every good 
work carried on in this congregation.] Reveal and establish 
thy glory among the nations. Send the light of thy gospel to the 
dark places of the earth; call back to thy fold those who have 
wandered from thee. And bring in speedily the full victory of 
thine everlasting Kingdom. ~ 

Pour forth thy Spirit upon all flesh, that discord and strife 
may be brought to a perpetual end. Deliver men everywhere 
frem all contempt for others not of their race or color, con- 
dition or creed. Quicken by thy gospel the sense of brotherhood 
among all peoples, and bring them to true unity of spirit, 
in the bond of peace. 
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Bless our country; give grace and guidance to our President 
and all in authority over us, that they may stand firm for truth 
and right, none making them afraid. Bless all sorts and con- 
ditions of the people, and hasten among us the upbuilding of the 
city of God, wherein righteousness, love, and peace shall reign. 

Father of mercies, the rest of weary souls and the joy of them 
that sorrow; pity the helpless, succor the friendless and the 
oppressed, deliver the tempted, sustain the sick, and uphold the 
dying. Take our loved ones, here and everywhere, into thy 
care and keeping, and evermore shield and guide them; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


AN INTERCESSION III 


Remember, O Lord, thy Church upon earth; deepen her in- 
fluence and extend her power for good, till the kingdoms of this 
world become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ. 

We pray for our beloved land: for our leaders and gover- 
nors, and for all who have part in public service. Make them 
pure in motive, wise in counsel, and strong in action, doing 
right in the fear of thy holy name. 

Father in heaven, look down in mercy upon our distraught 
and fevered world; forgive the mistaken ambitions, the selfish 
passions, and the presumptuous claims of men; remove all 
suspicion and bitterness from among the nations, and bring 
them to peace and concord by the redeeming love of Christ. 

Have mercy, O Lord, upon those who are passing through 
sore trial: the poor, the sick, the anxious, the oppressed, those 
who are in danger from the fury of the elements or from the 
violence of men. Inspire in us and in our fellow men the will 
to help our suffering brethren. Heal, protect, and strengthen 
them according to their need. Comfort those in sorrow with the 
comfort which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We pray for our own dear ones, wheresoever they are, that, 
surrounded by thy love, they may be kept in health and joy, 
and abide in safety and peace; through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 
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AN INTERCESSION AT EVENTIDE 


Almighty and everlasting God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ 
hast revealed thy glory among all nations; preserve the works 
of thy mercy, that thy Church throughout the world may 
persevere with steadfast faith in the confession of thy name. 

‘Have mercy, we beseech thee, on all our brethren this night: 
on our President and all those in authority or command, that 
they may be strengthened with counsel; on those toiling in 
lonely places or at bitter tasks, that they may have courage to 
endure; on the sinful, that they may repent; on the sick, that 
they may obtain rest in sleep; on the mourners, that they may be 
comforted ; on the dying, that they may find repose. 

Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our spirits. 

Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend all who are near and 
dear to us. 

Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend this church and con- 
gregation, with all thy people. 

Thou hast promised, saying: I will never leave thee; I will 
help thee; I will redeem thee; I will keep thee always, even 
unto the end of the world. 

The eternal God is our refuge, and underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms. Amen. 


A SUPPLICATION 


Let us pray. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to hear our humble supplication, and 
to keep us in thy way. 

From indolence and wertese of purpose, from indifference, 
carelessness, and insincerity, 

O Lord, deliver us. 

From despondency and lack of faith, from cowardice and 
self-conceit, 

O Lord, deliver us. 
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From dishonesty, extravagance, and debt, and all injustice 
to others, 
O Lord, deliver us. 


From all temptation to put pleasure above duty, and from 
all frailty of the flesh, 


O Lord, deliver us. 


In all times of ignorance or perplexity, in all times of 
mistake or misunderstanding, 


Help us, O Lord. 


That we may love thee in our fellow men, and find thee in 
our work and prayers, 


We beseech thee to hear us, O Lord. 


O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy; increase and multiply upon 
us thy mercy, that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so 
pass through things temporal that we finally lose not the things 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, be honor, glory, dominion, 
and praise for ever and ever. Amen. 


AN ACT OF SELF-EXAMINATION 


Jesus said: Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness ; and all these things shall be added unto you. 


It is the will of God: 

To gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth. 

That we should show forth the praises of him who 
hath called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

That we should believe in him, and love him with all 
our heart, and with all our soul, and with all our mind, 
and with all our strength. 

That we should worship him and put our whole trust in 
him all the days of our life. 


SPECIAL ACTS OF WORSHIP 219 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
do thy will, 


Jesus said: Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have 
lost its savor, wherewith shall it be salted? Ye are, the light 
of the world. 


It is the will of God: 

That our light should so shine before men, that they 
may see our good works, and glorify our Father who is 
in heaven. 

That speaking the truth in love, we should grow up 
into him in all things, which is the head of the body, even 
Christ. 

That we should train our minds and be true in our 
thinking and just in all our judging. 

That we should be honest, truthful, and upright in 
thought, word, and deed. 

That we should be diligent and faithful in our several 
callings, doing our daily work in all simplicity and in- 
tegrity, and laboring only for the things which are just 
and good. 


Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
do thy will. 


Jesus said: Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father who is in heaven. Whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and my sister. 


It is the will of God: 

That we should rule our spirits, bear with each other’s 
infirmities, and as much as lieth in us, live peaceably with 
all men., 

That we should live chiefly to minister to others’ needs 
and not to seek only our own pleasure and gain. 

That we should do what we can to take away the sin 
and sorrow of the world, and to overcome evil with good. 
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That we should not be anxious for the morrow; nor for 
our life, what we shall eat, or what we shall drink; nor 
yet for our body, what we shall put on. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
do thy will. 

Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think 
and do always such things as are right, that we, who 
cannot do anything that is good without thee, may by 
thee be enabled to live according to thy will; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


A RECOLLECTION OF JESUS 


Let us remember Jesus: 

Who, though he was rich, yet for our sakes became poor and 
dwelt among us. 

Who was content to be subject to his parents, the child of 
a poor man’s home. 

Who lived for nearly thirty years the common life, earning 
his living with his own hands and declining no humble tasks. 

Whom the common people heard gladly, for he understood 
their ways. 

May this mind be in us which was in Jesus Christ. 

Let us remember Jesus: 

Who was mighty in deed, healing the sick and the disordered, 
using for others the powers he would not invoke for himself. 

Who refused to force men’s allegiance. 

Who was Master and Lord to his disciples, yet was among 
them as their companion and as one who served. 

Whose meat was to do the will of the Father who sent him. 

May this mind be in us which was in Jesus Christ. 

Let us remember Jesus: 

Who loved men, yet retired from them to pray, rose a great 
while before day, watched through a night, stayed in the 
wilderness, went up into a mountain, sought a garden. 


> 
SPECIAL ACTS OF WORSHIP Zou 


Who, when he would help a tempted disciple, prayed for 
him. 

Who prayed for the forgiveness of those who rejected him, 
and for the perfecting of those who received him. 

Who observed good customs, but defied conventions which 
did not serve the purposes of God. 

Who hated sin because he knew the cost of pride and self- 
ishness, of cruelty and impurity, to man, and still more to his 
Father in heaven. 

May this mind be in us which was in Jesus Christ. 

Let us remember Jesus: 

Who believed in men to the last and never despaired of 
them. 

Who through all disappointment never lost heart. 

Who disregarded his own comfort and convenience, and 
thought first of others’ needs, and though he suffered long, 
was always kind. 

Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again, and when he 
suffered, threatened not. 

Who humbled himself and carried obedience to the point 
of death, even death on the cross, wherefore God hath highly 
exalted him. 

May this mind be in us which was in Jesus Christ. 

O Christ, our only Saviour, so come to dwell in us that 
we may go forth with the light of thy hope in our eyes, 
and with thy faith and love in our hearts. Amen, 


, 


AN INTERCESSION FOR CHURCH, STATE, 
AND WORLD 


Let us pray for a new spirit in the Church: 
By this shall all men know that we are his disciples, if we 
have love one to another. 


God our Shepherd, give to the Church a new vision and 
a new love, new wisdom and fresh understanding, the 
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revival of her brightness and the renewal of her unity, 
that the eternal message of thy Son, undefiled by the 
traditions of men, may be hailed as the good news of 
the new age; through him who maketh all things new, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Let us pray for a new spirit in the state: 
Thou shalt wipe away all tears from their eyes: for the 
former things are passed away. 


God our Ruler, give to every state the dawning spirit 
of human brotherhood, a new respect for man and for 
woman, new loyalty in service and charity, new happiness 
in work and justice in reward, that our homes may be 
restored in thee, our cities rebuilt, and all the world may 
reflect the radiance of that new Jerusalem whose river is 
the water of life, and whose light is the Lamb that was 
slain and now liveth for evermore. 


Let us pray for a new spirit in the world: 
Unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the 
whole family in heaven and earth is named. 


God our Father, give to the nations of the world a new 
heart of comradeship, the old man of ignorance and 
cruelty being done away, and the new man put on, re- 
newed in knowledge, to strengthen and to serve the 
brethren; that every people may bring its tribute of ex- 
cellence to the common treasury, without fear, and with- 
out the lust of domination, and all the world may go 
forward in the new and living way which he hath con- 
secrated for us, who now liveth and reigneth, with thee 
and the Spirit of truth, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS WITH 
RESPONSES 


God spake all these words, saying, 

I am the Lorp thy God. Thou shalt ae no other gods 
before me. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them, 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy God in vain. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the 
sabbath of the Lorp thy God. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Honor thy father and thy mother. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Lérd, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Thou shalt not steal. 
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Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 


Thou shalt not bear false witness. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

Thou shalt not covet. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws 
in our hearts, we beseech thee. Amen. 


OUR LORD’S SUMMARY OF THE LAW 
WITH RESPONSES 


Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first of all the command- 
ments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: and 
thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: 
this is the first commandment. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law. 

A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one 
another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws 
in our hearts, we beseech thee. Amen. 


THE BEATITUDES WITH RESPONSES 


Hear the Beatitudes of our Lord Jesus Christ: 


Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 
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Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blesséd are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute 
you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for 
my sake. 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted thes the prophets which were before 
you, ¥y 

Grant unto us thy Holy Spirit, O God, and enable us to 
obtain all these blessings; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 
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A LITANY 


Let us pray. 

O Lord, open thou our eyes, that we may see ourselves as 
thou seest us; in thy mercy show us that evil that is in us, and 
cleanse us by thy mighty power. Amen. 

From irresolute purpose, from unchastened desires, and 
from a weak and wavering will, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From slackness and indolence, from indifference to the 
treasures of knowledge, and a refusal to use the gifts with 
which thou hast endowed us, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From low ideals of life, and from thoughtless disregard of 
the influence of our conduct, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From pride and vanity and boasting, from self-assertion and 
self-seeking, and blindness to the common weal, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 

From dislike of criticism and love of popularity, and trom 
unreadiness to do our duty at whatever cost, 

Good Lord, deliver us. 


From hastiness of speech and sullenness of temper, from 
readiness to think the worst of others, and from all unseemly 
and unworthy conversation, 


Good Lord, deliver us. 


Heavenly Father, blot out, we beseech thee, our past 
transgressions; forgive us all our negligences and ignor- 
ances; and lift us up to new energy of mind and devotion 
of heart, that we may have strength to persevere even to 
the end, through success and failure, through good report 
and evil report. Save us in all time of our tribulation, in 
all time of our wealth. Amen. 
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A LITANY OF THE DIVINE WILL 


Jesus said: Whosoever shall do the will of God, the same 
is my brother and sister and mother. 

O God, who hast created us all and called us to take our part 
in thy tremendous purpose, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

O God, who hast shown us thy eternal will in the life of 
Christ our Lord, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

O God, who art ever working in men’s hearts by the opera- 
tion of thy Spirit, to make us fellow workers with thy will, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

O God, who willest that all men should be saved, and come 
to the knowledge of thy truth, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

From all reliance on ourselves alone, from trying to limit the 
range of thy purposes, from doubts of thy mightiness in 
operation, 

Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 

"From all unwillingness to learn thy will, from clinging to 
our own plans and desires, from all want of faith that hinders 
self-committal to thy guidance, 

Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 

From cowardice in following thy leading, from ever suffering 
our own ambitions to cloud the vision of thy will for us, from 
trying to serve thee and escape the cost, _ 

Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 

From weakness when we are faced with big decisions, from 
overcopfidence in making them, from acting without trying to 
learn thy will, 

Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 

From shirking the responsibility of our place in the divine 
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order, from fearing new truth and new ways of thought and 
life, 
Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 


From seeking to set forward human progress, whether in 
the Church or in the world, by doing our own will instead of 
loyally asking to know thine, 


Save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, O Lord. 
Amen. 


A LITANY OF THANKSGIVING 


Let us pray. 
Our Father, for the gift of thy Son to mankind, 
Accept our thanks, we pray. 


For the example of his life, and for his death upon the 
cross, 


We give thee thanks, O Lord. 


For the gospel of the Resurrection and the hope of new life 
which it brings, 


We give thee thanks, O Lord. 

For the gift of thy Holy Spirit, 

We give thee thanks, O Lord. 

For every impulse to follow the way of the cross, 

We give thee thanks, O Lord. 

Come into our lives and help us to triumph over all sin. 


Help us so to know Christ and the power of his resur- 
rection that we may walk with him in newness of life;. 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 


A LITANY OF COMMEMORATION 


Let us pray. 


Almighty and everlasting God, before whom stand the spirits 
of the living and the dead, Light of lights, Fountain of wisdom 
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and goodness, who livest in all pure and humble and gracious 
souls ; 

For all who have witnessed a good confession for thy glory 
and the welfare of the world, patriarchs, prophets, and apostles, 
the wise of every land and nation, all teachers and preachers 
of thy truth, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For the martyrs of our holy faith, the faithful witnesses to 
Christ of whom the world was not worthy, and for all who 
have resisted falsehood and wrong unto suffering or death, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For all who have labored and suffered for freedom, good 
government, just laws, and the sanctity of the home, and for 
all who have given their lives for their country, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For all who have sought to bless men by their service and 
life, and to lighten the dark places of the earth, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For those who have been tender and true and brave in all 
times and places, and for all who have been one with thee in 
the communion of Christ’s Spirit and in the strength of his 
love, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For the dear friends and kindred ministering in the spiritual 
world, whose faces we see no more, but whose love is with 
us forever, ; 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For the teachers and companions of our childhood and youth, 
and the members of our household of faith who worship thee 
now in heaven, 

We ptaise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 

For the grace which was given to all these, and for the trust 
and hopes in which they lived and died, 

We praise thee, O God, and bless thy name. 
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And that we may hold them in continual remembrance, that 
the sanctity of their wisdom and goodness may rest upon our 
earthly days, and that we may prepare ourselves to follow them 
in their upward way, 


We beseech thee to hear us, O God. 


That we may ever think of them as with thee, and be sure 
that where they are, there we may be also, 

We beseech thee to hear us, O God. 

That we may have a hope beyond this world for all thy 
children, even for wanderers who must be sought and brought 
home, that we may be comforted and sustained by the promise 
of a time when none shall be a stranger and an exile from thy 
kingdom and household, 

We beseech thee to hear us, O God. 

In the communion of the Holy Spirit, with the faithful and 
the saintly in heaven, with the redeemed in all ages, with our 
beloved who dwell in thy presence and peace, we, who still 
fight and suffer on earth, unite in ascribing 


Thanksgiving, glory, honor, and power unto thee, O 
Lord our God. Amen. 


A LITANY FOR A MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE 


Let us pray. 
O God the Father, almighty and everlasting, from whom 
we have come and unto whom we go, 
Have mercy upon us. 


O God the Son, Captain of the souls of men, who hast 
brought life and immortality to light, 


Have mercy upon us. 


O God the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, who dost take of the 
things of Christ and show them unto men. 


Have mercy upon us. 
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Let us give thanks unto God. 


For the land of our birth with all its chartered liberties, for 
all the wonder of our country’s story, 


We praise thee, O God. 


For leaders in nation and state, and those who in days past 
and in these present times have labored for the commonwealth, 


We praise thee, O God. 


For those who in all times and places have been true and 
brave, and in the world’s common ways have lived upright lives 
and ministered to their fellows, 


We praise thee, O God. 


For those who served their country in her hour of need, and 
especially those who gave even their lives, 

We praise thee, O God. 

O Almighty God and most merciful Father, whose 
nature and whose name is love; as we give thee thanks 
for the courage and the strength vouchsafed to these thy 
servants, we would remember before thee those who 
mourn them as their kindred. Look in mercy upon them; 
and as this day brings them memories of those whom they 
have lost, may it also bring them consolations from thee, 
quickening in them the sense of communion with the 
world unseen, and confirming their assurance of that 
great day when thou shalt restore to them their own in 
the very presence of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


A LITANY OF REMEMBRANCE 


Let us pray. 


© Ged, who art the Father of all; grant thy blessing upon us 
who are gathered here, and upon the multitudes of every name 
who are joined with us in one household of faith throughout 


the world. 
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We offer unto thee, O God, our thanksgiving, and come 
to pay our vows to the most High. 

We remember the fathers from the beginning of the world, 
and all who have wrought righteousness, even down to the 
present day. 

Grant unto us, O God, that we may have our part and 
lot with all thy saints. 

We remember all whom we love and who love us, both those 
who have fallen asleep and those whose presence still blesses us. 
Thanks be to thee for their benediction upon our lives. 


Establish thou the work of their hands, and keep us in 
one spirit with them. 

We remember those in distress, who suffer in body, mind, 
or estate; those who are in prison and in bonds. As bound with 
them, and as sufferers with them, we bear them in our hearts 
and pray for their relief. 


Teach us and lead us through all life’s ways to an 
awareness of thy love and care. 


We remember our enemies, if there be any who have injured 
us or cherish hatred against us. We pray thee to turn their 
hearts, and ours, that we may live peaceably with all men. If 
there be any whom we have wronged, move us to make amends 
and to seek forgiveness at their hands; and may we freely for- 
give all who have wronged us. 

Grant us grace to surrender ourselves wholly to thee, 


that we may find that inward peace which the:world can 
neither give nor take away. 


We remember the whole family of man, and pray thee that the 
spirits of all flesh may taste of thy grace, and that all the ends 
of the earth may see the salvation of our God. 


May the faith that makes faithful, and hope’ that en- 


dures, and the love that triumphs be with us always; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


SPECIAL ACTS OF WORSHIP 2o8 


A LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS I 


Let us pray. 

O Father of all, that we may be prepared for the coming of 
thy Son, the Babe of Bethlehem, 

Help us to rid our hearts of selfishness, thoughtlessness, 
and vain pride. 

As Mary, the mother, ever aware of thy presence, heard and 
received the promise that through her thy Son was to be born 
into the world, 

So may we be ever aware of thee, alert and responsive 
to thy holy wiil. 

As the messenger, John the Baptist, preached repentance to 
prepare the way of the Lord, 

So may we live in preparation for the coming of thy 
kingdom. 

As the ever-watchful shepherds saw thy glory in the skies, 

May we too be mindful of thy glories. 

As the wise men were guided by the star of peace, 

So may the blessed Spirit always guide us and lead us 
into the ways of peace. 

As the wise men in their journey toward the manger joyfully 
anticipated the manifestation of Jesus Christ, 

So may we ever anticipate the manifestations of thy 
Son our Lord. 

As they brought their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh 
to the Christ Child, ; 

So may we offer of ourselves and our substance. 

May the message of the heavenly host, Peace on earth, good 
will toward men, ever find echo in our hearts, and be practiced 
in our lives. ' 

We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 
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As thou didst humble thyself to be born a lowly babe in a 
manger, grant us true humility, that we may serve thee and 
thine in the lowly walks of life. 


We beseech thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Help us to realize that whatsoever we do unto one of the 
least of our brethren, we do unto thee, O Lord. 


Open thou our eyes, that we may see thy way before 
us, and perceive the things we ought to do. 


Open thou our ears, that we may hear thy voice urging us 
on to greater service. 


Let us hear the cry of those who are in want, O Lord. 


Touch our hearts, O Lord, that we may feel thy divine 
presence, that we may be strong and. of good courage, that 
we may speak helpful words and do good deeds. 


Help us, O Lord, to lose ourselves in service. Amen. 


A LITANY FOR CHRISTMAS II 


Glory to God in the highest. 

And on earth peace, good will toward men. 

O God, thou art our salvation; we will trust, and not be 
afraid. Thou art our strength and our song. 

Therefore with joy shall we draw water out of the 
wells of salvation. 

We thank thee for the birth of Jesus, that thy: iShint was 
upon him, that he was anointed to preach good tidings to the 
poor, to proclaim release to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised. 

Help us to make our present time the acceptable year 
of the Lord. 

O God, enable us, as we worship thee, to kindle with the joy 


of simple shepherds long ago at the thought of all that came 
to the world in the birth of the child Jesus. 
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Cast out our sin, and enter in; be born in us today. 

Help us, O God, in the light of the shining star to realize 
the wastes and desolations of the world, to feel the weight of 
the world’s sorrow and need, to be made aware of the power 
of evil, to see what spiritual loss is caused by man’s hatred 
and sins. 

Help us with the spirit of Jesus to build the old wastes 
and to raise up the former desolations. 

Forgive us, O God, for our weariness of heart through great 
conflict and exertion. Suffer us not to become creatures and 
nations of selfishness, of narrow, foolish pride; marred with 
hardness of heart, and weakened by fear and suspicion. 

Grant unto us that we being delivered out of the hand 
of our enemies may serve thee without fear. 

Over the face of the ancient earth, weary and torn with 
strife, the passing generations have come and are gone, and 
have not seen the triumph of good will among men; yet we 
give thanks for the unceasing renewal of life born to new 
hopes and strong to achieve new victories of good. 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder. 

In the light of the shining star that giveth happiness to 
little children and cheer to all, help us to renew our zeal for 
that good time when none shall be far off or forgotten, but 
shall live within the circle of the blessed life. 

May the dayspring from on high visit us, to give light 
to them that sit in darkness, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace. Amen. 


A LITANY FOR MISSIONS 


Blessed be the Lord God for his tender mercy, whereby the 
dayspring from on high hath visited us, 
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the 


‘ 
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shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

Jesus said: They shall come from the east, and from the 
west, and from the north, and from the south, and shall sit 
down in the kingdom of God. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy holy gospel. 

Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I 
must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be 
one fold, and one shepherd. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy holy promise. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: 
teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have com- 
manded you. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy holy word. 

Ye shall receive power after that the Holy Spirit is come 
upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth. 

Thanks be to thee, O Christ, for thy Holy Spirit. 

We beseech thee to hear us, O Lord, that thou wouldest stir 
up the hearts of thy faithful people to greater obedience, and 
unite thy Church to face the world’s great need. That thou 
wouldest send forth laborers into thy harvest, 

Hear us, we beseech thee. 


That those who have gone forth may be supported by thy 
presence, guided by thy counsel, and filled with ‘thy power, 
Hear us, we beseech thee. 


Accept the devotion of our hearts, till we all come in 
the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of thee, 
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
thy fullness. Amen, , 
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THE EMMAUS LITANY: AN OFFICE FOR 
EASTERTIDE 


Let us pray. 

By the love with which thou didst draw near to thy disciples as 
they went to Emmaus and talked together of thy passion, draw 
near and join thyself to us, and give us a knowledge of thyself. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 

By the mercy with which at first their eyes were holden that 
they should not know thee, be merciful to those who are slow 
of heart to believe. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 

By the compassion with which, amid the joy of thy resur- 
rection, thou didst seek them out who were sad, console the 
faint-hearted who have not yet learned to rejoice in thee. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 

By the patience with which, beginning at Moses, thou didst 
expound unto them in all the Scriptures the things concerning 
thyself, open thou our understanding and insight. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 

By the fire with which thou didst make their hearts to burn 
within them, as thou didst talk with them by the way, opening 
to them the Scriptures, inflame with devotion every heart that 
is not already burning with the love of thee, and consume 
with zeal those that thou hast kindled. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 

By the wisdom with which thou didst make as though 
thou wouldest have gone farther, thus inviting them to con- 
strain thee to tarry with them, may no soul thou desirest to 
bless syffer thee to depart until it hath received from thee the 
blessing which thou art waiting to give. 


Hear us, blessed Jesus. 
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By the loyalty with which thou didst go in and tarry with 
thy disciples when the day was far spent, fulfill in every soul 
that loveth thee that word of thine which saith, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 

By the blessing wherewith thou didst manifest thyself to 
thy disciples in the breaking of bread, let every act of thine, 
whether of nature or of grace, be to us a sacrament, opening the 
eyes of our faith, that we may know thee. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 


By the power whereby thou didst vanish out of their sight, 
that their faith in the mystery of thy resurrection might be in- 
creased, strengthen and confirm this faith in us. 

Hear us, blessed Jesus. 


O blessed Jesus, who, when the doors were shut where the 
disciples were assembled, didst come and stand in the midst and 
say, Peace be unto you; may no fear ever place a barrier be- 
tween our souls and thee, or hinder us from that peace which 
the world cannot give. 

May the peace which thou gavest to thine apostles, 
sending them forth in thy Father’s name as thou thyself 
wast sent, be also upon us, and remain with us always. 
Amen. 


A LITANY OF PRAISE 


Which may be sung as a hymn with responses as shown. 


For the beauty of the earth, 
For the glory of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth 
Over and around us lies: 


Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our prayer of grateful praise. 


* 
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For the beauty of each hour 
Of the day and of the night, 
Hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
Sun and moon, and stars of light: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our prayer of grateful praise. 


For the joy of ear and eye; 

For the heart and mind’s delight; 
For the mystic harmony 

Linking sense to sound and sight: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our prayer of grateful praise. 


For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child, 
Friends on earth, and friends above; 
For all gentle thoughts and mild: 
Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our prayer of grateful praise. 


For thy Church, that evermore 
Lifteth holy hands above, 

Offering up on every shore 
Her pure sacrifice of love: 


Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our prayer of grateful praise. 


For thyself, best Gift Divine! 
To our race so freely given; 

For that great, great love of thine, 
Peace on earth, and joy in heaven: 


Lord of all, to thee we raise 
This our prayer of grateful praise. Amen. 


\ 


240 AIDS IN THE ORDERING OF WORSHIP 


SANCTUS, WITH PREFACE 


Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the com- 
pany of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, ever- 
more praising thee, and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high! 
Amen. 


GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 


Glory be to God on high. 
And on earth peace, good will toward men. 


We praise thee, we bless thee, we -worship thee, we glorify 
thee. 


We give thanks to thee for thy great glory, O Lord 
God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty! 


O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ; O Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sins 
of the world, have mercy upon us. 


Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy upon us. 


Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. ; 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord. 


Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 


TE DEUM LAUDAMUS 


We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the Lord. 
All the earth doth worship thee, the Father everlasting. 
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To thee all angels cry aloud, the heavens and all the powers 
therein. 


To thee cherubim and seraphim continually do cry, 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of the majesty of thy glory. 
The glorious company of the apostles praise thee. 

The goodly fellowship of the prophets praise thee. 
The noble army of martyrs praise thee. 


The holy Church throughout all the world doth ac- 
knowledge thee; 


The Father of an infinite majesty; 


Thine adorable, true, and only Son; also the Holy 
Ghost, the Comforter. 


Thou art the King of glory, O Christ. 
Thou art the everlasting Son of the Father. 


When thou tookest upon thee to deliver man, thou didst 
humble thyself to be born of a virgin. 


When thou hadst overcome the sharpness of death, thou 
didst open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 


Thou sittest at the right hand of God in the glory of the 
Father. 
We believe that thou shalt come to be our judge. 


We therefore pray thee, help thy servants whom thou hast 
redeemed with thy precious blood. 


Make them to be numbered with thy saints in glory 
everlasting. 


O Lord, save thy people and bless thine heritage. 
Govern them and lift them up forever. 

Day by day, we magnify thee. 

And we worship thy name ever, world without end. 
Vouchsafe, O Lord, to keep us this day without sin. 
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O Lord, have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us. 
O Lord, let thy mercy be upon us as our trust is in thee. 


O Lord, in thee have I trusted; let me never be con- 
founded. 


VENITE 


O come, let us sing unto the Lorp. 

Let us heartily rejoice in the strength of our salvation. 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and 
show ourselves glad in him with psalms. 

For the LorD is a great God and a great King above 
all gods. 

In his hand are all the corners of the earth; and the strength 
of the hills is his also. 

The sea is his and he made it; and his hands prepared 
the dry land. 

O come, let us worship and fall down, and kneel before the 
Lorp our Maker. 

For he is the Lord our God; and we are the people of 
his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 

O worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness; let the whole 
earth stand in awe of him. 

For he cometh, for he cometh to judge the earth, and 
with righteousness to judge the world, and the people 
with his truth. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 


Ghost; as it was 1n the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


BENEDICTUS 


Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited aie 
redeemed his people, 
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And hath raised up a mighty salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David; 

As he spake by the mouth of his holy prophets, which have 
been since the world began: 

That we should be saved from our enemies, and from 
the hand of all that hate us; 

To perform the mercy promised to our forefathers, and to 
remember his holy covenant ; 

To perform the oath which he sware to our forefather 
Abraham, that he would give us; 

That we, being delivered out of the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 

In holiness and righteousness before him, all the days 
of our life. 

And thou, child, shalt be called the prophet of the Highest, 
for thou shalt go before the face of the Lord, to prepare his 
ways; 

To give knowledge of salvation unto his people for the 
remission of their sins, 

Through the tender mercy of our God, whereby the dayspring 
from on high hath visited us, 

To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the 
shadow of death, and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; ‘as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


JUBILATE DEO 


O be joyful in the Lorp, all ye lands; serve the Lorp with 
gladness, and come before his presence with a song. 
Be ye sure that the Lorn, he is God; it is he that hath 
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made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and 
the sheep of his pasture. 

O go your way into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise; be thankful unto him, and speak good 
of his name. 

For the Lorn is gracious; his mercy is everlasting; and 
his truth endureth from generation to generation. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen, 


MAGNIFICAT 


My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced 
in God my Saviour. 


For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me 


blessed. 


For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and Holy is 
his Name. 


And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all 
generations. 


He hath showed strength with his arm; he hath scat- 
tered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put, down the mighty from their seat, and hath 
exalted the humble and meek. ; 

He hath filled the hungry with good things, and the 
rich he hath sent empty away. 

He, remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel, 

As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his 
seed, forever. 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen, 
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BONUM EST 


It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lorp, and to sing 
praises unto thy name, O most Highest; 

To tell of thy lovingkindness early in the morning, and 
of thy truth in the night season; 

Upon an instrument of ten strings and upon the lute; upon 
a loud instrument and upon the harp. 

For thou, LorpD, hast made me glad through thy works; 
and I will rejoice in giving praise for the operations of 
thy hands. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


VENI, CREATOR SPIRITUS 
Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 
And lighten with celestial fire, 
Thou the anointing Spirit art, 
Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above, e 
Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 
Enable with perpetual light 
The duliness of our blinded sight. 
Anoint and cheer our soiléd face 
; With the abundance of thy grace. 
Keep far our foes; give peace at home; 
Where thou art guide, no ill can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 
And thee, of both, to be but One; 
, « That through the ages all along, 
This may be our endless song: 
Praise to thy eternal merit, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 
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DE PROFUNDIS 


Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lorp. 

Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the 
voice of my supplications. 

If thou, Lorp, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall 
stand? 

But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest 
be feared. 

I wait for the Lorn, my soul doth wait, and in his word 
do I hope. 

My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that 
watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch 
for the morning. 

Let Israel hope in the Lorp: for with the Lorp there is 
mercy, and with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he shall redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


NUNC DIMITTIS 


Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according 
to thy word, 


For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 

Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the 
glory of thy people, Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 
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A CANTICLE OF PRAISE 


Blessed art thou, Lorp Ged of our father Israel, forever 
and forever. 

Thine, O Lorp, is the greatness, and the power, and 
the glory, and the victory, and the majesty. 

For all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine. 

Thine is the kingdom, O Lorp; that thou art exalted 
above all. 

Both riches and honor are thine, and thou rulest over all; 
in thine hand is power and might; it is thine to make great 
and to give strength to all. 

Now therefore, our God, we thank thee, and praise thy 
glorious name. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF SALVATION 


O Lorp, I will praise thee; for thou hast been my comfort. 

Behold, God is my salvation; I will trust, and not be 
afraid. 

For the Lorp is my strength and my song; and he is become 
my salvatjon. 

Therefore with joy shall Me draw water out of the 
wells of salvation. 

And in that day shall ye say, Praise the Lorp, call upon his 
name, 

Declare his doings among the people, make mention 
that his name is exalted. 

Sing unto the Lorp; for he hath done excellent things: let 
this be known in all the earth. 
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Cry aloud and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great 
is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee. 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF VICTORY 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 

Which was, and which is, and which is to come. 

Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty. 

Just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 

Worthy art thou, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and ° 
power: for thou hast created all things, and because of thy 
will they came to be and were created. 

Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, 
and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and 
glory, and blessing. 

We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, because thou 
hast taken unto thee thy great power, and hast reigned. 

The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdom of 
our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever 
and ever. 

Salvation to our God which sitteth on the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. 

Hallelujah: for the Lord God the Almighty reigneth. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF REDEMPTION 


It is of the Lorp’s mercies that we are not consumed, because 
his compassions fail not. 
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They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 

The Lorp is my portion, saith my soul; therefore will I 
hope in him. 

The Lorp is good unto them that wait for him, to the 
soul that seeketh him. 

It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for 
the salvation of the Lorp. 

It is good for a man that he bear the yoke in his youth. 
He sitteth alone and keepeth silence, because he hath 
borne it upon him. 

He putteth his mouth in the dust; if so be there may be hope. 

He giveth his cheek to him that smiteth: he is filled with 
reproach. 

For the Lord will not cast off forever: but though he cause 
grief, yet will he have compassion. 

For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children 
of men. : 

Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lorp. 
Let us lift up our hearts with our hands unto God in the 
heavens. 

O Lord, thou hast pleaded the cause of my soul; thou 
hast redeemed my life. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 

, 


THE CANTICLE OF THE THREE CHILDREN 


Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers, and worthy to be 
praised and glorified forever. 

Blessed, is thy glorious and holy name, and worthy to 
be praised and exalted above all forever. 

Blessed art thou in thy holy temple, and worthy to be praised 
and glorified forever. 
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Blessed art thou who beholdest the depths and dwellest 
above the cherubim, and worthy to be praised and exalted 
above all forever. 

Blessed art thou on the throne of thy kingdom, and worthy 
to be praised and extolled forever. 

Blessed art thou, O Lord, in the firmament of heaven, 
and worthy to be praised and glorified forever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end, Amen, 


A CANTICLE OF MISSIONS 


Have mercy upon us, O Lord, the God of all, and show us 
thy salvation. 

Send thy fear upon the nations who have not known 
thy name, 

That they may know that there is none beside thee, and that 
they also may tell forth all thy wonders. 

Lift up thy hand over the strange nations, and let them 
see thy mighty power. 

Even as thou hast been sanctified amongst us in their sight, 
so be thou magnified in them before our eyes. 

And let them know thee as we also have known thee, 
that there is no God but only thou, O Lord. 

Renew thy signs, and work great wonders: strengthen thine 
arm, and make glorious thy right hand. 

Haste the time, and bring near the end, and let all 
‘declare thy mighty works. 


Gather together all the tribes of Jacob, and et them for 
thine inheritamee as in former days. 


Have mercy upon thy people who are called by thy 


name, and upon Israel, whom thou didst make thy first- 
born. 
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Have compassion upon the holy city, even on Jerusalem, the 
city of thy rest. 

Fill Zion with the sacred oracles, and thy temple with 
thy glory. 

Give reward to them that wait upon thy word, and fulfill the 
prophecies that have been spoken in thy name, 

That all upon the earth may know that thou art, the 
Lord, the eternal God. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF THE CHURCH 


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lorp 
is risen upon thee. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. 

But the Lorp shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. 

And the nations shall come to thy light, and kings to 
the brightness of thy rising. 

The abundance of the sea shall be turned unto thee; the 
wealth of the nations shall come unto thee. 

Thy gates shall stand always open; they shall not be 
shut day nor night, 

- That men may bring unto thee the wealth of the nations, and 
their kings led with them. 

For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee 
shall perish; yea, it shall be utterly wasted. 

Violerice shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor 
destruction within thy borders. 

But thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates 
thou shalt call Praise. 


\ 
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The sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for 
brightness shall the moon give light unto thee. 

But the Lorp shall be unto thee an everlasting light, 
and thy God thy glory. 

Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself. 

For the Lorp shall be thine everlasting light, and the 
days of thy mourning shall be ended. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 


Praise ye the Lorn: for it is a good thing to sing praises unto 
our God; for it is pleasant, and praise is comely. 

The Lorp doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth to- 
gether the outcasts of Israel. 


He healeth those that are broken in heart, and bindeth up 
their wounds. 


He covereth the heavens with clouds, and prepareth 
rain for the earth; he maketh the grass to grow upon the 
mountains. 


He giveth to the beast his food, and to the young ravens 
which cry. 

Praise the Lorp, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion. 

For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath 
blessed thy children within thee. 


He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with 
the finest of the wheat. 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 
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THE PASCHAL CANTICLE 


Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us 
keep the feast, 

Not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice 
and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sin- 
cerity and truth. 

Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death 
hath no more dominion over him. 

For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that 
he liveth, he liveth unto God. ' 

Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto 
sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Christ is risen from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that slept. 

For since by man came death, by man came also the resur- 
rection of the dead. 

For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF THE DEPARTED 


The souls of the righteous are in the hand of God, and 
no torment shall touch them. 

In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to die: and their 
departure was accounted for their hurt, 

And their going from us was taken to be their ruin: but 
they are m peace. 

For though in the sight of men they be punished, yet 
is their hope full of immortality. 

And having borne a little chastening, they shall receive great 
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good: because God made trial of them, and found them 
worthy for himself. 

As gold in the furnace he proved them, and as a whole 
burnt offering he accepted them. 

They that trust in him shall understand truth; and the 
faithful shall abide with him in love: 

Because grace and mercy are to his chosen, and he will 
graciously visit his holy ones. 

For in the Lord is their reward, and the care of them is 
with the most High. 

Therefore shall they receive a glorious kingdom, and 
a crown of beauty from the Lord’s own hand. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shali 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF CONQUEST OVER DEATH 
O Lorp, thou art my God; I will exalt thee, I will praise 
thy name. 


For thou hast done wonderful ee: thy counsels of 
old are faithfulness and truth. 


For thou hast been a stronghold to the poor, a strength to 
the needy in his distress, 

A refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, when 
the blast of the terrible one is as a storm against the wall. 


And he will destroy in this mountain the covering that is 
cast over the face of the peoples, 


And the veil that is spread over all the nations. 


He hath swallowed up death forever; and the Lord Gop 
will wipe away tears from off all faces. 


The reproach of his people shall he take away from off 
the earth: for the Lorp hath spoken it. 
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And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our God; we have 
waited for him, and he will save us. : 

This is the LoRD; we have waited for him, we will be 
glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed 
on thee: because he trusteth in thee. 

Trust ye in the Lord forever: for in the Lorp Jehovah 
is everlasting strength, 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen.. 


A CANTICLE OF COMMEMORATION 


Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers that begat us; 

In whom the Lord showed forth his glory, his mighty 
power in the days of old; 

Men who bore dominion in the earth, and men famous for 
their might, 

Giving counsel by their wisdom, and speaking with 
prophetic power; 

Statesmen who were as princes of the people, and leaders 
trusted for their insight; 

Sure were the words of their instruction, and their 
Sayings, as wise proverbs; 

Such as sought out pleasant music, and fashioned songs in 
skillful rhymes ; ; 

Men of resource and furnished with strength, dwelling 
peaceably in their habitations. 

All thgse were honored in their generation, and had glory 
in their day.. 

There be some of them that have left a nate behind 
them, and their praises still continue. 


256 AIDS IN THE ORDERING OF WORSHIP 


And some there be that have no memorial, who are forgotten 
as though they had not been. 

Nevertheless they were men of mercy, and their right- 
eous deeds have not been in vain. 

For they left a good inheritance to their seed, and their 
children are their testament. 

Their seed shall remain forever, and their glory shall 
not be blotted out. 

Their bodies were buried in peace, but their name liveth to 
all generations. 

The assembly shall recount their wisdom, and the con- 
gregation shall tell out their praise. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF PENTECOST 


‘The grace of the Holy Spirit be present with us and make 
our hearts his dwelling. 

Merciful Spirit, illuminator of mankind, purge all fear 
and darkness from our mind. 

Holy lover of thoughts that are wise, pour forth thine 
anointing on our understanding. 

Thou purifier of all iniquities, Holy Spirit, cleanse our 
hearts from secret faults; 

That the Father of all things may be beheld by us, whom 
the eyes of none save the pure in heart can see. 

Thou didst inspire the prophets to chant aforetime their 
glorious heralding of Christ, and didst confirm the apostles 
to bear Christ’s trophy throughout the world. 

When by his word God made the heavens, the earth, and the 
sea, thou didst stretch out thy Godhead over the waters, and. 
didst cherish them, O Spirit. 
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By thine inspiration thou grantest men to be spiritual; 
thou didst unite the world, divided both in tongue and 
faith, O Lord. 

Best of teachers, thou recallest idolaters to the worship of 
God; wherefore by thy mercy, hear us who call upon thee, 
Holy Spirit. 

Without thee all our prayers are vain and unworthy 
of the ears of God. 

Thou, O Spirit, who by embracing the saints of all ages, 
dost teach them by the impulse of thy divinity, 

By bestowing upon the apostles a gift immortal thou 
hast made this day forever glorious. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


THE CANTICLE OF ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI 


O most high, almighty, good Lord God, to thee belong 
praise, glory, honor, and all blessing! 

Praised be my Lord God with all his creatures, and 
especially our brother the sun, who bringeth us the day 
and who bringeth us the light; fair is he and shineth 
with a very great splendor: O Lord, he signifieth to us 
thee! 

Praised be my Lord for our sister the moon, and for the 
stars, thle which he hath set clear and lovely in heaven. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother the wind, and for 
air and cloud, calms and all weather by the which thou 
upholdest life in all creatures. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister water, who is very service- 
able unto us and humble and precious and clean. 

Praised be my Lord for our brother fire, through whom 
thou givest us light in the darkness; and he is bright and 
pleasant and very mighty and strong. 
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Praised be my Lord for our mother the earth, the which 
doth sustain us and keep us, and bringeth forth divers fruits 
and flowers of many colors, and grass. 

Praised be my Lord for all those who pardon one an- 
other for his love’s sake, and who endure weakness and 
tribulation; blessed are they who peaceably shall endure, 
for thou, O most Highest, shalt give them a crown. 

Praised be my Lord for our sister, the death of the body, 
from which no man escapeth. Woe to him who dieth in mortal 
sin! Blessed are they who are found walking by thy most holy 
will, for the second death shall have no power to do them harm. 

Praise ye and bless the Lord, and give thanks unto him 
and serve him with great humility. Amen. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF THE WORD 


How lovely are thy messengers, O Lord of hosts! My soul 
hath a desire and a longing for thy word. 

Thou sendest forth thy prophets in every age, and thy 
truth runneth swiftly to the ends of the earth. 

The pure in heart have seen thee, O God: the lowly have 
found thee near at hand. 

These tell of thy lovingkindness: from the rising of the 
sun to the going down of the same they keep not silence; 

Publishing peace upon the mountains, and bringing good 
tidings of great joy, 

That thou art blessed forever, and in thy will is our 
peace. 


Thou art the everlasting fountain of life, and’ they that 
drink thereof shall thirst no more; 


Light of our seeing and soul of our souls, within all 
spirits and beyond all worlds, 
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Who sustaineth the heavens with the might of thy power, and 
gladdenest the eyes of all living with the beauty of thy holiness, 

That the children of men may behold thy glory, and see 
thy wonders in the great deeps. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF THE SANCTUARY 


I was glad when my companions said unto me: Come, it is 
our holy day; 

Let us go into the house of the Lord; let us take sweet 
counsel together; 

Let our feet stand within his gates, and heart and voice 
give thanks unto him. 

Blessed be the temple hallowed by his name; pray for 
peace within its walls, 

Peace to young and old that enter there, peace to every 
soul abiding therein. 

For friends’ and brethren’s sake I will never cease to 
say: Peace be within thee! 

What though for him who filleth heaven and earth there can 
be no dwelling made with hands; 

What though his way is in the deep, and his knowledge 
too wonderful for us, and before him we are as children 
that cannot speak; 

Yet, touched by the altar’s living glow, we learn, as an infant, 
to lisp his name, 

And fry the wings that beat for his refuge, and flee as 
a bird to the mountain. 

O Lord, when we cry unto thee from the deep, and wait for 
thee as they that wait for the morning, 


\ 
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Thou wilt have regard to our entreaty; the sigh of the 
lowly thou wilt not despise. 


Not long, O Lord, shall we feel after thee in these courts 
below: not long wilt thou hearken to these faltering lips. 


‘Our fathers thou hast called to thy higher praise, and 
gathered to their fathers must all the children be. 


Let the dead and living praise thee, O God above, below: let 
all the generations praise thee. 


Let angels in the height praise thee, who dwellest 
in the heavens. 


Let thy Church on earth praise thee, the delight of whose wis- 
dom is in the children of men. 


O House of the Lord’s praise, peace be to them that 
love thee! 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


A CANTICLE OF LIGHT 
My heart shall indite a good matter: I will bless the Lord, 
who giveth me light: 


I will say to the sorrowful, Be comforted, and to them 
that wait for the morning, Be glad of heart. 


For the glory of the Lord is risen upon the earth; the day 
breaketh, and the shadows flee away. 


Lo, the Master calleth his servants; be Ke to meet 
him, O my soul; 


Who forgiveth all thy sins, who healeth all thine infirmities, 


Who openeth thy way into the kingdom of heaven, 
who maketh thee heir of eternal life. 


O Lord our God, lift up the light of thy countenance upon us. 


In thy light we shall see light; and thou wilt lead us to 
thy holy hill, 
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And dwell with us, and be our God; and the days of our 
lamentation shall be ended. 

And all tribes shall be gathered together, and thy spirit 
poured out upon all flesh. 

The old men shall dream dreams, and the young men shall 
see visions. 

Then shall the earth clothe her in beautiful raiment, she 
shall shine as the daughter of the Great King. 

The houses of mourning shall be full of light, and the rod 
of the oppressor shall be broken forever. 

And men shall rejoice in the work of his hands, and the 
habitations of darkness shall be no more. 

Be glad, O ye nations, and shout for joy: be strong and of 
a good courage, ye servants of the Lord. 

For the living God is our helper: he that sitteth above 
the heavens shall bring it to pass. 

Glory to him that hath his throne in the heavens, and his 
kingdom in the heart of his servants. 

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, of his dominion 
there shall be no end. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


, A CANTICLE OF COMFORT 


When my soul is in heaviness, and my heart is disquieted 
within me; 

When darkness is round about my path, and all thy 
tempests go over my head; 

Then will I betake me to the great congregation, to hear the 
psalm of thy redeemed and to cast my burden on the Lord. 

Thou shalt cause me to hear of joy and gladness: the 
songs of the blessed shall visit me in the night. 
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They shall declare the might of thy spirit: they shall also 
make mention of thy peace, 

Of love made perfect through suffering, and the rest 
that remaineth for the children of God. 

As a cloud of witnesses they shall surround me; as minister- 
ing spirits they shall strengthen my soul. 

They fought the good fight; they kept the faith: they 
came through great tribulation, enduring unto the end. 

And now, O Lord, they rest in thy keeping: they shine as 
the stars forever and ever; 

That the lost may be gathered in from all nations, and 
thy way made known to the uttermost parts of the earth; 

To such as wander in the wilderness, and to them that are 
afar off upon the sea. 

Thou callest us into the communion of thy beloved, the 
glorious fellowship of the children of light; 

That we may walk in the joy of thy presence, who wilt 
greatly refresh us with the river of thy life. 

Oh send out thy light and thy truth, let them lead me; 
let them bring me to thy holy hill, and to thy dwelling 
place. 

Oh draw me from out the great waters: lead me to the rock 
that is higher than I. 

Then shall my soul return unto her rest: I shall come to 
the haven where I would be. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 
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THE paragraphs preceding “Scriptures for Reading and Meditation” 
and “Daily Readings and Prayers for a Month” are intended not as com- 
ments or interpretations but as suggestions to invite attention and to stim- 
ulate meditation. Each passage is permitted to speak for itself, thus relat- 
ing the religious experience of a former day to our own. 

No attempt is made to imitate the language of the King James Ver- 
sion; on the contrary these paragraphs are phrased in the common 
speech of today in response to the church-wide demand that modern 
materials be incorporated and modern language be used. 


Scriptures for Reading and Meditation 
Psalm 1 


To the devout Hebrews the Law was so precious that its study was 
the highest privilege and virtue. The writer of this psalm was one of 
these. He was speaking of that which stirred his soul, and for all those 
who seek, now as then, to learn and to obey God’s law. 

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the 

ungodly, 

Nor standeth in the way of sinners, 

Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. 

But his delight is in the law of the Lorn; 

And in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 

That bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 

His leaf also shall not wither ; 

And whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

The ungodly are not so: 

But are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 

Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 

For the Lorp knoweth the way of the righteous: 

But thé way of the ungodly shall perish. 


Psalm 8 
From a starlit night, a poet, and God, came this psalm, suffused with 
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the divine glory. God alone bestows any earthly supremacy which man 
may assume or attain. 
O Lorp our Lord, 
How excellent is thy name in all the earth! 
Who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 
Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength 
Because of thine enemies, 
That thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. 
When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, 
The moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained; 
What is man, that thou art mindful of him? 
And the son of man, that thou visitest him ? 
For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, 
And hast crowned him with glory and honor. 
Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy 
hands ; 
Thou hast put all things under his feet: 
All sheep and oxen, 
Yea, and the beasts of the field; 
The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, 
And whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas. 
O Lorp our Lord, 
How excellent is thy name in all the earth! 


Psalm 15 


What qualifies one to come into the divine presence? The behavior 
which springs spontaneously from inner standards of uprightness. 

Lorp, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? 

Who shall dwell in thy holy hill? 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, 

And speaketh the truth in his heart. 

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, 

Nor doeth evil to his neighbor, 

Nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbor. 

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned ; 
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But he honoreth them that fear the Lorp. 

He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not. 
He that putteth not out his money to usury, 

Nor taketh reward against the innocent. 

He that doeth these things shall never be moved. 


Psalm 19, Part 1 


Addison’s paraphrase beginning, “The spacious firmament on high,” 
is in The Methodist Hymnal and should be read as a reflection and an 
interpretation of this hymn of night and day. 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 

And the firmament showeth his handiwork. 

Day unto day uttereth speech, 

And night unto night showeth knowledge. 

There is no speech nor language 

Where their voice is not heard. 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, 

And their words to the end of the world. 

In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, 

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

And rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 

His going forth is from the end of the heaven, 

And his circuit unto the ends of it: 

And there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 


Psalm 19, Part 2 
This is a companion piece to Psalm 1, enumerating the beauties of 
the Law and closing with a simple prayer that the Lord will accept what 
the psalmi¢t has said. 
The law of the Lorp is perfect, converting the soul: 
The testimony of the Lorp is sure, making wise the simple. 
The statutes of the Lorp are right, rejoicing the heart: 
The commandment of the Lorp is pure, enlightening the eyes. 
The fear of the Lorn is clean, enduring forever : 
The judgments of the Lorn are true and righteous altogether. 
More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine 
gold: 


266 AIDS TO PERSONAL AND FAMILY DEVOTIONS 


Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 
Moreover by them is thy servant warned: 

And in keeping of them there is great reward. 

Who can understand his errors? 

Cleanse thou me from secret faults. 

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; 
Let them not have dominion over me: 

Then shall I be upright, 

And I shall be innocent from the great transgression. 
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, 
Be acceptable in thy sight, 

O Lorp, my strength, and my redeemer. 


Psalm 23 
Looking back over the course of his life the psalmist realizes anew 
that, whether in God’s out-of-doors, in the presence of enemies, or in the 
holy temple, God has been his guide and protector. 
The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leadeth me beside the still waters. 
He restoreth my soul : 
He leadeth me in the paths of te ale for his name’s 
sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies : 
Thou anointest my head with oil; 
My cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: 
And I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever. 


Psalm 24 


This song of power, purity, and praise may have been sung as the 
ark was brought to the temple at the close of a religious procession. 
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The earth is the Lorn’s, and the fullness thereof ; 
The world, and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, 

And established it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lorp? 

Or who shall stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart ; 
Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
Nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lorp, 
And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
This is the generation of them that seek him, 
That seek thy face, O Jacob. 


Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

And be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors; 
And the King of glory shall come in, 
Who is this King of glory? 

The Lorp strong and mighty, 

The Lorp mighty in battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; 

Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; 
And the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 

The Lorp of hosts, 

He is the King of glory. 


Psalm * 


Beginning with a joyful thanksgiving for deliverance, perhaps from 
sickness, the psalmist cannot stop with that, but must tell others, too, of 


the goodness of God. 

_ I will bless the Lorp at all times : 
His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lorp: 
The humble shall hear thereof, and be glad. 
O magnify the Lorp with me, 
And let us exalt his name together. 
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I sought the Lorp, and he heard me, 

And delivered me from all my fears. 

They looked unto him, and were lightened : 

And their faces were not ashamed. 

The poor man cried, and the Lorp heard him, 

_ And saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the Lorp encampeth round about them that fear 
him, Z 

And delivereth them. 

O taste and see that the Lorp is good: 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in him. 

O fear the Lorp, ye his saints: 

For there is no want to them that fear him. 

The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: 

But they that seek the Lorp shall not want any good thing. 

Come, ye children, hearken unto me: 

I will teach you the fear of the Lorp. 

What man is he that desireth life, 

And loveth many days, that he may see good? 

Keep thy tongue from evil, 

And thy lips from speaking guile. 

Depart from evil, and do good; 

Seek peace, and pursue it. 

The eyes of the Lorp are upon the righteous, 

And his ears are open unto their cry. 

The face of the Lorp is against them that do evil, 

Tc cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 

The righteous cry, and the Lorn heareth, 

And delivereth them out of all their troubles. 

The Lorp is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; 

And saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous: 

But the Lorp delivereth him out of them all. 

He keepeth all his bones: 

Not one of them is broken. 

Evil shall slay the wicked: 
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And they that hate the righteous shall be desolate. 
The Lorp redeemeth the soul of his servants: 
And none of them that trust in him shall be desolate. 


Psalms 42-43 

There is no break between these two parts of a single psalm. One 
who has been carried away captive by “an ungodly nation” (43:1), pours 
into this tear-stained page his memories of the happy times when he 
joined in the temple processions, his laments over his present fate, and 
his confidence that God will someday see that he is released from his 
captivity and restored to his home. 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, 

So panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: 

When shall I come and appear before God? 

My tears have been my meat day and night, 

While they continually say unto me, Where is thy God? 

When I remember these things, I pour out my soul in me: 

For I had gone with the multitude, I went with them to the 

house of God, 
With the voice of joy and praise, with a multitude that kept 
holyday. 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted in me? 

Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him 

For the help of his countenance. 


O my God, my soul is cast down within me: 

Therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, 

And ofthe Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: 

All thy waves and thy billows are gone over me. 

Yet the Lorp will command his lovingkindness in the day- 
tme,|, 

And insthe night his song shall be with me, 

And my prayer unto the God of my life. 

I will say unto God my rock, 

Why hast thou forgotten me? 
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Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? 
As with a sword in my bones, mine enemies reproach me; 
While they say daily unto me, Where is thy God? 

Why art thou cast down, O my-soul? 

And why art thou disquieted within me? 

Hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, 

Who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 


Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly 
nation : 

O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man. 

For thou art the God of my strength: why dost thou cast 
me off ? 

Why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemv? 

O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; 

Let them bring me unto thy holy hill, 

And to thy tabernacles. 

Then will I go unto the altar of God, unto God my exceeding 
joy: 

Yea, upon the harp will I praise thee, O God my God. 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? 

And why art thou disquieted within me? 

Hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, 

Who is the health of my countenance, and my God. 


Psalm 46 : : 


One tries in vain to imagine how the first singing of this hymn stirred 
the hearts of those who heard it. Even today one is ,thrilled by that 
vefrain which voices the faith of the ages. 

God is our refuge and strength, 

A very present help in trouble. 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, 

And though the mountains be carried into the midst of the 

sea ; 

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 

Though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. 
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There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the 
city of God, 

The holy place of the tabernacles of the most High. 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: 

God shall help her, and that right early. 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: 

He uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

The Lorp of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 


Come, behold the works of the Lorp, 

What desolations he hath made in the earth. 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; 

He breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder ; 

He burneth the chariot in the fire. 

Be still, and know that I am God: 

I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the 
earth. 

The Lorp of hosts is with us; 

The God of Jacob is our refuge. 


Psalm 51 


When one reads this psalm he almost feels himself an unwarranted 
intruder into a soul’s privacy. But ever since it was written it has spoken 
for all who seek forgiveness and cleansing. 


Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkind- 
ness: 

According unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out 
my transgressions. 

Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, 

And cleanse me from my sin. 

For I acknowledge my transgressions : 

And my sin is ever before me. 

AXgairist thee, thee only, have I sinned, 

And done this evil in thy sight: 

That thou mightest be justified. when thou speakest, 
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And be clear when thou judgest. 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity ; 

And in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: 

And in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom. 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: 

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Make me to hear joy and gladness ; 

That the bones which thou hast broken may rejoice. 

Hide thy face from my sins, 

And blot out all mine iniquities. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; 

And renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from thy presence; 

And take not thy holy spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; 

And uphold me with thy free spirit. 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; 

And sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, thou God of my 
salvation : 

And my tongue shall sing aloud of thy righteousness. 

O Lord, open thou my lips; 

And my mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

For thou desirest not sacrifice; else would I give it: 

Thou delightest not in burnt offering. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: 

A broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. 


Jeremiah 7:1-7 


Does true religion consist in going to church and repeating pious 
phrases, or must there be an inner principle that determines daily be- 
havior? Jeremiah here contrasts the two ideas so clearly that his hearers 
could hardly have misunderstood him. j 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lorp, saying, 
Stand in the gate of the Lorn’s house, and proclaim there this 
word, and say, Hear the word of the Lorp, all ye of Judah, 
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that enter in at these gates to worship the Lorp. Thus saith 
the Lorp of hosts, the God of Israel, Amend your ways and 
your doings, and I will cause you to dwell in this place. Trust 
ye not in lying words, saying, The temple of the Lorp, The 
temple of the Lorp, The temple of the Lorn, are these. For if 
ye throughly amend your ways and your doings; if ye 
throughly execute judgment between a man and his neighbor; 
if ye oppress not the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, 
and shed not innocent blood in this place, neither walk after 
other gods to your hurt: then will I cause you to dwell in this 
place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, for ever and ever. 


Jeremiah 31:31-34 


It seems almost incredible that, centuries before Jesus, the prophet 
Jeremiah could have looked for a time to come when men would think 
God’s thoughts after him and do the divine will because it was their 
own. Perhaps it was this that Jesus had in mind when he spoke of “the 


new covenant.” 

Behold, the days come, saith the Lorn, that I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: 
not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers 
in the day that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the 
land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake, although I was 
an husband unto them, saith the Lorp: but this shall be the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those 
days, saith the Lorp, I will put my law in their inward parts, and 
write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. And they shall teach no more every man his neighbor, 
and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lorp: for they 
shall all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of 
them, saith the Lorp: for I will forgive their iniquity, and I 
will remember their sin no more. 


Isaigh 40:1-11 

The rapture with which such words as these would first be heard can be 
imagined only against the background of the despair of the exiles in 
Babylon, whose feelings are unforgettably described by the psalmist (Psalm 
137), and to whom these words were first spoken, 
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Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye 
comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare 
is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned: for she hath 
received of the Lorp’s hand double for all her sins. 

The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye 
the way of the Lorn, make straight in the desert a highway for 
our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and 
hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough places plain: and the glory of the Lorp shall 
be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of 
the Lorp hath spoken it. 

The voice said, Cry. And he said, What shall I cry? All flesh 
is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the 
field: the grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit 
of the Lorp bloweth upon it: surely the people is grass. The 
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God 
shall stand forever. 

O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get thee up into the high 
mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up thy 
voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities 
of Judah, Behold your God! Behold, the Lord Gop will come 
with strong hand, and his arm shall rule for him: behold, his 
reward is with him, and his work before him. He shall feed 
his flock like a shepherd : he shall gather the lambs with his arm, 
and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently Bes those that 
are with young. 


Isaiah 40:25-31 


The God of Israel is as well able to care for his people in distant 
Babylon as he is to care for the stars in the distant skies. He can be relied 
on to find and to strengthen those who wait for him. 

To whom then will ye liken me, or shall I be equal? Saith the 
Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who hath 
created these things, that bringeth out their host by number : he 
calleth them all by names by the greatness of his might, for that 
he is strong in power; not one faileth. Why sayest thou, O 
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Jacob, and speakest, O Israel, My way is hid from the Lorn, 
and my judgment is passed over from my God? 

Hast thou not known? hast thou not heard, that the ever- 
lasting God, the Lorp, the Creator of the ends of the earth, 
fainteth not, neither is weary? there is no searching of his 
understanding. He giveth power to the faint; and to them that 
have no might he increaseth strength. Even the youths shall 
faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall: but 
they that wait upon the Lorp shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be 
weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 


Isaiah 53 


One imagines the prophet in profound perplexity, meditating on the 
tragic fate of someone whose bitter sufferings seemed wholly unde- 
served. Then he sees the suffering to have been on behalf of others, 
and dramatizes the whole moving story of his vision. No wonder 
that Christians long afterward used this as a picture of the Jesus they 
knew. But the prophet is concerned more with a principle than a person, 
and he offers a key to the meaning of a fate that many a courageous 
and exalted soul has met. 

Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the 
Lorp revealed? For he shall grow up before him as a tender 
plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor 
comeliness ; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that 
we should desire him. He is despised and rejected of men; a 
man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it 
were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed 
him not. 

Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: 
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for 
our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; 
and with lis stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the 
Lorp hath laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his 
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mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep 
before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. He 
was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall de- 
clare his generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the 
living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in 
his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it pleased the Lorp to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief; when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he 
shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and the pleasure 
of the Lorp shall prosper in his hand. He shall see of the travail 
of his soul, and shall be satisfied: by his knowledge shall my 
righteous servant justify many ; for he shall bear their iniquities. 
Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured 
out his soul unto death: and he was numbered with the trans- 
gressors; and he bare the sin of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors. 


I Thessalonians 5:12-22 


This brief catalogue of criticisms is applicable to many congregations 
today. It indicates Paul’s own feelings when he realized more and more 
the pettiness and backwardness of his converts. 

And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labor 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you; 
and to esteem them very highly in love for their work’s sake. 
And be at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort you, breth- 
ren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, sup- 
port the weak, be patient toward all men. See that none render 
evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, 
both among yourselves, and to all men. Rejoice evermore. Pray 
without ceasing. In everything give thanks: for this is the will 
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. 
Despise not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which 
is good. Abstain from all appearance of evil. 
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Philippians 2:1-11 

Paul sets exacting standards for his converts when he pleads with 
them to act in their own situations on the same principles that Christ 
acted in his. The more clearly one thinks of Christ the more exacting these 
principles become. 

If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort 
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and 
mercies, fulfill ye my joy, that ye be like-minded, having the 
same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be 
done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves. Look not every man 
on his own things, but every man also on the things of others. 
Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal 
with God: but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. Where- 
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name: that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


Romans 12:1-8 


It is not easy to realize that the converts to whom Paul wrote were 
hearing from him for the first time what it meant to be a Christian. 
They had no gospels to read and knew of Christ by word of mouth only. 
Paul is here showing them that the Christian life is based on inner 
thought and purpose. 

I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not con- 
formed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and accep?» 
able, and perfect, will of God. 


s 


\; 
278 AIDS TO PERSONAL AND FAMILY DEVOTIONS 


For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than 
he cught to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath 
dealt to every man the measure of. faith. For as we have many 
members in one body, and all members have not the same office: 
so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and every one mem- 
bers one of another. Having then gifts differing according to 
the grace that is given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy 
according to the proportion of faith; or ministry, let us wait 
on our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching; or he 
that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him do it 
with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he that showeth 
mercy, with cheerfulness. 


Mark 12:28-34 


In recognizing the distinction between forms and motives this scribe 
was not far from the kingdom—the kingdom that is made up of those who 
not only talk of it but act according to its principles. 

And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reason- 
ing together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, 
asked him, Which is the first commandment of all? And Jesus 
answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O 
Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first 
commandment. And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself. There is none other commandment 
greater than these. And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, 
thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none 
other but he: and to love him with all the heart, and with all 
the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the 
strength, and to love his neighbor as himself, is more than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. And when Jestis saw that 
he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from 
the kingdom of God. And no man after that durst ask him 
any question. 
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John 1:1-5, 10-12, 14, 16, 18 


The early Christians felt that all their hopes and ideals were fulfilled 
in Christ, and they did not hesitate to give Christian meanings to the 
best things they knew. The “Word,” well known in the philosophy of the 
Greeks, found its fulfillment in the greater Christian “Word” of which 
the poet sings. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him; and without him was 
not anything made that was made. In him was life; and the 
life was the light of men. And the light shineth in darkness ; and 
the darkness comprehended it not. 

He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and 
the world knew him not. He came unto his own, and his own 
received him not. But as many as received him, to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God. 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the 
Father), full of grace and truth. And of his fullness have all 
we received, and grace for grace. 

No man hath seen God at any time; the only-begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him. 


Genesis 1:1-2:3, in part 


The devout man who wrote this chapter might feel sadly mis- 
understood if he knew that it is usually read without the climax which, 
for him, marked its goal and purpose. For him the whole majestic 
procession of creation, as he understood it, moved toward the Sabbath 
as the day ordained of God from the creation of the world. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And 
the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And God said, Let there be light: and there 
was light; And God saw the light, that it was good: and God 
divided the light from the darkness. And God called the light 
Day, and the darkness he called Night. And the evening and 
the morning were the first day... . And the evening and 
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the morning were the second day. ... And the evening and 
the morning were the third day... . And the evening and the 
morning were the fourth day. ... And the evening and the 
morning were the fifth day. . . . And God said, Let us make 
man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, 
and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every 
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth. So God created 
man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; 
male and female created he them. And God blessed them, and 
God said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish 
the earth, and subdue it. ... And the evening and the morning 
were the sixth day. And on the seventh day God ended his 
work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day 
from all his work which he had made. And God blessed the 
seventh day, and sanctified it; because that in it he had rested 
from all his work which God created and made. 


II Samuel 18 :24-33 


Reading this chapter today, one forgets Absalom’s revolt against his 
father and is aware only of the heartbroken David, whose “chamber over 
the gate” has become a tragic symbol of lonely sorrow ever since. 

And David sat between the two gates: and the watchman went 
up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, and lifted up his eyes, 
and looked, and behold a man running alone. And the watchman 
cried and told the king. And the king said, If he be alone, there 
is tidings in his mouth. And he came apace, and drew near. 
And the watchman saw another man running : andthe watchman 
called unto the porter, and said, Behold another man running 
alone. And the king said, He also bringeth tidings. And the 
watchman said, Me thinketh the running of the foremost is like 
the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok. And the king said, 
He is a good man, and cometh with good tidings. ’ 

And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is well. 
And he feli down to the earth upon his face before the king, 
and said, Blessed be the Lorp thy God, which hath delivered up 
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the men that lifted up their hand against my lord the king. And 
the king said, Is the young man Absalom safe? And Ahimaaz 
answered, When Joab sent the king’s servant, and me thy 
servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew not what it was. And 
the king said unto him, Turn aside, and stand here. And he 
turned aside, and stood still. 

And, behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings, my lord 
the king; for the Lorp hath avenged thee this day of all them 
that rose up against thee. And the king said unto Cushi, Is the 
young man Absalom safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies 
of my lord the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee 
hurt, be as that young man is. And the king was much moved, 
and went up to the chamber over the gate, and wept; and as 
he went, thus he said, O my son Absalom, my son, my son 
Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my 
son, my son! 


Psalm 121 

Not from the hills, splendid as they are, but from their divine Maker 
come the help and protection in which the faithful can safely trust. 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills; 

From whence cometh my help? 

My help cometh from the Lorp, 

Which made heaven and earth. 


He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: 

He that keepeth thee will not slumber. 
Behold, *he that keepeth Israel 

Shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lorp is thy keeper: 

The Lorp is thy shade upon thy right hand. 
The sun shall not smite thee by day, 

Nor, theymoon by night. 

The Lorp shall preserve thee from all evil: 
He shall preserve thy soul. 

The Lorp shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
From this time forth, and even for evermore. 
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Psalm 130 


These words must have come from one who was profoundly penitent ; 
he prays so simply and movingly to God for forgiveness that he has 
spoken for all, ever since, “who do truly and earnestly repent of their 
sins.” 


Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O Lorn. 
Lord, hear my voice: 

Let thine ears be attentive 

To the voice of my supplications. 

If thou, Lorp, shouldest mark iniquities, 

O Lord, who shall stand? 

But there is forgiveness with thee, 

That thou mayest be feared. 

I wait for the Lorp, my soul doth wait, 

And in his word do I hope. 

My soul waiteth for the Lord 

More than they that watch for the morning: 

I say, more than they that watch for the morning. 
Let Israel hope in the Lorn: 

For with the Lorp there is mercy, 

And with him is plenteous redemption. 

And he shall redeem Israel 

From all his iniquities. 


Psalm 139, in part 


Who has not occasionally met saintly souls who seem to live con- 
stantly in the divine presence, where perfect love has, cast out fear? 


I sought the Lord, and afterward I knew 

He moved my soul to seek him, seeking me; 
It was not I that found, O Saviour true, 

No, I was found of thee. 


O Lorp, thou hast searched me, and known me, 
Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, 
Thou understandest my thought afar off. 

Thou compassest my path and my lying down, 
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And art acquainted with all my ways. 

For there is not a word in my tongue, 

But, lo, O Lorp, thou knowest it altogether. 

Thou hast beset me behind and before, 

And laid thine hand upon me. 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; 

It is high, I cannot attain unto it. 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit ? 

Or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: 

If I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there. 

If I take the wings of the morning, 

And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, 

And thy right hand shall hold me. 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; 

Even the night shall be light about me. 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; 

But the night shineth as the day: 

The darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! 

How great is the sum of them! 

If I should count them, they are more in number than the 
sand : 

When I awake, I am still with thee. 

Search me, O God, and know my heart: 

Try me, and know my thoughts: 

And see if there be any wicked way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlasting. 


Isaiah 1:10-17 


Even tgday one can feel the burning intensity of these passionate 
words inwwhich the prophet Isaiah was fighting another battle in the 
agelong conflict between organized religion and ethical conduct. Chris- 
tians today do not offer burnt offerings and such sacrifices; but they bring 
other kinds of offerings; they keep special days; they call assemblies, 
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have solemn meetings, and make many prayers in much the same way 
that the prophet condemns. 

Hear the word of the Lorn, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear 
unto the law of our God, ye people of Gomorrah. To what 
purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the 
Lorp: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat 
of fed beasts; and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or 
of lambs, or of he goats. When ye come to appear before me, 
who hath required this at your hand, to tread my courts? Bring 
no more vain oblations ; incense is an abomination unto me; the 
new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot 
away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn meeting. Your new 
moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a 
trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them. And when ye spread 
forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when 
ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of 
blood. Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your 
doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do 
well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, plead for the widow. 


Isaiah 55:6-11 


The real “Word of God,” as the prophet thought of it, was far greater 
than anything that could be written. For him it meant the divine power 
at work, as when God said, Let there be light. God’s word, for the 
prophet, was God’s will in action. And it can still be found—if sought! 


Seek ye the Lorp while he may be found, call ye upon him 
while he is near. Let the wicked forsake his way,,and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the Lorp, 
and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the Lorp. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. For as the 
rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth 
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth 
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and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the 
eater: so shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: 
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I 
sent it. 


Daily Readings and Prayers for a Month 


A WEEK WITH THE GOSPEL OF LUKE 


The First Day (Suitable for Sunday) 


From the days of Jesus till now the observance of the Sabbath by 
the orthodox Jew has been far more exacting than the observance of 
Sunday by most Christians. Jesus’ rejection of the common legalism of 
his day is still a revolutionary idea in religion. 

And it came to pass on the second sabbath after the first, 
that he went through the cornfields; and his disciples plucked 
the ears of corn, and did eat, rubbing them in their hands. And 
certain of the Pharisees said unto them, Why do ye that which 
is not lawful to do on the sabbath days? And Jesus answering: 
them said, Have ye not read so much as this, what David did, 
when himself was an hungred, and they which were with him; 
how he went into the house of God, and did take and eat the 
showbread, and gave also to them that were with him; which it 
is not lawful to eat but for the priests alone? And he said 
unto them, That the Son of man is Lord also of the sabbath. 

—Luke 6:1-5 

O God, our guardian by night, our guide by day; thou hast 
led us forth from darkness into the light of life, and it is thy 
day. May it be a holy time, and passed in thy nearer presence, 
and in the love of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Whereinsoever we have erred and strayed from thy ways, 
whereinsoever we have come short, or done that which we 
ought not to have done, graciously forgive us, we beseech thee. 
Help us to turn from all evil to that which is holy and good. 
Teach us to love what is right, and to do it forever; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Merciful Father, who willest not that thy children should 
wander in darkness ; pour the light of thy Spirit into our minds 
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and hearts, that we may discover what is thy holy will, and 
discern the true from the false, the evil from the good, that we 
may henceforth walk in all humility in the paths of heavenly 
wisdom and peace, to the glory of thy holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Second Day 


The homely humor and common sense of Jesus are nowhere more in 
evidence than here. Of course no one ever had a beam of wood in his 
eye, nor expected thorny weeds to bear grapes, but in these broad strokes 
Jesus is simply sketching the absurdities to which men are carried by 
a sense of self-importance and desire for show. 

And he spake a parable unto them, Can the blind lead the 
blind? shall they not both fall into the ditch? The disciple is 
not above his master: but everyone that is perfect shall be as 
his master. 

And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother’s eye, 
but perceivest not the beam that is in thine own eye? Either 
how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me pull out the 
mote that is in thine eye, when thou thyself beholdest not the ' 
beam that is in thine own eye Thou hypocrite, cast out first 
the beam out of thine own eye, and then shalt thou see clearly 
to pull out the mote that is in thy brother’s eye. 

For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth 
a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. For every tree is known 
by his gwn fruit. For of thorns men do not gather figs, nor of 
a bramble bush gather they grapes. A good man out of the 
good treasure of his heart bringeth forth that which is good; 
and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart bringeth 
forth that which is evil: for of the abundance of the heart his 
mouth speaketh. —Luke 6:39-45 


Almighty and all-merciful God, our Father in heaven; grant 
that we may desire and will, both now in our prayers, and at all 
times in our life, what is pleasing to thee. Give us grace that we 
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may never have any wish which we cannot bring to thee, nor 
any purpose in which we cannot seek thy help. So may our 
spirits be ever at one with thee, and our prayers such as thou 
wilt hear and answer ; according to thy lovingkindness declared 
unto us through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O heavenly Father, shed forth thy blessed Spirit richly on 
all the members of this household. Make each one of us an 
instrument in thy hands for good. Purify our hearts; strengthen 
our minds and bodies; fill us with mutual love. Let no pride, 
no self-conceit, no rivalry, no dispute, ever spring up among 
us. Make us earnest and true, wise and prudent, giving no just 
cause for offence; and may thy holy peace rest upon us this 
day and every day, sweetening our trials, cheering us in our 
work, and keeping us faithful to the end; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 


‘The Third Day 


If one reads these words with any care, they inevitably raise the 

question as to how the seed which is “the word of God” fares in his own 
‘case: does it wither away and die, or does it grow and bear fruit? 

And he spake by a parable: A sower went out to sow his seed: 
and as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trodden 
down, and the fowls of the air devoured it. And some fell upon 
a rock; and as soon as it was sprung up, it withered away, be- 
cause it lacked moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the 
thorns sprang up with it, and choked it. And other fell on good 
ground, and sprang up, and bare fruit an hundredfold. 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. Those 
by the wayside are they that hear; then cometh the devil, and 
taketh away the word out of their hearts, lest they should be- 
lieve and be saved. They on the rock are they, which, when they 
hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, which 
for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall away. And 
that which fell among thorns are they, which, when they have 
heard, go forth, and are choked with cares and riches and pleas- 
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ures of this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. But that 
on the good ground are they, which in an honest and good 
heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with 
patience —Luke 8:4-8, 11-15 


Most gracious Father, who willest us to give thanks for all 
things, to dread nothing but the loss of thee, and to cast all our 
cares on thee, who carest for us; preserve us from faithless 
fears and worldly anxieties, and grant that no clouds of this 
mortal life may hide from us the light of that love which is 
immortal, and from which nothing can separate us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O God, who hast taught us by Jesus Christ that except we be- 
come as little children we cannot enter into the kingdom of 
heaven; give us a childlike spirit, that we may seek to know 
thy truth and do thy will. May it please thee, of thy great 
mercy, ministering grace to us in the time of our temptation and 
our failing purpose, to enable us to strive against the spirit of 
pride, envy, and selfishness and to overcome all evil; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Fourth Day 


Jesus spoke the parable of the good Samaritan in answer to the 
question, “Who is my neighbor?” One would like to know what the 
Samaritan would have said had he been asked: “What did this man ever 
do for you? What do you get out of it?” 

Jesus said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his 
raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 
And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and 
when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. And likewise 
a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, 

and passed by on the other side. But a certain Samaritan, as 
he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he 
had compassion on him, and went to him, and bound up his 
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wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, 
and brought him to an inn, and took care of him. And on the 
morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave 
them to the host, and said unto him, Take care of him; and 
whatsoever thou spendest more, when I come again, I will 
repay thee. Which now of these three, thinkest thou, was 
neighbor unto him that fell among the thieves? And he said, 
He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus unto him, Go, 
and do thou likewise. —Luke 10:30-37 


O thou most holy and ever-loving God, we thank thee once 
more for the quiet rest of the night that has gone by, for the 
new promise that has come with this fresh morning, and for the 
hope of this day. While we have slept, the world in which we live 
has swept on, and we have rested under the shadow of thy love. 
May we trust thee this day for all the needs of the body, the 
soul, and the spirit. Give us this day our daily bread. Amen. 


O God from whom we have received life and all earthly 
blessings; vouchsafe to give unto us each day what we need. 
Give unto all of us strength to perform faithfully our appointed 
tasks; bless the work of our hands and of our minds. Grant 
that we may ever serve thee, in sickness and in health, in neces- 
sity and in abundance; sanctify our joys and our trials; and 
give us grace to seek first thy kingdom and its righteousness, 
in the sure and certain faith that all else shall be added unto us; 
through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Fifth Day 


It was not the custom of Jesus to make the application of his parables. 
The last sentence of this passage seems to voice a spontaneous response 
from one of his hearers: “What a fool I would be if, in getting treasure 
for myself, I am not rich toward God!” 


And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my 
brother, that he divide the inheritance man me. And he said 
unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you? 
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And he said unto them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: 
for a man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of the things 
which he possesseth, And he spake a parable unto them, saying, 
The ground of a certain rich man brought forth plentifully: 
and he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because 
I have no room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This 
will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build greater; and 
there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say 
to my soul, Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said unto 
him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: 
then whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided ? 

So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God. —Luke 12:13-21 


Almighty God, we thank thee for rest and health, for work to 
do and strength to do it, and for all the surroundings of our life 
that make it desirable and enjoyable. Do thou raise our thoughts 
and purify our aspirations. Strengthen our wills, we beseech 
thee, on the side of what is right and good, and against what is 
wrong and evil; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O blessed Jesus, who for thirty years didst dwell in thy hum- 
ble Home in Nazareth; be with thy servants in this our home; 
keep from it all pride and selfishness and impurity, that it may 
be a dwelling place meet for thy sacred presence. Grant us to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of thee; guide us 
throughout our life on earth; comfort us in all troubles; 
strengthert us in all weakness; and bring us at last to thy 
home in heaven; where, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
thou livest and reignest, one God, world without end. Amen 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Sixth Day 


a. ; ts ele 
Taken by themselves these words suggest a life quite impossible in the 
world as we know it; but in the world as Jesus pictured it, a world 
peopled by those who live according to the Golden Rule, such a life is 


not incredible at all. 


\ 
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And he said unto his disciples, Therefore I say unto you, Take 
no thought for your life, what ye shall eat; neither for the 
body, what ye shall put on. The life is more than meat, and the 
body is more than raiment. Consider the ravens; for they neither 
sow nor reap; which neither have storehouse nor barn; and God 
feedeth them: how much more are ye better than the fowls? 
And which of you with taking thought can add to his stature 
one cubit? If ye then be not able to do that thing which is least, 
why take ye thought for the rest? Consider the lilies how they 
grow: they toil not, they spin not; and yet I say unto you, That 
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. lf 
then God so clothe the grass, which is today in the field, and 
tomorrow is cast into the oven; how much more will he clothe 
you, O ye of little faith? And seek not ye what ye shall eat, or 
what ye shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind. For all 
these things do the nations of the world seek after: and your 
Father knoweth that ye have need of these things. But rather 
seek ye the kingdom of God; and all these things shall be added 
unto you. —Luke 12:22-31 


Eternal God, who delightest to hear the cry of the contrite 
heart; by thy Holy Spirit so teach us to pray that we may enter 
into living communion with thee and all our worship may be 
acceptable in thy sight. As we wait before the throne of the 
heavenly grace, unite our minds in one solemn act of adoration, 
that our desires may ascend like incense acceptable unto thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who by the example of thy dear Son hast warned us 
that we should work thy works while it is day, before the night 
cometh when no man can work; keep us from sloth and idleness, 
and from the misuse of those talents which thou hast committed 
to our trust. Enable us to perform our several duties with such 
care and diligence that our work may never be reproved in thy 
sight. And forasmuch as the needful business of this life is apt 
to steal away our hearts from thee, give us grace to remember 
that we have a Master in heaven, and to do everything in single- 
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ness of heart, as unto thee and not unto men; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Seventh Day 


Two men embody answers to the question, “Are you as good as you 
ought to be?” One of them, thinking in terms of himself, felt that he was 
good enough and said, “I have a perfect claim.’ The other, thinking in 
terms of God, knew God’s mercy to be his only hope and said, “I can 
make no claim.” 

And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in them- 
selves that they were righteous, and despised others: Two men 
went up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the 
other a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with 
himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. I fast 
twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess. And the 
publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes 
unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful 
to me a sinner. I tell you, this man went down to his house 
justified rather than the other: for everyone that exalteth him- 
self shall be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be 
exalted. —Luke 18:9-14 


Most holy and gracious God, who turnest the shadow of night 
into morning; satisfy us early with thy mercy, that we may 
rejoice and be glad all the day. Lift the light of thy countenance 
upon us; calm every troubled thought; and guide our feet into 
the way of peace. Perfect thy strength in our weakness, and 
help us to worship thee in the spirit of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Heavenly Father, when from time to time we enter thy 
temple te pray, help us to come to thee with such a sense of 
thy love for us, and of our own need of all that thou alone 
canst give, that our worship may be acceptable in thy sight; 
and grant that we ourselves may carry with us the spirit of 
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devotion and humility which dwelleth with those who worship 
. thee in spirit and in truth. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


A WEEK WITH THE PSALMISTS 


The Eighth Day (Suitable for Sunday) 


Many of the temple songs were really anthems of praise and thanks- 
giving. This is one of them, and it springs from the profound conviction 
that God is the source of justice and welfare for the world. 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; 

And cause his face to shine upon us. 

That thy way may be known upon earth, 

Thy saving health among all nations. 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

Let all the people praise thee. 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: 

For thou shalt judge the people righteously, 

And govern the nations upon earth. 

Let the people praise thee, O God; 

Let all the people praise thee. 

Then shall the earth yield her increase; 

And God, even our own God, shall bless us. 

God shall bless us; 

And all the ends of the earth shall fear him. —Ps. 67 


Almighty God, we praise thee for the mercies which thou 
hast bestowed upon us as a household, and we beseech thee to 
bless all the families of earth with a Father’s blessing. Look 
mercifully upon the lonely, the weary, and the heavy-laden, and 
grant them rest unto their souls. Shed abroad the holy influ- 
ence of the Lord’s Day throughout our land, and keep our whole 
country, with those who are chosen to govern it, in the way of 
righteousness and peace. We commend to thy fatherly good- 
ness all who are near and dear to us, wherever they may be 
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today, praying thee to watch over them, to provide for them, 
and to bless them in body and soul; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Now unto him who is able to do exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh 
in us, unto him be glory in the Church by Christ Jesus, through- 
out all ages, world without end. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 


The Ninth Day 


Here speaks one who, out of bitter spiritual experience, has learned 
that he can find happiness and peace in God alone. The prosperity of the 
wicked no longer upsets him. He has found more than the wicked can 
ever gain. 

Truly God is good to Israel, 

Even to such as are of a clean heart. 

But as for me, my feet were almost gone; 

My steps had well nigh slipped. 

For I was envious at the foolish, 

When I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 

Nevertheless I am continually with thee: 

Thou hast holden me by my right hand. 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, 

And afterward receive me to glory. 

Whom have I in heaven but thee? 

And there is none upon earth that I desire beside thee. 

My flesh and my heart faileth: 

But God is the strength of my heart, and my portion forever. 

For lo, they that are far from. thee shall perish. 

But it is good for me to draw near to God: 

I have put my trust in the Lord Gon, 

That I may declare all thy works. —Ps. 73, in part 


v - 
We beseech thee, O Lord, remember all for good; have 
mercy upon all, O God. Remember every soul who, being in 
any affliction or trouble, standeth in need of thy mercy and help, 
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all who are in necessity or distress. Thou, O Lord, art the 
helper of the helpless, the hope of the hopeless. Be thou 
within us to strengthen us, without us to keep us, above us to 
protect us, beneath us to uphold us, before us to direct us, be- 
hind us to keep us from straying, round about us to defend 
us. Blessed be thou,-O Lord our Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Grant us, O Lord, to pass this day in gladness and peace, 
without stumbling and without stain, that, reaching the even- 
tide victorious over all temptations, we may praise thee, the 
eternal God, who art blessed forever, world without end. Amen. 


THE LORDS PRAYER 


The Tenth Day 


There may not be many Christians today who feel toward their 
church as this devout poet felt toward the temple, but the ardor of his 
devotion is a reminder that true religion is nourished and sustained by 
the sincere souls to whom it is as real as it was to the writer of this 
psalm. 

How amiable are thy tabernacles, 

O Lorp of hosts! 

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the 

Lorp: 

My heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God. 

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, 

And the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her 

young, 

Even thine altars, O Lorp of hosts, my King arid my God. 

Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: 

They will be still praising thee. 

Blessed is the man whose strength is in thee; 

In whose heart are the ways of them: 

Who passing through the valley of Baca make it a: well; 

The rain also filleth the pools. 

They go from strength to strength; 

Every one of them in Zion appeareth before God. 
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O Lorp God of hosts, hear my prayer: 
Give ear, O God of Jacob. 


Behold, O God our shield, 

And look upon the face of thine anointed. 

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. 

I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, 

Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

For the Lorp God is a sun and shield: 

The Lorn will give grace and glory; 

No good thing will he withhold from them that walk up- 
rightly. 

O Lorp of hosts, 

Blessed is the man that trusteth in thee. —Ps. 84 


O God, who art Truth and Spirit; help us in spirit and in 
truth to worship thy great name, not acknowledging thee in one 
place or at one time only, but in every place and at every time, 
in all we do and in all we see, in our work and in our rest, 
in our laughter and our tears, in loneliness and in fellowship, 
in the eye of day and in the shadow of night, beneath the open 
sky as in the house of prayer, in the heart of the little child 
as in the wisdom of the man, in the fullness of health and 
strength and happiness as in the valley of the shadow of death; 
through which, O Father Almighty, do thou in thy mercy bear 
us to never-ending life and light and love. Amen. 

Strengthen our hearts, O Lord, to obey thy commandments ; 
may the dayspring from on high visit us and give light to us 
who sit in darkness. Direct our steps this day that we may 
adore thee for thy majesty, follow thee for thy truth, desire 
thee for thy mercy, who art the blessed Lord God for evermore. 


Amen. 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 


€ 


v & 
The Eleventh Day 


No comment can reflect adequately the impression of grandeur one 
gets from this psalm; it strikes a cosmic note. It is worth while to read 
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along with it the metrical version made by Isaac Watts beginning, “O 
God, our help in ages past.” 


Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place 

In all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

Or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, 

Even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God. 

Thou turnest man to destruction ; 

And sayest, Return, ye children of men. 

For a thousand years in thy sight 

Are but as yesterday when it is past, 

And as a watch in the night. 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: 

In the morning they are like grass ‘which groweth up. 

In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; 

In the evening it is cut down, and withereth. 

For we are consumed by thine anger, 

And by thy wrath are we troubled. 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; 

And if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, 

Yet is their strength labor and sorrow; 

For it is soon cut off, and we fly away. 

So teach us to number our days, 

That we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

O satisfy us early with thy mercy; 

That we may rejoice and be glad all our days. 

Make us glad according to the days wherein thou hast afflicted 
us, 

And the years wherein we have seen evil. 

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, 

And thy glory unto their children. 

And let the beauty of the Lorp our God be upon_us: 

And establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 

Yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 


—Ps, 90. iv. port 
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We offer unto thee, O Lord, our praises and thanksgivings 
for all thy mercies multiplied upon us, more than we can 
number and far greater than we can express. More especially 
do we praise thee for those spiritual blessings which thou hast 
revealed to us in the life of thy dear Son. Eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the 
things which thou, O God, hast prepared for those that love 
thee. Give us grace to love thee more and more, till we come 
to thine everlasting kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Let thy mercy, O Lorp, be upon us, and the brightness of thy 
Spirit illumine our inward souls, that he may kindle our cold 
hearts, and light up our dark minds; who abideth evermore 
with thee in thy glory. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Twelfth Day 


As long ago as when this psalm was written, men looked forward 
to a time when righteousness, justice, and joy should cover the earth 
because of the presence of God. No wonder that such glad hymns as 
this were written and sung. 

© sing unto the Lorp a new song; 

For he hath done marvelous things : 

His right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory. 

The Lorp hath made known his salvation: 

His righteousness hath he openly showed in the sight of the 

nations. 

He hath remembered his mercy and his truth toward the 

house of Israel: 

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 

Make a joyful noise unto the Lor», all the earth: 

Make @ loud noise, and rejoice, and sing praise. 

Sing tinto the Lorp with the harp; 

With the harp, and the voice of a psalm. 

With trumpets and sound of cornet 
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Make a joyful noise before the Lorn, the King. 

Let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof ; 

The world, and they that dwell therein. 

Let the floods clap their hands: 

Let the hills be joyful together 

Before the Lorp; for he cometh to judge the earth: 

With righteousness shall he judge the world, 

And the people with equity. —Ps. 98 


Almighty and everlasting God, strengthen by thy presence all 
who dwell in this house, and be thou present with us this day 
in all our duties; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, lift up the light of thy countenance upon us; let 
thy peace rule in our hearts, and may it-be our strength and our 
song in the house of our pilgrimage. We commit ourselves to 
thy care and keeping this day; let thy grace be mighty in us 
and sufficient for us, and let it work in us both to will and to 
do of thine own good pleasure, and grant us strength for all 
the duties of the day. Keep us from sin. Give us the rule over 
our own spirits, and keep us from speaking unadvisedly with 
our lips. May we live together in peace and holy love, and do 
thou command thy blessing upon us, even life for evermore. 
Prepare us for all the events of the day, for we know not 
what a, day may bring forth. Give us grace to deny ourselves, 
to take up our cross daily, and to follow in the steps of our 
Master, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Thirteenth Day 


This psalmist significantly omits any word that would suggest self- 
importance or special deserving on his own part, but turns attention 
wholly toward God and God’s loving care. 

Bless the Lorp, O my soul: 

And all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

Bless the Lorp, O my soul, 

And forget not all his benefits. 
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Who forgiveth all thine iniquities ; 

Who healeth all thy diseases ; 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction ; 

Who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies ; 
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things ; 

So that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s. 

The Lorp executeth righteousness 

And judgment for all that are oppressed. 

He made known his ways unto Moses, 

His acts unto the children of Israel. 

The Lorp is merciful and gracious, 

Slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 

He will not always chide: 

Neither will he keep his anger forever. 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; 

Nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. 

For as the heaven is high above the earth, 

So great is his mercy toward them that. fear him. 
As far as the east is from the west, 

So far hath he removed our transgressions from us. 


—Ps. 103, Part 1 


We give this day hearty thanks for the rest of the past night 
and for the gift of a new day, with its opportunities of pleasing 
thee. Grant that we may so pass its hours in the perfect freedom 
of thy service that at eventide we may again give thanks unto 
thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. iced 

We seeks thee daily, our Father, and daily thou offerest thy- 
self to be found. Whensoever we seek we find thee: in the 
house, in the fields, in the temple, in the highway. Whatsoever 
we do, whether we eat or drink, whether we work, meditate, 
or pray, thou art ever with us, we feel some measure of thy 
mercies and thy love. Oh continue thy lovingkindness toward 
us, that alf the world may see that thy power, thy mercy, and 
thy love endure forever; through Jesus Christ thy Son our 


Lord. Amen. 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 


302 AIDS TO PERSONAL AND FAMILY DEVOTIONS 


The Fourteenth Day 


One is inclined to think that Jesus, in such a psalm as this, found a 
background for his thought of God as Father, an idea which, because 
of his use of it, has become central in Christian thought. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, 

So the Lorp pitieth them that fear him. 

For he knoweth our frame; 

He remembereth that we are dust, 

As for man, his days are as grass: 

As a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; 

And the place thereof shall know it no more. 

But the mercy of the Lorn is from everlasting to everlasting 

upon them that fear him, 

And his righteousness unto children’s children ; 

To such as keep his covenant, 

And those that remember his commandments to do them. 

The Lorp hath prepared his throne in the heavens; 

And his kingdom ruleth over all. 

Bless the Lorp, ye his angels, 

That excel in strength, that do his commandments, 

Hearkening unto the voice of his word. 

Bless ye the Lorn, all ye his hosts; 

Ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. 

Bless the Lorp, all his works 

In all places of his dominion: 

Bless the Lorp, O my soul. —==Ps. 103, Part x2, 


O God, the might of all them that put their trust in thee; 
grant that we may triumph over all that makes war upon our 
souls; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O heavenly Father, we humbly beseech thee to give unto this 
household, and unto each member of it in particular, a desire 
and taste for the things that are high and spiritual, the love of 
holiness, and the longing for the life of heaven. Grant that 
whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honorable, 
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whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely and of good report, if there be anything 
which is unselfish and generous, if there be anything which 
thou wilt accept and reward, we may think on these things, and 
by the help of thy Holy Spirit may order our lives and form our 
characters according to them; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 


A WEEK WITH THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
The Fifteenth Day (Suitable for Sunday) 


The familiarity of these words should not cause them to be taken 
primarily as texts to be learned or even as doctrines which Jesus pro- 
claimed. They are rather reflections of the faith, the hope, and the 
courage of Jesus himself, springing immediately out of the religion which 
he himself believed and practiced. 

And seeing the multitudes, he went up into a mountain: and 
when he was set, his disciples came unto him: and he opened his 
mouth, and taught them, saying: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
néss: for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

Blessedare they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake: 
for theirs’ is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
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heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you. —Matt. 5:1-12 


Almighty God, from whom every good prayer cometh, and 
who pourest out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and 
supplication; deliver us, when we draw nigh to thee, from 
coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with steadfast 
thoughts, and kindled affections, we may worship thee in spirit 
and in truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, our heavenly Father, at the beginning of another 
week we come to thee for help and light. Grant, we beseech thee, 
that we may hallow this day of rest to thy service, and find 
in thee all peace and strength. Quicken our devotion, that we 
may serve thee in spirit and in truth, and lay a good foundation 
for our coming work. Be with us in all the public services 
of thy day, that we may join in them with heart and soul, and 
receive the blessing which thou hast promised to all who sin- 
cerely pray to thee and faithfully hear thy word. This we ask 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Sixteenth Day 


It is a testimony to the supreme place Jesus had in the thought 
of the first Christians that, with their Jewish background, they should 
have seen in him the fulfillment of both law and prophecy. His 
teaching was not, for them, a substitute for the integrity taught by 
his predecessors, but a further building upon the foundations they 
had laid. > 

Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his 
savor, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for 
nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 
Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot 
be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, 
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Think not that I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: 
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I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily I say unto 
you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in 
no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever 
therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of 
heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall 
be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I say unto you, 
That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness 
of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the 
kingdom of heaven. —Matt. 5:13-20 


O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and light 
riseth up in darkness for the godly; grant us, in all doubts 
and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou wouldest have us to 
do, that the Spirit of wisdom may save us from all false choices, 
and that in thy light we may see light, and in thy straight path 
may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Thou in whose hand are the hearts of thy creatures, shed 
abroad thy peace upon the world. By the might of thy Holy 
Spirit quench the pride, and anger, and greediness which 
cause man to strive against man, and people against people. 
Lead all nations in the ways of mutual help and good will, and 
hasten the time when the earth shall confess thee indeed for its 
Saviour and King, and no evil deeds of man shall defile thy 
glorious creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Seventeenth Day 

A passage like this throws an interesting and convincing light on the 
character of Jesus himself. He felt that there were far more important 
things than legal decisions, cloaks, or retaliations. Not only did he not 
seek such satisfactions, but he harbored no spirit of revenge and was 
always ready to do or to give more than was asked. 

Yevhave heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a 
tooth for a tooth: but I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also. And if any man will sue thee at the law, and take 
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away thy coat, let him have thy cloak also. And whosoever shall 
compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that 
asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not 
thou away. 

Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor, and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you; that ye may be the children of your Father which is in 
heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye 
love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even 
the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, 
what do ye more than others? do not even the publicans so? 
Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect. _ —Matt. 5:38-48 


Father in heaven, whether it be thy will to give or to with- 
hold the thing that we ask, grant that our prayers may always 
draw our hearts nearer to thee; for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

O God, who knowest all things, and from whom nothing is 
hid; thou hast seen fit to limit our knowledge, and to set before 
us the slow learning of thy works and ways. Grant us grace 
to accept the mystery of life with a humble heart, to adore thine 
unsearchable majesty with a reverent mind, and to grow in 
wisdom daily, as more and more the order and beauty of thy 
universe are made clear to us by true science. Thus may the 
reason which thou hast given confirm the faith without which 
we cannot please thee; until at last we know even as we are 
known in Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen, 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Eighteenth Day 


Only one whose trust in God was profound and secure could pray 
in such a manner as this; and, although this “Lord’s Prayer” is given 
to the disciples as a guide and suggestion rather than a formula to be 
recited, it springs from the spirit of Jesus himself and his own prayers. 
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And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites 
are: for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in 
the corners of the streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily 
I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, when thou 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy 
door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father 
which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when ye 
pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they 
think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not 
ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what 
things ye have need of, before ye ask him. After this manner 
therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. For if ye forgive 
men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive 
you. but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. —Matt. 6:5-15 


O Lord, whose favor is life, and in whose presence there is 
fullness of peace and joy; grant unto us, we beseech thee, such 
an abiding sense of the reality and glory of those things which 
thou hast prepared for them that love thee as may serve to 
raise us above the vanity of this present world, both in its 
pleasures and in its necessary trials and pains, so that under 
thy guidafce and help all things here shall work together for 
our everlasting salvation ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, give us grace to contend always for what is 
true and right, and to be ready if need be to suffer for it. Give 
us not over to fearfulness of soul, but lift us into that love 
which, casteth out fear, so that we may glorify and enjoy 
thee now and forever; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


\ 
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The Nineteenth Day 


Although these words are in the form of instructions for others, they 
are more significant when recognized as reflections of the spirit and 
character of Jesus himself. His heart was in the true treasures of which 
he spoke; he served but one Master; and his followers are those who 
share these fidelities. 

When ye fast, be not, as the hypocrites, of a sad countenance : 
for they disfigure their faces, that they may appear unto men 
to fast. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But 
thou, when thou fastest, anoint thine head, and wash thy face; 
that thou appear not unto men to fast, but unto thy Father 
which is in secret: and thy Father, which seeth in secret, shall 
reward thee openly. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. The light of the body is the eye: if there- 
fore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light: 
but if thine eye be evil, thy whole body shall be full of dark- 
ness. If therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great 
is that darkness! No man can serve two masters: for either 
he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold 
to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and 
mammon. —Matt. 6:16-24 


O God, who hast taught us to keep all thy heavenly com- 
mandments by Joving thee and our neighbor; grant us the 
spirit of peace and grace, that we may be both devoted to thee 
with our whole heart, and united to each other with a pure 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God our Father, of whom the whole family in heaven and 
on earth is named ; bestow upon our household, at the beginning 
of this day, that grace which shall keep us in the fellowship of 
the Christian way: and grant unto each one of us that heavenly 
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guidance and control, in all our labors, pleasures, and trials, 
which shall maintain our hearts in peace with one another and 
with thee. Graciously help and prosper us in the doing of our 
various duties, with a willing and a cheerful mind; and defend 
us all, by thine almighty power, both from inward evil and 
from outward harm, so that, when the day is ended, it may not 
leave us in sorrow, strife, or shame, but in true unity and 
thankful rest; through thy merciful favor and thy forgiving 
love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 


The Twentieth Day 


The Golden Rule might better be called a Golden Principle, as it 
deals with motives for one’s acts rather than with rules for particular 
cases. The emphasis on motive is clear in the words about prayer that 
lead up to the rule itself. 

Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you: for everyone that asketh re- 
ceiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened. Or what man is there of you, whom if his 
son ask bread, will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, 
will he give him a serpent? If ye then, being evil, know how 
to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your 
Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask 
him? Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets. * —Matt. 7:7-12 


Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves 
to help ourselves; keep us both outwardly in our bodies and 
inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all ad- 
versities which may happen to the body, and from all evil 
thoughts which may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Lift upon us the light of thy countenance, O God, that we 
may rejoice and be glad in thee; and send into our souls the 
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purifying gift of thy pardon, that our sins may be utterly re- 
moved from us, and we may go forth with a clean spirit, a 
joyful courage, and strength sufficient for our needs, to meet 
whatever thou hast appointed for us during this day. And grant, 
O most merciful Lord, that we may neither forget the precepts 
and the promises of thy holy word, nor depart in thought, or 
word, or deed from the obedient faith of thy true children in 
Jesus Christ, Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Twenty-first Day 


As one considers what “these sayings” of Jesus tell him to do, he 
discovers that many of them tell him what to be, and that the right doing 
springs naturally from the right being. This is the way it was with 
Jesus, and it produces what might be called the well-founded life. 

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad 
is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. Not every- 
one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom 
of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in 
heaven. Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out 
devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then 
will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, 
ye that work iniquity. 

Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings ‘of mine, and 
doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built his 
house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods came, 
and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell not: 
for it was founded upon a rock. And everyone that heareth 
these sayings of mine and doeth them not, shall be likened unto 
a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and the 
rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it. 

—Matt. 7:13-14, 21-27 
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Confirm, O Lord, we pray thee, the hearts of thy children, and 
strengthen them with the power of thy grace, that they may be 
both devout in prayer to thee and sincere in love for each 
other ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who art the true sun of the world, evermore rising, 
and never going down, who by thy most wholesome appearing 
and light dost nourish and make joyful all things, as well that 
are in heaven, as also that are on earth; we beseech thee merci- 
fully and favorably to shine into our hearts, that the night and 
darkness of sin and the mists of error on every side being 
driven away, thou brightly shining within our hearts, we may 
all our life. long go without any stumbling or offense, and may 
walk as in the daytime, being pure and clean from the works, of 
darkness, and abounding in all good works which thou hast 
prepared for us to walk in. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


A WEEK WITH THE PROPHETS AND 
APOSTLES 


The Twenty-second Day (Suitable for Sunday) 


This vision or dream was so vivid and so profound, and Isaiah was 
so obedient to it, that it really serves as a spiritual summary of his whole 
career, reflecting both his devotion and his experience. 

In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord 
sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled 
the temple. Above it stood the seraphim: each one had six 
wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he 
covered his feet, and with twain he did fly. And one cried unto 
another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lorp of hosts: the 
whole earth is full of his glory. And the posts of the door moved 
at thé voice of him that cried, and the house was filled with 
smoke. Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I 
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people 
of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lorp 
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of hosts. Then flew one of the seraphim unto me, having a live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken with the tongs from off 
the altar: and he laid it upon my mouth, and said, Lo, this hath 
touched thy lips; and thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin is purged. Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us? Then said I, Here am I; 
send me. —Isa. 6:1-8 


As the hart panteth after the water brooks, O God, our 
souls do thirst after thee, that we may see thy power and thy 
glory as we have seen them in the sanctuary, and be satisfied 
with the goodness of thy house. Lead us and guide us unto thy 
holy hill, and bring us together with sweet converse to the 
place of prayer, to hear thy word of truth in the spirit, to offer 
the sacrifices of joy with thy people, and to make melody in 
our hearts with the songs of Zion. Prepare us, we beseech thee, 
for a true entrance into the secret of thy tabernacle, and bless 
thy churches everywhere this day with the clear shining of thy 
presence, that the Holy Spirit may descend on many hearts, 
and multitudes may be brought from the kingdom of Satan into 
the kingdom of thy dear Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hast revealed thy glory by 
Christ among all nations; preserve the works of thy mercy, that 
thy Church, which is spread throughout the world, may per- 
severe with steadfast faith in the confession of thy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Twenty-third Day 


There can be no doubt that if wisdom and equity controlled the world 
today this ideal of peace and happiness, dreamed of so long ago, would be 
near fulfillment. ‘ 

And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, 
and a Branch shall grow out of his roots: and the spirit of the 
Lorp shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowl- 
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edge and of the fear of the Lorn; and shall make him of quick 
understanding in the fear of the Lorn: and he shall not judge 
after the sight of his eyes, neither reprove after the hearing of 
his ears: but with righteousness shall he judge tbe poor, and 
reprove with equity for the meek of the earth: and he shall 
smite the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath 
of his lips shall he slay the wicked. And righteousness shall be 
the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the girdle of his reins. 
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf and the young lion 
and the fatling together ; and a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the 
suckling child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned 
child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’s den. They shall not 
hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the Lorp, as the waters cover 
the sea. —Isa. 11:1-9 


O God, who hast made of one blood all the nations of the 
earth; mercifully hear our supplications, and remove from the 
world forever the dreadful menace of war. Guide the rulers with 
thy counsel, and restrain the passions of the people, so that 
bloodshed may be averted and peace be preserved. By the pour- 
ing out of thy Spirit upon all flesh, quicken the sense of our 
common brotherhood; bind the nations into a new bond of 
fellowship; and hasten the time when the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O God our Father, give to the nations of the world a true 
heart of comradeship, that every people may contribute its 
excellence, to the service of all, and the whole world may go 
forward in the new and living way revealed by Jesus Christ; 
who now liveth and reigneth with thee and the Spirit of Truth, 
one God, world without end. Amen. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
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The Twenty-fourth Day 


Out of real deserts and real afflictions came these words of hope and 
faith that speak now, as they have from the day they were first spoken, 
a promise of comfort and restoration to all who are in trouble and sorrow. 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; 
and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. They shall 
see the glory of the Lorp, and the excellency of our God. 
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: 
behold, your God will come with vengeance, even God with 
a recompense; he will come and save you. 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of 
the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as 
an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness 
shall waters break out, and streams in the desert. And an 
highway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be called The 
way of holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall 
be for those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err 
therein. No lion shall be there, nor any ravenous beast shall go up 
thereon, it shall not be found there: but the redeemed shall 
walk there: and the ransomed of the Lorp shall return, and 
come to Zion with songs and everlasting joy upon their heads: - 
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away. —Isa. 35:1-6, 8-10 


O Thou who art beyond our sight, above our thought, infinite, 
eternal, and unsearchable; thy wisdom shines in all thy works; 
thy glory is shown in thy goodness to men; and thy grace and 
truth are revealed in Christ. Therefore we adore thee, our 
Father and our God, for ever and ever. Amen. 


Most heartily do we thank thee, O Lord, for thy mercies of 
every kind, and thy loving care over all thy creatures. We bless 
thee for the many tokens of thy love, especially for the saving 
knowledge of thy dear Son our Saviour, and for the living 
presence of thy Spirit, our Comforter. We thank thee for 
friendship and duty, for good hopes and precious memories, 
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for the joys that cheer us, and for the trials that teach us to 
trust in thee. O heavenly Father, make us wise unto a right 
use of thy benefits, and so direct us that in word and deed we 
may show gratitude to thee; in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Twenty-fifth Day 


The Jews in Babylon, who had been taken there as captives from 
Jerusalem, must have found this letter hardly credible; but today one 
can see that it marks one of the steps in the long process of learning 
that God is everywhere immediately accessible. 

Now these are the words of the letter that Jeremiah the 
prophet sent from Jerusalem unto the residue of the elders which 
were carried away captives, saying, Thus saith the Lorn of hosts, 
the God of Israel, unto all that are carried away captives, whom 
I have caused to be carried away from Jerusalem unto Babylon; 
Build ye houses, and dwell in them; and plant gardens, and eat 
the fruit of them; take ye wives, and beget sons and daughters ; 
and take wives for your sons, and give your daughters to hus- 
bands, that they may bear sons and daughters; that ye may be 
increased there, and not diminished. And seek the peace of the 
city whither I have caused you to be carried away captives, and 
pray unto the Lorp for it: for in the peace thereof shall ye 
have peace. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
saith the Lorp, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you 
an expected end. Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go 
and pray unto me, and I will hearken unto you. And ye shall 
seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all 
your heart. ' —Jer. 29:1, 4-7, 11-13 


Almighty God, we thank thee for thy manifold mercies to 
us and to mankind. For the gift of life in body and in spirit, 
we thank thee; for health and strength, for our senses and a 
sound mind, we thank thee; for house and home, for food and 
raiment, for love and friendship, we thank thee; for a place in 
our country, and in the human brotherhood, and in the great 
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Kingdom of Christ, we thank thee. Lord, help us to value all 
thy mercies more and more, and so to use them that we may live 
to thy glory, and do good to our fellow men, and thus enter 
fully into the joy of Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

Hear thy children, heavenly Father, as we make our suppli- 
cation for our daily needs. Guard us and our dear ones amid the 
perils and dangers of this troubled world. Give us strength in 
our labors, wisdom in our perplexities, courage in our trials, 
patience in our sorrows, and a pure heart in all our joys. As 
thou knowest what we lack, supply all our need according to the 
riches of thy love; and bless us every one for Christ’s sake. 
Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


J 


The Twenty-sixth Day 


In this brief dialogue the prophet first rebukes the people. Then the 
penitent people, as one man, ask, “Wherewith shall I come . . .?” and to 
this question the prophet replies in words that strikingly anticipate the 
words of Jesus about the two supreme commandments. 

Hear ye now what the Lorn saith; Arise, contend thou be- 
fore the mountains, and let the hills hear thy voice. Hear ye, O 
mountains, the Lorp’s controversy, and ye strong foundations 
of the earth: for the Lorp hath a controversy with his people, 
and he will plead with Israel. O my people, what have I done 
unto thee? and wherein have I wearied thee? testify against me. 
For I brought thee up out of the land of Egypt, and redeemed 
thee out of the house of servants. O my people, remember now; 
that ye may know the righteousness of the Lorp. 

Wherewith shall I come before the Lorp, and bow myself 
before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offer- 
ings, with calves of a year old? Will the Lorn be pleased with 
thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my 
body for the sin of my soul? He hath showed thee, O man, 
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what is good; and what doth the Lorp require of thee, but to do 
justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God? 
—Mic. 6:1-8 


Lord God eternal; holy, just, and merciful; we adore thee for 
the wonders of the heavens and the earth, for thy saving love 
revealed in Jesus Christ, and thy living presence made known 
by the Holy Spirit. By day and night, with voice and heart, 
praise and adoration shall be given unto thee, O Lord, from 
generation unto generation, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Heavenly Father, who art ever ready to give good things to 
them that ask thee; hear the supplications of thy children and 
supply all our needs, in body and in soul, according to thy 
knowledge and the fullness of thy love. Strengthen us to keep 
thy commandments; deliver us from our infirmities; and up- 
hold us with thy free Spirit. Enable us for those duties which 
thou hast laid upon us, that, our work being well done, we 
may enjoy the fruit of our labor, in a good conscience and a 
contented mind. And so direct us in all our ways that we may 
have the light of thy word upon our path, and the fellowship 
of thy Spirit in our hearts, and may ever continue among the 
faithful followers of thy Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 

: THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Twenty-seventh Day 


There is here an example of the way the reports about Jesus were 
circulated. They would be told in various ways depending on the occa- 
sion as well as on the reporter. Here, for instance, the earthly career of 
Jesus is described as that of a divinely directed good man. How natural! 

Then Peter said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no 
respecter of persons: but in every nation he that feareth him, 
and worketh righteousness, is accepted with him. The word 
which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by 
Jesus’ Christ (he is Lord of all): that word, I say, ye know, 
* which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from 
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Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; how God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with 
power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for God was with him. And we are 
witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the 
Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: 
him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly; not 
to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, 
even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from 
the dead. And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and 
to testify that it is he which was ordained of God to be the 
Judge of quick and dead. To him give all the prophets witness, 
that through his name whosoever believeth in him shall receive 
remission of sins. —Acts 10:34-43 


Almighty God, who by the birth of thy Holy One into the 
world didst give thy true light to dawn upon our darkness ; grant 
that, as thou hast given us to believe in the mystery of his in- 
carnation and hast made us partakers of the divine nature, so 
we may ever abide with him in this world and in the glory of 
his kingdom; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that this day which thou hast given unto us 
in mercy may be returned unto thee in service. As thou hast 
guarded us during the helpless hours of sleep, so do thou 
guide us during the appointed hours of labor; that all our 
tasks may be gladly and faithfully performed, as in thy sight; 
that our burdens may not be too heavy for us, because thine 
aid and comfort are with us continually; and that in nothing 
we may displease thee, or injure one another. But if in anything 
we fail or come short, through ignorance or weakness, O God, 
let thy fatherly wisdom correct us, and thine infinite mercy 
forgive us, and thy divine love amend our fault; through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


DAILY READINGS AND PRAYERS FOR A MONTH 319 


The Twenty-eighth Day 


The account of Paul’s good-by leaves much to the imagination. One 
cannot read these words without sympathy for the great apostle as well as 
for his friends who heard him. It seems strange that no gospel writer 
picked up these “words of the Lord Jesus.” 


And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of 
the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto them, 
Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after what 
manner I have been with you at all seasons, serving the Lord 
with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and tempta- 
tions, which befell me by the lying in wait of the Jews: and 
how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have 
showed you, and have taught you publicly, and from house to 
house, testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, re- 
pentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 
And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that shall befall me there: save that the 
Holy Ghost witnesseth in every. city, saying that bonds and 
afflictions abide me. But none of these things move me, neither 
count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my 
course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the 
Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. And now, 
behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching 
the kingdom of God, shall see my face no more. And now I 
commend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all 
them which are sanctified. I have coveted no man’s silver, or 
gold, or apparel. Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have 
ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with 
me. I have showed you all things, how that so laboring ye ought 
to support the weak, and to remember the words of the Lord 
Jesus, hdw he said, It is more blessed to give than to receive. 
And when he had thus spoken, he kneeled down, and prayed 
with them all. Acts 20:17-25, 32-36 


& 
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We praise thee, O God, with the morning light, and in the 
brightness of a new day we bless thy holy name. For all thou 
hast bestowed upon us with the gift of life, making us in thine 
own image, and granting us to share ag children in thy knowl- 
edge and thy love, in thy work and thy joy, we thank thee, 
heavenly Father. For all good things in the world, for food 
and raiment, for home and friendship, for useful tasks and 
pure pleasures, we thank thee, heavenly Father. For all spiritual 
blessings, for thy holy word, for the Christian fellowship, for 
the good example and blessed memory of thy saints, for the 
secret influence of thy Spirit, we thank thee, heavenly Father. 
And above all we bless thee for the redeeming life and death 
of thy dear Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen: 

O God, who hast commanded us tobe perfect, as thou our 
Father in heaven art perfect; put into our hearts, we pray thee, 
a continual desire to obey thy holy will. Teach us day by day 
what thou wouldest have us do, and give us grace and power 
to fulfill the same. May we never from love of ease decline the 
path which thou pointest out, nor for fear of shame turn away 
from it. Amen. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Twenty-ninth Day (Suitable for Sunday) 


Paul’s determination to preach the gospel had kept him on the go in 
spite of everything, and now he wanted to go to Rome. He got there, 
but it was as a prisoner to be tried for his life. Yet he chose to go that 
way rather than not at all. 

I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your 
faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. For God is my 
witness, whom I serve with my spirit in the gospel of his Son, 
that without ceasing I make mention of you always in my 
prayers ; making request, if by any means now at length I might 
have a prosperous journey by the will of God to come unto 
you. For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some 
spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; that is, that I 
may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both 
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of you and me. I am debtor both to the Greeks, and to the’ 
Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise. So, as much 
as in me is, I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at 
Rome also. For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ : for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; 
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. For therein is the right- 
eousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, 
The just shall live by faith. —Rom. 1:8-12, 14-17 


Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our spirits, souls, and 
bodies, for thou hast created and redeemed them, O Lord God 
Almighty. Guide us and all whom we love this day with thine 
eye, and kindle thy light in our hearts, that, thy godly knowledge 
increasing in us more and more, we may always be found to 
walk and live after thy will and pleasure; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, at the beginning of another 
week we come to thee for help and light. Grant, we beseech 
thee, that we may hallow this day of rest to thy service, and find 
in thee all peace and strength. Quicken our devotion that we 
may serve thee in spirit and in truth, and lay a good foundation 
for-our coming work. Be with us in all the public services of thy 
day, that we may join in them with heart and soul, and receive 
the blessing which thou hast promised to all who sincerely pray 
to thee and faithfully hear thy word. This we ask for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


; THE LORD’S PRAYER 


The Thirtieth Day 


Not only Paul, but unnumbered Christians since his day have found 
the love of Christ triumphant over “these things” of which Paul speaks 
and through which Paul himself had passed. Paul affirms triumphantly 
that God’s* love is invincible. 

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, 
who can be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also 
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freely give us all things? Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things 
‘to come, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Jesus 
Christ our Lord. —Rom. 831-32, 35, 37-39 


Preserve, O Lord, and deepen our trust in thee; increase our 
confidence in thy love, wisdom, and justice, that so we may not 
live without God in the world. Direct our thoughts and words 
aright this day; may integrity and uprightness preserve us and 
be expressed in everything that we do; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Give us grace, O our God, to listen to thy call, to obey thy 
voice, and to follow thy guiding. Thou leadest us to pleasures 
that never fade, to riches which no moth nor rust can corrupt 
or destroy. Unsearchable riches are in thy hand; oh give us 
grace to know thy value of them and to covet them! Thou 
leadest us to fountains of living water; suffer us not to wander 
or turn aside till we attain unto the pleasures which are at thy 
right hand for evermore. Establish, settle, strengthen us, that 
our goodness may not be like the early dew, which passeth 
away; but make us steadfast, immovable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as we know that our labor 
is not in vain in the Lord. Grant this, we beseech thee, for thy 
dear Son Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


THE LORD'S PRAYER 


The Thirty-first Day 


This matchless hymn of Christian love is an expression of our faith 
at the height of its beauty and power. 


Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and 
have not love, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
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cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
stand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all 
faith, so that I could remove mountains, but have not love, I 
am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, 
and though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, 
it profiteth me nothing. Love suffereth long, and is kind; love 
envieth not; love vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not 
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily pro- 
voked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth 
in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things, endureth all things. Love never faileth: but whether 
there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, 
they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish 
away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But when 
that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall 
be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I under- 
stood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, 
I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, 
darkly ; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, 
hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
—I Cor. 13 


O God, the God of all goodness and of all grace, who art 
worthy of a greater love than we can either give or understand ; 
fill our hearts, we beseech thee, with such love toward thee that 
nothing may seem too hard for us to do or suffer in obedience 
to thy will; and grant that thus loving thee we may become 
daily more like unto thee, and: finally obtain the crown of life 
which thou hast promised to those who love thee; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

\ THE LORD'S PRAYER 


v J 


Family Prayers 


Morning 


O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the dark- 
ness, and turnest the shadow of death into the morning; drive 
far off from us all wrong desires, incline our hearts to keep 
thy law, and guide our feet into the way of peace, that having 
done thy will with cheerfulness while it was day, we may, 


when the night cometh, rejoice to give thee thanks; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord of all good life, we pray thee to purify our lives. 
Help us each day to know more of thee, and by the power of 
thy Spirit use us to show forth thyself to others. Make us 
humble, brave, and loving; make us ready for adventure. We 
do not ask that thou wilt keep us safe, but keep us ever loyal 
to the example of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Evening 


O Lord our God, who alone makest us to dwell in safety; 
refresh with quiet sleep this night those who are wearied with 
the labors of the day, and mercifully protect from harm all 
who put their trust in thee, that, lying down in peace to take 
our rest, we may fear no evil, but confidently give ourselves 
into thy holy keeping; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Heavenly Father, who slumberest not nor sleepest ; we com- 
mend to thy gracious care and keeping ourselves and all who 
belong to us. We thank thee for the light of the day now closing, 
and for the restful night. Lift from our minds the burdens of 
waking hours; visit our bodies with refreshing sleep; through 
the darkness keep us safe and undefiled. And wake us to meet 
tomorrow’s duties in strength of body and vigor of mind, with 


324 


FAMILY PRAYERS SVAS) 


peace in our souls and courage in our hearts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, with whom there is no darkness, but the night shineth 
as the day; keep and defend us and all thy children in soul and 
body during the coming night. Make us to rest in the peace of a 
good conscience, in the faith of thy providence, in the com- 
fort of thy love, and in the hope of a better life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Home and Kindred 


O God, our heavenly Father, look in favor, we beseech thee, 
upon the homes of thy people. Defend them against all evil, and 
supply all their needs according to the riches of thy grace. Make 
them sanctuaries of purity and peace, love and joy. Bless all 
dear to us wherever they are, and grant that they and we may 
follow thee at every step of our daily life, that, though our 
paths may lead us far from one another, we may all abide 
within the safe shelter of thy love; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


For Children 


O heavenly Father, who long ago didst watch thy Son on 
earth grow in stature and in wisdom and in perféct love of 
thee ; teach, by the wondrous story of Jesus and his Church, the 
children whom thou watchest now, that they may grow into 
his likeness, loving thee, obedient to thy will, and happy in thy 
house; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For One Leaving Home 


O God, who art in every place beholding the evil and the 
good; take into thine own keeping our dear one about to start 
up his journey. Give him courage, prudence, self-control. Grant 
him a right judgment in all things. Raise up for him friends, 
if it be thy will, and deliver Aim from the snares and sorrows 
of loneliness by the power and joy of thy presence. Grant that 
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in every place he may find the house of God and the gate of 
heaven. Safeguard him with the ministry of thy never-failing 
providence, now and always; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Dedication to God’s Service 


O Lord, give thy blessing, we pray thee, to our daily work, 
that we may do it in faith and heartily, as to the Lord and not 
unto men. All our powers of body and mind are thine, and we 
would fain devote them to thy service. Sanctify them, and the 
work in which they are engaged; let us not be slothful, but 
fervent in spirit; and do thou, O Lord, so bless our efforts that 
they may bring forth in us the fruits of true wisdom. Teach us 
to seek after truth, and enable us to gain it; but grant that we 
may ever speak the truth in love, that while we know earthly 
things we may know thee, and be. known by thee, through and 
in thy Son Jesus Christ. Give us this day thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may be thine in body and spirit in all our work and all our 
pleasures ; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


For Holiness 


We bow our knees unto thee, Father, of whom the whole 
family in feaven and earth is named, that thou wouldest grant 
us, according to the riches of thy glory, to be strengthened with 
might by thy Spirit in the inner man; that Christ may dwell 
in our hearts by faith; that we, being rooted and grounded in 
love, may be able to comprehend with all saints, what is the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and height; and to know the 
love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that we might be 
filled with all the fullness of God. Amen. 


Dedication 


Since it is of thy mercy, O gracious Father, that another 
day is added to our lives, we here dedicate both our souls and 
our bodies to thee and thy service, in a sober, righteous, and 
godly life; in which resolution do thou, O merciful God, confirm 
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and strengthen us, that, as we grow in age, we may grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ. Amen, 


For Those in Distant Places 


O Lord our God, who art in every place, and from whom no 
space or distance can ever part us; take into thy holy keeping 
those from whom we are now separated, and grant that both 
they and we, by drawing near to thee, may be drawn nearer 
to one another, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For All Occasions 


O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy; increase and multiply upon us 
thy mercy, that, thou being our ruler and guide, we may so 
pass through things temporal that we finally lose not the things 
eternal. Grant this, O heavenly Father, for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Bless, O God, all the members of this our family and house- 
hold, especially those who are absent from us. Preserve them 
waking; guard them, in their going out and their coming in, 
free from sin and safe from danger; and when they sleep may 
they rest in peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 


~ 


A Treasury of Prayers 


For the Absent 


O God, our heavenly Father, we pray for N., to whom our 
hearts go out in absence. Let these our loving thoughts come up 
before thee as prayers and supplications; defend our beloved 
from danger and harm; enrich him with thy blessing; and 
grant that we may soon meet together in joy; peeouee Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


O God, merciful and gracious, who art everywhere present ; 
we beseech thee to have in thy keeping the absent members of 
our family. Let thy blessing be upon them day and night; keep 
them; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Birthdays 


Watch over thy child, O Lord, as Ms days increase; bless and 
guide him wherever he may be. Strengthen him when he 
standeth; comfort him when discouraged or sorrowful; and in 
his heart may thy peace which passeth understanding abide all 
the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Eternal Father, the giver of life, who as on this day didst 
cause thy servant, N., to be born into this world; we thank thee, 
O Lord, for all thy mercies vouchsafed to him from that time 
unto this present, humbly beseeching thee to continue thy 
gracious favor and protection unto his life’s end. Assist him in 
every time of trial; shield him in danger; relieve and comfort 
him in trouble; succor him in temptation; defend him from the 
assaults of the enemy, that Ais days here may pass away in 
peace, and when he dies he may attain unto the everlasting rest 


that remaineth for thy people; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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We beseech thee, Lord, open thy heavens; from thence may 
thy gifts descend to him. Put forth thine own hand from heaven 
and touch his head. May he feel the touch of thy hand, and 
receive the joy of the Holy Spirit, that he may remain blessed 
for evermore. Amen. 


For Blessings 


Bless all who worship thee, from the rising of the sun unto 
the going down of the same. Of thy goodness give us; with thy 
love inspire us; by thy spirit guide us; by thy power protect us; 
in thy mercy receive us, now and always. Amen. 


O holy Lord God, carry onward in us the gifts of thy grace, 
and mercifully bestow by thy Spirit what human frailty cannot 
attain; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For the Blind 


O God, who hast sent thy Son to be the true light; grant 
that they who cannot see the things of this world may be the 
more enlightened and comforted by his inward guidance. Cheer 
them in their blindness with the sense of thy presence, that, 
beholding thee with increasing love, they may be conformed to 
thy likeness, until they see thee as thou art, and awake to the 
full revelation of thy glory; through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


For Children 

O Lord Jesus Christ, we beseech thee, by the eagerness and 
obedience of thy childhood, and by thy reverence and love for 
little children, do thou guard the children of our land; do thou 
preserve them, strengthen them, and remove all that may hinder 
them from being brought up in thy faith and love; who livest 
and reignest, one God, world without end. Amen. 


Before the child can talk, parents may pray at his bedside. Thus, by 
example, the child comes to know that prayer is part of life in hts 
family. Parents may find this prayer useful: 
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O God, bless our home, our family, friends, and neighbors, 
and give us thankful hearts for all thy mercies. Amen. 
When able to talk, the child will want to join his parents in prayer. He 


may use the following, or his parents may help him to express in 
his own words his thankfulness, his love, and his desires: 


Thank you, God, for.. 
Dear Father in heaven, bless all our... 
Lord Jesus Christ, be with me today, 
And help me in all I think, do, and say. Amen 


Almighty and everlasting God, we make our humble sup- 
plications unto thee for our children. Let thy fatherly hand, we 
beseech thee, ever be over them. Let thy Holy Spirit ever be 
with them, and so lead them in the knowledge and obedience 
of thy Word, that they may have life and that abundantly; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Almighty God and heavenly Father, we thank thee for the 
children which thou hast given us; give us also grace to train 
them in thy faith, fear, and love, that as they advance in years 
they may grow in grace, and may hereafter be found in the 
number of thine elect children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst take little children into thine 
arms and bless them; bless, we beseech thee, all little children 
dear to us. Take them into the arms of thine everlasting mercy, 
keep them from all evil, and bring them into the ‘company of 
those who ever behold the face of thy Father which is in heaven; 
through the glory of thy holy name. Amen. 


Almighty God, giver of all good things ; mercifully behold this 
thy child now going forth in thy name to school; so replenish 
him with the truth of thy doctrine and adorn him with innocency 
of life that both by word and good example he may faithfully 
serve thee to the glory of thy name and the edification of thy 
Church; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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For Christian Graces 


O Lord, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth; 
make us long-suffering and patient, cordial and sympathizing, 
kind and good. Teach us to hold and speak the truth in love, 
and to show mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Christlikeness 


Grant, O Father, that as we move in the world of men, they - 
may take knowledge of us that we have been with thy Son 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


O God, who hast given unto us thy Son to be an example 
and a help to our weakness in following the path that leadeth 
unto life; grant us so to be his disciples that we may walk in 
his footsteps. Amen. 


On Joining the Church 


Strengthen, O Lord, by thy Holy Spirit, thy servant [child] 
who is now about to take the vows of membership in the 
Church. Grant that he may confess thee boldly before men and 
may grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ and be found worthy to be numbered among thy 
people; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Commendations 


Let thy fatherly hand, we beseech thee, ever be over us; let 
thy Holy Spirit ever be with us, and so lead us in the knowledge 
and obedience of thy Word; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Into thy hands, O God, we commit ourselves this day. May 
we remefnber that thine eye is upon us, that thou seest all we do, 
and knowest all we think, and carest for all our joys and our 
sorrows. Look in tender love upon each one of us, and keep us; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Confession 


I know, O Lord, and do with all humility acknowledge myself 
an object altogether unworthy of thy love; but sure I am thou 
art an object altogether worthy of mine. I am not good enough 
to serve thee, but thou hast a right to the best service I can 
pay. Do thou then impart to me some of that excellence, and 
that shall supply my own want of worth. Help me to cease from 
. sin according to thy will, that I may be capable of doing thee 
service according to my duty. Amen. 


O Lord, we acknowledge our failures and defects ; we humbly 
confess our errors and our sins; we beseech thee to pardon and 
forgive us, to deliver us from the burden of transgression, and 
to release us from the power of sin; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O Lord our God, give unto us thy servants the spirit of true 
repentance, and take away from us all that separates us from 
thee. Assist us by thy Holy Spirit to show true sorrow for our 
sins, and to form a sincere resolution to amend our lives ac- 
cording to thy holy word. Have mercy on us, and succor us 
with thy grace; make in us new and contrite hearts, and pardon 
all our offences; for the sake of our Redeemer Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


O Almighty God, give us grace to approach thee at this time 
with penitent and believing hearts. We confess that we have 
sinned against thee and are not worthy to be called thy children; 
yet do thou in mercy keep us as thy children. Give us true re- 
pentance, and forgive us all our sins; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


For Courage 


O Jesus Christ, the Lord of all good life, who hast called us 
to help build the city of God; do thou enrich and purify our 
lives and deepen in us our discipleship. Help us daily to know 
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more of thee, and through us by the power of thy Spirit show 
forth thyself to other men. Make us humble, brave, and loving; 
make us ready for adventure. We do not ask that thou wilt 
keep us safe, but that thou wilt keep us loyal; who for us didst 
face death unafraid, and dost live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen. 


O God, quicken in us the spirit of courage. We will go forth 
with hopeful minds to the duties and conditions of this day, 
confident that with thy help we can fashion something good 
out of whatever material the day will provide; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and merciful God, to whom the light and the dark- 
ness are both alike, and without whom nothing befalls thy 
children; strengthen us to meet all the experiences of life 
with a steadfast and undaunted heart; help us to go on our way 
bravely whether it be rough or smooth and, when the mists 
hide thy face, to continue patiently till they are dispersed by the 
sun of thy unchanging love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Amen. 
j 


For Doctors and Nurses 

O Lord, the great healer and good physician of both body 
and soul; bless all, whether doctors or nurses, whom thou hast 
called to minister to the sick and suffering in our hospitals 
with skill and power, that they may exercise their art for the 
well-being of thy servants, and to thy glory, who livest and 
reignest with the Father and the Holy Spirit, world without 
end. Amen. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, to whom all the sick were brought that 
they might be healed, and who didst send none of them away 
without fhy blessing; look in pity upon all who come to thee 
for healing of heart and soul; send them not away without thy 
blessing, but now and evermore grant them thy healing grace. 
Amen. 
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For Those in Doubt 


Almighty and everliving God, who hast given us the faith 
of Christ for a light to our feet amid the darkness of this world; 
have pity upon all who, by doubting or denying it, are gone 
astray from the path of safety; bring home the truth to their 
hearts, and grant them to receive it; through the same Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


For Our Enemies 


Lord Jesus Christ, who hast commanded us not to return 
evil for evil, but to pray for those who hate us; enable us by 
thy blessed example and thy loving Spirit to pray sincerely for 
our enemies. When we have offended, forgive us and help us 
to find a way of reconciliation. Let not anger burn between us, 
but deliver them and us from the power of hatred, that we may 
be as ready to grant forgiveness as to ask it, and the peace of 
God may rule in all our hearts, both now and evermore. Amen. 


Evening and Night 


Almighty God, Father of our spirits; grant us at close of day 
the peace which the world cannot give. May no disturbing 
thoughts or cares destroy the quiet of this evening hour. May we 
find rest in thee and thus receive strength, gain new hope, and 
feel the influence of things unseen. Amen. 


Send thy peace into our hearts, O Lord, at this evening hour. 
Confident of thy protection for this night, may wé.be content 
with thy mercies of this day. And now, forgiving others, even 
as thou dost forgive us, may we have comfort and healthful 
rest within the shelter of this home; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


The day is past, O Lord, and we offer to thee our evening 
sacrifice, humbly beseeching thee that whatever in us is dark- 
ened by the night of sin may be illumined by the brightness 
of thy light, and that while our eyes are closed in sleep, our 
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souls may be awake to thee, so that, at the close of night, we may 
welcome with thy praises the return of day. Amen. 


O Lord, support us all the day long of this troublous life, 
until the shadows lengthen, and the evening comes, and the 
busy world is hushed, and the fever of life is over, and our 
work is done. Then of thy mercy grant us a safe lodging, and 
a holy rest, and peace at the last; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, who hast pity for all our weakness; put from us: 
worry and all misgiving. May we, now that night has come, 
commit ourselves, our tasks, and all we love into thy keeping; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 


I will lay me down in peace and take my rest: for thou, Lord, 
only, makest us to dwell in safety. 

Thou, O Christ, art in the midst of us, and we are called 
by thy name; leave us not, O Lord our God. 

Save us, O Lord, while waking, guard us while sleeping, that 
awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in 
peace. Amen. 


We thank thee, O Lord, for teaching us how to pray simply 
and sincerely to thee, and for hearing us when we so call upon 
thee. We thank thee for saving us from our sins and sorrows, 
and for directing all our ways this day. Lead us ever onward 
to thyself ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Faithfulness 


O Almighty God and heavenly Father, who by thy divine 
providence hast appointed for each one of us our work in life, 
and hast commanded that we should not be slothful in business, 
but fervent in spirit, serving thee; help us always to remember 
that our Work is thy appointment, and to do it heartily as unto 
thee. Preserve us from slothfulness, that we may finish the 
work that thou hast given us to do; aeee, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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For Family and Household 


Shed the bright rays of thy light, O Father, upon this family 
and household, that every member, confident of thy guidance, 
may fulfill his daily duty with a gallant heart. Be close to us 
in time of stress and strain. May our courage and our hope 
never fail; may we be valiant in all peril; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


We beseech thee, Lord, to behold us with favor, folk of many 
families and nations, gathered together in the peace of this roof, 
weak men and women subsisting under the covert of thy 
patience. Be patient still; suffer us yet a while longer—with our 
broken purposes of good, with our idle endeavors against evil, 
suffer us a while longer to endure and (if it may be) help us 
to do better. Bless to us our extraordinary mercies; if the day 
come when these must be taken, brace us to play the man under 
affliction. Be with our friends, be with ourselves. Go with each 
of us to rest; if any awake, temper to them the dark hours of 
watching; and when the day returns, return to us, our sun and 
comforter, and call us up with morning faces and with morning 
hearts, eager to labor, eager to be happy, if happiness shall be 
our portion, and if the day be marked for sorrow, strong to 
endure it. Amen. 


Almighty God, we beseech thee to look upon this household. 
Grant that every member of it may be taught and guided of 
thee. Bless the relations and friends of each of us. Thou knowest 
their several necessities. Prosper, we beseech thee, every effort 
at home and abroad to advance thy Kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Visit, we beseech thee, most gracious Father, this family and 
household with thy protection. Let thy blessing descend and 
rest on all who belong to it. Guide us here, and hereafter bring 
us to thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O heavenly Father, shed forth thy blessed Spirit richly on 
all the members of this household. Make each one of us an 
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instrument in thy hands for good. Purify our hearts; strengthen 
our minds and bodies; fill us with mutual love. Let no pride, no 
self-conceit, no rivalry, no dispute, spring up among us. Make 
us earnest and true, giving no just cause for offence; and may 
. thy holy peace rest upon us this day and every day, cheering 
us in our work, and keeping us faithful; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


May thy Holy Spirit continually descend and rest upon all 
in this house and upon all who are in any way connected with 
it. Send down thy blessing upon our handiwork, and keep each 
of us this day in body and soul; for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Bless, O God, all the members of this our family and house- 
hold, especially those who are absent from us. Preserve them 
waking; guard them in their going out and their coming in, 
free from sin and safe from danger; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O Almighty God, we thank thee for all thy blessings and 
all thy mercies which thou in thy love hast bestowed upon us. 
Do thou continue thy care for us. Help us to live as thy obedient 
and dutiful children. Let us never forget who thou art, and 
whose we are; and grant to every member of this house strength 
and courage for the battle of life; for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


| 
O Lort, we ask thee to bless and keep Father and Mother, and 
our brothers and sisters. Watch over them every day and night. 
Help tts to try to help them, and grant that we may all love 
and serve thee more and more, that at last we may come to live 
with thee in heaven; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Feats ahd Anxieties 


Almighty and everlasting God, thou lover of peace and 
concord, who hast called us in Christ to love and unity; we 
pray thee so rule our hearts by thy Holy Spirit that we, being 
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delivered by the true fear of God from all fear of man, may 
evermore serve thee in righteousness, mercy, humility, and 
gentleness toward each other ; through thy dear Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Grant calmness and control of thought to those who are 
facing uncertainty and anxiety; let their heart stand fast, 
believing in the Lord. Be thou all things to all men, knowing 
each one and his petition, each house and its need; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


For Forgiveness of Others 


O holy and ever-blessed Lord, teach us, we beseech thee, to 
love one another, to exercise forbearance and forgiveness to- 
ward our enemies, to recompense no man evil for evil, but 
to be merciful even as thou, our Father in heaven, art merciful, 
that so we may continually follow after thee in all our doings, 
and be more and more conformed to thine image. Amen. 


To Know and Find God’s Will and Work 


Thou hast showed us, O Lord, what is good; enable us, we 
beseech thee, to perform what thou dost require, even to do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our God. Amen. 


O Lord, give us the grace of thy Spirit, early to seek out 
and evermore earnestly to follow the work which thou hast ap- 
pointed for us to do. Amen. 


Give ear, O Lorp, unto our prayer; and attend to the voice of 
our supplications. Teach us thy way, O Lorp; we will walk in 
thy truth: unite our hearts to fear thy name. We will praise thee, 
O Lorp our God, with all our heart; and we will glorify thy 
name for evermore; for great is thy mercy toward ‘us. Amen. 


For Guidance 


Enlighten our understandings with knowledge of right, and 
govern our wills by thy laws, that no deceit may mislead us, no 
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temptation corrupt us, that we may always endeavor to do good 
and hinder evil. Amid all the hopes and fears of this world, take 
not thy Holy Spirit from us; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O God, forasmuch as our strength is in thee, mercifully grant 
that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 
hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Grant us, O Lord, to know that which is worth knowing, to 
love that which is worth loving, to praise that which pleaseth 
thee most, to esteem that highly which to thee is precious. Give 
us the right judgment to discern between things visible and 
spiritual, and above all to seek after the good pleasure of thy 
will; through Jesus Christ thy Son. Amen. 


For a High Calling 


Our Father, who hast set a restlessness in our hearts, and 
made us all seekers after that which we can never fully find; 
forbid us to be satisfied with what we make of life. Draw us 
from base content, and set our eyes on far-off goals. Keep us 
at tasks too hard for us, that we may be driven to thee for 
strength. Deliver us from fretfulness and self-pity; make us 
sure of the goal we cannot see, and of the hidden good in the 
world. Open our eyes to simple beauty all around us, and our 
hearts to the loveliness men hide from us because we do not 
try enough to understand them. Save us from ourselves, and 
show usa vision of a world made new. May thy Spirit of peace 
and illumination so enlighten our minds that all life shall glow 
with new meaning and new purpose; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


In tercession 


We most earnestly beseech thee to bless all thy people. Send 
into our hearts peace. Give life unto us, and let no deadly sin 
prevail against us, or any of thy people. Deliver all who are 
in trouble, for thou art our God, who settest the captives free, 
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who givest hope to the hopeless and help to the helpless, who 
liftest up the fallen, and who art the haven of the shipwrecked. 
Preserve us in our pilgrimage from hurt and defeat; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Joy 


Master of men, who hast given us a work to do; give us 
strength to do it with gladness and singleness of heart; and 
when it is done grant us a place in thy Kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, renew our spirits and draw our hearts unto thyself, 
that our work may not be to us a burden, but a delight; and 
give us such a mighty love to thee as may sweeten all our 
obedience. Let us not serve thee with the spirit of bondage as 
slaves, but with the cheerfulness and gladness of children, de- 
lighting ourselves in thee, and rejoicing in thy work; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


For the Kingdom of God 


Almighty God, we pray thee for the coming of thy Kingdom 
of righteousness and peace. In the midst of a changing social 
order may faith in thee and obedience to the teachings of thy 
dear Son prevail, to build a new life of love in which the ills 
of this present time may disappear and the glad day of brother- 
hood and mutual service may dawn. Strengthen all the agencies 
of thy Church which are laboring for the happiness ‘and welfare 
of all people, that they may find in thee their salvation and 
their peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 


Labor and Study 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, without whose help labor 
is useless, without whose light search is vain; invigorate my 
studies, and direct my inquiries, that I may, by due diligence and 
right discernment, establish myself and others in thy holy faith 
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Take not, O Lord, thy Holy Spirit from me; let not evil thoughts 
have dominion in my mind. Let me not linger in ignorance, but 
enlighten and support me, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


O God, who hast ordained that whatever is to be desired 
should be sought by labor, and who by thy blessing bringest 
honest labor to good effect; look with mercy upon my studies 
and endeavors. Grant me, O Lord, to design only what is lawful 
and right; and afford me calmness of mind and steadiness of 
purpose, that I may so do thy will in this short life as to obtain 
happiness in the world to come; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who art the eternal Wisdom of the 
Father, we beseech thee to assist us with thy heavenly grace, 
that we may be blessed in our work this day, and above all things 
may attain the knowledge of thee, whom to know is life eternal ; 
and that, according to thy most holy example, we may ever be 
found going about amongst our fellow men, doing good, healing 
the sick, and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O blessed Lord, who by the example of thy work at Nazareth 
hast sanctified our daily toil, and by thy teaching hast revealed 
the sympathy of God in our common task; grant that in the 
midst of our work we may find rest and peace in thy presence 
and may take joy in all that ministers to thy service, who art 
ever our refuge, our strength, and our exceeding great re- 
ward, Amen. 


For One.Leaving Home 

O God; who art the strength and the protector of thy people; 
we humbly place in thy hands the member of this family who is 
today about to leave us and enter a new sphere of life and work. 
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Keep and preserve him, O Lord, as it seemeth best to thy divine 
wisdom and love, in all health and safety, both of body and 
soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


We humbly commend unto thy fatherly care, O Lord, thy 
servant about to leave this house and family, beseeching thee 
that thy grace and mercy may never fail him. Succor him in 
temptation, preserve him in danger, assist hum in every good 
work, and further him continually in the right way; and grant 
unto us all, O God our Saviour, that by thy merciful aid we 
may one day meet again in thy eternal Kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Light and Truth 


O Lord, who seest that all hearts are empty except thou fill 
them, and all desires balked except they crave after thee; give 
us light and grace to seek and find thee, that we may be thine 
and thou mayest be ours forever. Amen. 


Almighty God, we invoke thee, the fountain of everlasting 
light, and entreat thee to send forth thy truth unto our hearts, 
and to pour upon us the glory of thy brightness ; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord our God, manifest thyself unto us, feeling after thee 
and seeking thee. Scatter our darkness, thou source of light 
and wisdom. Stretch forth thy hand to help us and preserve 
us this day; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Bestow thy light upon us, O Lord, that, being rid of the 
darkness of our hearts, we may attain unto the true light; 
through Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world. Amen. 


For Love of God 


O God, who through the grace of thy Holy Spirit, dost pour 
the gift of love into the hearts of thy faithful people; grant unto 
us health of both mind and body, that we may love thee with 
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our whole strength and may perform those things which are 
pleasing unto thee this day; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Bless me, O God, with the love of thee and of my neighbor. 
Give me peace of conscience, the command of my affections; 
and for the rest, thy will be done! O King of peace, keep us in 
love and charity. Amen. 


Grant, most gracious God, that we may love and seek thee 
always and everywhere, above all things and for thy sake, in the 
life present, and may at length find thee and forever hold thee 
fast in the life to come. Grant this for the sake of Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


O God, the sure defense of all who trust in thee; we be- 
seech thee, give us contented and trustful hearts, that, casting 
all our care on thee, and bearing all our trials cheerfully, we 
may be united to thee in thy love in this world, and finally, by 
thy mercy, obtain that eternal reward which thou hast prepared 
for all who trust in thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Ministers 


Remember all them that do the Lord’s work in the ministry. 
Give them, we beseech thee, O father, great gifts and great 
holiness, that wisely and charitably, diligently and zealously, 
prudently and acceptably, they may be guides to the blind, com- 
forters to the sad and weary ; that they may strengthen the weak 
and confirm the strong ; that in all their actions and ministrations 
they may advance the good of souls and the honor of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, look mercifully upon thy 
servants everywhere who visit the poor and the suffering, the 
needy and the distressed, in their homes; that, guarded by thy 
protection and kept by thy power, they may carry on their 
work for thee with joy and patience; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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For Missions and Missionaries 


O God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ hast commanded us to 
go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature; 
make us faithful and obedient to do thy holy will. Give us 
compassion for all who are unaware of thee in all the world. : 
Send forth, we beseech thee, laborers into thy harvest. Protect 
and guide them wherever they go. Give them patience, love, and 
a right judgment in all things; and give them fruit for their 
labors; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send thy heavenly 
blessing upon thy servants the missionaries and teachers of thy 
Church, that they may be clothed with righteousness, and that 
thy Word spoken by their mouth may ‘have such success that it 
may never be spoken in vain; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, to whom all the sick were brought that 
they might be healed, and who didst send none of them away 
without thy blessing; look in pity upon all who come to thee 
for healing of heart and soul; send them not away without thy 
blessing, but now and evermore grant them thy healing grace. 
Amen. 


Father, we remember before thee all our brethren who have 
need of thee today. Grant thy blessing upon all missionary ef- 
forts for the extension of thy Kingdom. We pray especially 
for our country, that its rulers may be faithful to the Christian 
ideal, that truth may be more and more firmly established among 
us, and that that which is false or base may be removed from 
the hearts of our people. May our country be great in righteous- 
ness, wisdom, and peace; may its strength be used honorably for 
the good of mankind in succoring the oppressed, defending the 
right, and extending thy Kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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For the Misjudged 


O Lord, strengthen and support, we entreat thee, all persons 
unjustly accused or underrated. Comfort them by the ever- 
present thought that thou knowest the whole truth, and wilt, 
in thine own good time, make their righteousness as clear as 
the light. Give them grace to pray for such as do them wrong, 
and hear and bless them when they pray; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Morning 


O God our Father, as we begin this day, bestow upon our 
household that grace which shall keep us in the fellowship of 
the Christian way; and grant unto each one of us that guidance 
and control which shall maintain our hearts in peace with one 
another and with thee. Help and prosper us in the doing of our 
various duties; and defend us from inward evil and from 
outward harm so that when the day is ended it may not leave 
us in sorrow, strife, or shame, but in true unity and thankful 
rest, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that this day which thou hast given unto us 
in mercy may be one of service unto thee. As thou hast guarded 
us during the hours of sleep, so do thou guide us during the 
hours of labor. May all our tasks be performed as in thy sight. 
May our burdens be not too heavy for us. May we not injure 
one another or otherwise displease thee. But if we fail in any- 
thing, let thy wisdom correct us, thy mercy forgive us, thy love 
amend our fault; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Our Father, may we walk as thy children today. May the 
sense of our relationship to thee fill us with a saving self-respect. 
May our lives be as glorious as our relationship. May we walk 
as children of God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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For Others 


We call to mind, O God, before thy throne of grace, all those 
whom thou hast given to be near and dear to us, and all for 
whom we are especially bound to pray, beseeching thee to re- 
member them all for good, and to fulfill, as may be expedient 
for them, all their desires and wants. We commend to thee any 
who may have wronged us, praying thee to forgive them and 
us all our sins; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God of love, who art in all places and times; pour thy 
comfort upon every lonely heart. Have pity upon those who are 
bereft of human love, and on those to whom it has never 
come. Be unto them a strong consolation and fullness of joy; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ thy Son’our Lord. Amen. 


O Almighty God, kill in us all the seeds of envy and ill will; 
and help us, by cultivating within ourselves the love of our 
neighbor, to improve in the love of thee. Thou hast placed us in 
various kindreds, friendships, and relations. Help us to improve 
till all partial affection be lost in that entire universal one, and 
thou, O God, shall be all in all. Amen. 


Be pleased, O Lord, to remember our friends, all that have 
prayed for us, and that have done us good. Do thou good to 
them and return all their kindness double into their bosom, 
rewarding them with blessings, sanctifying them with thy graces, 


and bringing them to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Parents’ Thanksgiving 


We thank thee, O God our Father, for this our child. Help 
us as true disciples to set him a good example in all we think 
or say or do; keep him well in body and mind; and grant that 
he may grow in grace and in the knowledge and love of thy 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, Amen. 
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Praise 


Great art thou, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is 
thy power and thy wisdom is infinite. Thee would we praise 
without ceasing. Thou callest us to delight in thy praise, for 
thou hast made us for thyself, and our hearts find no rest until 
we rest in thee; to whom with the Father and the Holy Ghost 
all glory, praise, and honor be ascribed both now and evermore. 
Amen. 


“Teach Us to Pray” 


O God our Father, thou hast promised to hear thy children 
when they pray to thee. Help us now to pray; teach us what to 
ask for; help us to mean what we say, to love thee more, and 
to love the people from whom we pray; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


For Purity of Heart 


O Lord, open our eyes that we may have a clear and uninter- 
rupted sight of all the wonderful things which thou hast done 
for us. Let us not live as if we were strangers to thy command- 
ments. Infuse into our hearts such an awe and fear to displease 
thee that nothing may seduce us from our obedience to thee. 
Grant this, O heavenly Father, for the sake of Christ Jesus our 
Saviour. Amen. 


For Rest 

Watch ,thou, dear Lord, with those who wake, or watch, or 
weep tonight; and give thine angels charge over those who 
sleep. Tend thy sick ones, O Lord Christ. Rest thy weary ones. 
Bless thy dying ones. Soothe thy suffering ones. Pity thine 
afflicted ones. Shield thy joyous ones. This we ask for thy love’s 
sake. Amen. 


Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the silent 
hours of this night, so that we who are wearied by the work and . 
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the changes of this fleeting world may rest upon thy eternal 
changelessness ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Salvation 


O Saviour of the world, who by thy cross and precious blood 
hast redeemed us; save us and help us, we humbly beseech thee, 
O Lord. Amen. ; 


For Service 


Send us, O God, as thy messengers to hearts without a home, 
to lives without love, to the crowds without a guide. Send us 
to the children whom none have blessed, to the famished whom 
none have visited, to the fallen whom none have lifted, to the 
bereaved whom none have comforted. Kindle thy flame on the 
altars of our hearts, that others may be warmed thereby ; cause 
thy light to shine in our souls, that others may see the way; 
keep our sympathies and insight ready, our wills keen, our 
hands quick to help our brothers in their need; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For the Sorrowing or Distressed 


Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of all comfort; 
deal graciously, we pray thee, with all those who mourn, that, 
casting every care on thee, they may know the consolation of 
thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who hast taught us that those’ who mourn 
shall be comforted; grant that in all our grief we may turn to 
thee; and, because our need is beyond the help of men, grant 


us the peace of thy consolation and the joy of thy love; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Have compassion, we pray thee, upon all those whose hearts 
are touched with sorrow, whose spirits are troubled or cast 
down within them. O Lord, remember those to whom the bur- 


dens of this life bring dimness and darkness of soul, and have 
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mercy upon all who suffer in body or mind from whatever cause. 
Let thy mercy rest upon them according ag they hope in thee; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, who is the burden- ae and the 
Redeemer. Amen. 


Almighty and everlasting God, the comfort of the sad, the 
strength of sufferers; let the prayers of those that cry out in 
any tribulation come unto thee, that all may rejoice to find 
that thy mercy is present with them in their afflictions; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lorp of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the 
cherubim ; thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms 
of the earth; thou hast made heaven and earth. Incline thine ear, 
O Lorp, and hear; open thine eyes, O Lorp, and see. Save us 
from the hand of our enemies, that all the kingdoms of the 
earth may know that thou art the Lorp, even thou only. Amen. 


Most merciful God, the helper of all men; so strengthen us 
by thy power that our sorrow may be turned into joy, and 
we may continually glorify thy holy name; through Jesus Christ 
our, Lord. Amen. 


For Strength 


Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, unto us who know 
that we are weak, and who trust in thee because we know that 
thou art strong, the gladsome help of thy lovingkindness. Amen. 


O Lord our God, under the shadow of thy wings let us hope. 
Thou wilt support us, both when young, and even to old age. 
When our strength is of thee, it is strength; but when our own, 
it is weakness. We return unto thee, O Lord, that from their 
weariness our souls may rise toward thee, leaning on the 
things which thou hast created, and passing on to thyself, who 
hast wonderfully made them; for with thee is refreshment and 
true strength. Amen. 
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O God, most merciful Father, thou speakest through thine 
only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, saying: Ask, and 
it shall be given unto you. Give us now thy Holy Spirit, that 
our hearts may be strengthened for the work of this week; 
through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Give us now, O merciful Father, thy Holy Spirit, that we 
may be strengthened for the work of this day; through Jesus 
Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


For the Suffering and the Perplexed 


O Thou who art love, and who seest all the suffering, injustice, 
and misery in the world; have pity, we implore thee, on the 
work of thy hands. Look mercifully upon the poor, the op- 
pressed, and all who are heavy laden or in sorrow. Fill our 
hearts with deep compassion for those who suffer, and hasten 
the coming of thy Kingdom of justice and truth; for the sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O almighty and merciful Father, who art the help of the 
helpless, and the lifter-up of the fallen; look down with thy 
mercy on all who are oppressed in mind, body, or estate; com- 
fort and relieve them, according to their several necessities ; 
give them patience under their sufferings, and a happy issue out 
of all their affliction. Amen. 


In Temptation 


Preserve us this day from temptations. Suffer us’ not to fall 
into idle habits; and, if diligent in business, suffer not our 
hearts to be engrossed that we fail to serve thee; and grant 
that thy presence may be with us, giving us strength and con- 
fidence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O most Holy Spirit, give thy strength unto all who are tried 
by any special temptation. Help them to stand fast in thee, that 
they may be able to bear it; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
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Thanksgivings 


We give thee thanks, O Lord our God, for all thy goodness. 
Thou hast shielded, rescued, helped, and guided us all the days 
of our lives, and brought us unto this hour. Grant in thy good- 
ness that we may spend this day without sin, in joy and rev- 
erence of thee. Drive away from us all envy, all fear. Bestow 
upon us what is good and meet. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. Amen. 


Almighty and most merciful God, we give thanks to thee for 
the light of another day, for the work we have to do, and for 
the strength to do it. Guide us, we pray thee, by thy truth; up- 
hold us by thy power; and purify us by the continual indweil- 
ing of thy Spirit. Grant that by every opportunity we have we 
may grow in wisdom, and, knowing the things that belong to 
our peace, obtain strength to persevere; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


We give thee thanks, O heavenly Father, who hast preserved 
us through the night. We pray thee to keep us through this day, 
and to bring us in safety to the evening hours; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Thanks be to thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, for all the benefits 
which thou hast given us, for all the pains and insults which 
thou hast borne for us. O most merciful Redeemer, Friend, 
and Brother, may we know thee more clearly, love thee more 
dearly, and follow thee more nearly ; for thine own sake. Amen. 


Today and Its Needs 


O God, give me strength to live this day. Let me not turn 
coward before its difficulties or prove recreant to its duties. 
Let ‘me not lose faith in my fellow men. Keep me sweet and 
sound of heart, in spite of ingratitude, treachery, or meanness. 
Preserve me from minding little stings or giving them. Help 
me to keep clean, and to live honestly and fearlessly. Grant me 
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this day some new vision of thy truth; inspire me with the spirit . 
of joy and gladness; and make me the cup of strength to suf- 
fering souls; in the name of the strong Deliverer, our only 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. . 


O God, of whose gifts come sunshine, and friendship, and 
the glory of a summer’s day, who in the common things of 
daily life givest to us thy very self, making of bread and wine 
the sacrament of thy sustaining presence; strengthen and 
refresh us, that we may seek thee eagerly, find thee surely, and 
serve thee faithfully ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


We thank thee, O God, for the revelation of thyself in the 
common ways of life. Help us to be ever watchful for new 
knowledge of thee, so that in the temporal we may discern that 
which is eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The day returns and brings us the petty round of irritating 
concerns and duties. Help us to play the man; help us to per- 
form them with laughter and kind faces; let cheerfulness abound 
with industry. Give us to go blithely on our business all this 
day ; bring us to our resting beds weary and content and undis- 
honored; and grant us in the end the gift of sleep. Amen. 


Almighty God, we bless and praise thee that we have wakened 
to the light of another day. Teach us the meaning of our days. 
Our days are thine; let them be spent for thee. Our days are 
few; let them be spent with care. There are dark days behind 
us; forgive their sinfulness. There may be dark days before us; 
strengthen us for their trials. Lord, we go to our daily work; 
help us to take pleasure therein. Show us clearly what our duty 
is; help us to be faithful in doing it, that all we do be well done. 
Give us strength and patience; let our courage never fail; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Enlighten our understandings with knowledge of right, and 
govern our wills by thy laws, that no deceit may mislead us, 
no temptation corrupt us, that we may always endeavor to do 
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good and hinder evil. Amid all the hopes and fears of this 
world, take not thy Holy Spirit from us; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For Travelers 


O eternal Lord God, who rulest both sea and land; protect 
thy servant on the deep. Guard im from danger, from the 
violence of enemies, from every evil; and conduct him in safety 
to his journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who on the sea didst teach thy disciples 
many heavenly things, and even in the storm didst come close to 
them, saying, It is I, be not afraid; we pray thee to show the 
voice of thy truth and the power of thy presence to thy chil- 
dren on the deep, and be thou the guide and guardian of all 
that sail the seas; who livest and reignest with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 


Preserve, O Lord, from all dangers those who are traveling, 
whether by land, sea, or air. Prosper them with all necessary 
things, and grant them ever steadfastly to abide in the way of 
thy. commandments, and attain the end of their faith, even the 
salvation of their souls, in the home which thou hast provided 
for thy children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord, be merciful to all travelers, and grant them a safe 
return, that they, beholding thy mercy, and praising thee for 
thy goodness here, may the more be quickened with a desire 
for the full enjoyment of their privileges as fellow citizens with 
the saints in thy heavenly household; through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


For, Unity 


O merciful God, bless thy Church throughout all the world, 
and all those who love thee in sincerity, although they follow not 
with us in all things. Heal all strife, divisions, and discord, and 
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make us all thine in willing devotion as we are all thine by 
redemption and grace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For a Wedding 


O God, bless thy servants who are about to be joined together 
this day in holy matrimony; keep them, we beseech thee, under 
the protection of thy good providence, and make them to have 
a perpetual fear and love of thy holy name. Look, O Lord, 
mercifully _upon them from-—heaven and bless them, that they, 
obeying thy will and always being in safety under thy protec- 
tion, may abide in thy love unto their lives’ end; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who by thy presence in Cana ‘of Galilee didst sanctify 
the holy estate of matrimony, send thy blessing upon thy serv- 
ants who have this day entered upon this holy estate, and so 
fill them with all spiritual benediction and grace, that, living 
together in perfect love and holy peace in this world, in the 
world to come they may obtain life everlasting; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen, 


For Workers 


O blessed Saviour, who wast pleased thyself to be reckoned 
among the craftsmen; bless all who labor with their hands, that 
their work may be done for thy honor and rewarded with thy 
approval; for thine own name’s sake. Amen. 


O Lord, let us not live to be useless; for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


Have mercy, O Lord, upon all those who labor in the culti- 
vation of the earth, and grant that by the power of thy grace 
their own souls may be made fruitful unto all good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. . 
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SPECIAL DAYS AND TOPICS 


Armistice or Memorial Day 


O God our heavenly Father, we bless thee again for the re- 
membrance of this day, when by thy providence, and by the 
might of thine arm, thou madest wars to cease; accept our 
praise and thanksgivings. 

As on this day we remember before thee all those who fought 
and died that we might live, accept our gratitude, and make 
us, we humbly beseech thee, more worthy of their sacrifice even 
unto death, and help us to follow more closely in the steps 
of thy blessed Son, that at last we with them may stand in 
thy presence; where all praise, thanksgiving, honor, and might 
be ascribed, world without end. Amen. 


We bless thy holy name, O God, for all thy servants who, 
having finished their course, do now rest from their labors. 
Give us grace, we beseech thee, to follow the example of their 
steadfastness and faithfulness, to thy honor and glory; through 
Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


In remembrance of those who made the great sacrifice, O 
God, make us better men and women, and give peace in our 
time ; through Jesus Christ thy Son our Saviour. Amen. 


O God, the strength of those who suffer, and the repose 
of them that triumph; we rejoice in the communion of saints. 
We remember all who have faithfully lived, all who have passed 
on into heaven (especially those most dear to us). May we 
have the assurance of their continual fellowship in thee, and - 
realize that, though converse be no longer possible according to 
the flesh, there is no separation in the realm of love. Lift us into 
that-light and love where the Church on earth is one with the 
Church in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God of all mercy and comfort, accept the heartfelt praises 
and thanksgivings of those whose dear ones, after having fought 
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a good fight, returned to them in safety. In the greatness of their 
joy may they ever be mindful of those whose lives are shadowed 
with abiding sorrow; for the sake of Christ Jesus our Saviour. 
Amen. 


Christmas 


Send, O God, into the darkness of this troubled world the 
light of thy Son. Let the star of thy hope touch the minds of all, 
men with the bright beams of mercy and truth; and so direct 
our steps that we may ever walk in the way revealed to us, as 
the shepherds of Bethlehem walked with joy to the manger 
where he dwelt who now and ever reigns in our hearts, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Easter 


Thou brightness of God’s glory and express image of his 
person, whom death could not conquer nor the tomb imprison; 
as thou hast shared our mortal frailty in the flesh, help us to 
share thine immortal triumph in the spirit. Let no shadow of 
the grave affright us and no fear of darkness turn our hearts 
from thee. Reveal thyself to us this day as the first and the 
last, the Living One, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. 


Christ is risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of 
them that slept. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall 
all be made alive. Glory be to thee, O God most high. Amen. 


O gracious Lord, who as at this time didst raise thy Son 
. Jesus Christ with power from the grave; raise us up, we be- 
seech thee, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness. 
Revive our faith, and make us followers of him who hath 
taken away the sin of the world, who by his death hath destroyed 
death, and by his rising to life again hath restored to us ever- 
lasting life. Hear us, O merciful Father, we pray thee, for the 
sake of our risen Saviour, to whom, with thee and the Holy 
Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 
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Gracious Lord, we remember that thou didst accompany thy 
two disciples as they journeyed to Emmaus. We too have a 
journey ; we have a weary pilgrimage to perform. Do thou go 
with us, O Lord; be our fellow traveler; guide us, uphold 
us, strengthen us, make our hearts to burn within us, and 
evermore manifest thyself to our souls in gracious and. in 
heavenly power; for thine own name’s sake we ask it. Amen. 


Good Friday 


Forbid, O God, that we should forget, amid our earthly com- 
forts, the pains and mortal anguish that our Lord Jesus en- 
dured for our salvation. Grant us this day a true vision of all 
that he suffered: his betrayal, his lonely agony, his false trial, 
his mocking and scourging, the torture of the cross; that, re- 
membering his sufferings and death, we may give ourselves 
wholly to thee; through the same Jesus Christ, our only Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 


Lent 


O Lord our God, teach us temperance and self-control, that 
we may live unto the spirit and be mindful of all that Jesus en- 
dured and sacrificed for our sakes, and how he was made perfect 
through sufferings; and help us so to keep the fast that thou 
hast chosen, that we may loose the bands of wickedness, undo 
the heavy burdens, and let the oppressed go free; through the 
grace of Christ Jesus, our crucified and risen Saviour. Amen. 


} 
New Year’s Day 


Thine, O Lord, are the times we measure off by days and 
years; for though the years pass, yet are we ever with thee, 
embosomed in thy beauty, love, and power. May the dawning 
year besnew indeed, with new visions of truth, a new wonder 
of thy love, and a new service to our fellow man. May our 
home be better ordered, our work better done, and our faith 
more firmly fixed in thee, that life may show us its worth and 
wonder, in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Palm Sunday 


O God, who by the passion of thy blessed Son hast made the 
instrument of shameful death to be unto us the means of life 
and peace; grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we 
may gladly suffer shame and loss; for the sake of the same 
thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


Thanksgiving Day 


O Lord our God, we cried unto thee in trouble, and thou 
heardest us; we put our trust in thee, and were not confounded. 
Thou hast turned our heaviness into joy, and girded us with 
gladness; therefore will we praise thee with all our heart, and 
give thanks unto thy holy name forever. Hear us and accept us; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


We give thee humble thanks, most merciful Father, that thou 
dost graciously hear the prayers of thy servants who call upon 
thee, and hast done for us great things whereof we rejoice. We 
desire to thank thee, O most loving Father, for all thy goodness 
vouchsafed unto us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Whitsunday 


O God, who as at this time didst send down thy Holy Spirit 
from above upon thine apostles, and dost evermore send him 
to renew thine image in our souls; mercifully grant that by the 
working of his grace we may be saved from sin and may 
glorify thee; through the merits and mediation of thy Son our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the 
unity of the same Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen. 


Breathe into our souls, O heavenly Father, the love of what- 
soever is true and beautiful and good. May we fear'to be un- 
faithful and have no other fear. Help us to remember that we 
are thy children, and belong to thee. In thy service may we 
live, and in thy favor may we die; through hee Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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For the Armed Forces 


O Almighty God, protect our sailors and the fleet in which 
they serve from the dangers of the sea and the violence of the 
enemy. Strengthen them to meet the strain of waiting and their 
great responsibility for the welfare of the nation. Make them 
alert in watching and fearless in their warfare; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Grant that the men of our armed forces may be brave in 
battle, high-hearted in hardships, dauntless in defeat, gentle in 
victory. Remember those who have trained themselves in peace 
to help their country in war; and give them skill and courage, 
endurance and self-control, in the work now set them. We ask 
it in the name and for the sake of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord God, our Father, our Saviour, our Might; we com- 
mend to thy keeping all those who are venturing their lives on 
our behalf, that whether by life or by death they may win 
for the whole world the fruits of their sacrifice, and a holy 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Look in thy mercy, we beseech thee, O Lord, on those who 
are called to tasks of special peril in the air or beneath the sea. 
Even there also shall thy hand lead them, and thy right hand 
shall hold them. Help them to do their duty with prudence and 
with fearlessness, confident that in life or in death the eternal 
God is their refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms. 
Grant this for Jesus Christ’s sake, thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who bringest the winds out of thy treasures, let thy 
guiding and protecting hand be about our airmen ; and help those 
who love them to feel that underneath are the everlasting 
arms; through Jesus Christ. Amen. 


For Our Country and Its Leaders 


We humbly thank thee, Almighty God, for the many blessings 
which thou hast: given to our country, and add this, O Lord, to 
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thy other mercies, that we may be enabled to use them better to 
thy service. Oh take from among us all contempt of thy word 
and commandments. Break down all the barriers of selfishness 
and ignorance which keep men from thee. Convince the im- 
penitent of the misery of sin, and comfort the broken-hearted 
with the assurance of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Be gracious unto us, O Lord, and bless us. Stretch forth the 
right hand of thy protection to guard our country, that we, 
being devoted to thy service, may ever be defended by thy 
power; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Grant and continue unto us legislators and rulers who them- 
selves have been taught the wisdom of the Kingdom of Christ. 
Endow all members of Congress with a right understanding, a 
pure purpose, and sound speech. Enable them to rise above all 
self-seeking and party zeal into the larger sentiments of public 
good and human brotherhood. Cleanse our public life of every 
evil; subdue in our nation all that which is evil. Give us self- 
restraint, that we may do thy will on earth as it is done in 
heaven; even through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God most high, the only Ruler, grant, we beseech thee, to 
all who rule over us the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that as 
they labor faithfully for our country, they may also advance thy 
Kingdom upon earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, Almighty Father, King of kings and Lord of all our 
rulers; grant that the hearts and minds of all who go out as 
leaders before us, the statesmen, the judges, the men of learning, 
and the men of wealth, may be so filled with the love of thy 
laws, and of that which is righteous and life-giving, that they 
may serve as a wholesome salt unto the earth, and be worthy 
stewards of thy good and perfect gifts; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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Guide, O Lord, we pray thee, the mayors and other officers 
of our cities, with all those who share in the ordering of our 
community life. Give strength, honor, and charity to all our 
fellow citizens, that they may do their work, seeking not the 
good of any party or faction but of all our citizens. Sustain 
them by a vision of freedom and a peaceful and happy citizenry ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


For the Family of Nations 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, guide, we beseech thee, 
the nations of the world into the way of justice and truth, and 
establish among them that peace which is the fruit of right- 
eousness, that they may become the Kingdom of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 


O Thou in whose hand are the hearts of thy creatures, shed 
abroad thy peace upon the world. By the might of thy Holy 
Spirit quench the pride, and anger, and greediness which cause 
man to strive against man, and people against people. Lead all 
nations in the ways of mutual help and good will, and hasten the 
time when the earth shall confess thee indeed for its Saviour 
and King; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


© Lord, be merciful to us and bless us. As thou hast made 
our nation mighty in this world, so make it a source of wisdom 
and truth, of order and sanctity, to all who come under its 
influence, Let thy light pass from clime to clime and enlighten 
us all. Let thy truth be our truth. Unite us all as thy children in 
thy common blessing. Let the knowledge of thy righteousness 
and thy love unfeigned reign in all our hearts; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


In Timé of War or National Anxiety 


O Lord God of infinite mercy, reckon not against thy people 
their many iniquities. Look in mercy on those in peril, conflict, 
sickness, and death; comfort the prisoners, relieve the sufferings 
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of the wounded, and in thy mercy be near to the dying. Of thy 
great goodness restore peace among the nations; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord God Almighty who from thy throne dost behold all 
the dwellers upon earth; look down with pity upon those on 
whom have fallen the miseries of war. Have compassion on 
the wounded and dying; comfort the broken-hearted; assuage 
the madness of the nations; make war to cease; give peace in 
our time, O Lord. We ask it in the name of him who is the 
Prince of Peace, even thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Have mercy, O Lord, upon the wounded and the suffering, 
whether of our own people or of the enemy. Let thy grace be 
their comfort, although natural friends be far away. Raise them 
to health, if it be good, but chiefly give them such faith and 
patience that they may glorify thee upon the earth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Take from us, O God, all pride and vanity, all boasting and 
forwardness, and give us the true courage that shows itself by 
gentleness, the true wisdom that shows itself by simplicity, and 
the true power that shows itself by righteousness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Send thy blessing, O heavenly Father, on this our beloved 
land. Increase in our own and in every nation the spirit of truth 
and justice, peace and godly love. Turn the hearts of all men 
unto thee, and so hasten the blessed time when the kingdoms 
of the world shall become the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; in whose name we offer these petitions, even the same 
Christ Jesus thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


Father of all men and God of peace, hear our prayers, we 
beseech thee, and grant that at this time those in authority may 
so faithfully conduct all negotiations between this country 
and ________ that peace may be maintained. Grant that all 
concerned may have a single eye to thy glory, and that while 
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no injustice may be left unredressed they may honestly labor 
for peace as thy sons, from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth is named; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O heavenly Father, we confess before thee with shame and 
sorrow that we have lived too much without thee in the world, 
that we have depended for our success and for our prosperity 
upon ourselves as a nation. Call us to repentance. May we 
humble ourselves now under thy mighty hand. And may it 
please thee to make this and every trial work for our everlast- 
ing good, so that we may be established in righteousness, 
strengthened and settled; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Look graciously, and speedily have compassion upon thy 
people in thy abundant mercy, for the sake of thy name, O 
eternal God. Pity, compassionate, and save the sheep of thy 
pasture ; suffer not wrath to prevail against us, for our eyes are 
directed toward thee. Save us, then, for the sake of thy name. 
Have mercy upon us. Regard and answer us in time of trouble, 
for unto thee belongeth salvation, in thee is our hope, O God 
of forgiveness. O pardon us, thou good and forgiving God, for 
thou, omnipotent King, art most gracious and compassionate. 
Hear us, we humbly beseech thee, for the glory of thy great 
name. Amen. 


For World Peace and Concord 


O Almighty God, we turn to thee in the time of trouble. 
Direct the course of our world; lead the nations into likeminded- 
ness and fellowship; prosper all counsels which make for the 
establishment and maintenance of rightful and abiding peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Q Lord Jesus Christ, who biddest thy Church to bring all 
men to thyself; make clear to each one of us his part in the 
task. Fire our minds with a vision of a more perfect society 
here on earth in which justice and right, peace and brotherhood, 
shall reign according to thy will; and help us, each one, O Lord, 
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to do our part, that thy will may be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Amen. 


Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace 
proceed ; kindle, we pray thee, in the hearts of all men the true 
love of peace, and guide with thy pure and peaceable wisdom 
those who take counsel for the nations of the earth, that in 
tranquillity thy Kingdom may grow, till the earth is filled with 
the knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen, 


Graces 


THREE GRACES 
To be said in unison: 


Morning: Gracious Giver of all good, 
Thee we thank for rest and food; 
Grant that all we do or say, 
In thy service be this day. Amen. 


Noon: Father, for this noonday meal 
We would speak the praise we feel. 
Health and strength we have in thee; 
Help us, Lord, to faithful be. Amen. 


Evening: Tireless Guardian of our way, 
Thou hast kept us well this day; 
While we thank thee, we request 
Care continued, pardon, rest. Amen. 


We thank thee, our heavenly Father, for thy care over us, 
and pray that thou wilt bless this food to our use. Amen. 


O God, our Father, who giveth food for the body and truth for 
the mind; so enlighten and nourish us that we may grow wise 
and strong to do thy will. Amen. 


Our heavenly Father, we thank thee that— 
Back of the loaf is the snowy flour, 
And back of the flour the mill, 
And back of the mill is the wheat and the shower 
And the sun and the Father’s will. Amen. 


For these and all his blessings God’s holy name be praised; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Bless, O Lord, this food to our use, and us in thy service; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Thanks be to thee, O Lord, for these and all the blessings 
so generously provided. We thank thee in the name of Christ. 
Amen. 


Almighty Giver of good, we thank thee for thy lovingkind- 
ness to us. Thou openest thy hand, and we are fed. Be at this 
table, we pray thee, and bless our gathering together; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Our Father, we bless thee for this food and for all the ex- 
pressions of thy goodness to us. Give us grace to do thy will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Let thy peace and blessing descend upon us as we take of 
thy bounty. Fill our hearts with love and praise unto him who 
doeth all things well. Amen. 


Lord, make us truly grateful for the blessings of this day, 
and keep us thine evermore. Amen. 


Heavenly Father great and good, 

We thank thee for this daily food. 

Bless us even as we pray; 

Guide and keep us through this day. Amen. 


O Lord, all creatures wait upon thee that they may receive 
their good. Thou openest thy hand and they are filled with good. 
Help us to remember always that we are dependent on thee and 
with thankfulness partake of the food before us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Sanctify, O Lord, we beseech thee, this food to our use, and 
us to thy service, and make us truly thankful for all these 
mercies; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE WESLEY GRACES 


Grace Before Meat 
Be present at our table, Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored. 
These creatures bless, and grant that we 
May feast in Paradise with thee. Amen. 


Alternative Form 
Be present at our table, Lord; 
Be here and everywhere adored. 
Thy mercies bless, and grant that we 
May feast in fellowship with thee. Amen. 


Grace After Meat 
We thank thee, Lord, for this our food, 
But_more because of Jesus’ blood. 
Let manna_to_our_souls_be given, 
The Bread of Life,-sent.down from heaven. Amen. 


With gratitude we acknowledge these gifts and all the benefits 
of thy grace. Help us to live for thy glory ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


We bless thee, O God, for this food which betokens thy YY 
continued care over us; we acknowledge this gift, and thy 
love which prompts it, and pray for fidelity to use our strength 
in doing, Phy good pleasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Accept, O Father, our humble thanks for this our daily food; 
and as it adds strength to our mortal bodies, may it give us 
power to render better service to thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


Transform this food into life, O God, and transform that 
life into useful service of thee; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
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For this our daily bread, and for every good gift which 
cometh down frem thee, we bless thy holy name; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


This food, which thou hast already blessed in the giving, 
do thou further bless in our partaking, that it may redound to 
thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, and gracious Father of men, who openest thy 
hand and fillest the earth with good, and hast provided thy 
children sufficient to satisfy all our need; teach us to render 
back to thee thy due thanksgiving, not only in words, but also 
in the manner of our living; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Lord, thou hast not need of our thanks, but we have daily 
need to remind ourselves of our obligation unto thee. For all 
thy mercies make us ever truly grateful. Amen. 


Praise to God, immortal praise, 

For the love that crowns our days; 
Bounteous source of every joy! 

Let thy praise our tongues employ ; 

All to thee, our God, we owe, 

Source whence all our blessing flow. Amen. 


e 


THE RITUAL 
The Holy Rites and Offices of the Church 


An Order for the Administration of the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper or 
Holy Communion [| 


THE following is a complete order of public worship and is intended tc 
replace the regular order of morning worship when the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper is administered. The responses may be sung if desired. 
See numbers 565-88 in The Methodist Hymnal. 


The Lord’s Table should have upon it a fair linen cloth. 


Let the pure, unfermented juice of the grape be used. 

It is our custom fo receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper kneeling, 
but if persons so desire, they may receive the elements while seated 
or standing. 

Upon entering the church let the communicants bow in prayer and im the 
spirit of prayer and meditation approach the blessed Sacrament. 


The people shail stand and join in singing the hymn, “Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty,’ or other suitable hymn, and remain standing 
until after the singing of the Gloria Patri. 

God is a Spirit. They that worship him must worship him 
in spirit and in truth. 

Glory be to God on high. 

God is Light. If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, 
we have fellowship one with another; and truly our fellowship 
is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. 

Glory be to God on high. 

God is Power. They that wait upon the Lord shall renew 
their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they 
shall’ run; and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint. 

Glory be to God on high. 

God is Love. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath 
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God. 
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Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his 
life for us. 


Glory be to God on high. 


Then the Gloria Patri shall be said or sung: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say: 
Let us pray. 


Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all de- 
sires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Then may the minister read the Ten Commandments, and the people, 
still m the attitude of prayer, shall in response ask God’s mercy for 
their transgressions in times past and grace to keep the law in time 
to come. 


God spake these words, and said: I am the Lorp thy God: 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any 
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the 
earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: thou 
shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
Lorp thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation 
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of them that hate me; and showing mercy unto thousands of 
them that love me, and keep my commandments. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws 
in our hearts, we beseech thee. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lorp thy God in vain; 
for the Lorp will not hold him guiltless that taketh his name 
in vain. 

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work: but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of the Lorp thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, 
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy 
maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within 
thy gates: for in six days the Lorp made heaven and earth, the 
sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: where- 
fore the Lorp blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws 
in our hearts, we beseech thee. 

Honor thy father and thy mother: that thy days may be 
long upon the land which the Lorp thy God giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s house, thou shalt not 
covet thy neighbor’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy neigh- 
bor’s. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws 
in our hearts, we beseech thee. 


In place of or in addition to the Ten Commandments the minister may 
read thé summary of the divine law in the words of Jesus, and the peo- 
plé, in the attitude of prayer, shall ask God’s mercy and gracious aid. 
Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and 
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great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. 
Lord, have mercy upon us, and write all these thy laws 
in our hearts, we beseech thee. 
Then may the nunister read the Beatitudes of the Lord Jesus, and the 
people, still in the attitude of prayer, shall humbly ask God that they 


may be fulfilled in their hearts. Or here Isaiah 53:1-10 may be used 
as @ responsive scripture. 


Hear the Beatitudes of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. ‘ 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. < 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain this 
blessing. 
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Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you. 

Grant unto us thy Holy Spirit, O God, and enable us to 
obtain all these blessings; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

If desired, the following form may be used: 

Hear the Beatitudes of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. 

Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain these 
blessings. 

Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteous- 
ness: for they shall be filled. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the 
children of God. 

Lord, be gracious unto us, and help us to obtain these 
blessings. 

Blessed are they which are’ persecuted for righteousness’ 
sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 
and shail say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 

Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before 
you. 

Grant unto us thy Holy Spirit, O God, and enable us to 
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obtain all these blessings; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


The responsive scripture, Isaiah 53:1-10: 


Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of 
the Lorp revealed? 


For he shall grow up before him as a tender plant, and 
as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor come- 
liness; and when we shall see him, there is no beauty that 
we should desire him. 


He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 


Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sor- 
rows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, 
and afflicted. 


But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him; and with his stripes we are healed. 


All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned 
every one to his own way; and the Lorp hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all. 


He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not 
his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and as a 
sheep before his shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth. 


He was taken from prison and from judgment: and 
who shall declare his generation? for he was cut off out 
of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken. 


And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich 
in his death; because he had done no violence, neither was any 
deceit in his mouth. 


Yet it pleased the LorD to bruise him; he hath put him 
to grief: when thou shalt make his soul an offering for 


THE LORD’S SUPPER I 375 


sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days, and 
the pleasure of the LorpD shall prosper in his hand. 


Then may the minister read the Epistle, to be followed by the Gospel. 


Here may the minister and people repeat the Apostles’ Creed or some 
other of the authorized affirmations of faith, the people standing. 


Then may follow the sermon or communion meditation and a suitable 
hymn (see hymns 408-15). During the singing of this hymn the min- 
ister shall remove the linen cloth that covers the elements. 


After the hymn has been sung, the minister, standing by the Lord’s Table, 
shall announce the offering for the needy, using one or more of the 
following groups of sentences. 


I 


Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he said, It is 
more blessed to give than to receive. 

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Not everyone that saith upon me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should 
do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the 
prophets. 

. II 

They shall not appear before the Lorp empty: every man 
shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the Lorp 
thy God which he hath given thee. 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lorp will deliver 
him in time of trouble. 

Thou shalt open thine hand wide unto thy brother, to thy 
poor, and to thy needy, in thy land. 

Be merciful after thy power. If thou hast much, give plen- 
teously: if thou hast little, do thy diligence gladly to give of 
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that little: for so gatherest thou thyself a good reward in the 
day of necessity. 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lorp; and 
that which he hath given will he pay him again. 


Ill 

To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every 
man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have 
need, arid shutteth up his compassion from him, how dwelleth 
the love of God in him? 

God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of 
love, which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister. 


IV 

Offer unto God eee and pay thy vows unto the 
most High. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal: for where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 

Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any- 
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be rich in 
good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate; laying 
up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time 
«9 come, that they may lay hold on eternal life. 
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Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out. 

As the minister receives the offering, the people shall stand, and the 
following may be said or sung: 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have 
we given thee. 

Then may the minister say: 

Thine, O Lorp, is the greatness, and the power, and the 
glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, O 
Lorpb, and thou art exalted as head above all. 


The people shall remain standing while the minister reads the invitation. 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and are in 
love and charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead a new 
life, following the commandments of God, and walking from 
henceforth in his holy ways; draw near with faith, and take this 
holy Sacrament to your comfort; and devoutly kneeling make 
your humble confession to Almighty God. 


Then shall this general confession be made by the minister and those 
who are minded to receive the Holy Communion, the minister kneel- 
ing, facing the Lord’s Table, and all the people in the attitude of prayer. 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker 

of all things, Judge of all men; we acknowledge and be- 

wail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from time 
to time most grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against thy divine majesty. We do ear- 
nestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our mis- 
doings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. 

Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 

Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, for- 

give us all that is past; and grant that we may ever here- 

after serve and please thee in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of thy name; through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 
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Then shall the minister offer this prayer: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy great mercy 
hast promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty 
repentance and true faith turn unto thee; have mercy upon us; 
pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm and strengthen 
us in all goodness; and bring us to everlasting life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say: 


Hear what the Scripture saith to those of a humble and 
contrite heart : 

If any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins: 
and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world. 

This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest. 


After which the ninister and people may say: 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up unto the Lord. 
Let us give thanks unto the Lord. 
It is meet and right so to do. 


Then the minister, still kneeling and facing the Lord’s Table, shall say: 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 


Then shall be said or sung: 
Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
name, evermore praising thee, and saying: Holy, holy, 
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holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high! Amen. 


Then shall the minister offer the prayer of consecration: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender 
mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death 
upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by the 
one offering of himself, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his 
holy gospel command us to continue, this memorial of his 
precious death: hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly 
beseech thee, and grant that we, receiving this bread and wine, 
according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institu- 
tion, in remembrance of his death and passion, may also be 
partakers of the divine nature through him, who in the same 
night that he was betrayed took bread;! and when he had 
given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he took the cup ;? 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, 
Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you, and for many, for the remission of 
sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. 


Amen. 


Then shall the mimster, kneeling before the Lord’s Table, unite with 
the people in this prayer: 

We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merci- 
ful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much 
as to gather up the crumbs under thy table. But thou art 
the same.Lord, whose mercy is unfailing. Grant us there- 
fore,gratious Lord, so to partake of these memorials of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, that we may be filled with the 


1 Here may the minister take the plate in his hands. 
2Here may the minicter take the cup in his hands. 
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fullness of his life, may grow into his likeness, and may 
evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 


Then shall the minister first receive the Holy Communion in both kinds 
himself, after which he shall proceed to deliver the same to other 
ministers in like manner, if any be present. After this, the minister 
shall administer the Holy Communion to the people, while they are 
devoutly kneeltng. 


Before giving the bread, the minister shall say: 


Jesus said, “This is my body, which is given for you.” Take 
and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your heart by faith, with thanksgiving. 


Likewise before giving the cup he shall say: 
Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 


which is shed for you.” Drink this in remembrance that Christ 
died for you, and be thankful. 


When all have communed, the minister shall place upon the Lord’s 
Table what remains of the consecrated elements, covering the same 
with the linen cloth. 


Then shall the minister and people say: 


O Lord, our heavenly Father, we, thy humble servants, 
desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly be- 
seeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and thy whole Church may obtain forgiveness of our 
sins, and all other benefits of his passion. And here we 
offer and present unto thee, OQ Lord, ourselves, our souls 
and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice 
unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that all we who are 
partakers of this Holy Communion may be filled with 
thy grace and heavenly benediction. And although we be 
unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee 
any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our 
bounden duty and service; not weighing our merits, but 
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pardoning our offenses; through Jesus Christ Ot-hrought 
by whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy “hing 
all honor and glory be unto thee, O Father Almig, 
world without end. Amen. 


Then shall be said or sung the Gloria in Excelsis, the people standing: 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 
thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Al- 
mighty! 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ; O Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away 
the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only 
are the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 


Then shall the minister let the people depart with this blessing: 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always, Amen, 
$ 
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ane avr. ____ld have upon it a fair linen cloth. 
Let the pure, unfermented juice of the grape be used. 


It is our custom to receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper kneeling, 
but if persons so desire, they may receive the elements while seated or 
standing. 


Upon entering the church let the communicants bow in prayer and im the 
spirit of prayer and meditation approach the blessed Sacrament. 


The minister shall read one or more of these sentences, during the 
reading of which the stewards shall take up the offering for the needy. 
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 

good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth 
and rust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and 
steal: but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not 
break through nor steal. i 

Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even 
so to them: for this is the law and the prophets. 

Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he nee doeth the will of my 
Father which is in heaven. 

Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the 
half of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any- 
thing from any man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold. 

He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. Every 
man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not 
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all 
men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith. 
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Godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought 
nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out. 

Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be ready 
to distribute, willing to communicate; laying up in store for 
themselves a good foundation against the time to come, that 
they may lay hold on eternal life. 

God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labor of 
love, which ye have showed toward his name, in that ye have 
ministered to the saints, and do minister. 

To do good and to communicate forget not: for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased. 

Whoso hath this world’s good, and seeth his brother have 
need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, 
how dwelleth the love of God in him? 

He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lorp; and 
that which he hath given will he pay him again. 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the Lorp will deliver 
him in time of trouble. 


Then shali the ‘minister read this invitation: 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent of your sins, and are 
in love and charity with your neighbors, and intend to lead a 
new life, following the commandments of God, and walking 
from henceforth in his holy ways; draw near with faith, and 
take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your 
humble cgnfession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon 
your knees. 

Then shail this general confession be made by the minister and all those 
who are minded to receive the Holy Communion, both he and they 
humbly kneeling, and saying: 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker 
of all things, Judge of all men; we acknowledge and 
bewail our manifold sins and wickedness, which we from 
time to time most grievously have committed, by thought, 
word, and deed, against thy divine majesty, provoking 
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most justly thy wrath and indignation against us. We do 
earnestly repent, and are heartily sorry for these our mis- 
doings; the remembrance of them is grievous unto us. 
Have mercy upon us, have mercy upon us, most merciful 
Father; for thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake, forgive 
us all that is past; and grant that we may ever hereafter 
serve and please thee in newness of life, to the honor and 
glory of thy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say: 

O Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy great 
mercy hast promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn to thee; have mercy 
upon us; pardon and deliver us from all our sins; confirm and 
strengthen us in all goodness; and bring us to everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The Collect 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all de- 
sires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 
magnify thy holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say: 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should 
at all times and in all places give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. ; 

Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the 
company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious 
name, evermore praising thee, and saying: Holy, holy, 
holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth are full of thy 
glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most high! Amen. 

Then shall the minister say: 
We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful 


Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
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the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same Lord whose 
property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious 
Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy Son Jesus Christ, and to drink 
his blood, that our sinful souls and bodies may be made clean by 
his death, and washed through his most precious blood, and that 
we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 


Then the minister shall say the prayer of consecration as followeth: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender 
mercy didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death 
upon the cross for our redemption; who made there (by his 
oblation of himself once offered), a full, perfect, and sufficient 
sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction for the sins of the whole 
world; and did institute, and in his holy gospel command us to 
continue, a perpetual memory of his precious death until his 
coming again: hear us, O meiciful Father, we most humbly 
beseech thee, and grant that we, receiving these thy creatures 
of bread and wine, according to thy Son our Saviour Jesus 

Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 

passion, may be partakers of his most blessed body and blood; 

who in the same night that he was betrayed took bread; and 
when’ he had given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disci- 
ples, saying, Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you; 
do this in remembrance of me. Likewise after supper he took 
the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, 
saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of the New 

Testament; which is shed for you, and for many, for the re- 

mission of sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remem- 

brance of me. Amen. 

Then shall the minister first receive the Holy Communion in oth kinds 
himself, and then proceed to deliver the same to the other .inisters in 
like manner, if any be present. 

Then shall he say the Lord’s Prayer, the people stili kneeling and 
repeating after him every petition: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
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heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Then a hymn may be sung, and the communicants shall be invited to the 
Lord’s Table. The minister shall deliver both kinds to the people imto 
their hands. 


When he delivereth the bread, he shall say: 

The body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was given for 
thee, preserve thy soul and body unto everlasting life. Take 
and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for thee, and feed 
on him in thy heart by faith with thanksgiving. 


And the minister that delivereth the cup shall say: 
The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was shed for 
thee, preserve thy soul and body unto everlasting life. Drink 


this in remembrance that Christ’s blood was shed for thee, 
and be thankful. 


When all have communed, the minister shall returm to the Lord’s Table, 


and place upon it what remaineth of the consecrated elements, covering 
the same with d fair linen cloth. 


Then shall the minister and people say: 


O Lord, our heavenly Father, we, thy humble servants, 
desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our 
sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; most humbly be- 
seeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of 
thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we 
and thy whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion. And here we offer 
and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and 
bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto 
thee; humbly beseeching thee that all we who are par- 
takers of this Holy Communion may be filled with thy 
grace and heavenly benediction. And although we be un- 
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worthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any 
sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden 
duty and service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning 
our offenses; through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, 
and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor 
and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world with- 
out end, Amen, 


Then may be said or sung: 

Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men. We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship 
thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy great 
glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Al- 
mighty! 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesus Christ; O Lord 
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away 
the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest 
away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou 
that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only 
art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 
art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
Then the minister, if he see it expedient, may offer an extempore prayer; 

and afterward shall let the people depart with this blessing: 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always, Amen, 
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PROPER PREFACES TO PRECEDE THE 
SANCTUS IN THE.SERVICE OF 
HOLY COMMUNION 


Christmas 

Because thou didst give Jesus Christ thine only Son to be 
born as at this time for us, that by taking flesh of our humanity 
he might make us partakers of the divine glory. Therefore with 
angels, etc. 


Epiphany 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who, in substance of our 
mortal flesh, manifested forth his glory, that he might bring 


us out of darkness into his own glorious light. Therefore with 
angels, etc. 


Easter Day 


But chiefly are we bound to praise thee for the glorious res- 
urrection of thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his death 
hath destroyed death, and by his rising to life again hath re- 
stored to us everlasting life. Therefore with angels, etc. 


W Iutsunday 


Through Jesus Christ our Lord; according to whose most 
true promise, the Holy Spirit came down as at this time from 
heaven as a mighty rushing wind and in tongues of fire, 
whereby we have been brought out of darkness into the clear 
light and true knowledge of thee, and of thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Therefore with angels, etc. 


A LECTIONARY OF SUGGESTED LESSONS 
FOR THE HOLY COMMUNION 


First Sunday in Advent Rom. 13 :4-14 Mark 13 :1-13 
Second Sunday in Advent Rom. 15 :4-13 Matt. 25 :1-13 
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Third Sunday in Advent 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Christmas 


The New Year 
Epiphany 


‘Ash Wednesday, or Day of 
Fasting and Prayer 


First Sunday in Lent 

Second Sunday in Lent 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Fifth Sunday in Lent, or Passion 
Sunday 

Sixth Sunday in Lent, or Palm Sunday 

Maundy Thursday 

Good Friday 

Easter Day 


Festival of the Christian Home 
Ascensiontide 


Whitsunday, or Pentecost 
Trinity Sunday 


All Saints Day 
Thanksgiving Day 


I Cor. 4:1-5 
Phil. 4:4-7 
Heb. 1 :1-12 
Titus 2:11-14 
Rey. 21 :1-7 
Eph. 3 :1-12 
Acts 13 :42-49 


I Cor. 9 :24-27 
II Cor. 6:1-10 
I John 2:7-17 
Eph. 5 :1-14 
Heb. 12:22-29 


Heb. 9:11-15 
Phil. 2:5-11 

I Cor. 11 :23-28 
Heb. 10 :1-25 


Col. 3 :1-4 

I Pet. 1 :3-25 
Eph. 6 :1-4 
Acts 1:1-11 
Rey. 5:1-14 
Acts 2:1-11 
Rev. 4 

Eph. 2 :13-22 
Rey. 7 :9-17 
Gal. 6 :6-10 
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Matt. 11 :2-15 
Luke 3 :2-18 
John 1 :1-14 
Luke 2:1-14 
Luke 9:57-62 


Matt. 2:1-12; 
28 :16-20 


Matt. 6 :16-21 
Matt. 4:1-11 
Matt. 5 :17-20 
Matt. 5 :13-16 
John 3 :16-21 


Mark 10:32-45 
Mark 11:1-11 
John 13:1-17 
John 19 :1-37 


John 20 :1-18 
Matt. 28:1-10 


Mark 10 :2-16 
Luke 24 :44-53 


John 14 :15-31 
John 3 :1-15 


Matt. 5:1-12 
Luke 12 :13-34 


The Order for the Baptism of Infants 


Let the parents of every child to be baptized have the choice of sprin- 
kling, pouring, or immersion. 


It is proper and desirable that this Sacrament should not only be accom- 
panied by prayer, admonition, and the reading of Scripture, as herein 
provided, but that it should be administered in the presence of the 
people, and most suitably in the house of God. 


Dearly beloved, forasmuch as all men are heirs of life eter- 
nal and subjects of the saving grace of the Holy Spirit; and 
that our Saviour Christ saith, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom of 
God; I beseech you to call upon God the Father, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that of his bounteous goodness he will grant 
unto this child, now to be baptized, the continual replenishing 
of his grace that he become a worthy member of Christ’s holy 
Church. 


Then shall the minister say: 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and everliving God, we beseech thee that of thine 
infinite goodness thou wilt look upon this child and grant that 
by the aid of thy Holy Spirit he may be steadfast in faith, 
joyful through hope, and rooted in love, and that he may so 
live the life which now is, that he may enter triumphantly the 
life which is to come; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the minister address the parents or sponsors as follows: 

Dearly beloved, forasmuch as this child is now presented by 
you for Christian Baptism, and 7s thus consecrated to God and 
to his Church, it is your part and duty to see that he be taught, 
as soon as he shall be able to learn, the meaning and purpose of 
this holy Sacrament; that he be instructed in the principles of 
our holy faith and the nature of the Christian life; that he 
shall be trained to give reverent attendance upon the public 
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and private worship of God and the teaching of the Holy 
Scripture ; and that in every way, by precept and example, you 
shall seek to lead him into the love of God and the service of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Do you solemnly promise to fulfill these duties so far as in 
you lies, the Lord being your helper? 


We do. 


Then shall the people stand, and the minister shall say: 

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. Mark: 

And they brought young children to him, that he should 
touch them: and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. 
But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Let the little children come unto me, and _ forbid 
them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. Verily I say 
unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God 
as a little child, he shall not enter therein. And he took them 
up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them. 


Tien shall the minister, who may here take the child in his arms, say 
to the parents or sponsors: | 


‘What name shall be given to this child? 


And then, repeating the name, he shall baptize the child, saying: 
N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


; Then shall the minister say: 
Let us pray. 

O God, our heavenly Father, grant that this child, as he 
grows in years, may also grow in grace and in knowledge of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and that by the restraining and renewing 
influence of thy Holy Spirit he may ever be a true child of 
God, serving thee faithfully all his days; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, fount of all love and wisdom, source of 
all power; so guide and uphold the parents [or sponsors] of 
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this child that, by loving care, wise counsel, and holy example, 
they may lead him into that life of faith whose strength is 
righteousness and whose fruit is everlasting joy and peace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Or the minister may offer extempore prayer. 


Then may the minster and the people say: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Then may be sung a hymn, such as: 


406-—‘Friend of the home: as when in Galilee.” 
407—‘See Israel’s gentle Shepherd stand.” 
440—T think when I read.” 


Then may the minister say: 
Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 


ceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and evermore. Amen. 


The Order for the Baptism of 
Children and Youth 


Let every person to be baptized have the choice of sprinkling, pouring, 
or immersion, 

Tt is proper and desirable that this Sacrament should not only be accom- 
panied by prayer, admonition, and the reading of Scripture, as herein 
provided, but that it should be administered in the presence of the peo- 
ple, and most suitably in the house of God. 


The minister, coming to the font, shall say: 

Hear the words of the Gospel written by St. Matthew, in 
the twenty-eighth chapter, beginning at the sixteenth verse. 

Then the eleven disciples went away into Galilee, into a 
mountain where Jesus had appointed them. And when they saw 
him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came 
and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit : teaching them to observe all things 
whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo, I am with you al- 
way, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say: 
4 Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, whose most dearly beloved 
Son Jesus Christ gave himself for our salvation, and did com- 
mand his disciples that they should go teach all nations, and 
baptize them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit; regard, we beseech thee, the supplications of 
thy corigregation; and grant that these persons now to be bap- 
tized may so open their hearts to thee that they may receive the 
fullness of thy grace, and may ever remain in the number of 
thy faithful children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 
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Then the minister shall say to the persons to be baptized: 

Well beloved, who are come hither, desiring to receive holy 
Baptism, you. have heard how the congregation hath prayed that 
God would assist you to open your hearts to his love and direc- 
tion, that you may be faithful disciples of our Lord. 

Wherefore, for your part, it is needful that in the presence 
of Almighty God, and the hearing of this congregation, you 
should now make known your purpose to accept the obligations 
of this holy Sacrament by answering the following questions: 

Will you faithfully put away from you every known sin, of 
thought, word, or deed, and accept and confess Jesus Christ as 
your Saviour and Lord? 

God helping me, I will. 

Will you diligently study the Bible as God’s Holy Word, and 
in all things strive to make it the rule of your life? 

God helping me, I will. 

Having been taught how the Spirit of our Lord separates 
right from wrong, will you faithfully endeavor to live so as to 
be pleasing unto him? 

God helping me, I will. 

Will you be baptized in this faith? 

This is my desire. 

Then shall the minister ask each person his name, and shall baptize him, 
saying: 


N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Here the minister shall offer an extempore prayer 


The Order for the Baptism of Adults 


Let every person to be baptized have the choice of sprinkling, pouring, 
or immersion. 

It is proper and desirable that this sacrament should not only be accom- 
panied by prayer, admonition, and the reading of Scripture, as herein 
provided, but that it should be administered in the presence of the peo- 
ple, and most suitably in the house of God. 


The minister, addressing the people, shall say: 


Dearly beloved, forasmuch as our Saviour Jesus Christ sent 
forth his disciples to teach all nations and baptize them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, 
and wherefore these persons come now to be baptized, I be- 
seech you to call upon God the Father that of his bounteous 
goodness he will grant unto them the renewing power of the 
Holy Spirit and enable them by divine grace to attain unto the 
fullness of salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Let us pray. 

Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that need, the 
helper of all that flee to thee for succor, the life of them that 
believe, and the resurrection of the dead; we call upon thee for 
these persons now to be baptized. May they be filled with thy 
Holy Spirit and may they find in thee their refuge, their 
strength, their wisdom, and their joy. May they be faithful to 
thee all the days of their life‘and finally come to the eternal 
kingdom which thou hast promised; through Jesus Christ our 


Lord. Amen. 


Then thay the minister read one or more of the following lessons: 
Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and 
ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is 
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unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call. And with many other 
words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from 
this untoward generation. Then they that gladly received his 
word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls. And they continued stead- 
fastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking 
of bread, and in prayers. 


And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul 
having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and 
finding certain disciples, he said unto them, Have ye received 
the Holy Spirit since ye believed? And they said unto him, We 
have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Spirit. 
And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And 
they said, Unto John’s baptism. Then said Paul, John verily 
baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people 
that they should believe on him which should come after him, 
that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were bap- 
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid 
his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them. 


There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a 
ruler of the Jews: the same came to Jesus by night, and said 
unto him, Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 
God: for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, except 
God be with him. Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, 
verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus saith unto him, How can a 
man be born when he is old? can he enter the second time into 
his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered, Verily, verily, 
I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God. That which 
is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. 
The wind bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound 
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thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and whither it 
goeth: so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 


For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family of heaven and earth 
is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. 


Then shall the minister say to the persons to be baptized: 

Dearly beloved, who have come hither desiring to receive 
holy Baptism, the congregation gives thanks to God for your 
coming, and prays that the Holy Spirit may dwell within you, 
and that your faith may not fail. In the hearing of this congre- 
gation you should now make known your purpose to accept the 
obligations of this holy Sacrament. 

Do you truly repent of your sins and accept and confess 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord? 

I do. 

Will you earnestly endeavor to keep God’s holy will and 
commandments ? 

I will. 

Do you desire to be baptized in this faith? 

I do. 


Here the persons shall kneel, and then the minister shall pray: 
© merciful God, grant that all sinful affections may die in 
these persons, and that all things belonging to the Spirit may 
live and.grow in them. Amen. 
Almighty, ever-living God; regard, we beseech thee, our sup- 
plications and grant that these persons may receive the fullness 
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of thy grace and ever remain in the number of thy faithful and 
beloved children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then the minister, asking the name of each person, shall baptize him, 
repeating the name and saying: 
N., I baptize thee in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Then may the minister offer extempore prayer. Then may the minister 
and the people say: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Then may be sung one or more stanzas of a hymn, such as: 


223—‘Blessed Master, I have promised.” 
226—‘O Jesus, I have promised.” 
257—“My gracious Lord, I own thy right.” 


Then shall the minister say: 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and evermore. Amen. 


The Order for Receiving Persons as 
Preparatory Members 


The use of this form is optional. 


Those who are to be received as preparatory members shall be called 
forward by name, and the minister, addressing the people, shall say: 
Dearly beloved, that none may be admitted hastily into the 

Church, we receive persons who seek fellowship with us into 

a preparatory membership, in which they may be properly in- 

structed, and also give proof, both to themselves and to the 

Church, of the sincerity and depth of their convictions and of 

the strength of their purpose to lead a new life. 

Then, addressing the persons seeking admission as preparatory members, 
the minister shall say: 

Beloved in the Lord, you have by the grace of God made 
your decision to follow Christ and to serve him. Your confi- 
dence in so doing is not to be based on any notion of fitness or 
worthiness in yourselves, but on the gracious promise of God, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, who loved us and gave himself 


for us. 
That the Church may know your purpose, you will answer 


the following questions: 
Have you an earnest desire to be saved from your sins? 


I have. 

Will you guard yourself against all things contrary to the 
teachings of God’s Word, and endeavor to lead a holy life, 
following the commandments of God? 

I will.” 

Will you give reverent attendance upon the private and pub. 
lic worship of God and the teaching of the Word? 

I will. 
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Then shall the minister say: 
On behalf of the Church, and in the hope that you will go 
forward to complete membership therein, I give you a cordial 
welcome. 


Then may the minister offer extempore prayer. 


The Order for Receiving Persons 
into the Church 


On the day appointed, all that are to be received into the Church shalt 
be called forward, and the minister, addressing the people, shall say: 
Dearly beloved, the Church is of God, and will be preserved 

to the end of time, for the promotion of his worship and the 

due administration of his word and ordinances, the maintenance 
of Christian fellowship and discipline, the edification of believ- 
ers, and the conversion of the world. All, of every age and sta- 
tion, stand in need of the means of grace which it alone supplies. 

Into this holy fellowship the persons before you, who have 
received the Sacrament of Baptism, who have learned the nature 
of these privileges and these duties, and who have also been in- 
structed in the teachings and the aims of The Methodist Church, 
come seeking admission. We now propose in the fear of God 
to question them as to their faith and purpose, that you may 
know that they are proper persons to be admitted into this 
church. 

Then, addressing those secking admission, the minister shall say: 

Beloved in the Lord, you are come hither seeking union with 
the Church of God. We rejoice that you are minded to under- 
take the privileges and the duties of membership in the Church. 
Before you are fully admitted thereto, you should here publicly 
renew your vows, confess your faith, and declare your purpose, 
by answering the following questions: 

Do you here in the presence of God and this congregation 
renew the solemn promise and vow that was made at your 
baptism ? 

I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Saviour and Lord and 
pledge your allegiance to his Kingdom? 


I do. 
401 
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Do you receive and profess the Christian faith as contained 
in the New Testament of our Lord Jesus Christ ? 
I do. 


Will you be loyal to The Methodist Church, and uphold it 
by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, and your service? 


I will. 


Then those to be received shall kneel, and tie minister, who may lay his 
hand upon the head of every one severally, shall say: 
N., the Lord defend thee with his heavenly grace and by his 
Spirit confirm thee in the faith and fellowship of all true disci- 
ples of Jesus Christ. Amen. 


Here the following form may be used: 


Those being received shall rise, and the minister, addressing the people, 
shall say: 
Brethren, I commend to your love and care these persons 
whom we this day recognize as members of the Church of 
Christ. What is your mind to them? 


Whereupon the people shall say: 

We rejoice to recognize you as members of the Church 
of Christ, and bid you welcome to all its privileges. Your 
peace, joy, and welfare are now our own. With you we 
renew our pledge to God and this church. The Lorp bless 
you, and keep you: the LorD make his face to shine upon 
you, and be gracious unto you: the Lorp lift up his coun- 
tenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 


Or the following alternative form may be used: 


The minister shall say to the candidates: 
We rejoice to recognize you as members of the Church of 
Christ, and bid you welcome to all its privileges; and in token 
of our brotherly love we give you the right hand of fellowship, 


and pray that you may be numbered with his people here, and 
with his saints in glory everlasting. 
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And the minister shall say to the congregation: 

Brethren, I commend to your love and care these persons 
whom we this day recognize as members of the Church of 
Christ. Do all in your power to increase their faith, confirm 
their hope, and perfect them in love. 


Then may be sung one or more stanzas of a hymn, such as: 
379—T love thy kingdom, Lord.” 
380—“‘Jesus, with thy Church abide.” 
383—“How lovely is thy dwelling place.” 
Then may the minister say: 
The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 


> 


The Order for Receiving Children and 
Youth into the Church 


After the minster previously shall have formed the children into a class 
(baptizing any whose baptism may have been delayed or neglected), 
and shall have instructed them in the things necessary for them to 
know as to the doctrines and rules of the Church, he shall cause them 
to be conveniently placed before the congregation, and, after inviting 
their parents and teachers to stand with them om either hand, he shall 
say: 

Brethren of the household of faith, let our hearts be lifted 
up in thanksgiving to Almighty God, who by the Holy Spirit 
hath inclined these children+. to desire and ask for membership 
in the Church. As they have arrived at the years of discretion, 
and now of thew own accord appear before this congregation 
to take upon themselves the vows and enter upon the privileges 
and duties of the Church, let us with one mind and heart most 
earnestly invoke in their behalf the blessings of Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit. 


Then shall the minister say: 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and everliving God, giver of every good and 
perfect gift; accept our hearty thanks for these children whom 
thou hast committed to our love and care. As thou didst bring 
them into the world, now renew in thy servants, their parents, 
pastors, and teachers, wisdom to train them in the way they 
should go. Grant unto these thy children that from this day 
forth they may grow in grace, and wisdom, and in favor with 
God and man; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the minister address the parents or sponsors: 
Dearly beloved, let this be to you a day of peculiar joy and 


1The minister may use the words ‘‘youth” or ‘young people” at his discretion 


in place of the word “‘children’”’ here and at other appropriate places in this order. 
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thanksgiving, in that these who are of your flesh and blood 
have also entered into a holier spiritual kinship with you in 
Jesus Christ. While the Church will continue to share with you 
the duty and privilege of bringing up these children in the nur- 
ture and admonition of the Lord, it renews its solemn injunction 
to you, by God’s help, faithfully to continue both to teach and 
to train them, by example and precept, in the way of the Lord. 
Will you accept this duty, in the fear and favor of God, and 
here and now, in the presence of Almighty God and this con- 
gregation, renew the vows made by you in the baptism of 
these children? 


With God’s help, I will. 


Then shall the minister address the children who are candidates and say: 


Beloved children, our Lord Jesus, by his holy Word, hath 
expressly given to everyone who believes in him a place in his 
Kingdom and Church. Before you are admitted into the Church, 
it becomes my duty to inquire of you as to your purpose of 
mind and heart: 

Do you, each of you, believe in God as your heavenly Father ? 


I do. 

Do you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Saviour? 

I do. 

Do you believe in the Bible as God’s holy Word? 

TI do. 

Will you be loyal to The Methodist Church, and uphold it 
by your prayers, your presence, your gifts, and your service ?. 

I will. 


Here the minister may offer an extempore prayer. Then those to be re- 
ceived shall kneel, and the minister, laying his hands upon every one 
of them severally, shall say: 

I receive you into the Church of Christ and pray God to con- 
firm you in the faith and fellowship of all true disciples of 


Jesus Christ. Amen, 
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Then shall the minister, the people, and the children say: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


The Order for Receiving Members by 


Transfer 
or on 


Reaffirmation of Faith 
or in 


Affiliated Membership 


The minister shall say: 

The following persons present certificates of transfer com- 
mending them to the fellowship of this church: [names]. 

The following persons who have been members of the Church 
desire to present themselves for reaffirmation of their faith 
and reception into the fellowship of this church: [names]. 

The following persons, while retaining their membership in 
other churches, are to be welcomed as affiliated members in the 
fellowship of this church: [names]. 

The persons named will now present themselves for public 
reception into the fellowship of this church. 


When they have come forward, the minister shall say: 

Dearly ,beloved, you have already confessed your faith in 
Christ before this people, and given yourselves to the service 
of God. As you come to join this church, will you labor and 
pray for its, upbuilding, and live with this people of God in 
Christian fellowship? 

I will. « 

Thé members of this church bid you welcome to the mem- 
bership of this church, and on their behalf I give you the right 
hand of fellowship. We pray that, as all of us are united in 
faith and brotherhood, we may grow into the likeness of 
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Christ, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

The Lorp bless you, and keep you: the Lorp make his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious unto you: the Lorp lift up his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen, 


The Order for the Solemnization of 
Matrimony 


At the time appointed, the persons to be married—having been qualified 
according to the law of the state and the standards of the church— 
standing together facing the minister, the man at the minister's left hand 
and the woman at the right, the minister shall say: 

Dearly beloved, we are gathered here in the sight of God, 
and in the presence of these witnesses, to join together this man 
and this woman in holy matrimony; which is an honorable es- 
tate, instituted of God, and signifying unto us the mystical 
union which exists between Christ and his Church; which holy 
estate Christ adorned and beautified with his presence in Cana 
of Galilee. It is therefore not to be entered into unadvisedly, 
but reverently, discreetly, and in the fear of God. Into this 
holy estate these two persons come now to be joined. 


Speaking to the persons to be married, the minister shall say: 

I require and charge you both, as you stand in the presence 
of God, to remember that love and loyalty alone will avail as 
the foundation of a happy and enduring home. No other human 
ties are more tender, no other vows more sacred than those you 
now assume. If these solemn vows be kept inviolate, and if 
steadfastl¥ you endeavor to do the will of your heavenly Father, 
your life will be full of joy, and the home which you are 
establishing will abide in peace. 


Then shall the minister say to the man, using his Christian name: 

N., wilt;thou have this woman to be thy wedded wife, to live 
together in the holy estate of matrimony ? Wilt thou love her, 
comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; 
and forsaking all other keep thee only unto her, so long as ye 
both shall live? 
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The man shall answer: 


I will. 


Then shall the minister say to the woman, using her Christian name: 

N., wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded husband, to 
live together in the holy estate of matrimony? Wilt thou love 
him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in 
health; and forsaking all other keep thee only unto him, so 
long as ye both shall live? 


The woman shall answer: 
I will. 
Then may the nunister say: 


Who giveth this woman to be married to this man? 


The father of the woman, or whoever giveth her in marriage, shall 
answer: 


I do. 


Then the minister (receiving the hand of the woman from her father or 
other sponsor) shall cause the man with his right hand to take the 
woman by her right hand, and say after him: 

I, N., take thee, N., to be my wedded wife, to have 
and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse, 
for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love 
and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God’s 
holy ordinance; and thereto I plight thee my troth. 


Then shall they loose their hands; and the woman, with her right hana 
taking the man by his right hand, shall likewise say after the minister: 
I, N., take thee, N., to be my wedded husband, to have 

and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for worse. 

for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love 
and to cherish, till death us do part, according to God’s 
holy ordinance; and thereto I plight thee my troth. 


Then shall they again loose their hands; and the man may give untc 
the woman a ring, on this wise: the minister, taking the ring, shall say. 


This ring is an outward and visible sign of an inward anc 
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spiritual grace, signifying unto all the uniting of this man and 
this woman in holy matrimony, through the Church of Jesus 
Christ our Lerd. 


Then the minister may say: 


Let us pray. 


Bless, O Lord, the giving of this ring, that he who gives it 
and she who wears it may abide forever in thy peace, and con- 
tinue in thy favor; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The minister shall then deliver the ring to the man to put upon the third 
finger of the woman's left hand. The man, holding the ring there, 
shall say after the minister: 

In token and pledge of the vow between us made, with 
this ring I thee wed; in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


In case of a double-ring ceremony, the minister shall deliver the other 
ring to the woman to put wpon the third finger of the man’s left hand; 
and the woman, hoiding the ring there, shall say after the minister: 
In token and pledge of the vow between us made, with 

this ring I thee wed; in the name of the Father, and of 


the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say: 


Let us pray. 

O eternal God, creator and preserver of all mankind, giver 
of all spititual grace, the author of everlasting life; send thy 
blessing upon this man and this woman, whom we bless in thy 
name; that they may surely perform and keep the vow and 
covenant between them made, and may ever remain in perfect 
love and peace together, and live according to thy laws. 

Look gvaciously upon them, that they may love, honor, and 
cherish each other, and so live together in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may 
be a haven of blessing and a place of peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Then shall the minister join their right hands together and with his 
hand on their united hands shall say: 

Forasmuch as N. and N. have consented together in holy 
wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this 
company, and thereto have pledged their troth each to the other, 
and have declared the same by joining hands (and by giving 
and receiving a ring); I pronounce that they are husband and 
wife together, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. Those whom God hath joined together, let 
not man put asunder. Amen. 


Then, the husband and wife kneeling, the minister shall say: 
Let us pray. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Then shall the minister add this blessing: 

God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless, pre- 
serve, and keep you; the Lord graciously with his favor look 
upon you, and so fill you with all spiritual benediction and 
love that you may so live together in this life that in the world 
to come you may have life everlasting. Amen, . 


The Order for the Burial of the Dead 


The minister shall begin the service by reading one or more of the 
following sentences: 

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live : and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms. 

The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
the Lorp is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

The righteous live forever, and the care of them is with the 
most High: with his right hand he shall cover them, and with 
his arm shall he shield them. 

For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens. 


Then shall the minister say: 


Let us pray. 


Here may the minister offer one or both of the following prayers, 
ending with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Almighty God, fount of all life; thou art our refuge and 
strength; thou art our help in trouble. Enable us, we pray thee, 
to put our trust in thee, that we may obtain comfort, and find 
grace to help in this and every time of need; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Almighty God, our Father, from whom we come, and unto 
whom our spirits return; thou hast been our dwelling place in 
all generations. Thou art our refuge and strength, a very 
presefit hélp in trouble. Grant us thy blessing in this hour, and 
enable us so to put our trust in thee that our spirits may grow 
calm and our hearts be comforted. Lift our eyes beyond the 
shadows of earth, and help us to see the light of eternity. So 
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may we find grace and strength for this and every time of need; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Here, may be read one or more of these lessons from the Old Testament: 


The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of right- 
eousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies : thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever. 


Lorp, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst 
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, thou art God. 

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as: yesterday when 
it is past, and as a watch in the night. 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: 
in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 

In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the eve- 
‘ning it is cut down, and withereth. 

So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom. 
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Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto 
their children. 

And let the beauty of the Lorp our God be upon us: and es- 
tablish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of 
our hands establish thou it. 


I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh 
my help. 

My help cometh from the Lorp, who made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee 
will not slumber. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lorp is thy keeper: the Lorp is thy shade upon thy right 
hand. 
The Lorp shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for evermore. 


The Lorp is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? 
The Lorp is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall 
not fear; though war should rise against me, in this will I be 
confident. 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in 
the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me 
up upon a rock. 

Teach me thy way, O Lor», and lead me in a plain path. 

I had,fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of 
the Lorp in the land of the living. 

Wait on the Lorn: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lorn. 


: Here may be said or sung the Gloria Patri: 
Glorysbe to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 
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Here shall be read one or more of these lessons from the New Testament: 


Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
I am the way, the truth, and the life. If ye love me, keep my 
commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; 
even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you. Because I live, ye shall 
live also. 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. 


As many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God. For ye have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, 
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit itself beareth wit- 
ness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: and if 
children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint heirs with Christ; 
if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified 
together. 

For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed 
in, us. 

And we know that all things work together for good to them 
that love God. 

What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, 
who can be against us? Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am 
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persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to sepa- 
: rate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 


Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits 
of them that slept. 

But some man will say, How are the dead raised up? and 
with what body do they come? Thou fool, that which thou 
sowest is not quickened, except it die: but God giveth it a body 
as it hath pleased him. 

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corrup- 
tion; it is raised in incorruption: 

It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: it is sown in 
weakness ; it is raised in power: 

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body. 

And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly. 

For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy sting? 
O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and 
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus: Christ. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor 
is not in vain in the Lord. _ 


And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down 
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husWand? And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Be- 
hold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be 
with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears 
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from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sor- 
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away. 


And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as 
crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, 
was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manners of 
fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the 
tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no 
more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be 
in it; and his servants shall serve him: and they shall see his 
face; and his name shall be in their foreheads. And there shall be 
no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the 
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign 
for ever and ever. 


For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is 
named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner 
man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, 
being rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all saints. what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height ; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. Now 
unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout 
all ages, world without end. Amen, 


Here may follow music and an address, closing with extempore prayer, 
or one of the following prayers: 

Eternal God, who committest to us the swift and solemn 
trust of life; since we know not what a day may bring forth, 
but only that the hour for serving thee is always present, may 
we wake to the instant claims of thy holy will, not waiting for 
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tomorrow, but yielding today. Consecrate with thy presence the 
way our feet may go; and the humblest work will shine, and 
the roughest places be made plain. Lift us above unrighteous 
anger and mistrust into faith and hope and love by a simple 
and steadfast reliance on thy sure will. In all things draw us to 
the mind of Christ, that thy lost image may be traced again, and 
that thou mayest own us as at one with him and thee. Amen, 


O God, who art the strength of thy saints, and who redeem- 
est the souls of thy servants; we bless thy name for all those 
who have died in the Lord, and who now rest from their 
labors, having received the end of their faith, even the salva- 
tion of their souls. Especially we call to remembrance thy 
lovingkindness and thy tender mercies to this thy servant. 
For all thy goodness that withheld not his portion in the joys of 
this earthly life, and for thy guiding hand along the way of his 
pilgrimage, we give thee thanks and praise. Especially we bless 
thee for thy grace that kindled in jis heart the love of thy dear 
name, that enabled him to fight the good fight, to endure unto 
the end, and to obtain the victory, yea, to become more than 
conqueror, through him that loveth us. We magnify thy holy 
name that, his trials and temptations being ended, sickness and 
death being passed, with all the dangers and difficulties of this 
mortal life, his spirit is at home in thy presence, with whom 
dwelleth eternal peace. And grant, O Lord, we beseech thee, 
that we who rejoice in the triumph of thy saints may profit 
by their example, that, becoming followers of their faith and 
patience,’ we also may enter with them into an inheritance in- 
corruptible and undefiled, and that fadeth not away; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, the Lord of life, the Conqueror of death, our help in 
every time of trouble, who dost not willingly grieve or afflict the 
childfen 6£ men; comfort us who mourn, and give us grace, in 
the presence of death, to worship thee, that we may have sure 
hope of eternal life and be enabled to put our whole trust in thy 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Father of spirits, we have joy at this time in all who have 
faithfully lived, and in all who have peacefully died. We thank 
thee for all fair memories and all living hopes; for the sacred 
ties that bind us to the unseen world; for the dear and holy 
dead who compass us as a cloud of witnesses, and make the 
distant heaven a home to our hearts. May we be followers of 
those who now inherit the promises; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O Lord and Master, who thyself didst weep beside the grave, 
and art touched with the feeling of our sorrows; fulfill now 
thy promise that thou wilt not leave thy people comfortless, but 
wilt come to them. Reveal thyself unto thy sorrowing servants, 
and cause them to hear thee say, I am the resurrection, and the 
life. Help them, O Lord, to turn to thee with true discernment, 
and to abide in thee through living faith, that, finding now the 
comfort of thy presence, they may have also a sure confidence 
in thee for all that is to come; until the day break, and the 
shadows flee away. Hear us for thy great mercy’s sake, O Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Thou who hast ordered this wondrous world, and who 
knowest all things in earth and heaven; so fill our hearts with 
trust in thee that, by night and by day, at all times and in all 
seasons, we may without fear commit those who are dear to us 
to thy never-failing love for this life and the life to come. 
Amen. 


O Lord, we pray thee, give us thy strength, that we may 
live more bravely and faithfully for the sake of those who are 
no longer with us here upon earth; and grant us so to serve 
thee day by day that we may find eternal fellowship with them; 
through him who died and rose again for us all, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty God, who art leading us through the changes of 
time to the rest and blessedness of eternity; be thou near to 
comfort and uphold. Make us to know and feel that thy chil- 
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dren are precious in thy sight, that they live evermore with thee, 
and that thy mercy endureth forever. Thankful for the life 
which thou hast given us for these seasons, we pray thy help 
now to resign it obediently unto thee. Assist us to return to 
the scenes of our daily life, to obey thy will with patience, and 
to bear our trials with fortitude and hope. And when the peace 
of death falls upon us, may we find our perfect rest in thee; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


Then may the minister say: 
The Lorp bless you, and keep you: the Lorp make his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious unto you: the Lorp lift up his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace. Amen. 


At the grave, when the people are assembled, the minister shall say: 

Our help is in the name of the Lorp, who made heaven and 
earth. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lorp pitieth them 
that fear him. 

Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: 
behold, your God will come and save you. 

The mercy of the Lorp is from everlasting to everlasting 
upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children’s 
children. 


Then the minister may say: 

Forasmuch as the spirit of the departed has entered into the 
life immortal, we therefore commit his body to its resting place, 
but his spirit we commend to God, remembering how Jesus said 
upon the cross, “Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” 


Or the minister may say: 

Forastauch as Almighty God hath received unto himself the 
soul of our departed brother, we therefore tenderly commit his 
body to the ground, in the blessed hope that as he hath borne 
the image of the earthly so also he shall bear the image of the 


heavenly. 
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' Or the minister may say: 

Forasmuch as the spirit of the departed hath returned to 
God who gave it, we therefore commit iis body to the ground, 
earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust; looking for the gen- 
eral resurrection in the last day, and the life of the world to 
come, through our Lord Jesus Christ; at whose coming in 
glorious majesty to judge the world, the earth and the sea shall 
give up their dead; and the corruptible bodies of those who 
sleep in him shall be changed and made like unto his own glo- 
rious body ; according to the mighty working whereby he is able 
to subdue all things unto himself. 


Then may be said: 

I heard a voice from heaven, saying unto me: 

Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from henceforth: 
Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors; and 
their works do follow them. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 


Here may the minister and people unite in the Lord’s Prayer: 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And:lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Then the minister may say one or more of the following prayers: 


Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of those who 
depart hence in the Lord, and with whom the souls of the 
faithful after death are in strength and gladness; we give thee 
hearty thanks for the good examples of all those thy servants 
who, having finished their course in faith, do now rest from 


THE BURIAL OF THE DEAD 423 


their labor. And we beseech thee that we, with all those who 
have finished their course in faith, may have our perfect con- 
summation and bliss in thy eternal and everlasting glory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
is the resurrection and the life, in whom whosoever believeth 
shall live, though he die, and whosoever liveth and believeth in 
him shall not die eternally; we meekly beseech thee, O Father, 
to raise us from the death of sin unto the life of righteousness, 
that when we shall depart this life we may rest in him, and may 
receive that blessing which thy well-beloved Son shall pronounce 
to all that love and fear thee, saying, Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, receive the kingdom prepared for you from the founda- 
tion of the world. Grant this, we beseech thee, O merciful 
Father, through Jesus Christ our Mediator and Redeemer. 
Amen. 


O God of infinite compassion, who art the comforter of thy 
children ; look down in thy tender love and pity, we beseech thee, 
upon thy servants. In the stillness of our hearts we entreat for 
them thy sustaining grace. Be thou their stay, their strength, 
and their shield, that trusting in thee they may know thy pres- 
ence near, and in the assurance of thy love be delivered out of 
their distresses; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


Then may the mimster say: 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the comnfunion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen. 


The Order for the Burial of a Child 


The minister shall begin the service by reading the following sentences: 

Jesus said, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whoso- 
ever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the 
lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom. 

Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. 


Then shall the minister say: 


Let us pray. 


Here may the minster offer one or both of the following prayers: 

Our heavenly Father, look upon us in our sorrow, and abide 
with us in our loneliness. O thou who makest no life in vain, 
and who lovest all that thou hast made, lift upon us the light of 
thy countenance and give us peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


O God our Father, we pray that thou wilt keep in tender love 
the life which we shall hold in blessed memory. Help us who 
continue here to serve thee with constancy, trusting in thy 
promise of eternal life, that hereafter we may be united with 
thy blessed children in glory everlasting; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. ; 

Here may be read: 

The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 
beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of right- 
eousness for his name’s sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I wili fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and 
thy staff, they comfort me. 
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Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 
enemies : thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of 
my life: and I will cwell in the house of the Lorp forever. 


I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills; from whence cometh 
my help. 

My help cometh from the Lorn, who made heaven and earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee 
will not slumber. 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lorp is thy keeper: the Lorp is thy shade upon thy right 
hand. 

The Lorp shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 
from this time forth, and even for evermore. 


Here shall be read these lessons from the Gospel: 

At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, Who is 
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven? And Jesus called a 
little chiid unto him, and set him in the midst of them, and 
said, Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and be- 
come: as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of 
heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself as this little 
child, the same is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And 
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. 

Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I 
say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold 
the face of my Father which is in heaven. 


Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also 
in me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not 
so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I ga an@ prepare a place for you, I will come again, and re- 
ceive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. 
I arm the way, the truth, and the life. If ye love me, keep my 
commandments. And I will pray the Father, and he shall give 
you another Comforter, that he may abide with you forever; 
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even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, be- 
cause it seeth him not, neither knoweth him; but ye know him; 
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave 
you comfortless: I will come to you. Because I live, ye shall 
live also. 

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you: not as the 
world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid. 


Here may follow music and an address, after which the minister shall say: 
Let us pray. 


Here may the minister offer extempore prayer or one or more of the 
following prayers: 


O God, who art the Father of the families of the earth; look 
with compassion upon this bereaved family, and pour thy 
heavenly comfort into their hearts. Help them by faith to see 
this child, over whom they grieve, safe in that home where sin 
and sorrow cannot enter. Enrich with thy presence those who 
mourn; abide in their home; lift up their hearts; bless them 
with thy favor, which is better than life; and so guide them 
through the trials and temptations of this world that their re- 
united family may know fullness of joy in thy presence for 
evermore. Grant this through him who loved little children 
and blessed them, even thy Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O merciful Father, whose face the angels of thy little ones 
do always behold in heaven; grant us steadfastly to believe that 
this thy child hath been taken into the safe keeping.of thine eter- 
nal love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O God, who healest the broken in heart, and bindest up their 
wounds; look down in tender pity and compassion upon thy 
servants whose joy has been turned into mourning. Leave 
them not comfortless, but grant that they may be drawn closer 
to one another by their common sorrow. As thou hast given 
them this new tie to bind them to the world unseen, so grant unto 
them that where their treasure is, there may their hearts be also. 
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Fill their souls with the light and comfort of thy presence. Grant 
unto them such a vision of that life wherein all mysteries shall 
be revealed, and all tears be wiped away, that they may be able 
to endure as seeing thee who art invisible. So dwell with them 
and be their God, until the day break and the shadows flee 
away ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then may the minister say: 
The Lorp bless you, and keep you: the Lorp make his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious unto you: the Lorp lift up his 
countenance upon you, and give you peace Amen. 


At the grave, when the people are assembled, the minister shall say: 

Jesus saith to his disciples, Ye now therefore have sorrow: 
but I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice, and your 
joy no man taketh from you. 

Forasmuch as the departed has entered into the life immor- 
tal, we therefore commit jis body to its resting place, but his 
spirit we commend to God, remembering how Jesus said upon 
the cross, ‘Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit.” 


; Then shall the minister say: 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave 
his life for our redemption, and who promised the Holy Spirit, 
the Comforter; strengthen, we beseech thee, the faith of these 
bereaved ones, that they may contemplate with peace the bless- 
edness of that eternal home which thou hast prepared for all 
who love’and serve thee. Grant that they, and all others whose 
joy is turned into mourning, eleaving more closely unto him 
who is the resurrection and the life, may be led by thy spirit 
through this uncertain life, till the day break and the shadows 
flee away. Amen. 

O God,swhose most dear Son did take little children into his 
arms and bless them; give us grace, we beseech thee, to entrust 
the soul of this child to thy never-failing care and love, and 
bring us all to thy heavenly kingdom; through the same thy 
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


428 THE RITUAL 


Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of all comfort; 
deal graciously, we pray thee, with all those who mourn, that, 
casting every care on thee, they may know the consolation of 
thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Here the minister and the people may unite in the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 


Then may the minister say: 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. Amen. 


The Order for the Ordination of 


Deacons 


When the day appointed by the bishop is come, there shali be a@ sermon 
or exhortation declaring the duty and office of such as come to be 
admitted deacons, how necessary that order is in the Church of Christ, 
and also how the people ought to esteem them in their office; after 
which one of the elders shall present unto the bishop all who are to be 
ordained, and say: 

I present unto you these persons present to be ordained 


deacons: [names]. 


Their names having been read aloud, the bishop shall say to the people: 

Brethren, these are they whom we purpose, God willing, this 
day to ordain deacons. For, after due examination, we find that 
they are lawfully called to this office and ministry, and that 
they are persons meet for the same. But if there be any of you 
who knoweth any valid reason for which any one of them ought 
not to be received into this holy ministry, let him come forth 
in the name of God, and disclose what the impediment is. 


If any impediment be alleged, the bishop shall desist from ordaining 
that person until he shall be found to be imnocent. 
Then shall be read the Collect: 

Almighty God, who by thy divine providence hast appointed 
divers oxders of ministers in thy Church, and didst inspire 
thine apostles to choose into the order of deacons thy first 
martyr, St. Stephen, with others; mercifully behold these thy 
servants, now called to the like office and administration; so 
replenish them with the truth of thy doctrine, and adorn them 
with innotency of life, that by both word and good example 
they may faithfully serve thee in this office, to the glory of thy 
name and the edification of thy Church; through the merits of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth with thee 
and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 
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Then shall be read the Epistle: 

Likewise must the deacons be grave, holding the mystery of 
the faith in a pure conscience. They that have used the office of 
a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great 
boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as 
wise. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the 
will of the Lord is. Giving thanks always for all things unto 
God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ ; sub- 
mitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. Finally, 
my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might. Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may be able 
to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not 
against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against pow- 
ers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you 
the whole armor of God, that ye may be able to withstand in 
the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, 
having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the 
breastplate of righteousness; and your feet shod with the prep- 
aration of the gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of 
faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the fiery darts of 
the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto 
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints. 


Then shall the bishop, in the presence of the people, examine every 
one of those to be ordained, after this manner: 

Do you trust that you are inwardly moved by the Holy Spirit 
to take upon you the office of the ministry in the Church of 
Christ, to serve God for the promoting of his glory and the 
edifying of his people? 

I trust so. 


Do you unfeignedly believe the Scriptures of the Old and 
New Testaments ? 
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I do believe them. 

Will you diligently read and expound the same unto the 
people whom you shall be appointed to serve? 

I will. 

It appertaineth to the office of a deacon to conduct divine 
worship and to assist the elder when he ministereth the Holy 
Communion, to help him in the distribution thereof; to read 
and expound the Holy Scriptures; to instruct the youth; and 
to baptize. And, furthermore, it is his office to search for the 
needy, that they may be visited and relieved. Will you do this 
gladly and willingly? 

I will so do, by the help of God. 

Will you apply all your diligence to frame and fashion your 
own lives and the lives of your famulies according to the teach- 
ings of Christ? 

I will, the Lord being my helper. 

Will you reverently heed them to whom the charge over you 
is committed, following with a glad mind and will their godly 
admonitions ? 

I will so do. 


Then those to be ordained shall kneel, and the bishop, laying his hands 
severally upon the head of every one of them, shall say: 


Take thou authority to execute the office of a deacon in the 
Church of God; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop deliver to every one of them the Bible, saying: 
Take thou authority to read the Holy Scriptures in the 
Church of God, and to preach the Word. Amen. 


Then,shall the bishop, or one appointed by him, read the Gospel: 

Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning; and 
ye yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he 
will return from the wedding; that when he cometh. and knock- 
eth, they may open unto him immediately, Blessed are those 
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servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watching: 
verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and make 
them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and serve them. 
And if he shall come in the second watch, or come in the third 
watch, and find them so, blessed are those servants. 


Then shall the bishop pray: 

Almighty God, giver of all good things, who of thy great 
goodness hast vouchsafed to accept these thy servants into the 
office of deacon in thy Church; make them, we beseech thee, 
O Lord, to be modest, humble, and constant in their ministra- 
tion, and to have a ready will to observe all spiritual discipline ; 
that they, continuing ever stable and strong in thy Son Jesus 
Christ, may so well behave themselves in this office that they 
may be found worthy to be called into the higher ministry in 
thy Church; through thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory and honor, world without end. Amen. 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then may the bishop say: 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God AlI- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always, Amen, 


The Order for the Ordination of 
Elders 


When the day appointed by the bishop is come, there shall be a sermon 
or exhortation declaring the duty and office of such as come to be 
admitted elders, how necessary that order is in the Church of Christ, 
and also how the people ought to esteem them in their office; after 
which one of the elders shall present unto the bishop all who are to be 
ordained, and say: 

I present unto you these persons present to be ordained 
elders: [names]. 


Their names having been read aloud, the bishop shall say to the people: 

Brethren, these are they whom we purpose, God willing, this 
day to ordain elders. For, after due inquiry, we find that they 
are lawfully called to this office and ministry, and that they are 
persons meet for the same. But if there be any of you who 
knoweth any valid reason for which any one of them ought 
not to be received into this holy ministry, let him come forth 
in the name of God, and disclose what the impediment is. 


If any impediment be alleged, the bishop shall desist from ordaining 
that person until he shall be found to be innocent. 


Then shall be read the Collect: 


Almighty God, giver of all good things, who by thy Holy 
Spirit hast appointed divers orders of ministers in thy Church; 
mercifully behold these thy servants, now called to the office 
of elder, and so replenish them with the truth of thy doctrine, 
and adorn them with innocency of life, that by both word and 
good example they may faithfully serve thee in this office, to 
the glary of thy name and the advancement of thy Church; 
through the merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, world without end. 
Amen. 
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Then shall be read the Epistle and the Gospel: 

I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace 
of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. 
Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace 
given, that I should preach the unsearchable riches of Christ; 
and to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been hid in God, 
who created all things by Jesus Christ. And he gave some, 
apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists ; and some, 
pastors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, for the 
work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 
till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 
of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ. 


Jesus said, I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he 
shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture. The 
thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: 
I am come that they might have life, and that they might have 
it more abundantly. I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not 
the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf 
coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth; and the wolf catcheth 
them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is 
an hireling, and careth not for the sheep. I am the good shep- 
herd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down 
my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not 
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my 
voice ; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd, 


Then shall the bishop say unto the persons to be ordained elders: 

Dearly beloved, you have heard of what dignity and of how 
great importance is this office whereunto you are ¢alled. And 
now again we exhort you, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you are to be messengers, watchmen, and stewards of the 
Lord; to teach and to admonish, to feed and to provide for 
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the Lord’s family ; to seek for Christ’s sheep that are dispersed 
abroad, and for his children who are in the midst of this evil 
world, that they may be saved through Christ forever. 

Have always, therefore, in your remembrance how great a 
treasure is committed to your charge. For they unto whom you 
are to minister are the sheep of Christ, for whom he gave 
his life. The Church which you must serve is his Bride and his 
Body. And if it shall happen the Church, or any member thereof, 
do take any hurt or hindrance by reason of your negligence, 
you know the greatness of the fault. Wherefore see that you 
never cease your labor, your care, and your diligence until you 
have done all that lieth in you, according to your bounden duty, 
to bring all such as shall be committed to your charge unto 
perfectness in Christ, 

Forasmuch, then, as your office is both of so great excellency 
and of so great difficulty, consider how you ought to forsake, 
as much as you can, all worldly cares, and be studious in learn- 
ing the Scriptures, and in acquiring such knowledge and skill 
as may help you to declare the living word of God. 

We hope that you have weighed and pondered these things 
with yourselves long before this time, and that you have clearly 
determined, by God’s grace, to give yourselves wholly to this 
work whereunto it has pleased God to call you. Also that you 
will continually pray that the Holy Spirit may assist you to order 
the lives of you and yours after the rule and doctrine of Christ, 
that you may grow riper and stronger in ministry and be godly 
and wholesome examples for the people to follow. 

And “now, that this congregation of Christ here assembled 
may also understand your purpose in these things, and that this 
your promise may the more move you to perform your duties, 
you shall answer plainly to these things which we, in the name of 
God and his Church, shall ask of you touching the same: 

Do you believe in your heart that you are truly called, ac- 
cording to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, to the ministry 
of elders? 

I do so believe. 
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Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain all truth 
required for eternal salvation through faith in Jesus Christ? 
And are you determined out of the same Holy Scriptures so to 
instruct the people committed to your charge that they may 
enter into eternal life? 

I am so persuaded and determined, by God’s grace. 

Will you give faithful diligence duly to minister the doctrine 
of Christ, the Sacraments, and the discipline of the Church, 
and in the spirit of Christ to defend the Church against all 
doctrine contrary to God’s word? 

I will so do, by the help of the Lord. 


Will you be diligent in prayer, in the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in such studies as help to the knowledge of 
God and of his Kingdom? 

I will, the Lord being my helper. 

Will you apply all your diligence to frame and fashion your 
own lives and the lives of your families according to the teach- 
ings of Christ? 

I will, the Lord being my helper. 

Will you maintain and set forward, as much as lieth in you, 
quietness, peace, and love among all Christian people, and 
especially among them that shall be committed to your charge? 

I will so do, the Lord being my helper. 


Will you reverently heed them to whom the charge over you 
is committed, following with a glad mind and will their godly 
admonitions ? 

I will so do. 

Then shall the bishop say: 

Almighty God, who hath given you this will to do all these 
things, grant also unto you power to perform the same, that 
he may accomplish his work which he hath begun in you; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then the people shall be requested to make their carnest supplications 
in silent prayer to God for those who are to be ordained as elders, 
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and silence shall be kept for a space; after which shall be said 
the Veni, Creator Spiritus, the bishop beginning, and all others 
answering as followeth, both the bishop and the people uniting in 
the final couplet. 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

And lighten with celestial fire. 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 

Thy blessed unction from above 

Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 

Enable with perpetual light 

The dullness of our blinded sight. 

Anoint and cheer our soiléd face 

With the abundance of thy grace. 

Keep far our foes; give peace at home; 

Where thou art Guide, no ill can come. 

Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And thee, of both, to be but One; 

That through the ages all along 

This may be our endless song: 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop say: 
Let us pray. 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we bless and magnify 
thy holy name for the gift of thy most dearly beloved Son 
Jesus Christ our Redeemer, and for all his apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, teachers, and pastors, whom he hath sent abroad 
into the world. For these here present whom thou hast called to 
the same holy office and ministry, we render unto thee our most 
hearty thanks. And now, O Lord, we humbly beseech thee to 
grant that by these thy ministers, and by those over whom they 
shall be appointed, thy holy name may be forever glorified, and 
thy blessed Kingdom enlarged; through thy Son Jesus Christ 
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our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop and the elders present lay their hands severally 
upon the head of every one that-receiveth the order of elder, the 
receivers kneeling, and the bishop saying: 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Spirit for the office and 
work of an elder in the Church of God, now committed unto 
thee by the authority of the Church through the imposition of 
our hands. And be thou a faithful dispenser of the Word of 
God, and of his holy Sacraments; in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop deliver to every one of them, kneeling, the Bible 
into his hands, saying: 
Take thou authority as an elder in the Church to preach the 
Word of God, and to administer the holy Sacraments in the 
congregation. Amen. 


Then shall. the bishop pray: 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send upon these 
thy servants thy heavenly blessings, that they may be clothed 
with righteousness, and that thy Word spoken by them may 
never be spoken in vain. Grant also that we may have grace to 
receive what they shall deliver out of thy Word as the means 
of our salvation, and that in all our words and deeds we may 
seek thy glory, and the increase of thy Kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then may the bishop say: , 
The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al- 
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mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always. Amen. 


If on the same day the order for deacon be given to some and that of 
elder to others, the deacons shall be first presented and then the elders. 
The Collect shall be said and the Epistle read, immediately after which 
they who are to be ordained deacons shall be examined and ordained 
as ts above described. Then, the Gospel having been read, they who 
are to be ordained elders shall likewise be examined and ordained, 


as in this office before appointed. 


~ 


The Order for the Consecration of 
Bishops 


When the time appointed for the consecration of bishops is come, the 
service shall begin with a hymn, after which the Collect shall be read: 


Almighty God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ didst give to 
thy holy apostles, elders, and evangelists many excellent gifts, 
and didst charge them to feed thy flock; give grace, we beseech 
thee, to all the ministers and pastors of thy Church, that they 
may diligently preach thy Word and duly administer the godly 
discipline thereof; and grant to the people that they may faith- 
fully follow the same, that they may receive the crown of ever- 
lasting glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall one of the elders read the Epistle: 

And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders 
of the church. And when they were come to him, he said unto 
them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after 
what manner I have been with you at all seasons, serving the 
Lord with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and 
temptations, which befell me: how I kept back nothing that was 
profitable unto you, but have showed you, and have taught you 
publicly, and from house to house, testifying both to the Jews 
and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith towarc 
our Lord Jesus Christ. And now, behold, I go bound in the 
spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befal 
me there: save that the Holy Spirit witnesseth in every city 
saying that bonds and afflictions abide me. But none of thess 
things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, s« 
that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, whict 
I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the: gospel of th 
grace of God. Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to al 
the flock, over which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers 
to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with hi 
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own blood. For I know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. Also 
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, 
to draw away disciples after them. Therefore watch, and re- 
member, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn 
everyone night and day with tears. And now, brethren, I com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able 
to build you up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified. 


Then shall another elder read the Gospel: 

So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, 
son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto 
him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto 
him, Feed my lambs. He saith to him again the second time, 
Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, 
Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed 
my sheep. He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of 
Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto 
him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, 
Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that | love thee. 
Jesus said unto him, Feed my sheep. 

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with 
you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen. 


Then shall the elected person be presented by two elders unto the bishop, 
the elders saying: 
We present unto you this elder chosen to be conse- 
crated a bishop. 


Then shall *he bishop call upon the people present to pray, saying: 
Dearly beloved, it is written in the Gospel of St. Luke that 

our Saviour Christ continued the whole night in prayer before 

he chose and sent forth his twelve apostles. It is written also in 
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the Acts of the Apostles that the disciples who were at Antioch 
did fast and pray before they laid hands on Paul and Barna- 
bas and sent them forth on their first mission to the Gentiles. 
Let us therefore, following the example of our Saviour Christ 
and his apostles, give ourselves to prayer before we admit and 
send forth this person presented to us, to the work whereunto 
we trust the Holy Spirit hath called him. 


Then shall the bishop pray: 

Almighty God, giver of all good things, who by thy Holy 
Spirit hast appointed divers offices in thy Church; graciously 
behold this thy servant now called to the office and ministry of 
a bishop. So replenish him with the truth of thy doctrine, and so 
adorn him with innocency of life, that by both word and deed he 
may faithfully serve thee in this office, to the glory of thy name 
and the edifying and well governing of thy Church; through 
the merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, world without end. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop say to him that is to be consecrated: 

Brother, forasmuch as the Holy Scriptures command that we 
should not be hasty in admitting any person to government in 
the Church of Christ, before you are admitted to this ministra- 
tion, you will, in the fear of God, give answer to these questions: 

Are you persuaded that you are truly called to this ministra- 
tion, according to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ? 

Tam so persuaded. 

Are you persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain sufficient- 
ly all truth required for eternal salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ? And are you determined out:of the same Holy Scrip- 
tures so to instruct the people committed to your charge that 
they may enter into eternal life? 

I am so persuaded and determined, by God’s grace. 

Will you then faithfully exercise yourself in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, and call upon God through study and prayer for the true 
understanding of the same? 
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I will so do, by the help of God. 

Are you ready with all faithful diligence to seek and to pro- 
mote the truth of Christ and to defend the Church against all 
doctrine contrary to God’s Word? 

I am ready, the Lord being my helper. 

Will you live soberly, righteously, and devoutly in this present 
world, that you may show yourself in all things an example of 
good works unto others, to the honor and glory of God? 

I will so do, the Lord being my helper. 

Will you show yourself gentle, and be merciful for Christ’s 
sake to poor and needy people, and to all strangers destitute 
of help? 

I will, by the help of God. 

Will you maintain and set forward, as much as lieth in you, 
quietness, love, and peace among all men; and faithfully exer- 
cise such discipline in the Church as shall be committed unto 
you? 

I will so do, by the help of God. 

Will you be faithful in ordaining and appointing others; 
and will you ever seek to deal justly and kindly with your 
brethren of the ministry over whom you are placed as chief 
pastor ? 

I will so do, by the help of God. 


Then shall the bishop pray: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hath given you a 
good will to do all these things, grant also unto you wisdom and 
power to perform the same, that he may accomplish in you the 
good work which he hath begun, that you may be found blame- 
less; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 

Then theepeople shall be requested to make their earnest supplications 
iw siledt prayer to God for those who are to be consecrated as bishops, 
and silence shall be kept for a space; after which shall be said 
the Veni, Creator Spiritus, the bishop beginmng, and _all others 
answering as followeth, both the bishop and the people uniting in the 
final couplet. 
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Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire, 

And lighten with celestial fire. 

Thou the anointing Spirit art, 

Who dost thy sevenfold gifts impart. 
Thy blessed unction from above 

Is comfort, life, and fire of love. 

Enable with perpetual light 

The dullness of our blinded sight. 
Anoint and cheer our soiled face 

With the abundance of thy grace. 

Keep far our foes; give peace at home; 
Where thou art Guide, no ill can come. 
Teach us to know the Father, Son, 

And thee, of both, to be but One; 

That through the ages all along 

This may be our. endless song: 

Praise to thy eternal merit, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop say: 
Let us pray. 


Almighty and most merciful Father, who of thine infinite 
goodness hast given thine only and dearly beloved Son Jesus 
Christ to be our Redeemer, and hast made some apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to the 
edifying and making perfect of thy Church; grant, we beseech 
thee, to this thy servant such grace that he may evermore be 
ready to spread abroad thy gospel, the glad tidings of recon- 
ciliation with thee, and to use the authority given him, not to 
destruction, but to salvation; not to hurt, but to help; so that as 
@ wise and faithful servant, giving to all their portion in due 
season, he may at last be received into everlasting joy; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who, with thee and the Holy Spirit, 
liveth and reigneth, one God, world without end. Amen. 
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Then the bishops and elders present shall lay their hands upon the head 
of the elected person kneeling before them, the consecrating bishop 
Saying: 

The Lord pour upon thee the Holy Spirit fot the office and 
work of a bishop in the Church of God, now committed unto 
thee by the authority of the Church through the imposition of 
our hands, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. And remember that thou stir up the grace of 
God which is in thee; for God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear, but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop deliver to him the Bible, saying: 


Give heed unto reading, exhortation, and teaching. Think 
upon the things contained in this Book. Be diligent in them, 
that the increase coming thereby may be manifest unto all men. 
Take heed unto thyself and to thy teaching; for by so doing 
thou shalt save both thyself and them that hear thee. Be to 
the flock of Christ a shepherd. Hold up the weak, heal the sick, 
bind up the broken, bring again the outcast, seek the lost ; faith- 
fully minister discipline, but forget not mercy; that the King- 
dom of God may come upon the earth and, when the Chief 
Shepherd shall appear, that you may receive the never-fading 
crown of glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the bishop pray: 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send down upon 
this thy servant thy heavenly blessing, and so endue him with 
thy Holy Spirit that he, preaching thy word, not only may be 
earnest to reprove, beseech, and rebuke with all patience and 
doctrine, but also may be to such as believe a wholesome ex- 
ample in word, in conversation, in love, in faith, in chastity, 
and in purity ; that, faithfully fulfilling Ais course, at the latter 
day he, may receive the crown of righteousness laid up by the 
Lord, the righteous judge, who liveth and reigneth, one God 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, world without end. 


Amen. 
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Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gracious 
favor, and further us with thy continual help, that in all our 
works, begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may glorify 
thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then may the bishop say: 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Al- 
mighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, and remain with you always, Amen, 


An Order for the Admission of 
Candidates to Full Membership 
in an Annual Conference 


HYMN The people standing. 
CALL TO PRAYER 
Bishop: The Lord is nigh unto all them that call upon him 
in truth. 
People: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. Amen. 


INVOCATION The bishop. 
Let us pray. 

Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most gra- 
cious favor, and further us with thy continual help, that in 
all our works, begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may 
glorify thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain ever- 
lasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PRAYER FOR UNITY IN FAITH Here let the people unite with the 
bishop in prayer. 

O God, who hast joined together divers peoples in the 
confession of thy name; grant us both to will and to 
be able to do what thou commandest, that thy people, 
being called to an eternal inheritance, may hold the 
same faith in their hearts, and disclose the same godli- 
ness in their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE The bishop. 


Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lorp? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a 
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pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor 
sworn deceitfully. He shall receive the blessing from the 
Lorp, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
Amen. 


COLLECT Here let all the people unite with the bishop in prayer. 

Almighty and everlasting God, from whom cometh 
every good and perfect gift; send down upon all min- 
isters, and upon the people committed to their charge, 
the inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that they may give 
themselves with all their powers unto thee, and so bring 
forward thy Kingdom of righteousness, peace, and good 
will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


DOXOLOGY 

THE LESSON FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT Joshua 1:5-9. 
GLORIA PATRI Here let all the people arise and sing. 

THE LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT John 10:9-16. 


HYMN OF PRAISE Which may be followed by an address or exhorta- 
tion by the bishop. 
THE ACT OF DEDICATION The bishop. 

According to the usage and Discipline of The Methodist 
Church, you have indicated that you are convinced that you 
should enter the ministry of Christ’s holy Church. You have 
declared that you are willing to face any sacrifice that may 
be involved in the consecration of life. You have indicated 
that you are so situated in life that you can accept the obli- 
gations of the itinerant minister. You have affirmed that you 
will abstain from those acts which may injure your work 
and influence as a minister of Christ, and that you will keep 
before you as the one great objective of your life the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom of God. Give heed to the words of the 
gospel of Christ when he said: “If any man will come after 
me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
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In accordance with the Discipline of The Methodist Church 
and the historic usages of our communion, you will in the 
presence of this conference give answer to the following 
questions : 

(1) Have you faith in Christ? 

(2) Are you going on to perfection? 

(3) Do you expect to be made perfect in love in this life? 

(4) Are you earnestly striving after it? 

(5) Are you resolved to devote yourself wholly to God 
and his work? 

(6) Do you know the General Rules of our church? 

(7) Will you keep them? 

(8) Have you studied the doctrines of The Methodist 
Church? 

(9) After full examination do you believe that our doc- 
trines are in harmony with the Holy Scriptures? 

(10) Will you preach and maintain them? 

(11) Have you studied our form of church discipline and 
polity? 

(12) Do you approve our church government and polity? 

(13) Will you support and maintain them? 

_ (14) Will you diligently instruct the children in every 
place? 

(15) Will you visit from house to house? 

(16) Will you recommend fasting or abstinence, by both 
precept and example? 

ooh, Are you determined to employ all your time in the 
work of God? 

(18) Are you in debt so as to embarrass you in your work? 

(19) Will you observe the following directions? 

(a) Be diligent. Never be unemployed. Never be triflingly 
employed. Never trifle away time; neither spend any more 
time a® any one place than is strictly necessary. 

(b) Be punctual. Do everything exactly at the time. And 
do not mend our rules, but keep them; not for wrath, but 
for conscience’ sake. 
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After this the formal vote of the conference on admitting the candidates 
to membership shall be taken. Then shall the bishop say the following, 
or some other prayer of consecration: 


THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

O God, our heavenly Father, who didst manifest thy love 
in sending thine only-begotten Son into the world that all 
might have life through him; pour out thy Spirit upon thy 
Church, that it may fulfill thy command to preach the gospel 
to every creature. Send forth, we beseech thee, laborers into 
thy harvest; fill them with the Holy Spirit, and with faith; 
defend them in all dangers and temptations; and hasten the 
time when the fullness of the nations shall be gathered into 
thy Kingdom; through the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


BENEDICTION 


The Order for the Consecration of 
Deaconesses 


When the time appointed is come, a sermon or address may be given de- 
claring what is the office and duty of a deaconess; after which one 
shall present those to be consecrated deaconesses, saying: 

I present unto you these persons to be consecrated 


deaconesses. 


Then shali the consecrator say to those present: 


Dearly beloved, these are they whom we purpose this day 
to consecrate deaconesses in the Church of God. After proper 
inquiry and due examination, we have found them to be not un- 
worthy and count them to be proper persons for this work and 
office. 


Then shall the Scripture be read: 


When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his 
glory: and before him shall be gathered all nations: and he 
shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth 
his sheep from the goats; and he shall set the sheep on his 
right hand, but the goats on the left. 

Then shall the King say unto them on his right hand, Come, 
ye blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the ,foundation of the world: for I was an hungred, and 
ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was 
a stranger, and ye took me in: naked, and ye clothed me: I was 
sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, Lord, when 
saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave 
thee drink? When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or 
naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or in 
prison, and came unto thee? 
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And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I 
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me. 


Then shall the consecrator say to those to be deaconesses: 

Dearly beloved, we rejoice that in the providence of God a 
door of usefulness has been opened to you in the Church of 
Christ. You are to give yourselves to the service of the Lord, | 
going about doing good. You are to minister to the poor, visit 
the sick, pray for the dying, care for the orphaned, seek the 
wandering, comfort the sorrowing, and lead the sinning to 
their Saviour. Such service lays upon you solemn responsi- 
bility. 

Do you believe that you are led of God to engage in this 
work and to assume the duties of this office? 


I do. 

Do you in the presence of God and of this congregation 
promise faithfully to perform the duties of a deaconess in the 
Church of God? 

1 do. 


Will you be diligent in prayer, in the study of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in such other devotions as will help you to 
grow in the knowledge and love of God? 

IT will. 


Will you be guided by the will and direction of those whom 
the Church may place over you in the doing of yo work? 


IT will. 


Then shall those to be consecrated kneel for a brief season of stlent 
prayer, after which shall be said: 

O eternal God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
didst call Phoebe and Dorcas into the service of thy Church; 
look upon these thy servants who are now to be set apart to 
the office of deaconess. Give to them, we pray thee, such under- 
standing of thy holy gospel, such firmness of Christian purpose, 


THE CONSECRATION OF DEACONESSES 453 


such diligence in service, and such beauty of life in Christ, 
that they may be to all whom they teach or serve a worthy reve- 
lation of the meaning and power of the Christian life. May 
they so order their time and nourish their minds and hearts 
that they may constantly grow in grace and in the knowledge 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and may steadily increase in power to 
lead others unto him. 

Grant that they may have strength of body, mind, and soul 
for the fulfillment of thy will in the holy task to which thou 
hast called them; and grant them thy Holy Spirit, that they 
may worthily discharge the work committed to them, to the 
blessing of mankind and to the praise of Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 


Then the consecrator, laying his hand upon the head of every one sev- 
erally, shall say: 

I admit thee to the office of deaconess in the Church of God, 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

Then may a hymn be sung, the deaconesses and the people standing; after 
which the people shall be dismissed with this blessing: 

May Christ dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with 
all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and 
height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowl- 
edge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of God. Now 
unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, 
unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all 
ages, world without end. Amen. 


An Order for the Commissioning of 
Missionaries and Deaconesses 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


PROCESSIONAL HYMN The people standing. If there be no pro- 
cessional, let the first hymn follow the Call to Worship. 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Minister: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together. 
People: With him is the fountain of life: in his light 
shall we see light. 
Minister: Light is sown for the righteous, and gladness for 
the upright in heart. 
People: From the rising of the sun unto the going 
down of the same the Lord’s name is to be 
praised. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 
INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Everlasting Father, the radiance of faithful souls, who 
didst bring the nations to thy light and kings to the bright- 
ness of thy rising; fill, we beseech thee, the world with thy 
glory, and show thyself unto all the nations; through him 
who is the true light and the bright and morning star, Jesus 
Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT Here let the people wnite with the minister in prayer. 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who through 
thy Son Jesus Christ hast given commandment unto thy 
people to go into all the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature; grant us a ready will to obey thy 
word; and as we have entered into the labors of other 
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men, help us to serve thee, that others may enter into 
our labors, and that we with them, and they with us, 
may attain unto everlasting life; through the same Jesus 
Christ thy Son our Lord. Amen. 


Minister: O Lord, open thou our lips. 

People: And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
Minister: Praise ye the Lord. 

People: The Lord’s name be praised. 


ANTHEM 


RESPONSIVE READING “The Christian Mission”; of which let the 
paragraphs be read in turm by the minister, those to be commissioned, 
and the people. Let all stand and remain standing for the Gloria Patri. 

Hear, all ye nations of the earth, the gospel of the un- 
searchable riches of Christ. 

Jesus came, saying: The Spirit of the Lord is upon 
me, because he hath anointed me to preach the gospel 
to the poor; and recovering of sight to the blind, to set 
at liberty them that are bruised, to preach the accept- 
able year of the Lord. : 

_He came forth and saw a great multitude, and he had 
compassion on them, for they were as sheep not having 
a shepherd; and he welcomed them and spoke to them 
of the kingdom of God, and them that had need of 
healing he cured. 

God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, 
hath Shintd in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 

God so loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. 

for’God sent not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him might be 
saved. 
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Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; 
old things are passed away ; behold, all things are become new. 

There is no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that 
call upon him. 

For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. 

How then shall they call on him in whom they have not 
believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they 
have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 
and how: shall they preach, except they be sent? 

The gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all 
the world, for a witness unto all nations. 

The harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are 
few; pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth laborers into his harvest. 

Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall I 
send, and who will go for us? 

Then said I, Here am I; send me. 

And-the King shall say, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done 
it unto me. 

He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully, 
saith the Lorp. 

Let thy mercy, O LorD, be upon us, according as we 
hope in thee. , 

For all things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or 
Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things present, 
or things to come; all are yours; and ye are Christ’s; 
and Christ is God’s. 


GLORIA PATRI 


THE LESSON FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT Mark 3:13-15; 
Motthew 10 :38-42. 
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SILENT MEDITATION 
PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN OF PREPARATION 


With thee, our Master and our Lord, 
We greet this wondrous day ; 

The gates swing open at thy word, 
The paths stretch far away. 

The way we take is known to thee, 
Thy footprints there we trace; 

Oh, grant us now that we may see 
The radiance of thy face. 


We little bring, our gift is small, 
Yet all we are is thine. 

Ourselves we give, our life, our all; 
Thy life in ours enshrine. 

Oh, lead us forth, with ardor bright 
Enkindled from above; 

O Christ, reveal in heaven’s own light 
The challenge of thy love. 


O living Lord! with courage bless 
This loyal company, 

They go to seek the comfortless, 

, To find the lost for thee. 

Within their hearts they bear thy word, 
They sing with. joy thy praise, 

Be ever near them, Jesus, Lord, 
Be with them all the days. 


_ « Together still! E’en though we part, 
. Our life is one in prayer: 
Our hearts are ever where thou art, 
And thou art everywhere. 
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About the world thy servants stand ; 
With them one song we sing, 
Thy conquering love in every land, 
Thy triumph, Christ, our King! Amen. 


THE ADDRESS 


THE PRESENTATION OF THE MISSIONARIES AND DEA- 
CONESSES TO BE COMMISSIONED 


THE COMMISSIONING SERVICE 
Those to be commissioned shall take their places at the chancel, facing 
the bishop, who shall say to them: 
Hear the words of our Master: 


As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you. 

Ye have not chosen me, but I:have chosen you, and or- 
dained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of 
the Father in my name, he may give it you. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. 


Your church, in its endeavor to carry out this Great 
Commission, has declared, “The supreme aim of missions 
is to make the Lord Jesus Christ known to all people in 
all lands as their divine Saviour, to persuade them to become 
his disciples, and to gather these disciples into Christian 
churches; to enlist them in the building of the Kingdom of 
God; to co-operate with these churches; to promote world 
Christian fellowship; and to bring to bear on all human life 
the spirit and principles of Christ.” 

Dearly beloved, we rejoice that you have purposed in your 
hearts to devote your lives to this task. Your labors may take 
you to the mountains and the plains, to isolated villages and 
teeming cities of this country, and to lands across the sea. 
You are to be among men as those who serve—teaching, 
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preaching, and healing, ever testifying within the varied 
activities of our common life to the infinite love of God, shed 
abroad in Christ Jesus. Such a vocation confers a great privi- 
lege; it also lays upon you a solemn responsibility. What you 
have done alone with God in consecrating your lives to this 
service, we now ask you to do formally and publicly in the 
presence of this congregation. 

Do you believe in your heart that you have been led by the 
Spirit of God to engage in this work and to assume its re- 
sponsibilies ? 

I do so believe. 

Will you endeavor, as much as lieth in you, to perform 
faithfully the duties of missionaries and deaconesses in the 
Church of Christ? 

I will endeavor so to do. 

Will you be diligent in prayer, in the reading of the Holy 
Scriptures, and in such studies as help to the knowledge of 
God and his Kingdom? 

I will, the Lord being my helper. 

Will you strive so to live that the power of God may be 

‘manifest in your life, enabling you to convey the blessed 
sense of God’s presence to those you would serve? 

I will, by God’s grace. 

Will you be loyal to the Church, and accept the authority 
of those to whom the Church has committed the direction of 
your work? 

I will, the Lord being my helper. 


Then shall all bow for a brief period of silent prayer, after which the 
bishop shall pray: 

Alfnighty God, Father of all mercies; graciously behold 
these thy servants now to be commissioned as deaconesses 
and missionaries of thy Church. Endue them with thy Holy 
Spirit; enrich them with thy heavenly grace; and strengthen 
them for the tasks which lie ahead, that in all their works, 
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begun, continued, and ended in thee, they may glorify thy 
holy name, and advance thy blessed Kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then the bishop, taking the right hand of each one, and repeating the 
nume, shall say: 
N., I commission you to take the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ into all the world, in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


When all have been commissioned, the bishop shall turn to the mis-- 
sionaries and deaconesses in the congregation. They shall rise and 
the bishop, addressing them, shall say: 

Beloved in the Lord, once you stood where these now 
stand, answering the call of God in your hearts. Obedient to 
this divine imperative, you have labored at home and abroad, 
ministering to the needs of men and bringing to them words 
of life. We are justly proud of your work and are continually 
thankful for the fullness of your devotion. 

These younger workers will look to you for help and 
guidance as they go forth to serve with you. I commend 
them to your love and care. 


Those who have just been commissioned shall then turn to face these 
missionaries and deaconesses, who, addressing them, shall say: 
We welcome you into our fellowship, and into the 

joyous service of Christ and his Kingdom. Your peace, 

joy, and welfare are now our own, and we pledge to 
you through the days ahead our unfailing support. 

With you we renew our dedication to God and to the 
Church we delight to serve. 

Now the God of peace make you perfect in every good 
work to do his will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 


Then shall all the people stand, and the bishop, addressing them, shall 
say: 


Members of this congregation, I commend to you these 
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men and women whom we this day have commissioned to 
carry into all the world the sacred and imperishable message 
of eternal salvation. 

In this holy moment we too are called to a renewed con- 
secration of our lives to Christ and his Kingdom. As these, 
our fellow workers, go forth upon their mission, let us assure 
them that we are with them in spirit and are supporting them 
by word and gift and deed. 

Then all the people, addressing those who have just been commissioned, 
shall say: 

We rejoice to recognize you as missionaries and dea- 
conesses of our church, and we thank God that you 
have dedicated your lives to his service throughout all 
the world. 

We shall follow you with our prayers; we shall sup- 
port your work with our gifts; and together we shall 
strive to minister to the needs of our fellow men and to 
bring to them the saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


Then shall all the people and the newly commissioned missionaries and 
deaconesses join im saying: 

‘We, being many, are one body in Christ, and every 

one members one of another. 

United we pray: Thy kingdom come; thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. And to this end we dedi- 
cate ourselves; in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, dnd of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


SILENT PRAYER Here let the people be seated and with heads bowed 
offer their personal intercessions for those who have just been com~ 
missioned and for the missionary enterprise. 


CLOSING PRAYER The bishop. 

“For“this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, of whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named, that he 
would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, to be 
strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner man; that 


462 THE RITUAL 


Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fullness of 
God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, unto him be glory in the church by Christ 
Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 


RECESSIONAL HYMN 
BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 


An Order for the Recognition of 
Officials in the Church 


Tus order may be used as a part of an order of worship when it is de- 
sired to recognize those who have been designated by the congregation 
and the Quarterly Conference as office-bearers in the church. After the 
sermon the minister may call the trustees, stewards, leaders, and other 
office-bearers to stand before the chancel or altar. 


The mimster shall say: 

Dearly beloved, we have here met in the presence of God that 
we may recognize his call, received and acknowledged by these 
of our fellowship, to the leadership of this church. These per- 
sons have been chosen and called to the responsibility of stew- 
ardship not merely to be servants of men but primarily to be 
servants of Christ. They have been duly nominated and elected 
to these places of responsibility, and now they stand ready to 
pledge their good will and earnest intent to the carrying out of 
the duties wherewith the church is now entrusting them. Let us 
in turn pledge them our support and earnestly pray God’s bless- 
ing upon them. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we thank thee that thou 
hast called us into thy Church and hast given us tasks to per- 
form. Bring to us the awareness that thou hast entrusted us 
with thé great plans and duties of thy Kingdom on earth. Send 
down thy Holy Spirit upon these thy servants whom we, in 
thy name, call to the work and leadership of this congregation. 
Endue them with heavenly wisdom, that in counsel they may 
deal wisely, as those who have the mind of Christ. Grant that 
these persons now entering upon their duties may obtain thy 
favor and be successful in the discharge of their responsibilities, 
that through their devotion and consecration thy Church may 
be increased and edified ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Addressing those to be recognized or installed, the minister shall say: 

It is the duty of one who has been chosen for a place of leader- 
ship in the church to learn to work together with his fellows as 
a wise counselor and faithful disciple. Though there may be 
diversity in counsel, there must never be differences in aim or 
purpose. It is your duty also to be ready to counsel with your 
minister in his sacred office and to carry a sense of responsibility 
for the spiritual life of this church. You will have likewise the 
practical duty of fostering the principle of stewardship and of 
securing and expending the offerings of the people as these are 
given to carry on the work of God. Above all, we ask you to be 
an example yourself, so far as this may prove possible, of one 
who is loyal and devoted in carrying out the work of the Church. 

And now, dearly beloved, having well considered the nature 
and purpose of these sacred offices to which you have been 
called, do you accept this holy responsibility, and will you seek 
to accomplish the work and service it sets before you of our 
Lord Jesus Christ? 


I do, the Lord being my helper. 


Then the minister shall say: 
May the Lord indeed help you to carry out this sacred trust 
which you undertake in his name, and grant you power and 
ability to lead well his people. 


Then the minister, speaking to the people, shall say: 

We rejoice to recognize these persons as stewards, trustees, 
leaders, and office-bearers of this church. Do all yau can, dearly 
beloved, to assist them in these offices into which they now have 
been inducted, giving them at all times your co-operation, your 
counsel, and your prayers. 


Then a suitable hymn may be sung, which may be followed by the bene- 
diction. ; 


An Order for the Recognition of Church- 
School Officers and Teachers 


Turis order may be used as a part of an order of worship when the work 
of Christian education is the theme of the day. After the sermon the 
minister may call the officers and teachers of the church school to stand 
before the chancel or altar. 


The minister shall say: 

Dearly beloved, we have here met in the presence of God 
that we may recognize his call, received and acknowledged by 
these of our fellowship, to the work of teaching and directing 
in our church school. As they come in a spirit of devotion to 
offer themselves to God for this service, it is our obligation 
to support them by our loyalty and prayers, seeking with them 
and for them the consecration which is from on high, that 
they may be enabled to discharge this responsible calling with 
reverence and faithfulness and to the glory of God. 

Then the chairman of the Board of Education or the minister may read 
the names of the officers and teachers of the church school. The of- 


ficers and teachers shall then confess their faith in Christ, responding 
to the minister as follows: 


There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in 
one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and 
in all. 

By grace are we saved through faith; and that not of 
ourselves: it is the gift of God. 

There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there 
are differences of administrations, but the same Lord. 

One is our Master, even Christ. 

Ye are laborers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, 
ye are God’s building. 
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Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which 
is Jesus Christ. 

I beseech you therefore, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reasonable service. 

The love of Christ constraineth us. 


Study to show yourselves approved unto God, workmen that 
need not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 
Who is sufficient for these things? Without him we 
can do nothing. 
_ God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye 
may abound to every good work. 


Faithful is he who calleth us, who also will do it. 


Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly 
above all that we ask or think, according to the power that 
worketh in us, 


Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus 

throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
Romans 12:1-8 read responsively may be used alternatively. 

Here let the people be seated and bow in prayer while the officers and 

teachers kneel at the altar. Then shall the minister say: 

Yeare not your own; ye are bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s. 

Neglect not the gift that is in you. Give heed to reading, to 
exhortation, to teaching. 

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth not. But let him ask in 
faith, nothing wavering. 


Then shall the minister and the officers and teachers unite in prayer. 
Eternal and everliving Father, who dost call-us to thy 
service, and dost promise grace and strength for the ful- 
filling of thy will; look with favor upon us, as we dedi- 
cate ourselves to the task of working in this school. Grant 
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that we may grow in the knowledge and love of thy word, 
that we may minister to the growing life of thy Church, 
and to the glory of thy holy name; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Then may follow a short extempore prayer of dedication by the minister, 
Afterward a suitable hymn may be sung, which may be followed by 
the benediction. 


> 


An Order for the Recognition of 
Choristers 


At an appointed time the choir director, with his choristers properly 
robed, shall stand before the minister, who shall say: 


It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lorp, and to sing 
praises unto thy name, O most High: 

To show forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy 
faithfulness every night. 


Then the choir director shall say: 


I present these persons to be recognized as choristers 
in this church. 


Then shall the minister say: 
Are you convinced that these persons by their integrity of 
life, good behavior, and knowledge of music will, exercise this 
office to the honor of God and the edifying of the Church? 


Then shall the choir director say: 


I have inquired of them and have also examined them 
and commend them for this service in the Church. 


Then the minister, addressing the persons who are seeking admission as 

choristers, shall question them as follows: 

Do you desire to become a member of this choir? 

I do. f 

Do you promise obedience to its rules and officers? 

I do. 

Will you endeavor always to be reverent in the house of 
God? 

I will, with the help of God. 


Will you seek to hold your life to the high level that is in 
accordance with this high office? 
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I will, the Lord being my helper. 


Then shall the choir director and candidates kneel, and the minister, 
calling each by name, shall say: 


N., I admit thee into the choir of this church. What thou 
singest with thy. mouth, believe in thy heart; what thou be- 
lievest in thy heart, practice in thy life. And may our heavenly 
Father give thee grace to sing his praise and live to his glory, 
both in this world and in the world to come; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Here let all the people unite in prayer. 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all de- 
sires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; cleanse 
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of thy Holy 
Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily mag- 
nify thy holy name; through Christ our Lcrd. Amen. 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as is it in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever. Amen. 


Then may the minister say: 
The Lorp bless you, and keep you: the Lorp make his face 
shine upon you, and be gracious unto you: the Lorp lift up his 
countenante upon you, and give you peace. Amen, 


An Order for the Laying of the 


Cornerstone of a Church 


At the time appointed the hymn “The Church’s one foundation is Jesus 
Christ her Lord’ may be sung, all the people standing, after which 
the minister shall say: 

Our help is in the name of the Lorp, who made heaven and 
earth. 

Except the Lorp build the house, they labor in vain that 
build it. 

Dearly beloved, we are assembled to lay the cornerstone of a 
new house for the worship of the God of our fathers. Let us 
not doubt that he will favorably approve our godly purpose, 
and let us now devoutly invoke his blessing on this our under- 
taking. 

Then shall the minister offer an extempore prayer. 


Then the following lesson from the Old Testament may be read respon- 
sively by the mimster and the people, the people standing: 


The earth is the Lorp’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, 
and they that dwell therein. 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established 
it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Pout? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lorp, and righteous- 
ness from the God of his salvation. 

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek 
thy face. 

470 


LAYING THE CORNERSTONE OF A CHURCH 471 


Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors. 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The Lorp strong and mighty,’ the Lorp mighty in 
battle. 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye ever- 
lasting doors. 

And the King of glory shall come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 

The Lorp of hosts, he is the King of glory. 


Then may the Gloria Patri be said or sung: 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall 
be, world without end. Amen. 


Then shall be read the lesson from the New Testament, the people being 
seated: 

For we are laborers together with God: ye are God’s hus- 
bandry, ye are God’s building. According to the grace of God 
which is given unto me, as a wise master builder, I have laid 
the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man 
take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if 
any man build upon this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay y stubble; every man’s work shall be made manifest: 
for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; 
and the fire shall try every man’s work of what sort it is. If any 
man’s work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall re- 
ceive a reward. If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall 
suffer loss} but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire. 
Know” ye ‘not that ye are the temple of God, and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in your 
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Here may follow a prayer, offering, anthem, address, and hymn. 


Then, standing at the side of the cornerstone, the nuinister may read the 
following scripture sentences: 


The Lorp hath chosen thee to build a house for the sanc- 
tuary: be strong, and do it. Fear not, nor be dismayed: for the 
Lorp God, even my God, will be with thee; he will not fail 
thee, nor forsake thee, until thou hast finished all the work for 
the service of the house of the Lorp. 

Therefore thus saith the Lord Gop, Behold, I lay in Zion for 
a foundation a stone, a tried stone, a precious cornerstone, a 
sure foundation. 

According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a 
wise master builder, I have laid the foundation. 

Other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 


Then shall the minister offer the prayer of consecration: 

Almighty God, the Rock of Ages; on thee we build all our 
hopes for this life and that which is to come. Other foundation 
we would not seek to lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ ; 
and we are to build upon this cornerstone a holy temple to the 
living God. Accept the act by which we lay this cornerstone. 
Bless those whose offerings enable us to build this house of 
worship. Graciously guard and direct those who labor in erect- 
ing it, shielding them from accident and peril. May the walls 
of this building rise in security and in beauty; and may the 
hearts of these thy people be fitly joined together into a living 
temple, builded upon the foundation of the apostles and proph- 
ets, Jesus Christ being the chief cornerstone. Amen. 


Then may the minister and the people recite the Litany for the Laying of 
a Cornerstone: 


To the glory of God our Father, to the service of our dear 
Master and his Church, and to the abiding presence of the 
Holy Spirit, 

We lay the cornerstone of this church. 
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For a building of which Jesus Christ is the chief corner- 
stone, the pillar and ground of the truth, 

We lay this cornerstone. 

For a building that shall stand as a symbol of the Church 
Universal, the cornerstone of which is truth, the creed of which 
is love, and its towers eternal hope, 

We lay this cornerstone. 

For a church that shall exalt not a religion of creed or of 
authority, but a religion of saving grace, of personal experi- 
ence, and of spiritual power, 

We lay this.cornerstone. 

For a church that shall exalt the ministry of the open Bible, 
with its faithful record of human life, its unfolding of the re- 
deeming grace of God through Jesus Christ, its message of 
warning, inspiration, comfort, and hope, 

We lay this cornerstone. 

For a church that shall teach and incarnate the doctrine of 
the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man, 

We lay this cornerstone. 

For a church that shall fulfill a ministry of social service 
and be a blessing unto men, 

We lay this cornerstone. 

For a church that shall be a renewing and cleansing power 
in the community, and that loves every other communion that 
exalts Christ in the service of man, 

We lay this cornerstone. 

For a church with an open door for all people, rich or poor, 
homeless or desolate, who need the help of God through us, 

We lay this cornerstone. 

For a church that shall gather the children in its arms and 
hold them close to Christ, fe they may grow up in the Church 
and never be lost from the fold, 


We lay this cornerstone. 
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For a church which stands for the sacramental truth: “It is 
more blessed to give than to receive,” 


We lay this cornerstone. 


For a church which takes hold on two worlds, and stands 
for the unseen and eternal, and which offers to men the abun- 
dant life which now is and which is to come, 


We lay this cornerstone in the name of Almighty God. 


In loving memory of those who have gone from us, whose 
hearts and hands have served in this church; with gratitude 
for all whose faith and consecrated gifts make this house pos- 
sible, for all who may share this spiritual adventure; and with 
hope for all who shall worship in this house in years to come, 


We lay this cornerstone in the name of Almighty God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, unto the ages of ages, world 
without end. Amen. 


Then shall the minister, standing by the stone, exhibit to the people ai 
box to be placed in the stone. It may contain such articles as a Bible, 
The Methodist Hymnal, the latest Discipline, church periodicals, names 
of the pastor, Official Board, the bwmlding committee of the church, 
with such other documents as may be desired. The minister may read 
the list of articles so deposited in the box. Then with the aid of the 
builder, the minster shall lay the stone in its place. 


Then shall the people sing the following hymn: 
On this stone now laid with prayer 
Let thy church rise, strong and fair; 
Ever, Lord, thy name be known, 
Where we lay this cornerstone. 


May thy Spirit here give rest 
To the heart by sin oppressed, 
And the seeds of truth be sown, 
Where we lay this cornerstone. 


Open wide, O God, thy door 

For the outcast and the poor; 

May they know this house their own, 
Where we lay this cornerstone. 
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By wise master builders squared, 
Here be living stones prepared 
For the temple near thy throne, 
Jesus Christ its Cornerstone. 


Then shall the minister say: 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his glory with ex- 
ceeding joy, to the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and evermore, Amen. 


This order may be abridged according to the needs of the occasion. 


An Order for the Dedication of a 
Church 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow in silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Serve the Lord with gladness. 

People: Enter into his gates. with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise. 

Minister: O come, let us worship and bow down: let us 
kneel before the Lord our maker. 

People: He is our God; and we are the people of his 
pasture, and the sheep of his hand. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

O God, eternal and ever blessed, who delightest in the 
assembling of thy people in the sanctuary; receive us gra- 
ciously as we come into thy house, and grant, we entreat thee, 
that peace and prosperity may be found within its walls, 
that the glory of God may be the light thereof, and that 
we may be satisfied with the goodness of thy house; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT FOR DEDICATION DAY Here let the people unite with 
the minister m prayer. : 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings, with thy most 
gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help, 
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in 
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thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and finally, by thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


ANTHEM 


CANTICLE OF THE CHURCH To be said responsively by the min- 
ister and the people. Here let the people stand and remain standing 
until after the Affirmation of Faith. 


Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the 
Lorp is risen upon thee. 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and gross 
darkness the people. 

But the Lorp shall rise upon thee, and his glory shall be 
seen upon thee. 

And the nations shall come to thy light, and kings to 
the brightness of thy rising. 

The abundance of the sea shall be turned unto thee; the 
wealth of the nations shall come unto thee. 

Thy gates shall stand always open; they shall not be 
shut day nor night, 

That men may bring unto thee the wealth of the nations, 
and their kings led with them. 

For the nation and kingdom that will not serve thee 
shall perish; yea, it shall be utterly wasted. 

Violence shall no more be heard in thy land, wasting nor 
destrugtion within thy borders. 

But thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates 
thou shalt call Praise. 

he sun shall be no more thy light by day; neither for 

brightness shall the moon give light unto thee. 

But,the Lorp shall be unto thee an everlasting light, 
and thy God thy glory. 

Thy sun shall no more go down; neither shall thy moon 
withdraw itself. 
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For the Lorp shall be thine everlasting light, and 
the days of thy mourning shall be ended. 


GLORIA PATRI 


AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The minister and the people. 

I believe’ in God the Father Almighty, Maker of 
heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he rose from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence 
he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I be- 
lieve in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resur- 
rection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

PRAYER 

HYMN 

THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 
THE DEDICATION OF GIFTS AND TITHES 


OFFERTORY RESPONSE The people standing. 


Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: °*. 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


THE ACT OF DEDICATION 
Some person authorized shall say to the officiating minister: 
We present this building to be dedicated to the glory 
of God and the service of men. 
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Then shall the minister say: 
By what name shall this church henceforth be known? 


To which shall be answered: 
It shall be called the N. Methodist Church. 


Then shall the minister say to all the people: 

Beloved in the Lord, we rejoice that God put it into the 
hearts of his people to build this house to the glory of his 
name. I now accept this building to be known as N. Meth- 
odist Church, to dedicate it, and to set it apart for the wor- 
ship of Almighty God and the service of all men. Let us 
therefore, as we are assembled, solemnly dedicate this place 
to its proper and sacred uses. 


Then, all standing, the minister shall say, the people responding: 
To the glory of God the Father, who has called us by his 


grace; 
To the honor of his Son, who loved us and gave himself 
for us; 
To the praise of the Holy Spirit, who illumines and sanc- 
tifles us; 


We dedicate this house. 

‘ For the worship of God in prayer and praise; 
For the preaching of the everlasting gospel ; 
For the celebration of the holy Sacraments ; 
We dedicate this house. 

For the comfort of all who mourn; 

Fo? strength to those who are tempted ; 

For light to those who seek the way ; 

We dedicate this house. 

For the hallowing of family life; 

Foreteaching and guiding the young ; 
“For the perfecting of the saints ; 

We dedicate this house. 
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For the conversion of sinners ; 

For the promotion of righteousness ; 

For the extension of the Kingdom of God; 

We dedicate this house. 

In the unity, of the faith; 

In the bond of Christian brotherhood ; 

In charity and good will to all; 

We dedicate this house. 

In gratitude for the labors of all who love and serve this 


church ; 

In loving remembrance of those who have finished their 
course ; 

In the hope of a blessed immortality through Jesus Christ 
our Lord; 


We dedicate this house. 


Then shall the minister and people together say: 

We now, the people of this church and congregation, 
compassed about with a great cloud of witnesses, grate- 
ful for our heritage, sensible of the sacrifice of our 
fathers in the faith, confessing that apart from us their 
work cannot be made perfect, do dedicate ourselves 
anew to the worship and service of Almighty God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Then shall the minister say: 

Accept, O God our Father, this service at our hands, and 
bless it to the end that this congregation of faithful people 
may make manifest the Church of the living God, the pillar 
and ground of truth, and so may this house be the place 
where thine honor dwelleth and the whole earth be filled 
with thy glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


THE SANCTUS To be sung or said responsively by the minister and 
the people. 


ee with angels and archangels, and with all the 
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company of heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious name, 
evermore praising thee, and saying: 


Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, heaven and earth 
are full of thy glory. Glory be to thee, O Lord most 
high! Amen. 


PRAYER Here the minister may offer an extempore prayer or one or 
more of the following prayers: 

O eternal God, whom the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain, much less the walls of temples made with hands; gra- 
ciously accept the dedication of this house to thy honor and 
glory. Amen. 


Grant, O Lord, that all who here share in the Sacraments, 
the ministry of the Word, and the fellowship of praise and 
prayer may know that God is in this place, may hear thy 
voice within their hearts, and may go forth to extend to the 
uttermost bounds of life the Lord Christ’s Kingdom. Amen. 


Now therefore, O Lord, let thine eyes be open toward this 
house day and night; and let thine ears be ready toward the 
prayers of thy children, which they shall make unto thee in 
this place. And whensoever thy servants shall make to thee 
their petitions, do thou hear them, and when thou hearest, 
forgive. Grant, O Lord, we beseech thee, that here and else- 
where thy ministers may be clothed with righteousness, and 
thy saints rejoice in thy salvation. And may we all, with 
thy people everywhere, grow up into a holy temple in the 
Lord, and be at last received into the glorious temple above, 
the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. And 
to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be glory 
and praise, world without end. Amen. 


HYMN, 

SILENT PRAYER 
BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 


An Order for the Opening of a 
Church for Worship 


AccorpiInG to the Discipline of The Methodist Church a church cannot 
be dedicated until it is free of debt. This is not a service of dedication. 
It is an opening of a church for worship with the expectancy that the 
congregation of faithful people will make every sacrifice to remove all 
encumbrance from the House of God. 


Let the service of worship begin at the time appointed. Let the people 
kneel or bow m silent prayer upon entering the sanctuary. 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation, 
HYMN The people standing. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 

People: Except the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build it. 

Minister: Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name: 
bring an offering, and come into his courts. 

People: Praise waiteth for thee, O God, and unto thee 
shall the vow be performed. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated and bow in prayer. 
INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 


O Lord God, almighty and most merciful, whom the 
heaven, even the heaven of heavens cannot contain, much 
less temples built with hands, but who also dwellest with 
men, and delightest thyself in the fellowship of thy people; 
cleanse our hearts, we beseech thee, from all evil thought 
and desire, and vouchsafe thy divine presence and blessing, 


482 


OPENING A CHURCH FOR WORSHIP 483 


both that those things may please thee which we do at this 
present, and also that we may at length obtain thy favor with 
life everlasting in thy heavenly kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT Here let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 
Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most 
gracious favor, and further us with thy continual help, 
that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in 
thee, we may glorify thy holy name, and finally, by thy 
mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


ANTHEM 
RESPONSIVE PSALM Here let the people stand and remain standing 
until after the Gloria Patri. 

The earth is the Lorn’s, and the fullness thereof; the 
world, and they that dwell therein. 

For, he hath founded it upon the seas, and established 
it upon the floods. 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lorp? or who shall 
stand in his holy place? 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath 
not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceit- 
fully. 

He shall receive the blessing from the Lorp, and right- 
eousness from the God of his salvation. 


. 
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This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek 
thy face. 


Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors. 
And the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory? 
The Lorp strong and mighty, the LorD mighty in 
battle. 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye 
everlasting doors. 
And the King of glory shall come in. 
Who is this King of glory? . 
The Lorp of hosts, he is the King of glory. 
GLORIA PATRI 
THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 


DECLARATION The minister. 

In the name of God and in the presence of this congrega- 
tion I now declare this church to be open for the worship of 
God and the service of men. May it be a house of prayer 
for all people. Upon you as a congregation there rests the 
solemn responsibility to see to it that all liability of a finan- 
cial character resting upon this property be speedily lifted 
so that this church may be dedicated to God in the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Let us join in 
an act of consecration to God and his Church. 


RESPONSIVE PRAYER Here let the people bow. 


Almighty and everlasting God, in communion with the 
saints in all the ages, and remembering the heritage that has 
been given to us, we offer thee our praise and thanksgiving. 

O Lord, hear our prayer. 


Help us to accept the privilege and responsibility of this 
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thy fellowship of faith; here may we keep the unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace. 

So may we fulfill the law of love. 

Enable us, by thy grace, to dedicate ourselves this day to 
the great task which thou dost lay upon our hearts and con- 
sciences. 

In all that we do, be thou, O Lord, our strength and 
help. 

Reveal to us the beauty of thy perfect law, the joy of our 
living Lord, so that with glad hearts we may move forward 
in paths of high devotion and great achievement. 

Be thou, O Lord, our guide and help for evermore. 
Amen. 


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING The minister. 

Most glorious God, accept through thy beloved Son our 
thanksgivings for thine unspeakable love and goodness. Thou 
art the Father of mercies, and God of all comfort, full of 
compassion, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. We 
thank thee that thou hast founded thy Church upon the apos- 
tles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief 
cornerstone. We thank thee that thou hast committed to thy 
ministers the word of reconciliation. Continue thy loving- 
kindness unto us, that we may rejoice and be glad in thee 
all our days. Guide us by thy counsel, and afterward receive 
us to thy glory; where, with all the blessed host of heaven, 
we may behold, adore, and perfectly and joyfully praise thee, 
our most glorious creator, redeemer, and sanctifier, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 


ANTHEM 


OFFERTORY The dedication of gifts and tithes. An offertory sentence 
may be said or sung. 


HYMN 
THE SERMON Which may be followed by prayer. 
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AN INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
HYMN or DOXOLOGY The people standing. 

SIVENT PRAYER 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE 


An Order for the Dedication of an Organ 


DOXOLOGY The people standing. 


CALL TO WORSHIP 

Minister: Surely the Lord is in this place. 

People: This is none other but the house of God, and 
this is the gate of heaven. 

Minister: Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into 
his courts with praise. 

People: O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt 
his name together. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who hast made the heart of man to respond 
to the touch of thy Spirit as a harp to the hand of a master; 
give to us the vision of thy glory as we worship thee. We 
laud thee, we bless thee, we give thanks unto thy great name, 
for thy lovingkindness and thy truth. Unto thee we bring the 
obedience of our thanksgiving and the praise of our devo- 
tion; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


COLLECT Here let the people unite with the minister in prayer. 
Alntighty God, unto whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and 
worthily magnify thy holy name; through Christ our 
Lard. Amen. 


ACT OF PRESENTATION The people standing. The organ may be 
presented for dedication by one of the trustees, or someone designated 
for that purpose, in some such words as: 
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We present this organ for dedication, [the gift of N. 
for the glory of God, and in loving memory of N.| 


ACT OF DEDICATION To be said responsively by the minister and 
the people. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, we dedicate this organ to the praise of Almighty 
God. 

Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firma- 
ment of his power. Praise him with the sound of the 
trumpet: praise him with psaltery and harp. 

We dedicate this organ to the cultivation of a high art: to. 
the interpretation of the message of the masters of music, 
to an appreciation of the great doxologies of the Church, and 
to the development of the language of praise which belongeth 
both to earth and to heaven. 

Praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 
Let everything that hath breath praise the LorD. Praise 
ye the Lorpb. 


We dedicate this organ to the wedding march, to thanks- 
giving on festal occasions, and to such inspiration in the 
service of song that all people may praise the Lord. 

O sing unto the LorD a new song: sing unto the 
LorD, all the earth, in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord. 

We dedicate this organ to the healing of life’s discords, 
and the revealing of the hidden soul of harmony; to the 
lifting of the depressed and the comforting of the sorrowing ; 
to the humbling of the heart before the eternal mysteries, and 
the lifting of Sie soul to abiding beauty and Joy, by the 
gospel of infinite love and good will. 


That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 


things in heaven, and things in earth, and things under 
the earth; and that every tongue should confess that 
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Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


PRAYER OF DEDICATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Our God and Father, whom the generations have wor- 
shiped with concord of sweet sound; be pleased to accept 
this organ as a song of praise unto thee. Amen. 

Grant that its music, with accompanying song, may come 
as a blessed benediction upon all who worship here. Amen. 

May this organ become undying music in the world as its 
notes of cheer, comfort, communion, and courage are modu- 
lated into human lives for daily task and noble service. Amen. 

To all organists who shall sound its notes, and to all wor- 
shipers who shall be lifted Godward by its voice, may there 
come at times the sweep of hallelujahs from the throne of the 
redeemed, until earth below shall be attuned to heaven above, 
singing hallelujah to him who reigneth, Lord of lords, the 
King of kings. Hallelujah! Amen. 


Here may be sung a suitable hymn or anthem, after which may follow a 
recital or sermon. An offering may then be received, followed by the 
singing of a hymn. 


BENEDICTION 
POSTPEUDE 


~ 


An Order for the Dedication of a Church- 
School Building or Parish House 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 
HYMN The people standing. 


GALE LOW ORSHITP 

Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 

People: Except the Lord build the house, they labor 
in vain that build it. . 

Minister: Establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 
yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. 

People: Blessed be the name of the Lord from this 
time forth, and for evermore. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, whose lovingkindness never 
faileth, who rulest both in heaven and in earth, keeping 
mercy for thy people who walk before the presence of thy 
glory; graciously vouchsafe thy presence as we dedicate this 
building to thy service; mercifully illumine and brighten it 
with thine own glory, and pour down thy bléssing upon it; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
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us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


HYMN 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Hear, O Israel: the Lorp our God is one Lorp: and thou 
shalt love the Lorp thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: and thou 
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk 
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou 
walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon 
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 
And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and 
on thy gates. 

The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowl- 
edge. 

In the morning sow thy seed, and in the evening withhold 
not thine hand. 

It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught 
of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, and hath 
learned of the Father, cometh unto me. 

Who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may in- 
struct him? But we have the mind of Christ. That we may 
grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ. 
Master, we know that thou art true, and teachest the way of 
God if truth. 

And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle 
unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness instructing 
those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give 
them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth. 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, .. . teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, 
lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. 


ANTHEM or HYMN 
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OFFERTORY Followed by an offertory response, which may be the 
Doxology. 


ACT OF PRESENTATION Here let the Board of Education stand up 
before the people, and let the chairman of the board say to the min- 
ister: 

We present unto you this building to be dedicated 
to the glory of Almighty God and to the ies BS 2h of 
worship, fellowship, study, and service. 


ACT OF DEDICATION Here let the people stand and unite in the 
responses to the words of the mimster. 

Dearly beloved, it is right and proper that buildings erected 
for such service in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ should be formally and devoutly set apart for their 
special uses. For such a dedication we are now assembled. 
And, as the dedication of this building is vain without the 
solemn consecration of those whose gifts and labors it repre- 
sents, let us now give ourselves anew to the service of God: 
our souls, that they may be renewed after the image of 
Christ; our bodies, that they may be fit temples for the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit; and our labors and business, 
that they may be according to God’s holy will, and that their 
fruit may tend to the glory of his name and the advancement 
of his Kingdom. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, we dedicate this building to the worship of God. 


God is a spirit: and they that worship him must wor- 
ship him in spirit and in truth. 


We dedicate this building to the purpose of Christian edu- 
cation: to the work of the church school, to the study of the 
Scriptures, and to the development of Christian character. 


Whatsoever things were written aforetime were writ- 


ten for our learning. Blessed are they that hear the 
word of God, and keep it. 
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We dedicate this building to the broadening of mental 
horizons and the deepening of knowledge, that young and 
old may be awakened and informed. 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto 
my path. 

We dedicate this building to Christian fellowship and to 
recreation of mind and body. 

Thou wilt show me the path of life; in thy presence 
is fullness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures 
for evermore. 

We dedicate this building to those tasks and aims in which 
the Christian serves his place and time: to the cause of 
missions, of Christian citizenship, and the broad field of 
social relations. 

The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms 
of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for 
ever and ever. 


The minister and the people: 

We dedicate ourselves anew to that service of our 
fellow men wherein can best be performed our true 
service of God, in obedience to the spirit of the Master 
when he said: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself. 


PRAYER OF DEDICATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, whose eyes are ever 
toward the righteous, and whose ears are ever open unto their 
cry; graciously accept, we pray thee, this building which 
we now dedicate to thee, to thy service, and to thy glory, 
that in jt love and wisdom may unite to bring joy and strength 
to those who gather here; and we beseech thee, receive us 
thy servants who here dedicate ourselves anew to thee and 
to those offices of fellowship and good will in which thou 
art well pleased. Grant that those who come here may be 
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cheered and quickened in mind and body, and that they may 
be stirred in spirit to serve thee wisely and steadfastly; and 
the praise shall be thine forever; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be 
written for our learning; grant that we may in such wise hear 
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by 
patience, and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace and 
ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which thou 
hast given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 

O God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment, and 
light riseth up in darkness for the godly; grant us, in all 
doubts and uncertainties, the grace to ask what thou wouldest 
have us to do, that the spirit of wisdom may save us from all 
false choices, and that in thy light we may see light, and in 
thy straight path may not stumble; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 


An Order for the Dedication of a 
Hospital 


SENTENCES OF PRAISE 


Minister: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
People: Who made heaven and earth. 

Minister: O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good. 
People: For his mercy endureth forever. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


DECLARATION The minister. 


Dearly beloved, this building, which by the favor of God 
and the labor of man has been so far completed, is a symbol 
of that care for the sick and the suffering which was supremely 
exemplified in the Lord Jesus, and which has always in- 
spired those who follow him. We believe that the heavenly 
Father not only desires, but gladly accepts, the service of 
comfort and healing for which this building is to provide, 
and that he looks with favor upon the dedication of the 
building to himself and to the welfare of his children. 

Let us therefore bring to him our praises for his guidance 
and aid in this undertaking, and our prayers on behalf of 
those who by their gifts or their service shall unite in ful- 
filling those purposes of love and skill for which this build- 
ing is prepared. 


HYMN OF PRAISE 
THE, SCRIPTURE LESSON 


_ Thg Spirit of the Lord Gop is upon me; because the Lorp 
hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he 
hath sent me to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty 
to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that 
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are bound; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lorp; to 
comfort all that mourn; to appoint unto them that mourn in 
Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for 
mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for 
them; and the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. 
Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees. 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: 
behold, your God will come and save you. Then the eyes of 
the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb sing. 

And the disciples of John showed him of all these things. 
And John calling unto him two of his disciples sent them 
to Jesus, saying, Art thou he that should come? or look we 
for another? And in that same hour he cured many of their 
infirmities and plagues, and of evil spirits; and unto many 
that were blind he gave sight. Then Jesus answering said 
unto them, Go your way, and tell John what things ye have 
seen and heard; how that the blind see, the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, to the 
poor the gospel is preached. And blessed is he, whosoever 
shall not be offended in me. 


HYMN OF DEDICATION 
ADDRESS 


OFFERTORY Followed by an offertory response, which may be the 
Doxology. 
RESPONSIVE READING The minister and the people. 
Bless the Lorp, O my soul: and all that is within me, 
bless his holy name. 
Bless the Lorp, O my soul, and forget ‘not all his 
benefits: 
Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy 
diseases ; 
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Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who 
crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies. 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lorp pitieth 
them that fear him. 

For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we 
are dust. 

As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, 
so he flourisheth. 

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the 
place thereof shall know it no more. 

But the mercy of the Lorp is from everlasting to ever- 
lasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto 
children’s children; 

To such as keep his covenant, and to those that re- 
member his commandments to do them. 

Bless the Lorp, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that 
do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. 

Bless ye the LorD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of 
his, that do his pleasure. 

Bless the Lorp, all his works in all places of his dominion. 

Bless the LorD, O my soul. 


GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 


ACT OF PRESENTATION Here let the Board of Trustees or the 
proper committee stand up before the people, and let the chairman of 
the board or some properly designated person say to the minister: 

We present unto you this building, to be dedicated 
to the service of Almighty God in the relief of the sick 
and the suffering, [the gift of N. for the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of N.] 
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ACT OF DEDICATION Here let the people stand and unite in the 
responses. 

Dearly beloved, it is right and proper that buildings erected 
for such service in the name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ should be formally and devoutly set apart for their 
special uses. For such a dedication we are now assembled. 
And, as the dedication of this building is vain without the 
solemn consecration of those whose gifts and labors it repre- 
sents; let us now give ourselves anew to the service of God: 
our souls, that they may be renewed after the image of 
Christ; our bodies, that they may be fit temples for the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit; and our labors and business, 
that they may be according to God’s holy will, and that their 
fruit may tend to the glory of his name and the advancement 
of his Kingdom. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, we dedicate this building as a hospital to the 
holy ministry of healing. 

Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. 

We dedicate this building to Christian helpfulness. 


Whosoever shall give to drink unto one of these 
little ones a cup of cold water only, shall in no wise lose 
his reward. 

We dedicate this building to the sustaining power of the 
Holy Spirit in time of pain and suffering. 

In all their afflictions he was afflicted, and the angel 
of his presence saved them. 

We dedicate this building to the skill and wisdom that 
bring relief and cure, and to the patient research that uncovers 
fresh resources with which to serve the public health. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom. Length of 
days is in her right hand. She is a tree of life to them 
that lay hold upon her. 
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The minister and the people. 

We dedicate ourselves anew to that service of our 
fellow men wherein can best be performed our true 
service of God, in obedience to the spirit of the Master 
when he said: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself. 


PRAYER OF DEDICATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, whose eyes are ever 
toward the righteous, and whose ears are ever open unto their 
cry; graciously accept, we pray thee, this building which 
we now dedicate to thee, to thy service, and to thy glory, that 
in it skill and tenderness may unite to bring health and cure to 
those who come for aid; and we beseech thee, receive us thy 
servants who here dedicate ourselves anew to thee and to 
those offices of love and good will in which thou art well 
pleased. Grant that those who come here in weakness may be 
made strong, that those who come in pain may find relief, and 
that those who come in sorrow may find joy and gladness; 
and the praise shall be thine forever; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


’ O blessed Lord, who hast power of life and death, of 
health and sickness; give wisdom and gentleness to all thy 
ministering servants, to physicians and surgeons, nurses and 
watchers by the sick, that, always bearing thy presence with 
them, they may not only heal but bless, and shine as lamps 
of hofe in the darkest hours of distress and fear; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O most merciful Father, we look to thee for thy grace on 
behalf of those who, coming here in grievous illness, may not 
return,to earthly joys and sorrows, but pass from here into 
that life immortal where thou dost receive all who put their 
trust in thee. Thou hast said that as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are thy ways higher than our ways, but 
we know that all thy children are in thy tender and unfailing 
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love which passeth our understanding, and we pray that the 
blessed ministry of thy Holy Spirit may sustain them, and 
that light eternal may shine upon them. Amen. 


And now, O loving Father, we bow before thee, of whom 
the whole family in heaven and earth is named, praying that 
thou wouldest grant us, according to the riches of thy glory, 
to be strengthened with might by thy Spirit in the inner man; 
that Christ may dwell in our hearts by faith; that we, being 
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to comprehend 
with all saints what is the breadth, and length, and depth, 
and height; and to know the love of Christ, which passeth 
knowledge, that we might be filled with the fullness of God. 
Amen. 


BENEDICTION 


An Order for the Dedication of a 
School, College, or University 


Building 


PRELUDE The people in devout meditation. 


SENTENCES OF PRAISE 
Minister: O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: 
fear before him, all the earth. 
People: They that worship him must worship him in 
spirit and in truth. Amen, 


DECLARATION The minister. 

Dearly beloved, this building, which by the favor of God 
and the labor of man has been so far completed, embodies the 
obligation of each generation to impart its treasures of wisdom 
and knowledge to the generation following. For the fulfill- 
ment of this task we need, not only the best that men can do, 
but above all the blessing of Almighty God. Let us therefore 
bring to him our praises for his aid in this undertaking, and 
our prayers on behalf of those who by their gifts or their 
service shall unite in fulfilling the purpose for which this 
building is prepared. 


HYMN QF PRAISE 


THE SCRIPTURE LESSON 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that 
getteth understanding. For the merchandise of it is better 
than the merchandise of silver, and the gain thereof than 
fine gqld. She is more precious than rubies: and all the 
things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her. 
Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand 
riches and honor. Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and 
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all her paths are peace. She is a tree of life to them that lay 
hold upon her: and happy is everyone that retaineth her. 
The Lorp by wisdom hath founded the earth; by under- 
standing hath he established the heavens. By his knowledge 
the depths are broken up, and the clouds drop down the 
dew. My son, let not them depart from thine eyes: keep 
sound wisdom and discretion: so shall they be life unto thy 
soul, and grace to thy neck. Then shalt thou walk in thy way 
safely, and thy foot shall not stumble. 

Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and 
broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there 
be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow 
is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that 
find it. Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them, I will liken him unto a wise man, which built 
his house upon a rock: and the rain descended, and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it 
fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And everyone that 
heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall be 
likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the 
sand: and the rain descended, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it fell: and great 
was the fall of it. 


HYMN OF DEDICATION 
THE ADDRESS 


OFFERTORY Followed by an offertory response, which may be the 
Dosology. 


RESPONSIVE READING 


Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath hewn out her 
seven pillars. 


Doth not wisdom cry? and understanding put forth 
her voice? 


She standeth in the top of high places, by the way in the 
places of the paths. 
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She crieth at the gates, at the entry of the city, at 
the coming in at the doors. 

Unto you, O men, I call; and my voice is to the sons of 
man. 

O ye simple, understand wisdom: and ye fools, be ye 
of an understanding heart. 

Hear; for I will speak of excellent things ; and the opening 
of my lips shall be right things. 

For my mouth shall speak truth; and wickedness is 
an abomination to my lips. 

Receive my instruction, and not silver? and knowledge 
rather than choice gold. 

For wisdom is better than rubies; and all the things 
that may be desired are not to be compared to it. 

But where shall wisdom be found? and where is the place 
of understanding? 

Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom; and to 
depart from evil is understanding. 


GLORIA PATRI 
‘Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 


ACT OF PRESENTATION Then let the Board of Trustees or the 
proper committee stand up before the people, and let one of them say 
unto the nunister: 

We present unto you this building, to be dedicated 
to the service of Almighty God in the enlightenment 
of his children, [the gift of N. for the glory of God, 
and in loving memory of N.]. 


ACT’OF “DEDICATION The minister, the people uniting in the re- 
sponses. 

Dearly beloved, it is right and proper that buildings erected 

for such service in the name of our Lord and yeas Jesus 
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Christ should be formally and devoutly set apart for their 
special uses. For such a dedication we are now assembled. 
And, as the dedication of this building is vain without the 
solemn consecration of those-whose gifts and labors it repre- 
sents, let us now give ourselves anew to the service of God: 
our souls, that they may be renewed after the image of 
Christ; our bodies, that they may be fit temples for the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit; and our labors and business, 
that they may be according to God’s holy will, and that their 
fruit may tend to the glory of his name and the advancement 
of his kingdom. 

In the namé of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit, we dedicate this building to the holy ministry 
of education. 

Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep 
her; for she is thy life. 

We dedicate this building to the spiritual enrichment of 
all who shall come here in pursuit of knowledge. 

Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man 
that getteth understanding. 

We dedicate this building to the loyal service of those 
whose training and devotion have prepared them to lead 
students toward the truth. 

The Lord God hath given me the tongue of the 
learned, that I should know how to speak a word in 
season to him that is weary. 7 

We dedicate this building to that ministry of administra- 
tion upon whose ability and fruitfulness depends the wise 
conduct of its affairs. 

Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom 
his lord shall make ruler over his household? Blessed 
is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall 
find so doing. 
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The minister and the people. 

We dedicate ourselves anew to that service of our 
fellow men wherein can best be performed our true 
service of God, in obedience to the spirit of the Master 
when he said: Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and thy neighbor as thyself. 


PRAYER OF DEDICATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, whose eyes are ever 
toward the righteous, and whose ears are ever open unto 
their cry; graciously accept, we pray thee, this building which 
we now dedicate to thee, to thy service, and to thy glory, that 
in it love and wisdom may unite to make plain the path of 
knowledge to those who gather here; and we beseech thee, 
receive us thy servants who here dedicate ourselves anew to 
thee and to those offices of fellowship and good will in which 
thou art well pleased. Grant that those who come here, 
whether as administrators, teachers, or students, may come 
with pure minds, upright purpose, and steadfast endeavor, 
to learn and to do thy holy will; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

God of our Fathers, we offer thee our heartfelt thanks 
for all thy servants, the parents and teachers, the benefactors 
and friends, by whose love and devotion we have come into 
our great inheritance of health, truth, and piety. Help us to 
guard faithfully this great boon, to profit by it, to augment 
it, and loyally to pass it on to the coming generation, that 
they through us may rise up to serve thee; in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 


An Order for the Dedication of a Home 


SENTENCES OF PRAISE The minister. 
Peace be to this house. 


Beloved, let us love one another; for love is of God; and 
everyone that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Almighty God, who hast mercifully promised to hear the 
prayers of thy people who call upon thee; we beseech thee 
graciously to bless this home which we dedicate to thy honor 
and service, and make it the abode of purity and peace and 
truth. Watch over thy people in their going out and their 
coming in, and direct their footsteps ever in the way of thy 
commandments; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


THE LORD’S PRAYER Here let the people unite with the minister 
m prayer. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And for- 
give us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 


HYMN 


ACT OF DEDICATION To be said responsively by the minister and 
the people. 

In the name of the Father, and of the Son; and of the 
Holy Spirit, we dedicate this home to the glory of God, com- 
mitting to his loving care this house and all who dwell in it. 

Have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, O 
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LorD my God, which thy servant prayeth before thee 
today; that thine eyes may be opened toward this house 
night and day. 
We dedicate this home to the deep affections of the. family 
circle, and to all friendly hospitalities. 
Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus 
Christ, make you to increase and abound in love. 
We dedicate this home to the courage, patience, and self- 
control which make life cheerful and serene. 
Let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be 
perfect and entire, wanting nothing. 
We dedicate this home to all beautiful things of heart and 
mind that lead the soul to wider vision and to higher aims. 
Whene’er a noble deed is wrought, 
Whene’er is spoken a noble thought, 
Our hearts in glad surprise 
To higher levels rise. 


We dedicate this home to happiness, to hopefulness, and 
to health, that it may ever be, to those whose home it is, a 
dear haven of peace and joy. 

Serene will be our days and bright, 
And happy will our nature be, 

When love is an unerring light, 
And joy its own security. 


hase OF DEDICATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

O God, our heavenly Father, giver of life; we pray thee, 
make this home an abode of light and love. May all that is 
pure, tender, and true grow up under its shelter. May all that 
hinders godly union and concord be driven far from it. Make 
it-the ¢enter of fresh, sweet, and holy influence. Give wisdom 
for life, and discretion in the guidance of affairs, 

Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto 
their children. And let the beauty of the Lorp our God be 
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upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 
yea, the work of our hands establish thou it. And the praise 
shall be thine forever. Amen. 


HYMN 


BENEDICTION The minister. 

The Lorp bless us, and keep us: the Lorp make his face 
shine upon us, and be gracious unto us: the Lorp lift up 
his countenance upon us, and give us peace, now and for 
evermore, Amen, 


An Order for the Dedication of a 
Memorial 


The service shall be conducted in the customary way, and, when the ser- 
mon 1s ended, an appropriate hymn shall be sung; after which the 
minister, accompanied by those who are to take part with him in the 
service, shall proceed to that part of the church where the act of dedi- 
cation is to take place; and, when the music ends, the people still 
standing, he shall say: 


SENTENCES OF PRAISE 

Minster: Our help is in the name of the Lord, who made 
heaven and earth. 

People: Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of the 
people, give unto the Lord glory and strength. 

Minister: Honor and majesty are before him: strength and 
beauty are in his sanctuary. 

People: Blessed be the name of the Lord from this 
time forth and for evermore. Amen. 


Here let the people be seated. 


INVOCATION The minister. 
Let us pray. 

Blessed and glorious Lord God Almighty, by whose power, 
wisdom, and love all things are sanctified, enlightened, and 
made perfect ; fe merciful unto us and bless us, we beseech 
thee, and cause thy face to shine upon us, that what we now 
do may please thee, and show forth the honor of thy name. 
Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy glory unto 
their children. And let the beauty of the Lorp our God be 
upon ws: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; 
yea, the work of our hands establish thou it; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


PRESENTATION AND DEDICATION When that which ts to be 
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dedicated is a memorial, the minister shall then call upom the persow 
appointed to perform the presentation of the memorial. 


We ask N. now to present the memorial. 


The person making the presentation shall say: 

In the name of [or, In memory of] N. we present to 
this church this memorial, to be dedicated to the glory 
and praise of God. 

To which the properly designated official shall respond: 

We accept this gift as a sacred trust, and shall guard 
it reverently, in honor of the faithful and devoted life - 
to whose memory it is erected. 


Then the minister shall pronounce the words of dedication: 

In the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, I dedicate this 
memorial to the glory of God, and in memory of his servant 
N.; in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 

DEDICATORY PRAYER Let the people unite im the response. 

Give unto the Lorp the glory due unto‘his name: worship 
the Lorp in the beauty of holiness. 

We see Jesus, because of the suffering of death, 
crowned with glory and honor. 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, without whom no 
words or works of ours have meaning, but who dost accept 
the gifts of our hands as the tokens of our devotion; grant 
thy blessing upon us as we dedicate this gift.to thy glory. 
May this memorial which we now dedicate be an enduring 
witness before all thy people of the faithful service of thy 
servant. May our lives, being consecrated unto thy service, 
be joined with thy faithful ones into that building which 
groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord. Amen... 

HYMN 
BENEDICTION 
POSTLUDE 


THE MINISTRY TO THE SICK 


Prayers 


For All Who Are Sick 


O Christ our Lord, who art the Great Physician; grant unto 
all who are sick the aid of heavenly healing. Look upon all 
faithful people who are in need and who love to call upon thy 
name, and take their souls into thy keeping, and vouchsafe to 
deliver them from all sickness and infirmity. Amen. 


We thank thee, O Father, for all who hallow suffering, for 
those who in their thoughts for others leave no room for pity 
for themselves, for those whose patience inspires others to hold 
on; and grant, O loving Father, to all who are bound in the 
mysterious fellowship of suffering, the sense of comradeship 
with others, and the knowledge of thy love; and give them thy 
peace which passeth all understanding. Amen. 


O Lord, who dost feel the pain of the world; look down upon 
all sick and suffering persons; enfold them with thy love, that 
in the midst of pain they may find thy presence; to doctors and 
nurses grant tender hearts and healing hands; and give health 
again in body and soul, for thy tender mercy’s sake. Amen. 


For a Sick Person 

O God, be present in thy goodness with this thy servant, that, 
his weakness being banished, and his health restored, he may 
live to glorify thy holy name; through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 


O Thou who hearest prayer, we pray thee to be very kind and 
meretfulto thy child N., whose body suffers in pain and weak- 
ness. Grant unto him patience and tranquility of mind; peace, 
purity, and courage of soul; the strong will to live if it be thy 
will; and a heart ready to trust thee waking or sleeping. Bless 


511 


\ 


512 THE MINISTRY TO THE SICK 


all the means used for his recovery, and all who minister to him 
in his suffering. Restore him speedily to health, if it please thee. 
but above all things grant him that which thou knowest to be 
best for him, and keep him thine for evermore: through Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 


O God, our refuge and strength, who art a very present help 
in trouble; we know that thou lookest graciously upon this thy 
servant. Send him patience and comfort in this time of his 
great distress; strengthen him with the consolations of thy 
Holy Spirit; enable iim to rise above all pain and weakness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Almighty and immortal God, giver of life and health; we be- 
seech thee for thy servant, for whom we implore thy mercy, 
that by thy blessing upon him and upon those who minister to 
him of thy healing gifts, he may be restored to soundness of 
health, and give thanks to thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


O Lord, holy Father, by whose lovingkindness our souls and 
bodies are renewed; mercifully look upon this thy servant, that, 
every cause of sickness being removed, he may be restored to 
soundness of health; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen, 


For a Sick Child 


O God, whose dear Son Jesus Christ did heal children who 
were sick; send thy help to this child. Help him to be quiet, and 
patient, and cheerful. Take away his pain, and make him well 
again, that he may grow in body, in mind, and in likeness to 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst show thy love by restoring to 
health the little ones who were brought unto thee; give thy 
blessing, we beseech thee, to the means now used for the heal- 
ing of this thy child, that he may be restored to health and 
strength, and spared to a life of usefulness. Amen, 
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For a Family in Sickness and Bereavement 


Almighty God, who abidest always, and who art ever near 
to uphold and bless; hear now our prayer for thy servants 
bowed down with grief. May they find strength and peace in 
thee. For all that hath been gracious and helpful in the days past 
we devoutly thank thee. Visit us with thy comfort, and be thou 
thyself our companion. Let us be mindful of the many good 
things which make life dear and sacred. May our hearts be 
united in a closer bond of love and sympathy; and give us 
strength to return to the duties of life with increased devotion 
and with purer and more earnest purpose. May we ever feel 
that the eternal God is our refuge, and that underneath are the 
everlasting arms; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Thanksgiving for Recovery of a Sick Person 


O Lord, whose compassions fail not, and whose mercies are 
new every morning; we give thee hearty thanks that it hath 
pleased thee to give to this our brother both relief from pain 
and hope of renewed health. Continue, we beseech thee, in him 
the good work that thou hast begun, that, daily increasing in 
bodily strength, he may so order his life as always to think and 
do-such things as shall please thee: through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 


_Almighty God, the giver of every good gift; we thank thee 
for the health restored to thy servant. Thou hast been with jum 
in sickness; be with him still in health and joy. In the hour of 
returning gladness suffer us not to forget the days of darkness 
that are gone. Let us not be numbered among those who are 
forward to ask in time of trouble, but careless to show them- 
selves thankful when mercy is bestowed. Be thou, O God, loved 
and obeyed with all our strength; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, Amen. 
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Commendatory Prayers 


Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts; shut not thy 
merciful ears to our prayers; but spare us, Lord most holy, O 
God most mighty, O holy and merciful Saviour, thou most 
worthy Judge eternal, suffer us‘not at our last hour, for any 
pains of death, to fall from thee. Amen. 


Go forth upon thy journey from this world, O Christian soul, 

In the name of God the Father Almighty who created thee. 
Amen. 

In the name of. Jesus Christ who suffered for thee. Amen. 

In the name of the Holy Spirit who strengthened thee. Amen. 

May thy portion this day be in peace, and thy dwelling in the 
heavenly Jerusalem. Amen. 


Afemibe Birthiot a:Ciild 


Almighty God, who art thyself known as Father; accept the 
thanks of our hearts for this thy child now given unto these 
thy servants. Grant, we beseech thee, unto them thy heavenly 
grace, that they may so nurture this child that he may daily 
increase in wisdom and stature, and grow in thy love and service 
through all the days of his life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Ammen: * 


For Those Who Care for the Sick 


Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hast power of life 
and death, of health and of sickness; give strength, wisdom, 
and gentleness to all thy ministering servants, all physicians 
and surgeons, nurses and watchers by the sick, that, always 
bearing thy presence with them, they may not only heal but 
bless, and shine as lamps of hope in the darkest hours of 
distress and fear; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen, 


O God, in whose dearly beloved Son men have seen the glory 
of self-sacrifice; grant that all who are called to the sacred 
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office of nursing and caring for the sick may ever remember 
his holy example, and show forth his unfailing tenderness in 
the beauty and compassion of their daily lives. Amen. 


Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about 
doing good and healing all manner of sickness and disease 
among the people; grant to physicians, surgeons, and nurses 
wisdom, skill, sympathy, and patience, that they may continue 
his gracious work among us in all hospitals and infirmaries ; 
prosper their work, O Lord, with thy continual blessing ; through 
the same Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Thanksgiving for Deliverance in Time of Epidemic 


Merciful God, to whom alone belong the issues of life and 
death; we bless the goodness which hath preserved so many 
of us alive in the midst of a great mortality, and hath restored 
health in our land, and the voices of joy in many homes. Help 
us now to offer ourselves a living sacrifice to thee, who art 
worshiped in spirit and in truth. Amen, 


To Be Said by the Sick 


© God, help me to think of thee in this bitter trial. Thou 
knowest how my heart is rent with grief. In my weakness, 
tested so severely in soul by this experience, I cry unto thee, 
Father of all life, give me fortitude. Forgive the thoughts of my 
rebellious soul. Pardon me in these first hours of my grief, 
if I question thee or exercise myself in things too high for me. 
Grant me strength to rise above this trial, to bear with humility 
life’s sorrows and disappointments. Be nigh unto me, O God. 
Bring consolation and peace to my soul. Blessed art thou, O 
God, who comfortest thy children. Amen. 


O-Go# my Father, hold me in thy keeping. Be with me when 
I am bewildered by sickness and by pain, and through all let 
me trust thy love that does not fail. Give me back, I pray thee, 
health and vigor, that I may set my hands again with gladness to 
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the tasks of life. May any suffering I must undergo teach me 
sympathy with all who suffer; and may every gift of life re- 
newed send me forth with a thankful heart to greater consecra- 
tion; through Jesus Christ my Lord. Amen. 


O God, I am sorely stricken; but in my pain let me not 
forget thee. Thou art long-suffering and patient; and in thy 
great mercy thou wilt forgive the murmuring lips and the 
weary soul. In all humility I lay bare my soul before thee and 
ask thy pardon for my shortcomings. A broken and contrite 
heart thou wilt not despise. May it be thy will to aid those who 
would bring me to a speedy recovery. I thank thee for all the 
dear ones whose sympathy and care have eased my suffering. 
Mayest thou answer the prayers of our hearts. Heal me, that I 
may again praise thy name in the congregation. Oh rejoice the 
soul of thy servant, for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up mine 
eyes. Heal me, O Lord, and I shall be healed; save me and I 
shall be saved, for thou art my praise. Amen. 


O living Christ, make us conscious now of thy healing near- 
ness. Touch our eyes that we may see thee; open our ears. 
that we may hear thy voice; enter our hearts that we may know 
thy love. Overshadow our souls and bodies with thy presence, 
that we may partake of thy strength, thy love, and thy healing 
life. Amen. 


The Almighty Lord, who is a most strong tower to all those 
who put their trust in him, to whom all things in heaven, in 
earth, and under the earth, do bow and obey, be now and ever- 
more my defense, and make me know and feel that there is 
none other name under heaven given to man, in whom, and 
through whom, I may receive health and salvation, but only 
the name of my Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 


We ask thee not, O Lord, to rid us of pain; but grant in thy 
mercy that our pain may be free from waste, unfretted by re- 
bellion against thy will, unsoiled by thought of ourselves, puri- 
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fied by love of our kind, and ennobled by devotion to thy king- 
dom; through the merits of thine only Son our Lord. Amen. 


Before an Operation 


O loving Father, I commit myself with perfect trust into thy 
loving hands. Watch over me and protect me in my hour of 
weakness, and grant that as I become unconscious to earthly 
things my thoughts may be turned to thee. Bless and guide thy 
servants who shall tend me; give them such success that we 
may praise thee for thy goodness. And finally grant that I may 
so bear suffering with cheerful courage that I may be the 
means, under thy hand, of helping others in their time of 
trial; for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen. 


> 


An Order for the Administration of the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper or 
Holy Communion for the Sick 


And Others Confined to Their Homes 


The minister shall read one or more of the following passages of Scrip- 
ture: 
Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear my 
voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup 
with him, and he with me. 


I will not leave you comfortless. If a man love me, he will 
keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come 
unto him, and make our abode with him. 


Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; who com- 
forteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort 
them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we 
ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ 
abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ. 


Then shall the minister say: 
Let us pray. 

Have mercy upon us, O God, according to thy lovingkindness : 
according to the multitude of thy tender mercies, blot out our 
transgressions. Wash us thoroughly from our iniquities and 
cleanse us from our sins. For we acknowledge our transgressions, 
and our sin is ever before us. Against thee have we sinned, and 
done that which is evil in thy sight. Create in us clean hearts, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within us. Cast us not away from 
thy presence; and take not thy Holy Spirit from us; Amen.» 

May the almighty and merciful Father grant us pardon and 
the forgiveness of sins through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Then shall the minister offer the Prayer of Consecration and the Prayer 
of Humble Access: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy 
didst give thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the 
cross. for our redemption ; who made there, by the one offering 
of himself, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice for the sins 
of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy gospel 
command us to continue, this memorial of his precious death: 
hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee, and 
grant that we, receiving this bread and wine, according to thy 
Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy institution, in remembrance 
of his death and passion, may also be partakers of the divine 
nature through him, who in the same night that he was betrayed 
took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat ; this is my body, which 
is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. Likewise after 
supper he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, saying, Drink ye all of this; for this is my blood of 
the new covenant which is shed for you, and for many, for the 
remission of sins; do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remem- 
brance of me. Amen. 


We do not presume to come to this thy table, O merciful 
Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold 
and greaé imercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up 
the crumbs under thy table. But thou art the same Lord, whose 
mercy is unfailing. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to par- 
take of these memorials of thy Son Jesus Christ, that we may be 
filled with the fullness of his life, may grow into his.likeness, 
and may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen, 


Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven, Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our tréSpasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 


glory, forever. Amen. 
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Then shall the minister first receive the elements of the Communion him- 
self, and then shall administer the Holy Commumon. to those present. 
When the minister offers the bread, he shall say: 

Jesus said, “This is my body, which is given for you.” Take 
and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 
on him in your heart by faith, with thanksgiving. 

When the minister offers the cup, he shall say: 

Jesus said, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which 
is shed for you.” Drink this in remembrance that Christ died for 
you, and be thankful. 


Then the minister shall say: 
Let us pray. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, we, thy humble servants, desire 
thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of 
praise and thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant 
that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and- 
through faith in his blood, we and thy whole Church may obtain 
forgiveness of our sins, and all other benefits of his passion. _ 
And here we offer and present unto thee;iO Lord, ourselves, © 
our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and living socrifice 
unto thee ; humbly beseeching thee that all we who are partakers 
of this Holy Communion may be filled with thy grace and heav- 
enly benediction. And although we be unworthy, through our 
manifold, sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet.\.< beseech 
thee to accept this our bounden duty and service; not weighing 
our merits, but pardoning our offenses ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord; by whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honor and giory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world 
without end. Amen. 

Then may the minister say the benediction: 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep 
your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and 
of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 


Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among 
you, aid remain with you always. Amen. 
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St. Chrysostom, A Prayer of . . ee ee ere yy en iA) 
St. Francis of Assisi, The Canticle of De ES SR ee OST 
Ste onnwAnCreedainmineovViordS ol s.5) = | fel oy te) Grup ac) ce) neem Mamet (0) 
Salvation, A Canticle of . . ot ea Ls ON ei reno 
Sanctuary, A Canticle of the. . . . 259 
Sanctus, with Preface. . ; 83, 113, 118, 240, 378, 384, 480 
School, College, or Wniveisicy Building. An Order for the Dedication 
Oi ee 3 Bo nt ARE SE es sepa Ree (if 
Scripture Lesson for Easter Day (WEO) . io PR Se dae 80 
Seed, Soil, and Sowers, An Order of Dedication of GSE) . Hints Sewer, eg MU 
_Self- Examination, An Act of (KPG) css <BR> 
“Sick, An “Order for the Administration-of-the ‘Sterament see Eaeedior aN 
Supper or Holy Communion for the. . est SSRB18) 


State, and World, An Intercession for Church, (KPG) ; eB 08. 221 
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Summary of the Law, Our Lord’s, with Responses... : So aoa Or L 
Sunday Service of John Wesley, An Order for Morning or Evening 
Prayer Ee ie LrommMthe: .. Seer Ve ete Te cach ek, 31 
Supplication, aieney Sen | yo vat A enn Ce ee ee es Sh hy 
Sursum Corda . gto. Se dct hele 587 837.8 
Te Deum Laudamus . 240 
Teachers, An Order for he Recoeniton of hureh- iSchool Oiscers ance 465 
Ment. Commandments, Uhey with Responses as. es .  e 2235570 
Bhanksoiving mwa (CCOS)E | is se of 6. \ Wem Be Ne) 973 
II (COs F ae kage, Wee ic ae te ecg ed 
ienkceiving) A Canticle of Ee ed oc, cs oe ae, AS ee) ate ee Oe 
pthanksovin owe Aaeleltany Ol soe anni Con - Mee inom ce , 6 228 
nenkeapi ving: Prayer. ote Genera mn mC ms eae. We hp Ween 134) 
Mhankssiving anda lnterCession, Witany of = 7. - .« «5 . . . 116 
Thanksgiving Day, An Order of Worship for. . 5 eles 
Thanksgiving for Harvest, Land, and ane An Order af OSE) . LOS: 
Thanksgivings (COS) ' : . 213-14 
Three Children, The Canticle oF {he at . 249 
Transfer or on Reaffirmation of Faith or in " Agiliated’ Bamiberstitn: Whe 
Orderston Receiving Viembers: Dyin Eutelsat e607 
Unity, An Order of Worship for Christian. . : 90 
University Building, An- Order for the Medication of a Snook coe 
TOO CMIOTE gel CU Oe pee SD, NR eee geen ae aed eee ye, OU 
Wena Creator e Opinivicus pian) che mance ti 0 GG) GMa “Go ,ee4os 43/444 
Venite . TET 4 SE ee tee a ear ars hn eas. 
Victory, A Canticle re Ala ecg ee ee ote et Me es Se eS 
Wesley, John, An Order for Morning or mee Boke Adapted from 
fhesoundayeCenviceuolwc | 4) eae : ae ie a on 
Wesley Graces, The . . Ree Ce. Pee sta io Dik ROOT) 
Whitsunday, An Order of Worchip foe sy Vkthan” hig > Tot Ae oe NE 83 
Vigil ee intanviot the Divine (PG) Ro en os on as 
Word, A Canticle of the. . ire athe, Pertaay a Ee SoTL eos 
World, An Intercession for Church, ‘State, euntel (USQREN G5 = G6 RAAT 
Youth, The Order for the Baptism of Children and. . eer et. 8995 
Youth into the Church, The Order for Receiving Children and if Pb > 404 
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INITIALS in parentheses—for example (ACF)—following an entry refer to the 
list of sources on pages 521-22. 


Accept, O Father, our humble thanks .. Le Ne ea, eee Oy 
Accept, O God our Father, this service at our hands ot, epic al Ge ak ee S040) 
Accept, O Lord, these offerines thy people make unto thee. . . . 141 
Accept the devotion of our hearts, till we allcome in. . . . . 57, 236 
Accept these offerings, we beseech thee, O Lord (DWM). . . . 141 
Accept us, O God, we beseech thee, and draw us to thyself . . . . 206 
Pietnines sare thine’ NOroit nave We ue os, | i iter se a oe + = 2) Lat 
All things come of thee, O Lord. . Oe reo CREO V a, 
Almighty and all-merciful God, our Pather i in heaven SEP eee ear 
Almighty and eternal God, who searchest the hearts of men. . . 10, 128 
Almighty and eternal God, whose lovingkindness never faileth . . . 490 
Almighty and everlasting God, before whom stand (KPG) . . .100, 228 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose mercy we come to. . . . 182 
Almighty and everlasting God, from whom cometh . . . 448 
Almighty and everlasting God, grant us so to celebrate the fiysteties : 66 
Almighty and everlasting God, in communion with the saints. . . . 484 
Almighty and everlasting God, in whom we live and move. . . . 192 
Almighty and everlasting God, look mercifully upon thy servants . . 343 
Almighty and everlasting God, strengthen by thy presence . . . . 300 
Almighty and everlasting God, the comfort of the sad. . Mies ES) 
Almighty and everlasting God, thou lover of peace and eaicord’ ee et 7, 
Almighty and everlasting God, unite thy servants. . 194 
Almighty and everlasting God, we make our humble eupplications (AFT) 330 
Almighty and everlasting God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ (COS). . 217 
Almighty and everlasting God, who didst turn the despair (WRB) . . 177 
Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things. . Aog Stes 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hast built thy Church (CWC). . ae LoS 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hast revealed thy glory . . . . 312 
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing. . 60, 169 
Almighty and everlasting God, who on Easter Day didst bark (WRB) . TL. 
Almighty and everliving God, giver of every good and perfect gift. . 404 
Almighty and everliving God, we beseech thee. . . eR Pr PO) 
Almighty and everliving God, who hast given us the faith As Fe ORR RY 
Almight and everliving God, who hast made of one blood all nations. . 165 
Almighty afd everliving God, whose most dearly beloved Son. . . 393 
Almighty afid everliving God, whose nature it is to purify and to bless . 97 
Almighty and immortal God, giver of life and health. . . . . . 512 
Almighty and immortal God, the aid of all that need. . . . . . 395 
Almighty and merciful God, the fountain of all goodness. . rr eo: 
Almighty and merciful God, to whom the light and the davicniess ee ete, COO 


534 


Boz 


INDEX OF FIRST LINES 


Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed . 6, 32, 127 
Almighty and most merciful Father, who of thine infinite goodness . 444 
Almighty and most merciful God, grant, we beseech thee . 83 
Almighty and most merciful God, our heavenly Father . 135 
Almighty and most merciful God, we give thanks to thee. . 5 eral 
Almighty and most merciful God, who knowest the thoughts (DWM) ol 2H 
Almighty and most merciful God, whose will is that all men (DWM) . 72, 
Almighty, everlasting God, grant us so perfectly to follow the passion . 174 
Almighty, ever-living God; regard, we beseech thee . 397 
Almighty Father, hear our prayer . 143 
Almighty Giver of good, we thank thee . 366 
Almighty God, and gracious Father of men . ; 368 
Almighty God and heavenly Father, we glorify thee : 208 
Almighty God and heavenly Father, we thank thee . ee tea Sh 
Almighty God, author of eternal light; illumine our hearts . . 9, 126, 192 
Almighty God, creator of life and sustainer of seed and soil (JSE) . . 105 
Almighty God, creator of the universe and sustainer of the laws (JSE) 111 
Almighty. God, Father of all mercies; graciously behold these . 459 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, we thine unworthy servants . 134 
Almighty God, Father of mercies and giver of all comfort . . . 348, 428 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, . . 60, 128, 377, 383 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, make us aware (CWC) 195 
Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave his life. . 427 
Almighty Gdd, Father of our spirits; grant us at close of day (CWC) . 334 
Almighty God, fount of all life; thou art our refuge and strength . 413 
Almighty God, fount of all love and wisdom . A ew 
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace prnceed : 208, 364 
Almighty God, from whom every good prayer cometh . 4, 29, 124, 163, 304 
Almighty God, give us grace to contend always for (CWP) . 307 
Almighty God, giver of all good things ; mercifully behold this ay childs 330 
Almighty God, giver of all good things, who by thy Holy . . . 433, 442 
Almighty God, giver of all good things, who of thy great goodness . 432 
Almighty God, giver of every good and perfect gift . 182 
Almighty God, grant us thy gift of loyalty (LRE) 170 
Almighty God, help us when we are tempted that we sin not . eal 
Almighty God, in whom is calmness, peace, and concord . 93 
Almighty God, our Father, from whom we come . ; 413 
Almighty God, our Father, grant, we beseech thee, a great’ (JEN) j 204 
Almighty God our Father, send, we beseech thee, thy Holy Spirit . 185 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, grant that the aspirations . 149 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, guide, we beseech thee . 361 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, may we ever be aware . Pe O07 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father; receive us in this evening . 16, 126 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we bless and magnify . . 437 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we thank thee. . 4 . 463 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who declarest thy glory . . 206 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who didst cause light to shine . 36 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hast committed (JWS) . . 195 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hast power of life and death . 514 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who hath given you . 443 
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Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy great mercy. . . 132, 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy . 379, 385, 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who through thy Son (CSB) _ . 165, 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, whose eyes. . . . 493, 499, 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, without whom no words . : 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, without whose help . ‘ 
Almighty God, purify our hearts from every vain and sinful thought 
Almighty God, stir the hearts of thy people, that by their prayers . 
Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . : 
Almighty God, the giver of every good gift . . . 

Almighty God, the Rock of Ages; on thee we build. . 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts . 9, 13, 46, 123, 370, 384, 469, 
Almighty God, we beseech thee graciously to behold this thy family . 64, 
Almighty God, we beseech thee that knowledge may be increased . 
Almighty God, we beseech thee to look upon this household . 

Almighty God, we bless and praise thee that we have wakened . 
Almighty God, we invoke thee, the fountain of everlasting light . 
Almighty God, we lift up our hearts in gratitude to thee (COS) . . 
Almighty God, we praise thee for the mercies which thou hast (HVD) . 
Almighty God, we pray thee for the coming of thy ST Se, 
Almighty God, we thank thee for rest and health . ‘ 

Almighty God, we thank thee for the good examples. . : 
Almighty God, we thank thee for thy manifold mercies to us ’ (HVD) 5 
Almighty God, who abidest always, and who art ever near . : 
Almighty God, who art leading us through the changes of time . 
Almighty God, who art thyself known as Father . AD xd 

Almighty God, who by the birth of thy Holy One. . . 

Almighty God, who by thy divine providence hast appointed . 

Almighty God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ didst give to. . 
Almighty God, who hast been the dwelling place of thy people . 
Almighty God, who hast created man in thine own image . 

Almighty God, who hast given a day of rest to thy people... 
Almighty God, who hast given unto thy Son Jesus Christ (ACF) 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace, at this time, with one. . 124, 
Almighty God, who hast made the heart of man . : 
Almighty God, who hast mercifully promised to hear the prayers ; 
Almighty God, who hast shown us in the life (KPG) . . : 
Almighty God, who hast taught us that those who mourn (PNO) 5 
Almighty God, who hath given you this will to do all these . : 
Almighty God, who holdest in thy hand the souls of the righteous . 


Almighty God, who in a world of change’ hast placed eternity in . 
Almighty God, who in the former time didst lead our fathers . . . 
Almighty God, who in thy providence hast made all ages a . Roo), 
Almighty God, who of thy great mercy hast gathered us (CWP) 
Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves . . 170, 


Almighty Gofl, who through thine only-begotten Son hath overcome 
Almighty God, who through thy Son dost continually prompt us . 
Almighty God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about es 
Aimighty God, whose glory the heavens are telling . 

Almighty God, whose mercy is over all thy works . 
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Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy . 


Almighty God, with whom do live the spirits of those who depart : 
Almighty Lord, deepen the root of our national life in everlasting . 


And now may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son 
And now, O loving Father, we bow before thee . 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, O God (HVD) . 
Ask ye what great thing I know 


Assist us mercifully with thy help, O Lord God oe our walvation 3 


Be gracious unto us, O Lord, and bless us . 

Be pleased, O Lord, to hear our humble supplication (COS)! 
Be pleased, O Lord, to remember our friends . 

Be present at our table, Lord ‘ 

Be present, O Merciful God, and protect Sets 


Be ye not shaped to the pattern of this world, but ut be v ye e (KPG) 


Before Jehovah’s awe-full throne . 

Before the ending of the day 

Bestow thy light upon us, O Lord . 5 
Bless all who worship thee, from the rising of the Stine 
Bless me, O God, with the love of thee and of my neighbor . 


Bless, O God, all the members of this our family and household . SP 
Bless, O Lord, this food to our use. . ; : 

Bless thou the gifts our hands have brought : ston? 

Blessed and glorious Lord God almighty, by whose power . 

Blessed art thou, Lord God of our fathers . 

Blessed art thou, O Lord God of our Fathers. . 3 

Blessed be the Lord God for his tender mercy (KPG) ; 56, 
Blessed Lord, who hast caused all holy Scriptures to be written . 453) 
Blessing, and honor, and giory, and power, be unto him . 

Breathe into our souls, O heavenly Father, the love... . 

By the love with which thou didst draw near to thy disciples : 

Christ is risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits . 

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us LR ata: 

Come, Holy Ghost, our souls inspire oe 4; F 85, 245, 437, 


Come, O Christ, and reign among us, in love and j joy and peace a aee 


Confirm, O Lord, we pray thee, the hearts of thy children . 


Dear Father in heaven, bless all our... (PNO) . A 
Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us te acknowledge : 


Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings 34, 123, 432, 438, 446, 447, 476, 


Dismiss us now, O Lord, with thy blessing : 


Enlighten our understanding with knowledge of right 
Eternal and everliving Father, who dost call us 


. 338; 


Eternal Father, the giver of fe) who as on this day didet cause any 


Eternal Father, who by the birth of thy beloved Son Jesus Christ . 
Eternal God, who committest to us the swift and solemn trust 
Eternal God, who delightest to hear the cry of the contrite (CLW) 
Eternal God, who hast taught us that our bodies are temples of 
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Eternal God, who makest all things new, and abidest forever (WEO) 159 


Everlasting Father, the radiance of faithful souls . . . . . 163, 454 
Father, as the old year ends and the new year begins (WRB). . . 157 
Father, for this noonday meal . . rat aes een COO 
Father in heaven, whether it be thy will as nine (HVD) Woe Aus UG 
Father of all men and God of peace, hear our prayers . . . . . 362 
Father of all, who hast declared thy love to all men (COS) . . . 215 
Father of lights and giver of all good, we praise thee . . . . . 54 
Father of lights, in whom there is no shadow (EW) . . . . 54, 142 
Father of spirits, we have joy at this time in all . . . .. . 420 
Father, we remember before thee all our brethren . . . . . . 344 
Rorethe beauty, Olethereantieloe ne Bis Piet l a) cient ome MF PAT 52k 88 
For these and all his blessings . eanehpmnoten Rel, se than, Bie ING 
For this cause I bow my knees unto! the Father a WOME ponies OL 
For this our daily bread . . toe GOS 
Forbid, O God, that we should fofees amide our arnt (HVD) CRETE) PRS 7, 
From the rising of the sun even unto the going down of the same. . 54 
From the sin which is in us, leading us to prefer our will to thine. . 92 
Give ear, O Lorp, unto our prayer. . ees Mev sa is we SBS 
Give unto the Lorp the glory due unto ee name. "s SLO 
Give us grace, O our God, to listen to thy call, to obey figs VOICE» .— "8 Poe 
Give us now, O merciful Father, thy Holy Spirit a Ss HBSO 


Glory be to God on high, and on earth, peace, good will . 49, 240, 381, 387 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, . 119, 121, 370, 415, 471, 497, 503 


Glory to God in the highest [versicle] . . PTL Pioaprn coe TAG, 
Glory to God in the highest [litany] (MW, SR) Me eter La 14 Os4 
Go forth upon thy journey from this world, O Christian soul ES ea a4 
God be merciful unto us, and bless us. . Sp eeaes TU aS eas 
God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross. . A i ARAL 73 
God is a Spirit. They that worship him must worship wisn Opes See 69 
God of all beauty, who dost make the sun to rise in splendor . . . 196 
God of our Fathers, we offer thee our heartfelt thanks . . . . . 505 
God our Father, give to the nations of the world a new heart . . 94, 222 
God our Ruler, give to every state the dawning spirit . . . . 94, 222 
God our Shepherd, give to the Church a new vision. . . . . 94, 221 
God spake all these words, saying, 1 am the Lorp thy God... 223, 370 
God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless. . . . . . 412 
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God the Father. . a Wa 6 
Gracious Father, we humbly beseech thee for thy universal Church as 91 
Gracious Giver of all good . . De Fe AL S65 
Gracicus Lgrd, we remember that thou didst accompany he ee re SOL 
Grant,and gontinue unto us legislators and rulers . . . . . . 360 
Grant” calmness and control of thought to those . . Wey Wink ech ooo 
Grant, most gracious God, that we may love and seek rieee Spare re e275 543 
Grant, O Father, that as we move in the world of men (PNO) . . 331 
Grant, O Lord, that all who here share in the Sacraments . . . . 481 
Grant, O Lord, that all who worship within this place. 125 


Grant, O Lord, that this day which thou hast given unto us (HVD) 318, 345 
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Grant, O Lord, that what hath been said with our lips . . . . . 4149 
Grant that the men of our armed forces may be brave . . . . . 359 
Grant to us, Lord, we beseech thee, the spirit to think . . . . . 220 
Grant us, O Lord, in all our ways of lifé thy. help (LRE) . . . . 170 
Grant us, O Lord, that as we are baptized into the death . . . . 175 
Grant us, O Lord, to know that which is worth knowing . . . . 339 
Grant us, O Lord, to pass this day in gladness and peace . . 296 
Grant us peace, thy most precious gift, O thou eternal source of eae 137 
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we who are burdened . . 132 
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, that we who in so many . . 174 
Grant, we beseech thee, Almighty God, unto us who know . . . . 349 
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful God, that thy Church. . ay «shed 
Grant, we beseech thee, O Christ, that as we all share (KPG) . Sent 24 
Great art thou, O Lord, and greatly to be praised; great is thy . . 204, 347 
Guide, O Lord, we pray thee, the mayors and other officers (PD) . . 361 
Have compassion, we pray thee, upon all those whose hearts . . . 348 
Have mercy, O Lord, upon all those who labor . . wb tassel SOF 
Have mercy, O Lord, upon the wounded and the Sumerian Nie Sa eS Oe 
Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness . . . OW 
Have mercy upon us, O God, according to thy lovingkindness . 4, 126, 518 
Havesercval pons On lonrduathiesGodeot allay aumen —ltnnin an ennnPenE ED 50 
Meany allyesnations: of the searth, the gospell 4) 4s. sel ae nea 455) 
Hear our prayer, Oordseanclinesthinesearutomticumy antenna rman nen 
Hear thou in love, O Lords our cry. 144 


Hear thy children, heavenly Father, as we lee our supplication (CWP) 316 
Heavenly Father, blot out, we beseech thee, our past transgressions 89, 226 


Heavenly Father, giver a all good things, Shs hastitaught usw =) oenul4 
Heavenly Father great and good .. . lis ya ano OO 
Heavenly Father, when from time to time we enter ay temple MESOL TEP ROS 
Heavenly Father, who art ever ready to give good things (HVD) . . 317 
Heavenly Father, who slumberest not nor sleepest (COS) . . . . 324 
Help us, Almighty God, to bear with patience whatever cross . . . 63 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty , Li GTN MESO 2 BZ AS 
How lovely are thy messengers, O Lord of hostan Sie eee Seo 
I am no longer my own, but thine . et: ee 52 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Matern Bi ea ey liek, VAS 
I believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven . . 37, 138 
I know, O Lord, and do with all humility acknowledge. . . . . 332 
I was glad when my companions said unto me. eh ee No) 
I will lay me down in peace and take my rest (PNO) <a We Oe RS 
In remembrance of those who made the great sacrifice . . . . . 355 
In the cross of Christ I glory . . p bees a 74 
Increase, O God, the faith and the zeal ‘of all ‘thy people . ess + PRTG 
Infinite and eternal Spirit, our God and our Father, author of all. . 67 
Into thy hands, O God, we commit ourselves this day . ie 5, ood 
Into thy hands, O Lord, we commend our spirits, souls, and bodies Oe et ee) 
It is of the Lorn’s mercies that we are not consumed ._ . 248 


It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty that we should . j ‘83, 378, 384 
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Jesus said: Seek ye first the kingdom of God (KPG) . . . . . 218 
Jesus said: Whosoever shall do the will of God (KPG) . . . . . 227 
Jesus spake unto them, saying, I am the light of the world. . . . 121 
Jesuswstandfanongucwn.. eeaey erature he Wee said 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence. . BGAN AST I14S 
Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of sy heart mredy tes E148 
Let the words of our mouths, and the meditations of our hearts . . 148 
Let thy fatherly hand, we beseech thee, ever be over us... mecsul 
Let thy mercy, O Lorp, be upon us, and the brightness of ce Spirit s .299) 
Let thy peace and blessing descend upon us . . fi eal! Pier? 136.6: 
Let us adore the Father, the God of love who Greated ISTO EEY i eet 48 
Let us now examine ourselves before God. . . sR! 50 
Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers that beeshil Sie shew 299, 9255 
Let us pray for a new spitit in the Church (KPG). . . =. . 93, 221 
Let us remember Jesus: Who, though he was rich (KPG) . . . . 220 
Lift up your hearts . By TS BIAS Stole BAS 
Lift upon us the light of thy ‘countenance, fe) God CELE eR is a 20,09 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy . . . 34, 122 
Look graciously, and speedily have pore een upon thy people . . 363 
Look in thy mercy, we beseech thee, O Lord, on those . . ) £359 
Lord God eternal; holy, just, and merciful ; we adore thee (HVD) 5) eHl7/ 
Lord, have mercy upon us . the ee bi. : * 146 
Lord Jesus Christ, be with me today’ (PNO) . od a 330 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hast commanded us not to potas onal (HVD) 334 
Lord, make us truly grateful .. . 366 
Lord of life and love, help us to worship thee in ie Woliness (JEN) . 181 
Lord of the nations, who in Christ hast broken down the wall. . . 166 
Lord, thou hast not need of our thanks . OS 
Lord, we beseech thee to keep thy household hie Church.’ in continual 8195 
Master of men, who hast given us a work todo (PNO) . . . . 340 
May Almighty God have mercy upon us. TO phenol oT 
May Almighty God, who caused light to shine out 268 Gaskuiess aL OMPOD Loe 
May Christ dwell in your hearts by faith. . . eee L453 
May Gods whose mercy droppeth as the gentle rain fom heaven SSS 
May that which hath been performed by our humble ministrations . . 148 
May the almighty and merciful Father grant us pardon 3. eRe: LS iem ous 
May the almighty and merciful Lord’ grant us remission .. Sn ileal 
May the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of the wonder. Seas 65 
May the Lord Jesus Christ, who'is the splendor. . . . . . . IJI7 
May the peace which thou gavest to thine apostles . . . . . . 238 
May thy Holy Spirit continually descend and rest upon all. . a oY) 
Mereiful father, who willest not that thy children should wander in . 286 
Merciful God, to whom alone belong the issues of life and death . . 515 
Most glorious God, accept through thy beloved Son (CWP) . . . 485 
Most gracious Father, who willest us to give thanks for all things . . 289 
Most gracious God, by whose appointment the seasons come (BCS) . 114 
Most gracious God, to know and love whose will is righteousness . . 181 


Most heartily do we thank thee, O Lord, for thy mercies (HVD) . . 314 
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Most holy and gracious God, who turnest the shadow of night into . 
Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send down 

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send upon these thy Borah 
Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send thy heavenly blessing 
Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send thy heavenly blessings 
Most merciful Father, we have done little to forward thy Kingdom . 86, 
Most merciful God, the helper of all men  . 

Most merciful God, who so loved the world as coe Bees (ine ne 
My heart shall indite a good matter: I will bless the Lord. . . 17, 


Now that the daylight fills the sky . 

Now the God of peace, that brought again chou the each our 

Now therefore, O Lord, let thine eyes be open . 

Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, 107, 147, 392, 398, 
Now unto him who is able to do exceeding abundantly . . .. . 147, 
Now unto the God of all grace, who hath called us 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible 


O almighty and merciful Father, who art the help 

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who by thy divine Bee dence 
Almighty God and most merciful Father, whose , 
Almighty God, give us grace to.approach thee . . 
Almighty God, kill in us all the seeds of envy and ill vit 
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy great 
Almighty God, our refuge and strength sence 
Almighty God, protect our sailors and the fleet 
Almighty God, we thank thee for all thy blessings 
Almighty God, we turn to thee in the time of trouble 
Almighty God, who alone art without variableness or shadow of 
Almighty God, who art a most strong tower to all those who put 
Almighty God, who hast built thy Church upon the foundation 
Almighty God, who in thy mercy hast redeemed the world 
blessed Jesus, who for thirty years didst dwell in thy humble . 
blessed Lord, who by the example of thy work 
blessed Lord, who hast power of life and death . . 
blessed Saviour, who wast pleased thyself to be anes (PNO) 
Christ our Tord! who art the Great Physician { 
Christ, our only Saviour, so come to dwell in us 
eternal God, creator and preserver of all mankind . 
eternal God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, grant that in ‘he (WRB) 
eternal God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ . 
eternal God, who alone makest men to be of one mind in a ose 
eternal God, whom the heaven of heavens cannot contain 
eternal Lord God, who rulest both sea and land 
Father of all, that we may be prepared for the coming of re eon 
Father of mercies, whose beloved Son was, as on this day, crucified . 
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God, Almighty Father, King of kings and Lord of all our rulers 
God, at whose word man goeth forth unto his work it yest 
O God, be present in thy goodness with this thy servant . 


Father, who hast declared thy love to men by the birth of the . 41, 
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God, before whose face the generations rise and pass away 
God, bless our home, our family, friends (PNO) : 
God, bless thy servants who are about to be joined together . 


God, by whom the meek are guided in judgment . . . 86, 305, 


God, eternal and ever blessed, who delightest 

God, Father of mercies and author of all good 

God, forasmuch as our strength is in thee 

God, forgive those who repent of their sins 

God from whom we have received life and all earthly blesumcs 
God, give me strength to live this day (PNO) 

God, grant us thy children strength for the work thou hast een 
God, help me to think of thee in this bitter trial (UP48) . ; 
God, I am sorely stricken; but in my pain (UP18) 


God, in this hour of Sbiegia remembrance we acknowledge (DWM) 


God, in whom alone we find rest from our weariness . 

God, in whose dearly beloved Son men have seen the glory 
God, merciful and gracious, who art everywhere present . 
God most high, the only Ruler, grant, we beseech thee 

God, most merciful and gracious, of whose bounty we have all 
God, most merciful Father, thou speakest 

God my Father, hold me in thy keeping (WRB) : 
God of all mercy and comfort, accept the heartfelt praises 
God of infinite compassion, who art the comforter (COC) 
God of love, who art in all places and times : 

God of truth, we pray thee for the people of our day g 

God, of whose gifts come sunshine, and friendship (PNO) 
God our Father, as we begin this day, bestow upon our household 


God our Father, give to the Church a new vision and a new (PD) . 


God our Father, give to the nations of the world (KPG-CWP) . 


God, our Father in heaven, we consecrate ourselves anew to thee 78, 


God our Father, may the meditations of our hearts (LRE) 


God our Father, merciful and gracious, hear the thanksgiving (COS) 
God our Father, of whom the whole family in heaven and (HVD) 
God our Father, renew our spirits and draw our hearts unto. . 180, 


God our Father, the Father of our ascended Lord 

God our Father, the fountain of all goodness , é 

God our Father, thou hast promised to hear thy children ’ 

God our Father, we come beseeching thee mercifully to guide 
God our Rather, we pray that thou wilt keep in tender love 

God our Father, we pray thee to regard with thy lovingkindness 
God, our Father, who giveth food 


God our Father, who hast bidden the light ts atin Oitk GE darkness 


God our Father, who hast brought us again to the glad season . 
God our Father, who hast led us apart from the busy world . 
God our Father, who hast set forth the way of life 

God, our guardian by night, our guide by day . 

God, our heavenly Father, giver of life . 

God, our heavenly Father, grant that this child F 

God, our heavenly Father, look in favor, we beseech thee (COS) 
God, our heavenly Father, we are all thy children 


540 INDEX OF FIRST LINES 


O God our heavenly Father, we bless thee again. . Rs Soh mora SIO) 
O God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned against flies ‘pe a sae 27 
O God, our heavenly Father, we pray for N. (HVD) . .. . . 328 
O God our heavenly Father, who didst manifest thy love . . . 164, 450 
O God, our refuge and strength, who art a very present help in trouble 512 
O God, our seed and our soil in this act we have committed . . . 106 
O God, quicken in us the spirit of courage (PNO) . . hoc 
O God, the Creator and Preserver of all mankind; we hueales at EEN S3 
O God the Father, almighty and everlasting, from aoe we have come 230 
O God, the God of all goodness and of all grace . . ja pe SOS 
O God, the King eternal, who dividest the day from the darieqess wy (peo2s, 
O God, the King of righteousness, lead us, we pray thee, in ways of . 206 
ONGod; ithe’ Lord of lite; the Conquerorsot deathea) (2 e.) ssa rune) rete 
O God, the might of all them that put their trust in thee . . . . 302 
O God, the protector of all that trust in thee, without whom . . 218, 327 
O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in thee . . . 186 
O God, the strength of those who suffer gh hth al Maa Same Fre 355 
O God, the sure defense of all who trust in thee . . Se s43 
O God, to whom alone is known the meaning of the mystery, 6t pth, eerie al 
O God, to whom belong adoration and praise (LRE) ants ZS 
O God, we praise thee for the Master, who rode in triumph (CWM) Reet73 
O God, we praise thee, we give thanks unto thee for thy bountiful . 114 
O God, we pray for thy Church, which is set today amid (WR) _ . 135, 166 


O God, who art. a hiding-place from the wind and shelter from (WRB) 194 


O God, who art in every place beholding the evil and the good . . . 325 
Q@ God, who art the author of peace and lover of concord . 33 
O God, who art the author of truth, of beauty, and of poodaess: (BPS) 204 
O God, who art the Father of all; grant thy blessing upon us . . . 231 
O God, who art the Father of the families,of thevearthis Sse ee e426 
O God, who art the hope of all the ends of the earth . . . . . 4137 
O God, who art the source of all true joy; grant us a vision . . . 180 
O God, who art the source of all true peace and joy. . Poe At Feta 
O God, who art the strength and the protector of thy people Sart pe sl 
O God, who art the strength of thy saints . . . 419 
O God, who art Truth and Spirit; help us in spirit we in feet “ oe 297, 
O God, who as at this time didst send down thy Holy Spirit .  . 358 
O God, who as at this time didst teach the hearts of thy faithful people 83 
O God, who by the example of thy dear Son hast warned us (HVD) . 292 
O God, who by the example of thy Son our Saviour Jesus ee. et 75 
O God, who by the passion of thy blessed Son hast made . WEDS 
O God, who by thy Son Jesus Christ hast commanded us (AFT): . . 344 
O God, who by thy Spirit in our hearts dost lead men . . . 204 
O God, who by thy Word dost marvelously work out the fecomeliation PLCS 
O God, who didst reveal thy Son Jesus Christ to wise men (HA) . . 166 
O God, who didst send the Holy Spirit to enkindle the zeal (HVD) . 184 
O God, who for our redemption didst give thine only-begotten Son . 78, 176 
O God, who has commanded us to be perfect. . . ee RE ETS 20 
O Goa who hast given unto us thy Son to be an exaniple LUG Ss PBS 
. God, who hast given us grace at this time to celebrate the birth . . 155 


God, who hast joined together divers nations in the confession of . 202 
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God, who hast joined together divers peoples 

God, who hast made of one blood all nations of men . . . . . 
God, who hast made of one blood all the nations of the earth (WEO) 
God, who hast ordained that whatever is to be desired : 
God, who hast placed us as thy children in a world thou (UMN) 
God, who hast sent thy Son to be the true light ah 
God, who hast set before us the great hope that thy Kingdon hos 
God, who hast taught us by Jesus Christ that except we (CLW) . 
God, who hast taught us that the night is far spent and the (PCY) . 
God, who hast taught us to keep all thy heavenly commandments 192, 
God, who healest the broken in heart . . 

God, who in the days of old didst make tiystibs en to) (CMJ) : 
God, who in thine infinite love didst send thy Son to bring (PCY) . 
God. who knowest all things, and from whom nothing is hid (HVD) 
God, who makest thine angels spirits and thy ministers a flame of 
God, who through the grace of thy Holy Spirit dost pour the. . 181, 
God, who through the resurrection of Jesus Christ has freed us . 
God, who through thy prophets of old hast foretold a day 

God, who willest that all men should be saved and come to the 

God, whose blessed Son came not to do his own will (JTA) . 

God, whose dear Son Jesus Christ did heal children . . . > 
God, whose Kingdom is an everlasting Kingdom z 

God, whose most dear Son did take little children 

God, whose will it is that all thy children should be one in Ghrist 
God, with whom there is no darkness, but the night (COS) . . 15, 
gracious Father, we humbly beseech thee for thy holy Church 
gracious Lord, who as at this time didst raise 

heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and Have: our ¢ being 


‘heavenly Father, shed forth thy blessed Spirit richly on all . . 288, 


heavenly Father, thy word is a lamp unto our feet . 

heavenly Father, we confess before thee with shame 

heavenly Father, we humbly beseech thee to give unto this 
heavenly Father, who hast filled the world with beauty (JWS) 
heavenly Father, who long ago didst watch thy Son (COS) 

holy and ever-blessed Lord, teach us, we beseech thee 

holy gnd merciful God, we confess that we have not always (DWM) 
holy Lord God, carry ‘ohwatd in us the gifts of thy grace : 
Holy Spirit of God, abide with us; inspire all our thoughts (JB) 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of all good life, who hast called us (PNO) 
King eternal, immortal, invisible, who in the righteousness of thy 
King of men, Master of our lives, entering into thy glory (KPG) 
living | Christ, make us conscious now of thy oon nearness 
Lord, ‘all creatures wait upon thee 

Lord Frid Master, who thyself didst weep beside the grave 

Lord, be merciful to all travelers, and red them a safe return . 
Lord, be merciful to us and bless us 

Lord, give thy blessing, we pray thee, to our dais wrote 

Lord, give us the grace of thy Spirit , 

Lord God, almighty and most merciful, whom ie heaven 

Lord God Almighty who from thy throne dost behold . 
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O Lord God, Father Almighty, bless and sanctify this sacrifice . . . 149 
O Lord God, heavenly Father, we beseech thee so to rule . . . . 153 
O Lord God, holy Father, who hast called us through Christ . . . 52 
O Lord God of infinite mercy, reckon not against thy people . 361 
O Lord, God of our fathers, keep this day ever in the thought (cwM) 196 
O Lord God, our Father, our Saviour, our Might. . . 359 
O Lord God, there is none like unto thee, in the heavens or tan aie cn Oe 
O Lord God, whose chosen dwelling is the heart of the lowly . . . 155 
O Lord, holy Father, by whose lovingkindness our souls (PNO) . . 512 
O Lorp, I will praise thee; for thou hast been my comfort. . . . 247 
O Lord, increase our faith, renew our courage . AM COmne os 69 
O Lord Jesus Christ, to hom all the sick were Reo UES MOS OR oA 
O Lord Jesus Christ, we beseech thee, by the eagerness and obedience . 329 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who art the eternal Wisdom of the Father. . 341 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who biddest thy Church to bring all men (PNO) 363 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst show thy love by restoring to health . 514 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who didst take little children . . 2 By ek 330 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who on the sea didst teach thy disciples b SSSA oO 
O Lord, let us not live to be useless . . sedge eur gtathy State OA 
O Lord, lift up the light of thy countenance neo Miss) Heveaall Ska cao O00 
O Lord, long-suffering and abundant in goodness and truth. . . . 331 
O Lord of all good life, we pray thee to purify our lives (COS) . . 324 
O Lorp of hosts, God of Israel, that dwellest between the cherubim . 349 
O Lord, open our eyes that we may have a clear. . buh ae GAZ 
O Lord, open thou our eyes, that we may behold wondaous things au ee AS 
O Lord, open thou our eyes, that we may see ourselves as thou . 88, 226 
O Lord, open thou our eyes, that we may see the beauty . ie el62 
@ Lord, open thou our lipss Ga bas. ee LO} 1850324415064. "79, 144, 455 
O Lord, open thou our lips and purify our boee pit pants a vies 28203 
O Lord our God, give unto us thy servants the spirit of ileus Pay ee $25 802 
O Lord our God, grant us grace to desire thee with our whole heart spl 9S 
O Lord our God, great, eternal, wonderful in glory . . . . . . 194 
OfLoerd tour God makesthyspeoplesone™ Balu wun ocean mete ae DUS 
O Lord our God, manifest thyself unto us. Seo 4e 
O Lord our God, most merciful and mighty; fill our ee ‘(PCY) Salers BS 
O Lord our God, teach us temperance and self-control (HVD) . . 357 
O Lord our Goan under the shadow of thy wings let us hope . . . 349 
O Lord our God, we cried unto thee in trouble .. . . . . . . 358 
O Lord our God, who alone makest us to dwell.in safety . 9 B24 
O Lord our God, who art always more ready to bestow thy Pood gilts By lksysl 
O Lord our God. who art in every place, and from whom no (COS) . 327 
O Lord, our heswealy Father, almighty and everlasting God . . 33, 120 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, at the beginning of another week. . 304, 321 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, we offer and present unto thee . . . fal 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, we, thy humble servants . . 380, 386, 520 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, who by thy blessed Son has taught us . 136 
O Lord, our heavenly Father, who hast safely brought us to the . . 123 
O Lord, renew our spirits and draw our hearts unto thyself . . . 340 
O Lord, strengthen and support, we entreat thee, all_persons . . 345 
O Lord, support us all the day long of this troublous life . . _ 122, 335 
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Lord, the great healer and good physician of oth ae and soul 
Lorp, thou art my God; I will exalt thee . 

Lord, we acknowledge our failures and defects AP Leh oak 
Lord, we ask thee to bless and keep Father and Mother . . 
Lord, we beseech thee, absolve thy people from their offenses 7, 32, 
Lord, we beseech thee, forgive thy people their offenses 

Lord, we beseech thee, mercifully hear our prayers. . —_- 
Lord, we pray for the universal Church, for all sections of thy . 
Lord, we pray thee, give us thy strength . Sh) ites 
Lord, who dost feel the pain of the world (PNO) Dee oon 
Lord, who hast pity for all our weakness (PNO) . . . . 
Lord, who hast taught us that all our doings without charity are 
Lord, who seest that all hearts are empty except thou fill them 
Lord, who, though thou wast rich, yet for our sake didst become 
Lord, whose compassions fail not, and whose mercies are new 
Lord, whose favor is life, and in whose presence there is (CWP) 
Love divine, what hast thou done! , 

loving Father, I commit myself with perfect trast (PNO) 
magnify the Lord with me 

merciful Father, whose face the aeeels of thy little ones . 
merciful God, bless thy Church throughout all the world . 
merciful God, grant that all sinful affections may die . 

merciful God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 

most gracious and merciful God, grant that what hath been dorfe 
most high, almighty, good Lord God y 

most Holy Spirit, give thy strength unto all who are tried 

most merciful Father, we confess before thee . : 

most merciful Father, we look to thee for thy grace 

our God, we believe in thee, we hope in aa and we love thes 4 
sacred Head, now wounded 

Saviour of the world, who by thy cross z 

thou eternal Father, who art ever the same; erat. UISHe 
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79, 254 


332 
-| 337 
36, 66 


O thou eternal God, speak to each of us the word that we need ‘(LRE) 193 


thou Holy One who inhabitest eternity, visit us with the (HVD) 205 
Thou in whose hand are the hearts of thy creatures . . . . 305, 361 
thou most holy and ever-loving God, we thank thee ; 290 
thou only wise God, in whom are all the treasures of wisdom and 166 
thou Teacher of all who come to thee for light and (CWC) 206 
Thou who art beyond our sight, ‘above our thought (HVD) . 314 
Thou who art love, and who seest all the suffering 67, 350 
Thou who art of purer eyes than to behold evil (WEO) . 129 
Thou who art the light and the life of the world 135 
Thou Who art the light of the minds that know thee . . 187 
Thou “who art the light of the world, the desire of all (WEO) 202 
Thou who art the source of all existence and the light of all seeing . 152 
Thowcwho act the true sum of the world <<... « . 162, 314 
Thou who bringest the winds out of thy treasures : 359 
Thou who by thy presence in Cana of Galilee didst Sanctity 354 
Thou who didst command thine apostles to go into all the world 164 


Thou who hast ordered this wondrous world . . . . .  . 180, 420 
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O Thou who hearest prayer, we pray thee to be very kind Sie 5 Sill 
O worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness . . ot Aa el AS, 
On this stone now laid with prayer. . Wore hil | 200474 
Our Father, as on this day we keep the Brac oeens SOAP Wire ee alc 
Q@ur Father, for the gift of-thy Son to-mankind” © ... . =. §. 228 
Our Father, may we walki as thy children’ todaya. 29. 9) 9 9-45 
Our Father, we bless thee for this food. . TARE Oe 366 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy ane, ee eT ss 7 10, 14, 


3654751555, 605-65; 76, 79) C4, ROU lion 24 m3 OOS oho o 2ytso orm 0 OpEnLa, 
414, 422, 428, 469, 483, 490, 506, 519 


Our Father, who hast set a restlessness in our hearts (PNO) . . . 339 
Our God and Father, whom the generations have worshiped . . . . 489 
Our heavenly Father, look upon us in our sorrow. . . . . . . 424 
Our heavenly Father, we adore thee, whose name is love. . . . . 203 
Our heavenly Father, we thank thee that— . SL: aes 
Our heavenly Father, we thy humble children invoke hay bicssing cae US, 
Our heavenly Father, who by thy love hast made us. . . . . 25, 128 
Peace be to this house . . sole End tere 06 
Peace be to this house, and to il eas Grell in “it 5 Sette. Des te RIG 
Peace be to this house, in the name of the Father. . . . . . . 146 
Praise God, from whom all blessings LOW eatin aah rene. C4 SUS Aiea 778 
Praise to God, immortal praise ene Sb dint AER A” RR ESAS 38 65 
Praise ye the Lorn: for it is a good thing BD peo SIT ei aE anes oo 
Praise ye the Lord, to whom all praise is due . Sane 20 
Praised be thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the world (UP y-. 20126 
Preserve, O Lord, and deepen our trust in thee. . vate Sees c 
Preserve, O Lord, from all dangers those who are traveling | Stikes Re FOS 
Preserve us this Gay ROC RITIROETOLNS 6 bo 96 cl of picol 6 os a> sal 
Regard, O Lord, the supplication of thy servants... ©. .° . | . 125 
Remember all them that do the Lord’s work in the ministry . . . . 343 
Remember, O Lord, thy Church upon earth; deepen her (COS). . . 216 
Sanctify, O Lord, we beseech thee, this food . ., . . . . | « 3066 
Saviour, hear us, we pray. . Sea ay Sue Ara es Sige he IPED 
Search me, O God, and know my hee See alee arlene amy 13 
See, from his head, his hands, his feet . ane 75 
Send, O God, into the darkness of this troubled’ world (JWS) . on” is SHS 
Send thy blessing, O heavenly Father, on this our beloved land. . 362 
Send thy peace into our hearts, O Lord, at this evening hour (HVD) . 334 
Send thy peace into our hearts, O Lord, that we may be contented . . 16 
Send us, O God, as: thy messengers to hearts without a home (PNO) . 348 
Serene will be our days and bright. . 507 


Shed the bright rays of thy light, O Bather: eon Hes eniy (PNO) . 336 
Since it is of thy mercy, O gracious Father, that another day is added . 326 
Spirit of the Lord, Spirit of wisdom and understanding . . . . . 84 
Strengthen, O Lord, by thy Holy Spirit, thy servant. . . . . . 33d 
Strengthen our hearts, O Lord, to obey thy commandments. . . . 297 
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Take from us, O God, all pride and vanity . : : 
Teach us, gracious God, to serve thee as thou deservest : 89, 
Thank you, God . (PNO) 
Thanks be to thee, O ordits Ws ; 

Thanks be to thee, O Lord Jesus Chriae Bran all the benefits : 

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the Son . 

The Almighty Lord, who is a most strong tower (PNO) . 

The blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and . 

The day is past, O Lord, and we offer to thee our evening x (PNO) « 

The day returns and brings us the petty round . : wins 

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof . F 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing ‘ cape 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God 33, 147, 413, 
The grace of the Holy Spirit be mg with us. . Banks Mts 
The Lord be with you. . oats Lits 93, 120, 122, 144, 
The Lorp bless us, and recone us: the Lorp make hic facele wale 2 0b20; 
The Lorp bless you, and keep you: the Lorp . . 148, 408, 421, 427, 
aires WoRD) iswinwhissiholy temples arm ae ied at ela ele a Oe a 
The peace of God, which. . 34, 113, 148, 381, 387, 432, 438, 446, 
The souls of the righteous are in the hand of Gods ‘ oes 
Therefore with angels and archangels, . HSneL tS: 118, 240, 378, 384, 
Thine, O Lord, are the times we measure off by days and years (JFN) . 
Thine, O Lorp, is the greatness, and the power, and. . . 142, 147, 
This food, which thou hast already blessed . Woe 
Thou brightness of God’s glory and express imave (HVD) . 

Thou Forgiver of sin, Healer of sorrow, Vanquisher of death 

Thou hast showed us, O Lord, what is good (PNO) . : 
Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our hearts . 68, 
Through love to light! O wonderful the way . : 82, 
Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thict house , : 
Tireless Guardian of our way . ; 

Transform this food into life, O Ged 5 

Unto God’s gracious mercy and protection we commit you . 2 
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins . TR 
Unto thee, O Lord, have I cried. 2 
Upon thg first day of the week, very early in nihe eS (WEO) : 
Visit, we beseech thee, most Beaman: Father, this family and . 

Watch over thy child, O Lord, as his days increase oe 

Watch thou, dear Lord, with those who wake. . . 

We ask thee not, O Lord, to rid us of pain (PNO) : 
We believe in God the Father, infinite in wisdom. . De 
WerbelieVe in the one God, Maker and Ruler of all ‘hinge: 

We believe that God is Sainte, and they that worship him . a 

We beseech thee, Lord, open thy heavens; from thence may thy gifts 

We beseech thee, Lord, to behold us with favor . ; 

We beseech thee, O God, let our hearts be graciously enlightened ; 

We beseech thee, O God, to pour thy holy light into our souls . 
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We beseech thee, O Lord; remember all for good . 

We bless thee, O God, for this food. . ‘ 

We bless thy holy name, O God, for all ie Sranis ‘ 

We bow our knees unto thee, Father, of whom the whole family . ‘ 
We call to mind, O God, before thy throne of grace . 


We do not presume to come to this thy table. . . . . 379, 384, 


We give thee but thine own. . : 

We give thee humble thanks, most merciful Rather : he Os 
We give thee thanks, O heavenly Father, who hast preserved us . 
We give thee ‘hanks, O Lord our God, for all thy goodness . 
We give this day hearty thanks for the rest of the past night . 
We humbly commend unto thy fatherly care, O Lord . f 
We humbly thank thee, Almighty God, for the many plessines F 
We most earnestly beseech thee to bless all thy people . 

We offer unto thee, O Lord, our praises and sre a : 
We praise thee, O God's we acknowledge thee. . 

We praise thee, O God with the morning light (HVD) . 


We pray, O blessed God, for thy holy and universal Ghareh (COS) 


We seek thee daily, our Father, and daily thot offerest thyself . 
We thank thee, Lord, for this our food. . 

We thank thee, O Father, for all who hallow Sutctine (PNO) . 
We thank thee, O God, for the revelation of thyself (PNO) . 

We thank thee, O God, for thy blessings .. 

We thank thee, O God our Father, for this our oie) (PNO) 
We thank thee, O Lord, for teaching us how to pray . 

We thank thee, our heavenly Father . 


When my soul is in heaviness, and my heart is S disquieted wathid me . 


Whene’er a noble deed is wrought i 


Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there ist the , Tes bids 874 80, 99, 


Whereinsoever we have erred and strayed from thy ways 
Who is like unto God, that pardoneth iniquity . 

With gratitude we acknowledge these gifts . 

With thee, our Master and our Lord 
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42-44; scripture sentences, 39, 
153-54 

Church, canticle of, 251-52; corner- 
stone, laying, 470-75; dedication, 
476-81; entering, prayers for use 
upon, 123-24; intercession for, 
221-22; leaving, prayers for use 
upon, 148-49; officials, recogni- 
tion, 463-64; opening for wor- 
ship, 482-86; prayer for, 135; re- 
ception into, 331, 399-408; unity, 
90-95, 135 

Church Loyalty Day, 182, 212 

Church school: building, dedication, 
490-94; officers and teachers, rec- 
ognition, 465-67 

Church-School Rally Day, 206, 212 

Civic celebration, 208 

Closing year. See Watch Night 

Collects. See specific topics or occa- 
SIONS 

College building, dedication, 501-5 

Comfort, canticle of, 261-62 

Commandments, 38, 223, 224 


Commemoration: canticle, 255-56; 
litanies, 100-1, 228-30; medita- 
tion, 96-97; order of worship, 96- 
101; scripture lesson, 99-100; 


scripture sentences, 96 
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Commendatory prayers, 331, 514 

Commissioning of missionaries and 
deaconesses, 454-62 

Communion. See Lord’s Supper 

Concord, world, prayers, 363-64 

Conditions of men, prayer, 133-34 

Conference, Annual. See Annual 
Conference 

Confession, call to, 31 

Confession, prayers of, 4, 6, 10, 25, 
29, 32, 50-51, 55, 60, 86, 126-29; 
Advent, 36; Family, 332; Goad 
Friday, 65; personal, 332; Whit- 
sunday, 84 

Consecration: bishops, 440-46; dea- 
conesses, 451-53 

Cornerstone of a church, laying, 470- 
75 

Country, prayers for, 137, 359-61 

Courage, prayers, 332-33 

Covenant with God, order of wor- 
ship, 46-53 

Creed. See Affirmations of faith 


Daily readings, 286-323 

Dates of Easter Day, 212 

Deaconesses : commissioning 454-62; 
consecration, 451-53 

Deacons, ordination, 429-32 

Dedication: church, 476-81; church- 
school building, 490-94; college 
building, 501-5; home, 506-8; 
hospital, 495-500; memorial, 509- 
10; organ, 487-89; parish house, 
490-94; prayer for, 326-27 ; school 
building, 501-5; seed, soil, and 
sowers, 102-7; university build- 
ing, 501-5 

Deliverance in time of 
thanksgiving for, 515 

Distant places, prayer for those in, 
327 

Distressed, prayers for,’ 348-49 

Doctors, prayers for, 333, 514-15 

Doubt, prayer for those in, 334 


epidemic, 


Easter: calls to worship, 78, 176; 
canticle, 253; collect for, 78, 
dates, 212; family prayers, 356- 


57; lectionary, 210, 389; medita- 


INDEX OF SUBJECTS 


tion, 77; order of worship, 77-82; 
prayers and collects, 176-77; pref- 
ace to Sanctus, 388; responsive 
reading, 79-80; scripture lesson, 
80-81; scripture sentences, 77-176 

Easter Even, 175, 210 

Eastertide, 175-82, 210; litany, 237- 
38. See also Sundays after Easter 
Day 

Elders, ordination, 433-39 

Emmaus, litany, 237-38 

Enemies, prayer for, 334 

Entering church, prayers 
upon, 123-24 

Epidemic, thanksgiving for deliver- 
ance in time of, 515° 

Epiphany: calendar, 209-10; calls to 
worship, 54, 160-62; collect for, 
54; lectionary, 209-10, 389; order 
of worship, 54-58; prayers and 
collects, 162-66; preface to Sanc- 
tus, 388; scripture sentences, 
159-60 

Epistle. See Lessons; Lectionary 

Evangelism, prayer, 136 

Evening worship: family or other 
small group, 121-22, 324-25, 334- 
353 intercession, 217; invocations, 
126; public, 13-34 


for use 


Faithfulness, prayer for, 335 

Family: devotions, 119-22, 263-368 ; 
prayers, 324-68, 336-37; in sick- 
ness and bereavement, prayer for, 
513. See also Home 

Family of nations, prayers, 361 

Fears and anxieties, 337-38 

Festival of the Christian Home, 181- 
82,212,389 

Forgiveness, words of, 10, 55, 60, 
65, 84, 131-33 

Forgiveness of others, prayer, 338 

Funeral. gee Burial 


Good Friday: collect, 64, 175; fam- 
ily prayer, 357; lectionary, 210, 
389; order of evening worship, 
72-76; order of worship for three- 
hour service, 63-71 

Gospel. See Lessons; Lectionary 
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Grace, prayers for, 33, 86, 123, 331 
Graces, 365-68 

Group, small, worship, 119-22 
Guidance, prayers for, 123, 338-39 


Harvest, thanksgiving for, 108-13 

Harvest-Home Festival, 208-9 

Help, God’s continued, prayer, 123 

Holiness, prayer for, 326 

Holy Communion. See Lord’s Sup- 
per 

Holy Week: calendar, 174-75, 210; 
call to worship, 174; collects, 174- 
75; lectionary, 210, 389; scripture 
sentences, 173-74 

Home: dedication, 506-8; Festival 
of the Christian, 181-82, 212, 389; 
prayer for, 325; prayers for one 
leaving, 325-26, 341-42. See also 
Family 

Hospital, dedication, 495-500 

Household, prayers for, 336-37. See 
also Family; Home 


Immortality, 253-55 

Infants, baptism of, 390-92 

Independence Day, 191, 196, 212 

Intercession, 15, 76, 89, 93-94, 116- 
17, 134, 214-17, 221, 339-40 


International Temperance Sunday, 
206-7, 212 

Introits, 59, 142-43 

Invocations, 4, 9, 16, 20, 124-26, 


447, 454, 482, 487, 490, 509; Ad- 
vent, 35; Christmas, 40; church, 
dedication, 476; commemoration, 
97; Easter, 78; Epiphany, 54; 
evening, 126; Good Friday, 64, 
72; home, dedication, 506; Lent, 
60; Pentecost, 83; Thanksgiving, 
114; unity, Christian, 91; Whit- 
sunday, 83 


Jesus, recollection of, 220-21 

Joining the church, prayer, 331. See 
also Reception of members 

Joy, prayers, 340 


Kindred, prayer for. 325. See also 
Family 
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Kingdom of God, prayer for, 340 

Kingdomtide : calendar, 211-12; 
calls to worship, 86, 198-202; 
lectionary, 211-12; litany, 88; or- 
der of worship, 86-89; prayers 
and collects, 202-9; responsive 
reading, 87-88; scripture sen- 
tences, 197-98 


Labor, 340-41; Sunday, 205-6, 212 

Land, thanksgiving for, 108-13 

Law, God’s, 38, 223, 224 

Leaders, prayers for, 359-61 

Leaving church, prayers for use 
upon, 148-49 

Leaving home, prayers for one, 325- 
26, 341-42 

Lectionary: for Christian Year, 209- 
12; for Holy Communion, 388-89 

Lent: calendar, 210; calls to wor- 
ship, 59, 167-69; family prayer, 
357; lectionary, 210, 389; order 


of worship, 59-62; prayers and 
collects, 169-71; scripture  sen- 
tences, 167 

Lessons, scripture: baptism, 391, 


393, 395-97; burial, 414-18, 424- 
26; Christmas, 42-44; commemo- 
ration, 99-100; cornerstone, lay- 
ing, 471; Easter, 80-81; educa- 
tion, 491, 501-2; healing, 495-96; 
ordination and consecration, 430, 
431-32, 434, 440-41, 451-52 

Liberty, thanksgiving for, 108-13 

Light: canticle of, 260-61; prayers 
for, 342 

Litanies, 88, 92-93, 100-1, 226-39; 
Christmas, 41-42, 233-35; corner- 
stone, laying, 472-74; Easter, 237- 
38; Epiphaay, 56-57, 235-36. See 
also Responsive prayers 

Lord’s Supper: for the sick, 518-20; 
lectionary, 388-89; orders for ad- 
ministration, 369-89; prefaces to 
Sanctus, 388 

Loyalty Day, Church, 182, 212 

Matrimony, solemnization, 409-12. 
See also Wedding 

Maundy Thursday, 175, 210, 389 
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Meditations: Christmas, 39, 45; 
commemoration, 96-97; Easter, 
77; on ordering our personal lives, 
20; unity, Christian, 90-91 

Members. See Reception of members 

Memorial, dedication, 509-10. See 
also Commemoration 

Memorial Day, 182, 212, 230-31, 355- 
56 

Men, prayer for all conditions of, 
133-34 

Ministers, prayers for, 343 

Misjudged, prayer for, 345 


Missionaries: commissioning, 454- 
62; prayers for, 344 

Missionary Day, 165, 212 

Missions: canticle, 250-51; litany, 


235-363; prayers, 135-36, 344 
Morning worship: family or other 
small group, 119-20, 324, 345; 
public, 4-12, 25-34 
Mother’s Day. See Festival of the 
Christian Home 


National anxiety, 361-63 

National celebration, 208 

Nations, family of, prayers, 361 

Nature Sunday, 196, 212 

Needs, today and its, 351-53 

New Year: calls to worship, 158-59; 
covenant service, 46-53; lection- 
ary, 209, 389; prayers and collects, 
159, 3573; scripture sentences, 158 

New Year’s Eve. See Watch Night 

Night. See Evening 

Nurses, prayers for, 333, 514-15 


Offertory sentences and prayers, 141- 
42 

Officers, .church-school, 
465-67 

Officials in the church, recognition, 
463-64 

Opening church for worship, 482-86 

Opening of school, 206 

Opening sentences, 142-43 

Opening year. See New Year 

Operation, prayer before an, 517 

Orders of worship, 1-122 

Ordination: deacons, 429-32; elders, 
433-39 


recognition, 
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Organ, dedication, 487-89 
Others, prayers for, 346 


Palm Sunday, 171-73, 210, 358, 389 

Pardon, prayers for, 7, 32, 36, 131-33 

Parents’ thanksgiving, 346 

Parish house, dedication, 490-94 

Passion Sunday, 171, 210 

Pattern for orders of worship, 1 

Peace, collect for, 33 

Peace, world: prayers, 363-64; Sun- 
day, 208, 212 

Penitence, act of, 92-93 

Pentecost. See Sundays after Pente- 
cost; Whitsunday 

Perplexed, prayers for the, 350 

Personal devotions, 263-368 

Personal lives, meditation on, 20 

Praise: act of, 115-16; ascription of, 
117-18; canticle of, 247; litany of, 
238-39; prayer of, 347 

Prayers. See specific types, topics, or 
occasions 

Prefaces to Sanctus, 388 

Preparation for worship, 123 

Preparatory members, 399-400 

President, prayer for, 137 

Purity of heart, prayer for, 347. See 
also in Index of Titles 


Race Relations Day, 165, 212 
Rally Day, Church-School, 206, 212 
Readings, scripture, for personal and 
family devotions, 263-323 
Reafirmation of faith, 
members on, 407-8 
Reception of members: adults, 401- 
Sie affliated, 407-8; by transfer, 
407-8; children, 404-6; on reaffir- 
mation of faith, 407-8; prepara- 
tory, 399-400; youth, 404-6 
Recognition: choristers, 468-69; 
church-school officers and teachers, 
465-67 y- officials in the church, 
463-64 9 
Recovery, thangsgiving for, 513 
Redemption, canticle of, 248-49 
Remembrance, litany of, 231-32 
Responses, 54, 82, 142-44 
Responsive prayers, 13, 48-51, 65, 
484-85. See also Litanies 


receiving 


‘Sick: 
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Responsive readings, 14, 17, 102-3, 
108-9, 369-70, 374-75, 437, 444, 
465-66, 470-71, 483-84, 496-97, 
502-3; Christian mission, 455-56; 
Easter, 79-80; Epiphany, 56 ; Good 
Friday, 73; Kingdomtide, 87-88; 
Lent, 61; Whitsunday, 85 

Rest, prayers for, 347-48 


Saints Day, All, 207-8, 212, 389 

Salutations, 146 

Salvation: canticle, 247-48; prayer, 
348 

Sanctuary, canticle of, 259-60 

Sanctus, prefaces to, 388 

School, opening of, 206 

School building, dedication, 501-5 

Scripture lessons. See Lessons 

Scripture sentences. See Sentences 

Scriptures for reading and medita- 
tion, 263-85. See also Daily read- 
ings 

Seed, dedication, 102-7 

Self-examination, act of, 218-20 

Sentences, scripture, 13, 16, 31; 
Advent, 150; burial, 413, 421, 424, 
427; Christmastide, 39, 153-54; 
commemoration, 96; Communion, 
375-77, 382-83; cornerstone, lay- 


ing 470s 4 2 ee asters ey Aes ses 
Epiphany, 159-60; Good Friday, 
63; Holy Week, 173-74; home 


dedication, 506; Lent, 167; New 


Year, 158; offertory, 141-42; 
opening, 142-43; Palm Sunday, 
171; Pentecost, 183; Sundays 
after Easter Day, 177-78; Sun- 


days after Pentecost, 187-88; Trin- 
ity Sunday, 185; unity, Christian, 
90; Watch Night, 156; Whitsun- 
day, 183 

Service, prayers for, 326, 348 

Seven last words of Christ, 66-70 

child, 512; family of, 513; 
prayers for, 511-12; prayers to 
be said by, 515; thanksgiving for 
recovery, 513; those who care for, 
514 

Social service, prayer for, 136 

Soil, dedication, 102-7 
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Sorrowing, prayer for, 348-49 

Sowers, dedication, 102-7 

State, intercession for, 221-22 

Stewardship Sunday, 170, 212 

Strength, prayers for, 349-50 

Student Day, 191, 195, 212 

Students, Day of Prayer for, 166, 
212 

Study, prayers, 340-41 

Suffering, prayers for, 350 

Sunday Service of John Wesley, 31 

Sundays after Easter Day: calendar. 
210; calls to worship, 178-80; 
lectionary, 210; prayers and col- 
lects, 180-82; scripture sentences, 
177-78 

Sundays after Pentecost: calendar, 
211; calls to worship, 188-92; lec- 
tionary, 211; prayers and collects, 
192-97; scripture sentences, 187- 
88 

Supplication, 16, 217-18 


S“MeachwWs, toretay. | o4/ 

Teachers, church-school, recognition, 
465-67 
Temperance 
. 206-7, 212 

Temptation, prayers in, 350 

Ten Commandments, 223-24 

Thanksgiving: act of, 49-50; canti- 
cle, 252; for deliverance in time 
of epidemic, 515; for harvest, 
land, and liberty, 108-13; litanies, 
213-14, 228; parents’, 346; 
prayers, 134, 351, 485; for re- 
covery of sick person, 513 

Thanksgiving Day: act of praise, 
115-16; family prayers, 358; lec- 
tionary, 212, 389; litany, 116-17; 
order of worship, 114-18; prayers, 
114, 208-9 

Thanksgiving Sunday, 202 

Three-hour service for Good Friday, 
63-71 

Today and its needs, prayers, 351-53 

Transfer, receiving members by, 407- 
8 

Travelers, prayers for, 353 


Sunday, International, 


SUBJECTS 


Trinity Sunday, 185-87, 211, 389 
Truth, prayers for, 342 


Unity, Christian: collect, 92; inter- 
cession, 93-94; litany, 92-93; med- 
itation, 90-91; order of worship, 
90-95; prayers for, 135, 353-54, 
447; scripture sentences, 90 

University building, dedication, 501- 
B 


Versicles, 10, 11, 
144-46, 422, 455 
Victory, canticle of, 248 


Loos OO Oas 


War, prayers in time of, 361-63 

Watch Night: call to worship, 156. 
573. covenant’ service, 46-53; 
prayers and collects, 157 ; scripture 
sentences, 156 

Wedding, prayers for a, 354. See also 
Matrimony 

Wesley, John: covenant service for 
Watch Night or New Year, 46- 
53; graces, 367; Sunday Service, 
31 

Whitsunday: calls to worship, 83, 
183-84; canticle, 256-57; collect, 
83-84 ; family prayer, 358; lection- 
ary, 211, 389; order of worship, 
83-85; prayer of confession, 84; 
prayers and collects, 184-85; pref- 
ace to Sanctus, 388; responsive 


reading, 85; scripture sentences, 
183 
Whitsuntide, 183-97,, 211. See also 


Sundays after Pentecost 
Will, God’s, 227-28, 338 
Word, God’s, canticle, 258-59 
Words, of Christ on the cross, 66-70 
Work, God’s, 338 
Workers, prayers for, 354 
World, intercession for, 221-22 
World peace: prayers for, 363-64; 
Sunday, 208, 212 
Worship, orders of, 1-122 


Year, Christian. See Christian Year 
Youth: baptism, 393-94; receiving 
into church, 404-6 
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